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PREFACE. 



ONjiY a very few words are necessary in introducing 
this volume to the attention of the reader. He will 
find in the preface to the former one the principles 
which have guided me, and the end I have had in 
view in writing this work. The few sentences I pen 
belong to the apologetic class. 

When I consented to prepare a sketch of Early 
Baptist History for the BuNYAN Library, I had no 
idea that it would swell into its present magnitude. 
As the work progressed, the materials multiplied; but 
I hoped that, by condensation, the present volume 
would exhaust my resources. Many of the incidents 
which form the staple of the works of my prede- 
cessors, have been reduced in this work to the 
narrowest bounds. I have done what, honestly and 
justly, I could do. Much that is new and illustrative 
of oiu* history lies unused before me. The volume 
might have been enlarged greatly; but at some cost 
of feeling I have steadily checked this, and omitted 
much which might have given something like com- 
pleteness to my outline. I have felt the evil of writing 
to order. My work is necessarily incomplete. Under 
other chapters, much would be introduced which forms 
an important element in Baptist history. Whether 
the outline already sketched in the first volume will 
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ever be completed, it is not for me to say. It rests 
with the publishers, and perhaps with the subscribers, 
to determine if a third volume shall make a part of 
the BuNYAN Library. I regret this necessity. I have 
done what I could to escape from it; and I now leave 
it with my readers to judge, a£ber reading the volume, 
how far I could have avoided this result. I await 
their decision without alarm. Grateful for the kind- 
ness with which the former volume was received, I 
venture to hope that the present will not be found 
unworthy of the same favour. Only in one instance 
have I been censured for fitilure — not in what I enga- 
ged to do, but for not doing more than I promised, 
and indeed felt that any one could do. My work, says 
my reviewer, should have been a history, not a sketch. 
Indeed! The opinion shows the utter incompetency of 
this gentleman to sit in the critic's chair, and satisfies 
me that he is profoundly ignorant of the matter on 
which he writes. I repeat again, what he knows to be 
true, if he knows anything about it, that the history 
of the Baptists cannot yet be written. I have read 
much; I have added here and there a fragment to the 
labours of my predecessors; but there are masses of 
still unexplored materials which, when examined, will 
throw much light on the character and principles of 
our brethren during the period over which these 
volumes have carried my readers. The libraries at 
Lambeth, at Sion College, Red Cross Street, the British 
Museum, and the State Paper Office, contain hundreds 
of volumes of MSS. never yet examined for this end. 
Only at some of them have I glanced, but the mass are 
yet untouched by us. I advert to this, not for the sake 
of controverting this dictum of my reviewer — I am not 
troubled at it; but mainly, if possible, to excite the 
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attention of my brethren to this course of investiga- 
tion. Many might easily do what it would take the 
life of one man to accomplish. A sample of this was 
given in the Baptist Magazine only a few months ago; 
and this is only a specimen of the wealth which is yet 
unexplored by us. If Nonconformists would employ 
some competent persons to investigate these hidden 
sources of their history, the church and the nation 
would be alike benefited by it. I hope to aid in this; 
and, if spared, to render at some future time this work 
more worthy of the body to illustrate whose progress 
it has been professedly devoted. 

I have only to add, what indeed justice to myself 
demands, that it is possible here and there an error may 
be detected, especially in the notes. I am not aware 
that it is so; but as most of this volume has been 
corrected, and no small portion of it written, whilst 
travelling about the country, far from my books, the 
probability may be in that direction. I owe no apology 
for the time at which the volume is published. 



B. EVANS. 



SOABBOBOnOH, 

August, 1864. 
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CHAPTER I. 

CHABLES THE FIBST. 

The accession of Charles was viewed by the nation with 
some degree of hopefulness. "His coming to the crown was 
very joyous to the well-affected, but to the Papists not very 
welcome."* There were many features in his character which 
adapted him for his position, and which were likely to make 
him popular with the people. "Charles was temperate^ 
chaste, and serious : so that the fools and bawds, mimics 
and catamites, of the former court grew out of fashion : 
and the nobility and courtiers who did not quite abandon 
their debaucheries, had yet that reverence to the king 
as to retire into corners to practise them : men of 
learning and ingenuity, in all arts, were in esteem, and 
received encouragement from the king, who was a most 
excellent judge and a great lover of paintings, carvings, 
gravings, and many other ingenuists less offensive than the 
bawdry and profane abusive wit, which was the only exercise 
of the other court, f" From the pen of the Puritan matron 

* Diary of J. Bouse, p. L Camden Society. 

t Mrs. Hutcliinson, p. 29. "I am aware," says a competent judge, 
*' that he was not the perfect saint as well as martyr which his panegyrists 
represent him to have been. ** — Hallam, vol. i. , p. 374. * * The persons belong- 
ing to the new court were required to be strictly moral in their conduct; 

B 
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this 13 no common praise. Charles had probably been destined 
by hia father for tbe highest offices in tlie church. During his 
youtli no pains had btien spared to cultivate his mind, Witli 
the theological controversies which were agitating the entire 
kingdom he was somewhat fa miliar Hia discussion with 
Henderson discloses no small mental acumen and theological 
knowledge. The admirers of the monarch mtbribute Hen- 
derson's death to hia defeat by the roya! theologian. Upon 
other subjects, of what may be caJleil, even then, polite 
literature, Charles was by no means deficient.* The death 
of his brother, Prince Henry, supposed by poison, opened to 
him the path to the throne.t 

But these exceUences were impaired by other elements rf 
character of the very worst kind. Macaulay has graphically 
sketched them : — " He had inherited from his father politi- 
cal theories, and was much more disposed than his father to 
carry them into practice. He was, like his father, a sealom 
Episcopalian. He was, moreover, what his iiither had nevsr 



foots uid bofFooni, whom Junes loreil to lure about him, were kept iit ■ 
distuice ; able mcD emptojed, ortiBti and man of learning enuontaeed." — 
JUnmer'a Political History, toL i., p. 466. " Porhapi tbe most bitter 
political etiemy of Chu-lea 1. vill h»e tbe candoiir to alldv that, for » 
prince of tboae times, be wbi truly and eminently aooomplidied. ffii 
knowledge of tho arts wu considerable : and, at a patroa of art, be rtsuds 
foiemoit amongst nil British sovereigDi to thia hour." ^c.—De Quince;'! 
Works, vol. IV., p. 15 (Note). 

* Thompson's Bucldngham, vol. i., p. 121. "Ho i» weD known to have 
been a grtai student in bii youiiger diyi, that bis father would aay he 
mnat make him a bisbup. He tiad mora learning and dexterity in stat* 
affairs, undaalitcdly. tlian all tbe kings id Cbristeodom." — Cook'a ^wech, 
intonded lo have been delivered before tbe High Court of Justice. — Ool- 
lettion of Tract* London, 1748, vol. iv., p. 192. 

t The baptism of this prince was by imroenrion. "And inomtiiinit, 
tbe ptjnee was put into the font, tbe offlcen of amu pat oD their coata, 
and all the torches nere lighted, and then entervd the Eari of Oientonl." 
— Antiqnarian'a Repertory, vol. i., p 3A3. There ia a mrioiu plate of tbe 
pTMesiios in tho iuce Toluma. An iccoont of tbe piines's l-^iTn will 
be found in a volume of Tracts on Scottish History. Edinburgh, ISSGl 
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been, a zealooB Arminian, and, though no Papisi, liked a 
Papist much better than a Puritan. . . . FaithleBsneai 
was the chief cause of his disaster, and is the chief stain on 
his memGry. He was, in truth, impelled by an incurable 
propensity to dark and crooked ways. It may seem strange 
that his conscience, which, on occasion of better moments, 
was sufficiently sensitive, should never have reproached him 
with this vice. But there is reason to believe that he was 
perfidious, not only firom constitution and from habit, but 
also on principle. He seems to have learned from the 
theologians whom he most esteemed, that between him and 
his subjects there could be nothing of mutual contract : that 
he could not, even if he would, divest himself of his despotic 
authority; and that in every promise which he made, there 
was an implied reservation that such promise might be 
broken in case of necessity, and that of the necessity he was 
the sole judge."* 

The state of parties at this time demands a passing 
remark, inasmuch as the sufferings of the nation and the 
death of the monarch may be traced to causes already 
operating, t We have indicated before that the spirit of 
liberty had to no inconsiderable extent pervaded the nation. 
It was bom during the Tudor dynasty.^ Through the reign 
of the first Stuart it had grown, and now in both Houses of 
the Legislature it had assumed an attitude at once command- 
ing and imposing. The worthless fetvourite, Buckingham, 
had roused the self-respect of the Peers, if not their love of 
popular fr'eedom* The galling yoke, which this unprincipled 



• History, voL i, p. 83. 

i" Beaumont, the French ambassador, says: — "I discorer so many 
seeds of disease in England, so much is brooding in silenoe, and so 
many events seem inevitable, that I am inclined to affirm, that for a oen- 
tory from this time, this kingdom will hardly abuse its prospoity, except 
to its rain."— Banmer^s Political History of England, vdL i, p. 468. 

t ParL IBQst., voL L, pp. 794-7; Gnizot's Hist. £. Bevolntion; Appen- 
dix, pp. 439, 443. 
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upstart had imposed on them, was nwakening their auger 
and rousing them to effort.* In the CommoDs a BtUl bolder 
Bpirit spoke. The voipe waa clear, sti-oiig, and distinct; 
respectful, nay, courteous to royalty, but bold and manly for 
the people. In their firat gathering the Commons demanded 
a redress of grievances. With an avowed and unquestioned 
readiness to sustain the prerogatives and even the splendour 
of royalty, there waa a calm and diguified aaaertion of popu- 
lar rights. In the front they placed this claim. The oatioual 
cry waa loud; they demanded that it should he heard. Its 
weaknes-i is the peril of tlie throne; its oppression the death 
of liberty. Firat grant ua freedom, then the basis and 
power of the throne will be a ration's affections. So rea- 
soned the repreaentativea of the people. Around the 
monarch, and crowding every avenue to the court, was a 
very different but a large and iufiuential claas, politicians 
aod churchmen, led by Buckingham and Laud, — men who 
held the loftiest notions, and proclaimed the monarch 
as the " Lord's Anointed," the Vicegerent of Heaven, 
responsible to none, above all law, and to whom a nation's 
welfare waa only subordinate to the gratification of liu 
own supreme desires. Louil and long were the utterances of 
the clergy on the exalted condition of royalty. From nianj 
a pulpit the doctrine of passive obedience was m^;ed.+ 



* "I hava heard it undoufateiUy reUteil tlut & little before tho Earl of 
Pembroke brought Mr. Yillien unto the king'i knowledge, he whb it % 
honenco iu Cunliriilgcahire, in an old bluk miit, bnilien out in iliveis 
pifteea; uid Kt night, much of (be compan]' Ijing at Linton, near which 
town the race had been, he could not get a. roam in the inn to lodge in, 
and <na therefore glad to lie in > trundle-bed in a gentleman'* rbamber, 
at a mean qoality also at that tiine, from whose own month I heard thit 
rtlaUoB, who waa himielf an eje-witnenii of it." — D'Ewea, vol. i., p. 80. 

t The Power of Prinra a* eaHiJht 6j; lucA tnrn at Bobbri: -"To 
Dudce men know that it ii their duty to olwy all lawi wbatioever thai 
■hill by the authority of the king be enacted, till, by the aame anthoritj, 
tbey ■Ii*^ ^ Tei>ea]ed. That the dril lawi an Ood'a lawi, ai they that 
make them an appunted by God to make them ; and to nuke men know 
that the people and tho cburob are one thing, and that no man baa titb 
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Dr. Mammffin^ in a a e ti u f i beftve f^iiif, 
king 18 not bound to obserre tke Ins of ike 
reelecting the lights and pniile^a of kk fldbfKSL £wij 
loyal ocmimand, lor instowx; in rapm to lui^ mmd law^ 
binds the co ns cience s of tike adbfocts on pun of umial 
damnation. He wbo nssiste oiMitF a sen *g«^^« tke law 
of God and the huia eme andkontr «f the kine. He ia 
guilty of impietr, dtskjahj, and rrhfUki : &r the 
of Parliament is not neoeaBair €or the iBpone «f 
ioo,* This is onlra sampleof Hi^Cknrck 
waring was sab8eq[iientik laised to tke E ^nnjoya l 

In the b(Jdest antagonism to &ese "^ Hi^ Cknrck 
ciples" was the Puritan dement. It had not 
much less annihilated^ by the poKcy of Jame5> Tke political 
tendencies of the ooort, as well as tke penecatzsg ^irit cf 
the hierareh jy had onlr stra^tkened it. Pofnlar &¥mr 
was daily gathering aroond it; and in tke Cnitmnw* Hovee 
its advocates were increaai^ Sa^ in bne^ woe aomie cf 
the elonents pervading the Gommonwealik at tkk pesKd cf 
onr national historv. 

Early in the rogn of this infionated 
was excited that his rdigioos opiniois 
than Protestant. His ^anidi joomey, the rrmwr i fvm/BHk of 
his £Kther to Bmne in rdation to the ^sani^ lastrkj 
Charles's sabaeqn^it marriage with a danghvr of Fnnee^ 
and the manifest tendencies of the hi e i ai d ii, a|iparcizsiy 
warranted the sos^cicm. 

" The enthroning oi the voong hii^ Ibc, was marked hf 
circumstanoes which manj regarded as ominooi of eviL 

to govern under him. ThadL the ki^g amm ^m €nmm to God 
no man, eodeoMtic, or otiMxa," Jbc So 
MalmeslNiiy. — ^Behanoth, Maaatm. Tx:^ woL iL, p. 5LL 

MortdHaie<^ tkemmiwenUia.'—**I^asw9 
parents, thmt their diQdrai 
ionneBS, gunin& and other vieee i laai iiiii nf to 
moth, MMeres. Tr., toL iL, p. 996L 
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Hyde complains of his want of courtesy and condesceo' 
aion in the treatment of peraona of raak and distinction, in 
their interoourae witli him. Hia defence was, that his rank 
in the Church and State demanded it. The dignity of trati 
was beat sustained hy the influence of her profeaaed High 
Priest: the sweet and attractive grace of piety, by oatbursti 
of temper and holy indignity. 

No means were amiss to his lordship. The end justified 
them abundantly. To Buckingham he could cringe; on 
Williama, hia early patron, he could trample; and luxuriate 
in the torture of hia foes. Nor was he alone in this. Men 
of kindred spirit filled the high places of the churcb. Wil- 
liams,* Niel, and others, were illustrious examples of tb« 
time-server. To esalt the royal prerogatives, to oppress the 
godly, and to gratify the court, was their daily atTidy.+ An 
attached friend to Epiacopacy says, " Laud saw the church 
decaying in power and patrimony; her patrimony dilap- 
dated by the avarice of several bishopa, in making havoc of 
their woods to enrich theKiselvea; and, more than so, in 
filling up their grants and leusea to the utmost term., afl«r 
they bad been nominated ta other bishopricks, to the great 
wrong of their successors." J 

" The divines selected for promotion in the charoh, were 
those in whose pulpita the prerogative had been preached 
above the laws, superstitious formalities ele\-ated above 

Jasiutry 14, 1637, at the ceoiure of >ome gwUj men, being aince printad. 
tnffldentlj ihows hia ullowmnce uid pmotlFe of the adoriiig or howisf 
to tnd towkrda tbe sltar, with other t«ii<t«, which made me even trembte 
whanlTevIit."— lyEwei. vol. ii. , pp. 100, lOL 

* RBOmer &ttributod the ofFer of ■ cuxlinal'* hat to this prelate. Hot* 
tluui thit. that, wben Lon! Keeper, he ictiully tried to be mnile a cudi> 
■uL—r^Blencoae'sSfdjiBj Papers, pp. SGI-3. NoCfi (o). LeBau'aUb 
ot I«ad, p. 373. 

t "About thj* time the mott profltable preferments in the EsgUth 
Ohonh were given to thou of the' slergr who were mmt forward to pfo- 
mote the impocitinn of ninr ceremonien and ■aperftitiaiu.''— Ludlow, p. J. 

- Heylin-. Life of Uud. pp. 198. 199. Le Bo.% p. 133. 
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religion, and the property and rights of the subject most 
divided, and it became quite the fashion to put forth these 
doctrines in public and solemn sermons before the king." 
" Ministers in the pulpit," said Wentworth, afterwards Earl 
of Strafford, '' have preached it as gospel, and damned the 
refuser of it."* 

Laud became the founder of a new school of theology in 
the churcL He did more, for he claimed for himself and 
his followers to be the true church. All others "were 
Schismatics, Genevans, Calvinists, — worse than all, they were 
Puritans. "+ The seeds which he scattered so lavishly^ 
speedily ripened to a bloody harvrest. The divisions of High 
and Low Church were laid by him; and now the formalist 
and the ceremony-monger of the present day, point with grati- 
tude and delight to the doctrinal teaching and the imposing 
ceremonies of the Laudian Church4 The present full- 

* Forster's Essays, voL i., p. 53. 
1* Marsden's Early Paritans, pp. 364, 365. "Bishop Laud, of London, is 
also powerful in his way, for he sits at the helm of ihe Church, and doth 
more than any of the two Archbishops, or all the rest of his twenty-two 
brethren besides/' — Howell, p. 226. 

X The author cannot deny himself the pleasure of giving the following 
graphic sketch from the pen of, perhaps, one of the most eminent Anglo- 
Saxon scholars of modem times: — "The germ of the Low and High- 
Chnrch parties, big with future convulsions, had already shown themselves. 
The successor of Cranmer, and the predecessor of Laud, were already 
measuring one another's powers for a deadly struggle : and Puritanism, 
bred in the midst of civil discord, growled and scowled in the distance. 
The unanimity which had now been attained under the leaden despotism 
of a church which strained every nerve to repress it, was better likely to 
result from the studies of a thousand men, of all varying powers, — the 
sternly logical, the imaginative, the enthusiastic, the savage and perse- 
cuting, the refined and instructed. The Bible had, indeed, been proclaimed 
the sole rule of faith, but then there were differences of translators as to 
various passages, differences of opinion as to its doctrines, and nearly 
as many controversies as readers. For the great misfortune of man- 
kind its chapters had been divided into verses, which might be 
quoted for every purpose, good or bad,- without reference to the con- 
text. Many still hankered after what their adversaries called the flesh- 
pots of Eg^t; and, even less complimentarily, the abominations of 
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grown Fuseyite is oaly a reproduction of a choice specimea 
of tbe Laudian Eclioo].* 

We must not overlook tha condition of the people 
Eejond all doubt, socially and morally, it was rery hai. 
The minions of arhitrary power touched all their iatereste 
Imposition in one form or other affected all the necessarua' 
of life, and increased their coat if they did not limit thdr 
supply. The oppi-ession waa intolerable. Nothing was saSa, 
No source from which gain could be extractedj waa neglected^ 
New modes were devised for inMnging on the rights aiA 
liberties of the people. Upon the bench the very fountaiBi 
of justice was corrupt. For money any ofBce was purchased. 
" Nothing was left to any one which he could safely call bit, 
own, except tlie wrong und the patient endurance of it."f 
From two independent aourcea we have glimpses of s 
phases of the grfnding oppressions of the people. Sir J. 
Culpepper, in his place in Parliament, said, "That t 
mouopolista and projectors were a neat of waspa, or swam' 
of vermin, and, like the frogs of Egypt, had got posaeasioa 
of our dwellings, scarce a room free from them. They sop 
in our cup (wnne), dip in our diah (licence to dres» in loums), 

the horlut that Bitt«th on Seven HilK In f&ct. it ia not Terj- eagj, tft 
■n esrthquaVe. to recnnitruct, u]>ud the old model, the palacea and honi 
it hu levelled with the ground. So the trade»nieQ and shapkeepen, u 
■oldien and peen, and coontry geutlemen, continued tJ> read the HabrSW 
itnd Greek, and the vorka nf tlie Fathers, and bandied amoagit thein«dTa 
the heavy blowi they had ananitoonsly bestnwed on tlie common enenlj 
The cup of polemieal hitternesi was full to overflowing. "—I. M. Kamblrt 
Introduction to Sir E. Twiiden on the Government of EBgland, pp. 9, lA 
Camden Society. 

* "Two oppoiite principles of cTinrch goveraraent were now brought iuta 
direst conflict. They voro reprawinttKl in the perooni of the two ili»- 
tinguiihed proiatea, Ablwtt aod Laud, wlio bail from ui early period b«M. 
panonally opposed to each other, and were now placed iu situationa at 
great and rival etninenoe, the one filling the higheit station in the oLnrBbt 
uid the other enjoying the UAbouuded confidenoe of the Sove 
OanlwtU, TuL ii., p. 105 (Note). 

•t Forslar, ToL i., pp. 42, 43. "People begin to Bay in town 
JudfM havo dntniyed the law, and the biihojia the GosptL" 
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sit by our fire (coals), are in the dje-vat, washbowl {soap)^ 
and powdering tub (salt), and share with the butler in his 
box (cards a/nd dice). They have marked and sealed us 
from head to foot, and will not bate us a pin. We may not 
buy our own clothes without their brocage."* Denzill 
Hollis, in a letter to Wentworth, thus describes it : — 
^' Since these wars all trading is dead, our wools lie on our 
hands, our men are not set on work, our ships lie in our 
ports unoccupied; land, sheep, cattle, nothing will yield 
money; not to speak of the soldiers ravishing men's wives 
and daughters, killing and carrying away beeves and sheep 
off the ground (stealing of poultry was not worth the 
speaking of); killing and robbing of men on the highway 
(nay, in fairs and towns), for to meet a poor man coming 
from market with a pair of new shoes, or a basket of 
eggs or apples, to take them from him was but sport and 
merriment; and a thousand such petty pranks," Act 
We only add one other illustration: — "For now, instead 
of the late favourite, my great officer and Lord of the 
Council proved a very tyrant; and it appears that not 
their virtues but the former favourite's power only restrained 
them from being so ; for that, falling, and thus left to their 
own arbitrary power, you would, verily, have believed that 
hell had been broke loose. . . . And in sober sadness, 
they all might truly have undergone the name of legion, for 
they were all many devils; and, like true devils, took pleasure 
in tormenting.":}: 

It is difficult to give a correct view of the moral condition 
of the people in a few sentences. In many of the large 
towns it was bad, in the rural districts much worse. The 
pulpit was occupied in many places by vicious and ignorant 

* Bushworth, vol. iii., p. 4. Burton's iDiary, vol. iv., p. 93. 

1* Strafford's Letters, vol. i, p. 40. Fairfax's Correspondence, ch. i., 
vol. i., p. 84. 

t Sir A. Weldon's Character of Charles the First. See History, vol. ii., 
pp. 49, 50. 
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men. Men of form, but -without power; who refuted by 
their lives the great virtues they professed to teach. Theic 
^m was, as Iiord Fauikland says, to establish "an E!nglish( 
though not a Roman Popery t so it seemed their work wsB 
to try how much of a Papist might be brought in withoal 
Popery, and to destroy as much as they could of the Gospel 
without bringing themaelva^ into the danger of being des" 
troyed by the law."* D'Ewes, whilst showing his iatenM 
hatred to Anabaptists, gives us a glimpse of the conduct of 
others : — " But I see, by daily experience, when divinea^, 
Bcholars, and others are given up to a pi-ofane, vicious, 
atheistical life, they so &r detest and bate such as be godly, 
as by a just judgment of God they are at length given up b> 
the hatred of the truth itself also, and readily take in thdir 
defence and creed, any Popish, Pelagian, or Anabaptistical 
eiTor8."t A more competent witnesaj says : — "Theclei^ of 
tboee parts (Salop) were, generally speaking, lazy and vicious. 
Some, by forging orders, had compassed even from the stags 



* l>arJ Niigent's Humpilen, vol. i , p. 191. Thera is a. curious note 
Buliop GilnoQ to Papys, illustrotive of the learning of tho clorg; ii 
former reign. "The other daj I met with a. Catalogue of the Cletgy tt, 
the ArobilucoDrr of Middleaex, -taltea in l5Si, with on aoooant of mi' 
tnan^a leanung and abililiea : in ahortp obaerring the stran^neaa of tl 
ebuBotera, I ran over the whol«, and as I went along, hranohed thes 
under diSercot heads, whereby tbeii several ahilitiea in leamiiig ai 
thera eipreued. It is a fancy 1 know you wiU be pleased with, mt^ 
therefore, I malie bold to give you this short view of the leanung ■' 
those times ^— 



Dooti Latini et CiscS 
Do. do. 

Hediooriter Doctt . 
lAtinaDocti . . . 
Do. MedioeritBr intcll 
It the LodiIdd clergy 
oonnty dinaea were!' 
230,2)0. 

t D'Ewea, toL il, p. 114. 
: CalaDij'a Ahriilgin»iit of Baxter's Lil 
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intellEi X. 
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to the pulpit Witli amazement be it mentioned, several 
in that neighbourhood of the sacred ministerial fonctioR 
were more noted for their gaming and drinking, than either 
their good principles or good living. There were not above 
three or four competent preachers all round the county ; 
and though all except one were conformable, they were 
divided by the common people iis Puritans, l^ecauae not so 
careless as their neighbours. In a word, there waa scarce 
the face almost of religion left. In the village we lived in, 
not a sermon waa heard from year to year. And the ser- 
vice was run over very cursorily and irreverently ; and when 
that was done, the rest of the Lord's day was profanely 
spent by the whole town in dancing under a Maypole and a 
great tree.''* 

In the higher ecclesiastical circles morals were low- 
Bishop Williams, we are told, could relieve the solemnities 
of an ordination service by the exhiliitions of the theatre. 
Lord Campbell says : — ' ' He used to have the players down 
from London to Buckden, when the hall of the Episcopal 
Palace was converted into a theatre, where comedies were 
I performed, even on a Sunday. Collins, in his ' Annals of the 
I Stage,' asserts that 'The Midsammer Night's Dream' was 
exhibited there on Sunday the 27th of September, 1631; 
and others add, that on that very day he bad held an Episcopal 
ordination, so that the piny was for the amusement of the 
joung priest8."t Judging from the state of the universities, 



• Morals d£ the People, io. " Now bocanse Popery and ptopluineneui, 
two giaters in evil, hud coaaented ftnd coaepired in this jmriah (WhuUey), 
ai in many other plucei, to adriuiiie their idols agniofit the arke o( Ood, 
and to oelebratQ thoir Bolomn fouta of their Popish sainta, as being Dii 
Tutelarei, the speuial patroae and protaDton of tboir diuch and parish, 
bj' their wakes and vigila, kept in commemoration luid honour of these, 
in all riot and eiceia of eating and drinking, diillianoe uid danoiag, 
■portLng and guning, and other abominable inipietieii itnd idolatlon," da. 
— Diary of Asihetun, p. 30 (Note). Cheethniu Society. 

+ Lives o£ tbe Cbanoallora, voL K. , p. 496. 



16 EARLY ENGLISH BAPTISTS. 



tbe bishop wonld find these yonng successors to the apostles 
ready for this or any other pleasure." 

The influence of such things told on the morals of the 
population. The Sabbath and the holy days, precious as the 
right hand or the right eye to Laud and his followers, were 
an3^J»ii)g but hallowed. They were periods of festivity and 
vice. Brutal and brutalizing sports were common. Bull- 
baiting, bear-baiting, dancing, interludes, and other kindred 
sports, entertained tbe rustic and supplied the citizen with no 
mean gratifications. These were not alone. Debauchery in 
every form was rant. The head and the members were 
tainted by it. Referring to this period, Guizot says : — " On 
the sacred day of the Sabbath did true Christians desire to 
perform, in tbe retirement of their homes, their pious 
exerciaes. In every square, in every street, the noiae of 
games and dancing, the riots of drunkenness, insultingly 
broke in upon their meditation,^ And the bishops were 
not satisfied with permitting these profane pastimes : they 
recommended, nay, almost commanded them, leat the people 
tilioald acquire a taste for more holy pleasures."t 

" There were some places in. England," said Sir B. Rudyard, 
"in the first year of Charles'x reign, wliich were scarce in 

* jySvrei gtrea oi a, glinipae of tbe inner life of one of theie fanuHU 
■eitiof laaming: — "But t)>e main thing which mode me wear; of Um 
oiillege «u, tlimt sweuiiig. drinking, rioting, and hutred of all piety sod ' 
virtue, nnder taiie and adulterate ntcknames, did abound there, and 
generally in all ths univentty. Nuy, the very «io of luit began to be 
known and praotued bj verj boy ■ : ao aa I wns fnin to lire BlmoM a 
reelow'i Ufe, oonvening cheerfully in our own college with lome of tbe 
honeit fellowi thereof. Bui yet tio Anabaptiiiticiil or PeUgian hereaiea 
againat God'a grace anil providence were then ttirring, but the tmth vi* 
in all public aennnna and divinity iota aaierterl and maintained. Nooo 
then dvsd to commit idolatry by bowing to or towordi or adoring tha 
■](«r, the communion table, or the bread and wine in the aacrament id 
the Lord'a Sapper. And the power of godlineaa in reapect ot the pnictiM 
of it, mu, in a moat atheiatical and nnchriitian nuinaer, contenmed and 
aeoffad at"— Vol. i.. p. Ifi. 

t En^ah Rerolution, b. il, p. CO. The whole aeetiou is wortli tbs ^ 
ktt«BtiMi rf ths TWidn. J 



CHARLES THE FIRBT. 17 

Christendom, where God was little better known than 
ataong the Indiana. I eiampled it in the North, where 
the prayera of the common people are more like spells and 
chLLrma than devotions."* Wales was still worse, and Ire- 
land only a little removed from heathenism. t 

The representatives of the people were not insensible to this 
state of things. Against the lofty prefenaioos of the Crown 
they assumed a firmer attitude. The first Parliament was 
marked by a calm and manly statement of grievances, and a 
request for redress. It touched both elements which were 
working so disaatroualy on the best interesfa of the nation. 
We have seen that, in the last reign, the Commons had assumed 
the functions of conservators, not only of Kberty, but of 
Christian doctrine. It was increasingly so now. The ten- 
dencies of church principles, aa proponnded by Laud and his 
colleagtiea, filled them with intense alarm. They denounced 
tliem as dangerous to true piety, and not less so to ci\i\ 
freedom. Again and again the hail of St Stephen's echoed 
with dennnciationa against the Ar minian ^d Popish tenden- 
cies of the courtly divines. J Again and again were they 

• CoUier's E. H., p. 743. 

+ Biabop EramliBll tells hb that in tha metropolis of Ireland, diurchas 
ynrc converted to aU mnnner of uses. One was a etaljle for the Lord 
Depat7; another, a dwelling-tionae for a nobis lord; the choir oE a third 
for a tennis-eonrt. Fenrful the gnaping spirit of tbs clergy, those of the 
higher orders espeoiallj. One bishop held twenty-three benefices with 
enros. This curious document will be found in Collier, p. 579. Ref erring 
to Wales, Whitelockc says, "That some of their ministers here are 
miserably debauched."— lite of ■WMtelocfee, p. IL London, 1860. 

J " Great also was tho ical of that House during the time the Sesaioa 
of FarUament continued, before the fatJ and dismal ahortiTe diaaolutioa 
of it, for the glory of God in the maintenance of the true religion ; that 
it might not be intermixed with Popish ceremonies or idolatrous octtoni, 
aor the pure dootrine ot tho Church of England bo oomipted with the 
blaapherooua tenets of lie Anabaptists in derogation of God's grace and 
providenoe, which tenets had hoen broached by Sebastian Caitellio, in 
ktin, and by Anabaptists, in English, about seventy years past," Im. — 
ITEweB, voL i., pp. 399, 400. Other allusions to these topics, and the 
infiuence of Aaabaptistical errors, will be found jn iiages WQ, 406. 



and 
act J 



18 EAKLT EHOLISH BAPTISTS. 

denounced as most dangerous to national liberty. Hon 
than this. The House not only took religion under iti 
protection, but, what appeared as a necessary conseqnenoe, 
and was doubted by only a few obscure sectaries, assumed 
to itself the power of judging and punishing error. Before 
a Committee of the House, Montague, Mainwaring, and 
Sibthorpe were humbled, notwithstanding the protectitm c 
the court.* 

But amidst all the decay of piety and the prevalence ol 
formalLfm and popery, we must not overlook an important 
conservative power. Puritanism still lived. In defiance of 
Laud, there were men in the Anglican Church of high moral 
character, whoso ministry and conduct abed the pure tight 
of Heaven on the moral darkness which surrounded then^ 
Their aim was lofty, their zeal was untiring, and their coi 
versation was holy. In the market-place, in the halls of tl 
rich and the noble, and in the churches to which therf 
had been appointed by the affluence of the wealthy, tlwy 
preached with earnestness and success the Gospel of Christ.t 
Nor were the Separatista from the church powerless. The 
rise of the Presbyterians and -the Independents we ban 
already 8tat«d. Their numbers and their influence had not 
diminished. As a whole, they were men of more Ugh^. 



* Hunirarins wai, bj the deciaion of the Canunoni, Motenoed t» Mi 
unpruouod during its pleunre. fined £1.000, suapeoded for three j«HV 
ftoin the uiinubiy, and to be disabled for ever from holding ulj offl«% 
or pKuhing at court.— ParL Hist. vol. iL, p. 388. Le Baaa'a Laud, p. 74^ 
la defiance of thit ceniure. ths impolitic moaarcti tpeedil? ni*ad th*> 
dalimiDeDttatheEpiKopal benii]).— Kids Rnahworth, pp. S93-6U; Nedi 
toU L, p. *16; Collier, pp. 734, 736, 737. 743. 744. 

t At auir aa 1637 a number of iodividuali h*d combined to bof q» 
eartun impn^iriatiant, in ordBr to emplo; the mouef aruing (roa UtM 
in the cmploTmant of leotunn to preach in Tarioui parte of the coonti] 
[iMld ultimately nicceedad id puttini; down tbii organiiatiaB.— ~ 
p. 7M; Price, n>L i. p 06. 

" The feoSen that pratended bo baj' in the impropiiatioai vera ilJinliWI 
ia tb* Obei|B«r Court, They wars ths main iutntmenU for the Paiita 
faetion ia undo the chnrrh."— Lsud'a Diary, p. 47. 
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many of them of equal learnings and &r more correct Tiews 
of the spiritual nature of Christ's kingdom, than the Confor- 
mists. Persecutions, imprisonments, and sufifering in every 
form never moved them from their sted&stness. The martyr- 
dom of Greenwood, Barrow, and Penryn,* only made them 
grasp with more tenacity their great principles. Unabashed 
by the lofty bearing of their great foe, death had no terrors, 
for them. They counted not their lives dear to them. Truth 
with them was everything. It was with them a Hving 
principle, more precious than a monarch's £&vour, more 
dear than life. From the woods and secluded spots, where 
they were fi^quently compelled to worship, a power went 
forth which told upon the masses, the senate, and the 
hierarchy. Hunted by the spies of the bishops,+ driven 
from place to place, they scattered in their wanderings the 
seeds of truth, which, in a few years, ripened into a rich 
and glorious harvest. With many errors, they were noble 
men, whose worth the moral and intelligent of the future, — 

* We have some difficulty in harmoniziiig the coiiflicting opinions about 
this illustrious martyr. Dr. Some, in his reply to Penrsm, says, "He hath 
broached many proud and blasphemous and Anabaptistical fancies. The 
mask that Mr. Penri levels at is, I fear me, to shake hands with Anabap- 
tistical recusants ; some parts of his wiitingB looke shrewdly that way." 
In another place he calls him "an heretical Catabaptist." — Mr. Some 
laid open by an Oxford Man, p. 13. No date. Vide pp. 4, 7, 16. Still 
Hanbury affirms that he was not a Baptist ; Brook is doubtful ; Wood 
says that he V became a notorious Anabaptist;'' and Joshua Thomas, 
in a MS. History quoted by Brook, says that "he was probably the 
first since the Reformation who openly and publicly preached the 
doctrines of adult baptism.** In his History of the Welsh Associations, 
he states this unhesitatingly. If any of our readers are in possession of 
additional proof, we should be glad to receive it. — Hanbury*s Memorials, 
voL i, p. 76. Brook's Puritans, voL ii., p. 67. Wood's Albe. Ax., 
voL i, 227. Thomases History of the Welsh Associations, p. 5. 
Waddington agrees with Hanbury. 

f "Laud, like the illustrious Burleigh, kept by him a catalogue of the 
principal nobility and gentry in the realm, with a notice of their respec- 
tive interests and inclinationi. And it was observed by him that no man 
was more perfectly acquainted than he with the joints and flexures of 
every party in the state." — Le Bass, p. 348. 
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despite the sneera of tbe ClareDdonfl, tlie Humes, ud 
Macaulaya, at tLeir fiuiEiticism, — will recognise, and truCh, 
Booner or later, will bail them as large contributora to tlw 
stately and imequailed fabric of our national liberty,* This 
advertence to these topics we feel to be Decessary to oor 
readers, iu entering on another chapter of the " Early 
English Baptists," 

The prevalence of Baptist principles, and the monl 
heroiani of many who hold them in the past reign, hare 
already been noticed, yet only glimpses of their organization 
can we gather from the records of those times. Their exia- 
tence is certain, but beyond this we can scarcely affirm. 
Crosby supposes them mixed up with other bodies, and thdr 
distinct organization as a separate community he finds at a 
later period. In one view the historian is right, in another, 
beyond all doubt, he is wrong. The Calvinistic body may 
date its existence from tlie period which he and Ivimey 
indicate : to the Arminian portion of it a much earlier 
origin must be accorded. In almost every page of con- 
temporary history, the Anabaptists are associated witli 
Anuinians, and in certain circles, we have do donbt, thuf : 
attachment to these dogmas exposed them to scorn and 
insultf The reader will tlnd examples of this in the fonnw 
volume: they could be greatly multiplied. During thh 
reign, however, the light is clearer and the facta beoom* 
more abundant. From their hiding-places our bretbna 
came, and as the power of spiritual despotism weakens, their 
principles fill a wider circle, and their power and raoni 
worth are more fully recognised. But we must not aiitiei> 
pate. 

The intercourse of the " Early English Baptists" with 

* The reader is referred for fuller inrnnntitioa on the cbanoter of tl 
mpn, to the pageg of Neal, Fletcher, Marvden, uid Price. 

t " In four tidae doctrine of Free Will and falling (ram g 
with the aDtienl Aiubaptlstt ml«>."— Trnth'i Yiatorf, ftc. Londan, 11 

p,:6. 
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Mennonite Ohurch in Holland has already appeared. Many 
of the illustrioas men whose history we have traced were 
closely connected with them. In many cases their dogmas, 
their practices, and their ecclesiastical polity were modified, 
if they did not entirely originate with them. For some 
time this union was maintained. Indeed it is difficult to 
affirm with certainty when it ceased. Evidence exists which 
makes this manifest, far beyond what has hitherto been 
known. We see it not in one place only, but in many. 
Not only in London, where churches existed who sympathised 
with their views, and held fraternal intercourse with them, 
but in the Western and Eastern parts of the kingdom. In 
this relationship they rejoiced; to the brethren they appealed 
to solve any difficulty which perplexed them, and by their 
advice they were in most cases guided. Though a little 
anticipatory as to time in one or two of the documents, yet 
we think it better to place them at once before our readers. 
The first of these more particularly belongs rather to the 
last reign than to the present.* The first is as follows : — 

"Very dear Friends, — ^We inform you that we have received 
your earnest and gracious answer, which has produced great joy in 
all our souls, for you have very fitly spoken in it to our hearts ; 
which, properly speaking, is done by God himself, by the light of 
Christ, according to the Spirit. And as soon as we had received your 
letter (for we had a timely messenger) we immediately assembled, in 
order to consider what answer should be sent unto you. In conse^ 



* The author is indebted to his learned friend Dr. Miiller for these 
valuable documents. The originals are in the archives of the Amsterdam 
church. A word in the translation is changed here and there, to render 
the sense more dear. The author must add here a sentence or two from 
his friend's letter on the relations of the Dutch and English churches. ''On 
the whole I cannot say that, after consulting all the written documents in 
the archive of our church, sufficient light is thrown on the relations 
which existed between the English Baptists and the Netherlands Doops- 
gezinden. This is evident, in my opinion, that these relations have been 
intimate, at least more intimate than we know or think now-a-days, and 
that, therefore, the fate of the one church is in many respects connected 
with the other." 



2S EAB£T 



oC tikk we mofw wiifee yon about tiie iBilUni aboot irlii^ yos 
d e iiie we ahoold frjIaiB our opinkna. 

**h We percenre that yoa think ^at we hapn Culed in the 
brealdi^ oC htead, or tiie edelntiaas itf Ae Lotd's 8tt| nwr with 
cadi other, linee oar fni'^iiwMniratimi, Ac. To whidi, we aiiawer : 
2L We aie skill ai cfbaon^ that & private Inoiher is aIIow«d to 

he be not in p f wcju on ci the miniflterial office : on coodition, how* 
cprer, thai the dinrdi has no minister, for, if it hare, we think that 
a private brother may by no means do it. Bnt alMH, in this mil tin, 
we aie very desirous to know whether we are wroag. 3L We do not 
think it objectionable to fly in time d peraecntioa to other comitriei^ 
and lire there. Many among ns now were d opinion that it wa& 
4. We do not think that the holy and peaceful doctrine d toleration 
is rtmmm^ if some remain in oar commnnicm (if they are qniet), who 
know not yet what they should think ol Christ's deity, namely, if 
they only belicTe that their salyation is in CSirist, and if they are sin- 
cere in all things to which they hare once ccmaoited, as we nnderetand 
that the deity of Christ reyeak itself most deaily in the fmits of 
this sincerity, which assore ns that they are the people of God, 
ilioag^ they have not yet a ppropriated to tiiemselves this mystery by 
their reason. Bnt if it were that some ol them contradicted the 
general. opinions of the congr^ation in this or other doctrines, or 
that they discoTcred an nnqoiet or ambitions sfarit, we sorely think 
that such should not be tolerated, bnt ong^t to be aroided for their 
nnqnietnesB, and because they wish to exercise authority over others. 
** Further, we inform you, that there is nobody amongst ns who 
denies the deity of Christ; but there are two or three who have a 
somewhat different opinion than we maintain in general, though, we 
think that, after all, it comes to the same end. We, in general, think 
that iiis deity consists in the endlessness, or the incomprehensible 
substance of the Godlike nature only; the others think that it should 
be understood as the natural emanation (just as the light of the sun) 
out of the eternal substance, and that this emanation takes place also 
in many other cases, just as we see that one body consists of many 
members. So also is Christ (1 Cor. xiL 12). It is Godlike strength, 
wisdom, mercy, justice, &c., &c., that God has sent out to make the 
world, and to reconcile fallen man. This, in short, is the reason of 
oar difference about the deity of Christ ; and shall we condemn eadi 
other for these optnicms? That be far from us. But if we see that 
some crocif y Christ, or the Godlike nature which they partake of, by 
the wickedness of sin, then we oondemn them, as we sorely know 
that the Word of God has already condemned them. Also, in these 
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matterSy'irt sre desinras to know what God has giren m yonr hearte. 
We leave it to jonr discreet consideration. 

** 5. An oath is not nuiny times demanded from ns, and some of ns 
may refuse, without much gnilt or disadvantage. But refusing an 
oath would be guilty or hurtful in our country, as some would think 
that we refused the oath of allegiance to our king, so that we should 
be caQed traitors, and if they should deal with us very severely, they 
could apply their law to us as though we were traitors; sLod the 
holy truth also, which we confess, would be esteemed an ill by some 
wicked men, and we should be esteemed as ill by some wicked men, 
and should be considered as dangerous and unquiet people in the 
country, that wiU not do what we are sure that we may do in such » 
partieular case as this. We desire to know from you, what you think 
worse, either to take an oath or to refuse it? and whether we should 
tolerate with peace those who were compelled by necessity to take 
one? You should take into consideration, that if we refuse an oath 
in our country, we could not be made free citizens in our cities ; nor 
could we leave our country, it may be to carry on our affairs and 
trade, or to fly persecution for conscience sake. However, we will 
avoid all this and all other things, as much as possible, now and for 
ever. 

** As concerns magistracy and weapons, or the profession of arms, 
we will by no means either take or assume one of them. Some <^ 
us will not do so for ccmscience sake, others for that of peace, now 
and for ever. 

**Thus we have, with few words, answered according to your 
desire, while we have no time to write now more about these things, 
and if we had, we could not, at all events, force you. We hope that 
you are in or near the fulness of joy, and the point of perfectness 
in all things, which we believe, but from which we are still far. But 
we will not cease praying, that He which hath begun a good work 
may perform it in you and us to the day of Jesus Christ. All of UB 
salute you most heartily in the Lord. Mercy be with you. Amen. 

* * We pray you also that, if you may receive us in your communion, 
that it may please you to write a few words to John Morton and his 
friends, in order te augment peace and welfare. We, from our side, 
will do as much as we can to bring this matter te an end. Many 
that are with him are ready te comply with the doctrine of toleration 
in order to promote peace. There are two (that were at his side) who 
have paid attention to the personal succession from the time of the 
apostles, and they wished to know whether some of those which pro- 
fess to be true constituted churches, can say that they have their 
origin from the times of the apostles. They are good people, and wish 
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to please God and to live in a true waiy ; therefore, we hope yoa irQI 
do wLat ia possible to pacify th«m. — Your frienda in and for tlie holy 
tnith and the heavenly life, * 

"EuA3 TooKEY, and the othera. 
"Jan. S,_162*. London." 

This letter, aod some which follow, throw light on acme' 
jK>iiit8 of our history hitherto unknown, Tookey and hia 
friends were members of a church which had, probably, been 
formed by Helwys, but at this time was under the pastoral 
care of Morton, his companion, in suffering, and who had 
returned with him to England. The points in dispute, and 
the cause of their disunion, will become manifest from Bubae- 
quent letters, if they are not so already from the one before 
the reader. 

Keconciliation was difficult ; but efforts were made by both 
parties to secure the ikvour of the Dutch brethren. Morton, 
and his friends in various parts of the country, sent a depu- 
tation to Holland to lay thoir case before the brethren there. 
The following extract of a letter from Cornelia C. Arcsto, 
minister of the United Watcrlaod and High German 
church at Amsterdam, to Hans de Bies, eldest minister at 
Alkmaar, Not. 13th, 1626, will be read with interest: — 

"Dear, and, in God, beloved Father in Christ, Hana de Rieg. 
Peace be with you I 

"To-day, two Engliah have visited us a« being commissioDetB of 
five churches in England, and who had carried with them a certain 
letter for yon, Renier Wybrant, and the other miniaters of our 
church, which letter is translated by one of our English brethren 



Englleh Brownist Cbnrch here. 1 beliere in the street where I lodge 
there be well near as maay religions as there be houses ; for one neigh- 
bour knows not, dot cares not much, which religion the other is of: so 
that the number of conventicles eiceeda the number of clmrebes here."— 
HoweU'a Familiar Letters, p. 26. London, 1754. 

" Here also is a French church (Dort) ; Aiminiana, Biownists, Anabap- 
tists, and Mennonites do lurlce liere uid also swarm, hut not so much 
tolerated here as at Rotterdam."— Brereton's Travels, 1G34, p. 13. Cheet- 
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from English into Latin ; from which we nnderstand that they have 
read our Confession, and (as they have written) must carefully have 
reflected on it, and therefore should be inclined to unite themselves 
with us, as they are of the same opinion in everything of it, except 
the article on the oath. 2. That they also think that the Lord's 
Supper ought to be celebrated every Sunday, unless it be hindered by 
a reasonable difficulty. 3. That the brethren, without imposition 
(of hand) or being ordained to it by the bishop (pastor), are allowed 
and ought to preach and to administer the Sacraments when the 
bishops are absent. 4. They are of opinion that the offices of the 
authority or Gk)vernment may be observed by a Christian, though 
they cannot be reckoned to belong to the church, but are worldly 
offices. As a proof of their opinions they use some reasons, the 
principle of which is, that the office is good in itself, and that they, 
therefore, take it that the use of it does not keep or put one out of 
the church, nor hinder that he be a Christian. 

'*This is, in short, their intention, purpose, and the cause of their 
coming to us, while we were requested that we should speak with 
these their two commissioners, and forward them an answer on pajjcr. 
We have told them, that we should ask for your advice, as the letter 
was directed especially to you. Therefore, in consequence of this, 
we request your advice how to do in this affair, whether it suits you 
to come hither, or that we send them to you ; and also, whether we 
shall give them a written answer to their letter, or that we should 
send it after them. May it please you to let us know your opinion 
as soon as possible. We have delayed them, therefore ; and mean- 
while ordered our English that they should show them our last 
answer to Eli^s Tookey, as he has spoken of the same matter, which 
they have agreed to do : but these have, concerning the oath and the 
offices of authority, a somewhat different opinion to that of Elias 
Tookey and his. 

''These count a number in England of undoubtedly 150 persons. 
They have separated from Elias Tookey, and belong to the x)eople of 
Jan Morton and Thos. Benys.* These two here seem to be clever 
men, and tolerably excellent in their habits ; they have also, as the 
others write us, suffered very much for the name of Christ, and have 
been a long time prisoners." 



* ** Probably the same Thomas who (June 8, 1620) was ordained to the 
full service by Benier Wybrant and Peter Andriessen, in order to 
secure the English part of the United Congregation.*' — Dr. Muller, 
▼oL i. 
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The foDowing is the letter tlieae bretliren were 
sioDed to carry : — 

' ' To our deax friends, Ha-nn de Eiea aad Kenier Wybtant, ail 
their churches, with all the other BervjmtH acd churches valkiog i* 
the flame way with them, and living in Holland and those neighbooi"- 
Looda i with the churches of JesOB Chriat which aro in England, 
Jive in London, Lincoln, SantDi, Coventry, and Tiverton,* all ^n- 
tjon, while they heartily wish thnt much mercy msy be iriTiltiplJrt 
from God the Father by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

"Dear friends, after presenting yon our salutations, we beartilf 
wiah yoii a contiausl welfuce and ealvatlon, because you love tlw 
Lord Jesus Ohrist and his blessed truth. It becomes all of us ' 
love the same Lord Jesus Christ and his truth to try for unity it 
naaners, and to wait with all and every one, aa belonging to 
M.mo society. Aud so we thought it an agreeable work to the Lord, 
a work which ia praiseworthy, aa it will be to the welfare of tha 
people of God, to help aud to confirm them in the truth. Fonuerif 
we were very much inclined, vary deairoaa to conclude the peace ; ' 
unity between UB; and though the most principal among us are I 
dead and rest now with the Lord, we that remain still are full of 
same desire to augment the glory of God and the welfare of 
people, and therefore we resume the same attempts. For tlii« pnp- 
pose, we bave sent to you these two beloved friends and brethres,' 
men that are approved among us, and have proved their oonitani 
and faithfulness to the cause of Christ, by continually suflering a locf 
and troublesome captivity almost to their whole ruin. They ahall 
point out to you (as far as it is wanted) our mind and purpose, h*- 
aides oU which is written and revealed in our letter. 

"A^ regards the articles of your faith which yim have publldicd 
before the whole world, that every one may know what you belieTl 
<at least with reepoct to the foundationa), and which yon foim«J|' 
bmve sent to lu, we have read them with all diligence and carsN^f 



'llieprBiMit putorsayaz— " Wc AoM no doubt that the Baptist chiwA 
in TivartoD existed very early in 1600, or eveu bafore, bat we have wi 
padtiTo eiidenoe. Our second church-book h^ns with 1678, and at tint 
time the chureh consisted of 120 members, nearly 00 uE theot men. Tbt 
foiloTing ii the headini^ of theiecoud church -book : — * A record nr regictsr 
of the ChuTch of Christ in Tivorten, aud of the offnin and proceeding 
theieot, aiace, by tbe mervy and pruridence of God. we bavg the cnjeT- 
nmt of liberty and pease, in the jaar lOHT. Oar former book, oonta 
mattcn of this nature, being loiit in the lute time of trouble' " 
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considered. We have liighly praised with a sincere heart the Al- 
mighty Grod and his holy name, that onr differences are not greater, 
and that the ^inciples or foundations of Christ's doctrine so yeiy 
purely are acknowledged by you ; while, at the same time, we have 
noted the opinions of some tilings in which we seem to differ from 
each other. However, if we do not misunderstand each other, and 
when we have taken all things into consideration, we believe that we 
do not differ at aU. Therdfore, we pray you to send us with these 
onr messoigers yonr opinions, and to inform them also about the 
same opinions with your own words. 

'*I. We say, then, that we believe, just as you have written and 
acknowledged that you do, that Christ is God and man in one person, 
according to your eighth article, though you say that you do not 
know whether he has assumed his substance from Mary or not. This 
is not directly against the belief of others who say that he may be 
admitted, and, therefore, -may remain and be suffered, in the society 
of the true believers, without being excommunicated or condemned. 

' * n. As regards the oath, we do not see any difference in this matter, 
as we are informed, and partly know it, that you think it right and 
allowed to speak the truth before the magistrates, or somebody else, 
and to take the praiseworthy name of God as a witness in a just 
affur, as it is proved by the following places in the Scriptures : — 
Bom. i. 9 ; 2 Cor. i 2 and 3 ; FhiL i 8. And that we else never 
may swear, according to the following places: — ^Matt. v. 34; 
Jas. V. 12. 

'^ni. We say also, that, when there are important aff&irs which 
prevent it, the Lord's Supper may be left away till the things which 
hinder are taken away. Otherwise, we do not dare to neglect it on 
eveiy Sabbath when we come together for other godly things of the 
public service. Herein we have the example of the churches of God 
'^ndiich grant us this matter. And as it is also an important part of 
our spiritual comfort and union with Christ, and mutual unity as well 
as any other part of ihe divine service, so we are resolved to continue. 
We hope you will allow us to do it seven years, if we like it. For 
why should not also tiie other parts of the public service, which are 
of the same nature and wei^t, be differed? 

**TV. We acknowledge that the ministering of the holy sacrameniB 
tmseparately is united with the ministering of the Word, and that 
not every member of the body may minister tiie sacramoits. But we 
say also this, that those also are servants of the body who are not 
installed in the ejHScopal office by imposition of hands, but preadi, 
convert, baptize, and build churches and pe r fo r m other public actions 
with the cofnsent of the church when the bishops are not present, who 
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only may perform all public actions, aa being tlie jmblic and 
servants of tlie chiircii. 

"V. Ab regards the fulfllment of on office of magistniture, 
understand, first, that your judgment does cot extend so far that 
you do not suffer one of s. contrsuy opinion, but that you admit 
vho are not ciuite of tbe same opinion with you. Indeed, we ai 
formed that you really suffer some offices of nmgiatratnre in wliidl 
the questions, affairs, and quarrola about ^lOEaeasion and othv 
worldly tilings ara regulated, if they baye nothing to do with blood, 
war, and weapons. And so it ts evident that our difference does not 
concern the office of magistrature itself, but the manner of executioil, 
namely, not whether the office is without the church, and by mt 
means may exercise its worldly authority in the spiritual kingdoin of 
Christ or of the church ; but more this, whether tba magistratom 
may use the sword which ia given her by God to tlie prutoction of tbt 
right of the good subjects of this world against all invasions, wrongs, 
and similar crimes, and with which she punishes the murderet*. 
This is, according to our opiaioo, the diHerence. 

" That it may please you to suffer our freely infonning you abont> 
our opinion in this matter ; while we confess that we are very wUIing 
to be instructed by you, or anybody else, and in what cose it mayb^ 
and that we will acce]>t all what will be evident to our conscience l^ 
the Word of truth. As regards magistracy itself, we ocknowledgl 
with you, according to your 37th article, that our Lord Jesus Christ 
has not established in his spiritual kingdom or church of the New 
Testament neither magistracy nor any Dther j)art of its power, hoc 
that the church has nnything to do with the oxecutioQ of it; for 
his kingdom, arms, servants, and all things that belong to it, we 
ipirituaL We should neither make any distinction of persons in thil 
epiritnal kmgdom, or suffer that there are many masteta. But is 
worldly things the saints ought to respect the magistracy, just as aU 
good subjects do those that are above them, and as children do thdr 
parents. In the church there are many masters, — even all of us ai* 
masteis, — but in all things of the world her believers are ■e^vatltl^ 
uid, therefore, they possess an ofEce of magistracy not in ecclesias- 
tical, but in worldly affairs. For the worldly ordinations are from 
Ood, and are good ; and, therefore, wc aak. Can those things which 
are good be an oljstacle that one can be a disciple of Christ, or thst 
he maybe a Christian? Or aro men hindered by the church to do 
those Uiings which are good! She may by no means do so. Than 
is Dotbing which seduces us from Cod, but only sin, which is Ital 
good, but evil. If magistracy impedes us from Uhristiaaity, then it 
must be considered as sin and evil ; and then we must desire its nlia 



d not priLf far it, neither thank God for it lui a good ordinance of 



We must pray and thank Cod 



him. But it ia no evil anil m 

for it as a good ordinaJice established by liim , fls it is in reality; 
and, therefore, it cannot hinder one to be a Chrifltian. Must we 
compel a, man who desires to become a Chriatian, to leave anything 
else bnt aia ? Baptism, for which we resist the world, is a baptisia 
of conversioa to the forgiving uf sins which all those are to receive 
who repent for their sins and believe in the doctrine of the GospeL 
Shall we make or suspect a ain in thaur eyes which is a good ordinance 
of God! This bo far from lis. 

"We could say very much about thia ; bat as you yourselves 
acknowledge tho authority, so we shall only speak of the execution, 
or the office itself. 

"It is evident, tliat he who has estabbshed thia good ordinance of 
God, has given the sword in their handa to revenge on him who 
commita evil, and to protect him who acta rightly. If you, then, 
take away the sword, you take away the authority. For what wise 
man will think that, if the magistrates intend to do justice in order 
to puniah the wicked men, there will be anybody who will esteem 
their command, if they have not the power to compel one to the 
things that are right by the sword ! The magistrates cannot put an 
eiample, if they had not the power of— according to God's command 
— shedding the Mood of those who shed the blood of men. What, 
would the murderer ask for magistracy! Or how could he be hin- 
dered of ahedding eontinoaliy blood! And so we see of the weapona, 
that the Lord allows them in the possession of the disciples, but that 
lie does not bUdw to use them to protect his spiritual kingdom, 
nor in making ooe's self the king of that kingdom, for which 
reason the Jews sought to kill hiia. Therefore, arms are good, 
and the possession of them right among the disciples just as all other 
worldly things. But they may not use thoae arms in his king- 
dom, as the arms of the host of hia kingdom are not camaJ, hut 
spiritual, and its subjects have only a Spiritual King. Therefore, 
also, they may not exercise authority, the one over the th as the 
princes of the G entiles do, because hia kingdom ia □ 1 1 ke tb k ng 
doms of this world. Many other things are said to h 1 n to that 
kingdom, as the spiritual treasures and purses (Luke i: 33) 
spiritual building (Ex. iL 20); spiritual apparel (1 P to 3) 

npiritual meat (John vi 27 — Hom, liv. — ). Now th n b c use all 
these things, and many others, ore said to be found in the hjng I m 
of Christ, may we, therefore, not use them in the world, namelj — 

iBUrea, purses, buildinga, apparel, and meats? Wo hope that no- 
body will deny this. 
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' ' Beeides, that you write that yon think it is not allowed to yoa 
to use annB, aeems very surpriaing to as. The magiHtratefl who »nt 
sure of the faithfalness of their sabjeets who are incliDed to protect 
their government, will take much more care in order to promote the 
pence of these aubjectfl, than for those who could suffer that theyo^ 
their authority were mined s,ud the inhabitants were attacked, ia- 
Etead of protecting them against murderers, thieves, and others, -v^ 
may attack their counhy. We ate sure, at least, that it is ao in onr 
country, however it may be in youra, and with your iuagiatr«ta. 
And as regards suffering persecution, we sec that godly inagirtrrtM 
have often suffered dreadful peraecution from their own Bubjecti 
(Num. liv. 2—x. 6; 1 Sam. viiL S; Dan. vi. 2— v. 12; John, vii 50). 
These are some of our reoaons among bo many about our judgment 
and opinions in this matter. And these are all the di&ereuces which 
we think to eJdfit. The first of your articles we acknowledge freely 
ta well with our hearta as witli our mouths, and we shall adhere to 
them, with the help of God, to our death. 

■' We liray you, thnf it may please yon to consider camcBtly tU 
these diSerences ; and to write us, after that consideration, whether 
you could suffer ua, as we can suffer yon in these raattera. that we 
then may be together as members of one body, of which Christ is the 
head, and that we, walking in one society, may be of good conoord. 
living together in the union and truth of Christ Jesus as brethm. 
that it may prove whose disciples we be in reality, namely, those al 
Jeaui Christ our Lcrd and only Saviour, to whom be the praloe nar- 
lastingly. Amen. 

*'And thus, dear and very beloved friends, taking leave, ws »■ 
commend you with all our hearta to the grace of our Lord Jmh 
Christ, whom wu most earnestly pray that he may lead you in all 
truth 0.9 well as lis, and so will keep us irreproachable to the re- 
velation of His glory." 

(Tmulaled Into I>ntcli from tho Lttln muuHripl. vhicb wu InndUrf 
Iram ILe Engllih In irlilcta It >u oilfliiiUl; vrltUa, Nar. tS, lOM.) 

Wbetlier the ileputiia wtre received liy Kies, we have no 
infonnatiou ; but, on receipt of the letter, be drew up K 
series of questions, and forwarded tlmm to tbe two brethren. 
The <inecr and brief acswera to some of them, are as followm: 

"list of Qnesliona written by Hans de Rics, and pat before ^ 
deputies of the five churches in England, followed by some AnnrM* 
at the fool of tlie page:— 

"Whether the churches which they mention are acquainted urf 
have knowledge of their coming to us7 
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" Whetiior they be ovdoed by «]iBK» vitik an eoneovi, to 
us? 

'* Whether they »e an, nd vnamBOHiy, cf &e 
cording to the eoHtnito cf ^bar letter; opedally, 
no diffierenee b e t we eii Aeir doctnae aad omim, baft csly 
arfcideB they mpntinii in Aeir wzitag? 

** Ab we hsre here some tiiat are of Aeir 
mnnicated by ilieini, wherefore do they take them now? 

"Whetker ttey think them wort^ to be 
came froiRn^bnd and took ly IIm ii Trmdemre here; and think ttat 
they who live here are oUiged to Ihre ^gain in En^and? 

'* Whether they think it to be ri^it, and womid sdier and dinetif 
cany cm, that eroy brother, without baring an orderiy 
nay aerre tibe ■■< i iiiii iili ; and alao wnnnrw, if 
I? 

'^Whether there are no o&er iaaam of wvris in nae in 
country wiili aweazi]^ an oath, than — 'God la my witneai'? 

"Wbetiia'tii^conklbearwi& it idien tii^were in Fngl-ind, 
that aome dunchea only aometimea in the year take the Loiif a 
Sapper? 

" Whether any brother in Aeir chnreh, and firing in Aeir plaee; 
who did not tldnk it according to the nwuiand of CSod to bveak 
bread every Snndny, and iHmii, therefore^ did not ii'klaili the Jjotd^u 
Sapper on evezy Sonday, wonld be tolfrrted amo^g them? 

''Whether they would think to be oUigBd ^ lor the proaueof 
being ready to aervioe,* promiaed to the king) to aaairt the king witik 
weapons, and to protect thenmrfvea and their weapons even with 
their bkMxL? 

"According to idiat law they think tiiat a Christian authority is 
obliged to pnnish the evil, to cany on war; and to deal witik its 
enemies? 

'* Whether a Chiistian, alao in the qnairds of his king and in the 
remstance against his enemies, may toodi the goods of these 
may extort them, and take them awi^; alao iHiether he may 
and keep, as free and own goods, those that are taken away? 

lAireWDBL] 

" The five drardies have not every one a minister, lliooe tint 
have no minister wait with the service tin one is coming; tiierefotc^ 
it is not possible to break bread every Snnday. 

*'They do not soffier that somdiody teadies the congregation with- 
out beiog acknowledged that he is aUe to do iL 

''They make a difierenoe between one that teaches and aenres the 
sacraments, and one that stands in foU service. 
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" Two different opinionB of foreign charclies. 

"Whether they would receive the English, ia doiibtfuL 

" Whether it may be thought neceesaiyliy all of them to celebnb 
the Lord's Supper* every Sunday, — they do not know that, 

" They have neither commaad nor law to break brc&d every Sitt 
day ; but they do not see any offence in it, if a minister woold da » 
on Sunday." 

To the disaidents under Elias Tookey, the minialer of 
the church at Amsterdam had written in May, 1624. 
letter ia in the name of the United Church of the Dutch 
and English. 

"Augmentation of divine wisdom and knowledge of the dirinf 
truth, wo wish with all our hearts our beloved friends who have th 
foretaste of the heavenly things (sixteen in number), with all thm 
who are near them and are zealous for the truth of God the Fatha 
and Jeaue Christ our Lord and general Saviour. Amen. 

"Very dear friends,^ We have recently received your letter, datei 
March 29, stUo anti^o, and have read it with a great joy, while wi 
thanked God for hia merey which he has poured out over yon il 
great abundance, though undeserved and only by his great lore ud 
clemency, and which consists herein, that he makes shine in you tfe 
evangeUcal truth in this dark world, that he enhghtened the eyes <if 
your mind, and has endued you with the acknowledgment of his 
will, to hia glory and the promotion of yonr ailvation. 

" We pray the good God that he will bless the commenced vuA 
by the service of Christ, and that he will allow that the son whii 
begins to rise at the break of day and goes on to the fall day, ahioc) 
in its glory in your hearts ; that he will give you, at the same titu. 
heavenly strength and mercy, tliat you may reveal and promote by • 
holy life much light among this untoward generation which has itt 
walks in the midst of dorkue^B and sin, to the honour of God and tin 
ougmeotatlou of your own salvation, and the cuuversloa and lUiuiu- 
natiou of many. Amen. 

" We are most ioatantly uiorod to answer you, and to prove yoa 
oiu heartily tender andChristianaffection, as wellaa the joy we ban j 
exjierienced about the commencement of your illuiuinatiun. YovT 
Christian aalntation wa« very agreeable to ns ; and though the number 
of those whom it has ptcosed the Lord to grace with the knowladf* 
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of truth is still very small, we were, however, very glad, and believed 
that God will cause the light of his truth to shine before many. Just 
as the birth of Christ, according to the flesh, was only informed to 
few, but afterwards is brought to the knowledge of the whole world, 
so we are in good hope that the birth and knowledge of Christ, 
according to the spirit, which has begun in you, will extend more and 
more to the salvation of many. 

"With much desire we have waited for your writing, as we under- 
stand also that you were very desirous to receive some lines from us. 
You write us about the causes of your delay. We accept them with 
love. Our reason was, that we, after your taking leave of us, have 
not received any information about the acceptance of our writings and 
the reasonings which we had with your messengers. We hope it 
may please you to accept this excuse also. We learn from your 
letter, that you are excommunicated or excluded from their meetings 
by John Morton and his friends.* The chief cause of it would be, 
your opinion about bearing with, and tolerating, the weak or those of 
little understanding about scriptural matters, who, however, are very 
conscious in everything they know, and peaceful and quiet in the 
church. We were, indeed, very sorry to hear this, and it displeased 
us very much. We wish those who have rejected you more wisdom ; 
and you, that you may bear with patience all the injuries which 
have befallen you, and which have not been few, and are still con- 
tinuing ; and that you rely on your own pure hearts, on the justice of 
your cause, and the promises of God. In doing so, you do as it be- 
comes Christians, and, therefore, we were already very glad that we 
heard you did so. We admonish, pray, and beseech you, remain on 
that same way; do not reward evil with evil; do not rail on those 
that injure you, but look for the footsteps of Christ, and follow the 
.example of the patience of the saints, and take care that your love 
and kindness become known to every one. Let it be a very small 
thing to you, as it was to St. Paul, to be judged of man's judgment. 
Have compassion with such men and their foolishness, and behave 
yourselves in such storms according to the words of the same apostle 
(1 Cor. vi), as servants of God, with great patience and prudence; 
and let your prayers for those who grieve you rise to God, according 
to the example of Christ. Eemember that you yourselves have been 

* *' Sir, I perceive you are an Anabaptist, and therefore I shall speedily 
make good my promise ; and, indeed, some thirty years ago, Mr. Morton, 
a teacher of a church of Anabaptists in Newgate, then his confessions 
comprehended all the errors of the Arminians, which now of late many 
that go under your name in and about London, dissent from." — ^Truth's 
Victory, London, 1645, p. 19. 
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f ooliflih, and probably hare oondemned nn jnstiy and in a wrong Hme, 
H yon bdunre yoorselTes thns, yon will {Htyre to the irorid that jm 
know the words of Christ, written in the tables of yovir heart wift 
the fingers of God ; and jronr wisdom, patience, and kindness will te 
a light to the foolish, and will serve them to a better nnderatandiigi 

"That yon hare nsed many means to remain in the unitywithtiias 
that have excommunicated yon, makes ns very glad ; lor it is chni' 
tian to endeavour for peace and unity. The Holy Ghost m^i»fc«nMlMi 
to do this. We are very sorry that your efforts were in Tain in Urn 
matter, and that you are now without any hope to do something thit 
win be fruitful ia these praiseworthy matters. However, do not 
repent of all your endeavours, for they will always contribute to a 
good conscience, which is to be esteemed above all treasures. Bat 
those who have oppressed and contempted you, will suffer a£9ictioB 
and repentance when they shall have obtained better knowledge, whi^ 
we hope that very soon will happen, before the day is passed for Umbol 

** You wished, as we perceive, that your a£Eur were brought to tht 
judgment of the Dutch and English chtirch here. We also wish It 
hear your afiair in an impartial manner and to decide it, that the 
quarrels may be finished, and peace may be preserved. But how ii 
it possible to perform this, when your parties will not nndentand 
each other? It must be recommended to the care of God, and lefit» 
the course of time. 

** If John Morton, or somebody of his followers, comes to ns with a 
kind heart and a manageable mind, we shall be very glad to see hisL 
We wished that God allowed that he appeared in such a maDBV, 
then there might follow a good consequence out of his coming. If il 
happened that he came in another manner, you must not think ^sl 
they will cause here any trouble at alL Our communion has learned 
by experience, and by taking into consideration the many quaireb 
caused by the peevish people round us who lack the peace-feeding 
doctrine of tolerance, how amiable, costly, and good it is tbsl 
brethren dwell together (Ps. xxxiii. ) ; so that we do not fear any dis- 
turbance among ours by the arrival of whomsoever. As r^ards the 
letter which we gave to your messengers, and which has been with- 
holden from you as you complain, and which was signed by two ol 
our ministers (Hans de Ries and Renier Wybrant), we affirm ia 
this, that the contents were the general opinion and the doctrine d 
all in our church, especially in that of tolerance. This article is held 
among all of us as one which we embrace with all our heart, as it is 
one of the first causes of peace, and the unity or keeping together of 
the communion. If John Morton, or somebody of his friends, says 
otherwise, we must suffer, and christianly bear with that; but if hs 
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comes to us, it will be evident, after examination, that our opinion is 
as we have written, and write once again here. Therefore, we have 
no fear for Mb or another's arrival, as we cannot think that one in 
our church will be seduced from our peacefulness by such a means. 

'* You should not derive from this fact, however, that we push on 
tolerance out of its due limits, as if we allow a place among us to all 
errors, how great or of what nature they may be. By no means ! but 
we limit it according to the Scriptures, and consider it with all wisdom. 

*' We learn that you are very well pleased with the reasons which 
we have cited for our not having supplicated to our magistrates, 
according to your desire. We have no objection against this. 

'* Thus we were also pleased with all that you have written about 
the first separation, namely, that you see that the separatists are 
guilty, because they have not joined a real communion, but have 
formed a new sect according to their arbitrary opinion, and in an 
irregular manner; also, that they have misused the discipline of 
Christ, &c. And so we conclude that you are enlightened by the 
mercy of God, that you can see these mentioned deficiencies ; while 
we pray and admonish you, that you most diligently take care wisely 
to use your knowledge, and that you, by no means, resemble the 
unwise doings which you have seen. We have often warned them 
in the beginning of the separation, and disadvised them such dis- 
order, and admonished them to patience and tolerance; but our 
reasons have not found a kind ear with them. 

** With great pleasure we have read in your writing, that you are 
not of opinion that it is absolutely necessary to break bread on every 
first day of the week, but that you give liberty about this to every 
church, as you yourselves exercise this liberty. By this expression, 
'as you yourselves exercise this,' we understand that you break 
among each other the holy bread of the Lord, or celebrate the Lord's 
Supper with each other. If we understand this in the right way, we 
cannot see but that you do the same that you rebuke in others, 
namely, that you, before you have joined another communion, and 
are tsJs-en up by it to the Christian church, establish a new church, 
by which fact you fall within the judgment of your adversaries. 
And as we cannot command you, so we can only advise and admonish 
you, to be quiet in such church matters, that all things among you 
may be done in good order, and have a scriptural form. Before the 
beginning of your separation your opinion was, that no private 
brother, without the calling of the congregation, might distribute the 
sacraments; and also that it was not allowed in the time of persecu- 
tion to fly to another country, and to live there. We should be very 
glad to learn whether there is now another opinion among you, or 
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whether yon still ure of the same prmci]JcB. When y. 
were here, and vie apake with them, we declared then that those who 
have different opinions ahout the origin of the human body of Christ 
axe esteemed among ua as to he borne with, as they still belong to 
those who do not deny the humanity of Christ, but confess that he a 
truly man. But if one would extend it bo far, that we should esteem 
it excusable that somebody might deny the deity of Christ, or denitj 
that Christ was really God, tic would Dot understand ub well, bat 
very wrongly. And, therefore, we hope that it may please yoa Ir 
explain to UB how we should underatand these Words; — 'We do oat 
compel oQo to believe of Christ what we do, but bear with eaiA 
other. ' We desire to know whether this is only said of the origin of 
Christ's body, or whether the article of the deity of Christ should be 
contained within. If you bear also with those who deny the deity rf 
Christ, or do not coufess that Christ is truly God in the Father, uid 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, we hope yon will lie BO kind M to 
write your true meaning about this tons. As regards the doctrine o[ 
the oath and magistracy, you write that some are with ub and othen 
not. That it may please you to write us, whether those who do not 
agree with us about both the articles will forsake the practiaiDg of 
their opinions for the love of the peace and edification of the chonJl. 
or whether they, when they are called for it, especially for the use of 
arms, would persevere in their opinions. We think it necessaiyte 
have true knowledge of this. 

"That all the other articles which are mentioQed in our confessioB 
are considered by you ns Christian, and that you acknowledge to 
have received much Ulumiuittion by them — we thank for this the 
good God who is the origin and conimencer of all good tilings, and 
from whom all good and perfuct gifts descend. We pray him that 
he, for bis own honour and tho welfare of all of you, will give yoo 
mercy, force, and good gifts, that you may increase and grow up in 
the commenced knowledge and tnith. Persevere also continually io 
a holy life with beseeching and praying to the Almighty. EememLei 
that he is faithful who will fuLlil his promises in you, and moke them 
yea and amen. 

"With much joy and gladuesa we have learned that it is yoor 
holy intention to be admit in our brotherhooil, aud to be unitol 
with our communion also by tho outward bonds. We also at* in- 
clined to it, aud we intend topcrForui it, with the help of God, in good 
order, when we have received your answer on this, and have learMd 
that we have such harmony iu the knowledge of the truth, tti»t ^rt 
may trust to live in fuQ pvuce the one with the other. 
tnie Christians. 
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** We have not received any writing or complaint from your adver- 
saries which was offending yoiu If something will be delivered us 
after this, we shall act with it, and behave ourselves as it becomes 
impartial men. 

*'We suppose that the money which we have delivered to your 
messengers really has reached you in due time, as we have trusted it 
to your messengers with perfect confidence. 

*'Now then, as we have answered your letter, which pleased us so 
very much, we conclude this, and sh^, expect your kind answer with 

much desire. The mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you. 
"Amsterdam, — May — y Ao. 1624. 

** Signed with the consent and allowance of the ministers and ser- 
vants of the Dutch and English churches of Jesus Christ in that place." 

The reply to this letter lies before us, and we give it entire. 

** Letter written by Elias Tookey to Hans de Ries and the elders 
of the church at Amsterdam. An answer to the letter from Amster- 
dam, May, 1624 : — 

**To the holy and discreet elders, Hans de Ries and Renter 

Wyhranty we wish augmentation of all heavenly wisdom and 

spiritual knowledge (to the use of the Church of Christ, which you 

defend), from God the Father, by Jesus Christ, as well your Lord as 

ours, that immortality may be reached by all of us. Amen. 

•* We inform you, beloved and very reverend fathers, that your 
being silent such a long time (which we, however, do not take amiss) 
was almost the cause that we supposed that you had neglected our 
interests on purpose ; though, as soon as your letter reached us, we saw 
clearly that this was not the case, for which we are, indeed, very glad. 

"In this, your kind letter, you admonish us firstly to persevere 
in holy prayers, godly exercises, and a holy life, which all of us will 
endeavour to do, with the help of God ; and to that end we meet 
continually, though in a deficient manner. However, we do not 
minister the sacraments nor the church discipline, as we have pro- 
mised you in our last letter. 

** You are so very sorry, as you say, that we, who are of so small 
a number, differ among each other in such a considerable manner, 
while you fear that, if we increase, we shall occasion troubles, dis- 
cord, and schism, &c. : on which we answer, that it grieves us that 
you are so very sorry, while we inform you at the same time that, 
though we at present, or afterwards when we increase, differ in some 
opinions of our understanding, we, however, continually persevere in 
holiness of life, and can bear with each other in peace ; which Chris- 
tian tolerance, we think, to be a preservative of the church to pre- 
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vent the abave-mentioned joopardf, as nioute exajniaatious, limite- 
tiona, censureB, and condemnatioas oaly for opia 
specially the inconveniencea yon spoke about. We b^ere tilt 
the Holy Scriptures can prove this. 

"In your letter you have mentioned three differeat mattera whid 
you eoofiider as encumbrances which prevent our being tieceini 
among your brotherhood, namely, the deity of Christ, the oath, tti 
the war. We are oF opinioa that all troubles about these thn 
mattera may be taken away by Ohristian love, and the above-mM 
tioned tolerance, if a part of the truth of God is not coutetopted. 

" Ab cegarda the deity of Christ, and to bear with each other wifl 
Tespect to thiB doctrine — we ar@ with yon of the same opinioD, mtlM 
yon would compel oa to believe three different persona in the Dci^ 
which manner of speaking is not fotiQtl in the Scriptures. Bnt W 
aorely beUeve that there is hut one single God revealed otideF thM 
dislJngmahed Dames — Father, Son, and Holy Ohoat \ and, in order li 
answer directly, as you deaire it, we do not aay eo!y that there ii 
nobody among us who denieathat Christ is God, but we undoubtei 
believe that Christ, according to the Spirit, is from the same hti 
and mbatance with the Father, and that God is id the Father w; 
the Son and the Holy Ohost, as yon affirm it. 

" Aa regards the oath aad the war, you direct us to your & 
propositions, [the nosound opinioua!] which are maintainedi 1 
adversaries [!] as we told you before. We have, howi 
diligently examined jiour argumeDts about the two qaew 
are collected by yon chiefly out of the words of Christ on M 
tain, which are added to the other ones in your memoir, I 
that examination, there were three who were then of tho ■ 
opinion with you ; but the othera were not, as they think t 
according to the words of Cbriat, it ought to be as follows :- 

' ' The oath wna not a manner of use assumed by men, hut used bl 
God himself, and was often exerted by the Jews, and tho«e i ~ 
were converted to their religion in good and righteou 
they before the Gentiles (Jos. ii. 19, xx. 2 ; 2 Sam. xx 
Gentiles before the Jews (Gea. xivi 28. rxii. 34). When w« oi 
aider all this, we arc obliged to think that the oath has not oalj b* 
a mere figure to bo annihilated by Christ, as, if this were the caM^fl 
the holy people would not have used it. 

' ' We do not explain the words of Christ, Stcear not al all, U 
Christ hM prohibited the oath over good and righteooi matter*, b 
miannng the oath, as the Jews did in their usual conventations, s 
which is also prohibited by him to the Christiana. We only thit. 
that the meaning of the words Smar not at all Is, Swear out bfl 
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heaven, nor eartii, nor Jerusalem, nor by the temple, and similar 
creatures. Again, Stoear not at aU, in your ordinary oonversatiomr, 
but your word be yea, yea ; nay, nay, in all your usual seasons. Do 
you think that all true words in your ordinary conversations must be 
affirmed with an oath? or that the Lord demands to please him in 
such a manner? or that he has ordered an oath over important 
matters ? To such questions we are moved, and the more for this, 
that St. Paul has written in the ssune manner — (2 Cor. i. 23 ; GaL L 
20 ; and also the Angel, Apoc. x. 6 ; and to the Hebrews vi) — so 
tibiat we have examples as well of Crod as of men that an oath was 
8Wom in righteous, good, and important matters. We think also 
tiiat much good is {»roduced in that way, as well for the body as for 
the soul of men ; so that we truly think that it was really the inten- 
tion of Christ not only to take away the corrupted misuse of swear- 
ing, but also to affirm the right manner of swearing an oath, as ke 
does also in the same chapter with other commandments ; for he has 
not come to annihilate even the least commandment, but to fulfil it. 
But, in order to inform you clearly what is the opinion of some 
among ua, we mention that we have some oaths iu our country which 
ire do not venture to consider as those of the churdi, or an oath in 
matters of offices, or by authority, as their tendency is to change the 
belief and to hurt our neighbours. 

*' As regards war, some of us are of the same opinicm with you, 
on accoimt of these words of Christ (Matt. v. ), / say unto you, that 
ye resist not the evil; which words, you yourselves, as we remember, 
use to prove your opinion. Now, then, these words Besist not evU, 
which are spoken negatively, have their limits, as other words on 
other places, as, for instance. Labour not (St. John vL 27) ; Owe no 
man anything (Rom. xiii. 8) ; Lend not, hoping from this again [Dut<^ 
version] (Luke vi xxxv. ). All of which words have their limitations, 
and ought to be considered in connexion with each other, as you 
yourselves know very well. Not less have these words, Resist not 
THE eoH [Dutch version], a special meaning, though they are so 
general by themselves. And we think that the meaning is this : Do 
not resist the evil in a torong or had umy, with such faidts as your 
enemies do about you, but resist the evU with all good means ; 
firstly, as it can be, by admonishing (Lev. xix. 17) ; secondly, by 
praying (Matt. v. 44) ; thirdly, if these means do not avaU very 
much, and if' the Christians can apply to worldly judges who can 
assist them in righteous matters ; also when they are wronged for 
conscience's sake, they may resist the evil actions which they have 
trufifered by this means. Thus St. Paul has availed himself of the 
same means (Acts xvi. 37), where the servants of the Eknperor are 
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found gnilty, and (Actaxxiii. 12-32) where St. PrLul, defending lum- 
Belf against the Jews who intended to kill him, uaes worldly powa; 
in which defensive measures, warriors, cavikliera, and weapona wai 
mado ready, which he would have used if he had been in want i 
them ; and (according to my opinion) when he demands protectiot 
FROM others, he may not do lees in a just matter for others. Othtc 
wise how coold the commandiDent of Christ be fulfilled when bt 
says, ' Whatsoever ye would that men ahould do to ymi, do ye ev* 
ao to them' (Matt vii. 12) ! and, aRain, when ha says. ' Whosoeia 
shall say to his brother, Baca, shall be in danger of the council'— i 
we did not understaud by this that Christ confirms the anthori^ 
which punishes an evil tongue? And to these words (2 Cor. x.4 
For llie weaponf of our icarfare are not carnal, we answer thftt, M 
we must use spiritual weapons in a spiritual war, it follows sinqilf 
that it is allowed to Christiana to use worldly weapons in a worUlj 
warfare for a righteous matter ; tor formerly warriors have used boli 
(for instance, Heb. il 32, 33, 34), Indeed, we thiolc that it ia udv 
not less allowed to Christiaus to use worldly weapons or arms in * 
just war, with which they must protect themielvea, as it has baa 
before, and even to perform all other exercises, on condition ool; 
that they govern their warfare by justice, faith, sufferance, fear, 
contentmeot, and all other virtues (vlrtaes like soma wiuTiora for 
merly possessed), and that they keep themselves free from covetuo*- 
neas, revenge, anger, pride, and ambition, and not ent«r in an unjuit 
cause — which sins particularly must be avoided by the army of tied. 
We are also of opinion that, if the enemies who carry on an nnjnit 
war are killed in that war, their blood will he on their heads, whilt 
the defenders are innocent. Now, then, this is our opininn shout tb< 
war, and we think to be able to prove it with many witnesses. Bnt 
if we err, wa ])ray you once again ta help na as much as it is posiiUg 
in all love. And though our opinion is, as we have eiplaiued to yon, 
we, nevertheless, intend to abstain from all warfare aod the nse dt 
arms, by which our friends, or the church of God, or any member «f 
it whatever, might he offended. However, we cannot change out 
opinions, which are the voice of our conscience. Therefore, if jot 
can admit us, and you have no objection against that which we bvr) 
said here, we shall be very glad ; but if you cannot admit us, we will 
n'ait till Cod gives us in our hearts what may please Mm ; and 
shall expect that he works in us the desire to bear with each 
though we differ in our opiuions, it may be, in the above-men 
affiiini, or in others which do not tend to the destruction of tbe 
Christendom. —Your kind and sincere frieuda, eighteen in nomlMil 
living in London. 
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Beyond this, our information about these parties does not 
extend. There are before us two other documents, in relation 
to these matters, which, though anticipating a year or two 
in our narrative, may be as well introduced here. The first is 
from the church at Lincoln, one of the five churches referred 
to in a former letter : — 

** I acknowledge, beloved aod loviDg friend, that T have received 
your letter (from the hands of John Drew, our beloved friend,) 
which was sent to us, and the others of our brethren among this 
nation; and as we find in it an evidence of your good opinion 
towards us as regards our Christian condition, we may not neglect 
to return you our gratitude for it, while we heartily wish that you 
and we may come to the imity of the Holy Ghost, and to those 
bonds of peace which are in the truth. Amen. 

" We inform you, however, good friend, that we cannot consider 
that the affair which you impose on us, and which you wish to be 
concluded so hastily, is of so little importance as you seem to con- 
sider it. As for Matt, xviii., according to which you wish that we 
should not pimish every difference of opinion or action — ^we know 
that it is evident that, in everything by which one of the brethren is 
offended with reason, repentance is required ; and that, when this is 
refused, he who will not repent must be considered as a Grentile and 
publican. This is also taught by our Saviour, St. Matt, v.— (* There- 
fore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, &c.') And, that it may 
not be of too little importance in your opinion, we advise you to 
consider attentively the words of our Saviour about the beginning of 
the 18th chapter, where he says : * But whoso shall offend one of 
these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea.' 

"And when you think that we have more of the si)irit of the 
disciples of Christ than that of our Saviour, — ^if you mean that 
spirit when they wished tire from heaven to consume the Samaritans 
— we may fully say that your opinion is very wrong. For we do not 
venture to give room to a single thought of corporal oppression or 
sorrow to our neighbours, either as regards religion or matters of 
conscience. Before all things, we strive against this with all men. 
Nor are we (as we hope, at least) governed by a spirit of ambition 
or authority: on the contrary, we receive very willingly the right 
opinions of our Saviour. But when you will explain that expression 
by assuming that the spirit is willing but the flesh weak, we must 
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acknowledge that it ia so with us, though trs ^re 'to Iiope tbat tl> 
Lord will fulfil his promiBe ia accepting onr goodwill far tha >eti« 
and even that it will be found that we have io some meaanntki 
spirit oE Chriat; otherwise, we are none of his. (Rom. viii 9.) 

" But yon say that Christ bore with unbelief, offence, i 
and blind zeal in hla disciples, and that he atily admonished ti 
&c. ladeed, you might jnsitly rebuke us if we did not act MiMldi 
to that rule. But if we iranish, we do ao with those who are wort 
o£ punishment, or have given offence, in order that tliey may o 
vert themaelves. Or do you think that Christ could have boi 
•mih his disciples if they had resisted his rebuke or had refused Ifc 
teaching and odmouition ? Tak« care that you may not antfer nukl. 
thought among you. It may bo true that ho went not farther tt 
admonishing them ; hut it is also true that they were aJwaje wiUi 
to receive his admonition, and to become informed and refomMd 1^ 
it. Every one who reads may take heed that he ia teaching oi 1 
many opportunities how to act 'with irregnloF persons and thoM ^ 
are obsljnate. And, then, when you proceed to speak abottt fl 
abuses or erron in the church of Corinth, and the other cAnrA 
tmOt by the apostles (just aa if you do not think it necesaaly tb 
one must repent or may be enoluded), we pray you to conddw ba 
much confodon and misery would arise if we cansented m Ih 
■natter, and suffered that people eame to the table of the Lm 
intoxicated, sleepy, or ungodly in other respeets, that they «■ 
quarrelling and sowing discord, that they denied the iTiiiiiiin'lii« 
Uiat tbey miuntained justtficstion by the law without Chriat, M 
thus fell out of mercy, &c. If such things should be Buffered, ti 
church, instead of being a congregation of holy individuals, irodt 
grow a company of wicked and ungodly persons. It is true that w 
do not read of any person who was excluded from the chnirll «f 
Corinth, but only for nnchastity ; nor do we read that one aingla mm 
for which the apostle rebukes the church, was that of some ii "" 
vidual in particolar, so that the whole comiDnnion could deal n 
him aa it was necessary; but the whole church was so genenllf 
infected that all of them must uorrecttheniselves, or must be rebokat 
by the apostle; therefore, he calhi hia third admonition hia 
witnen, while he said that, if he returned to them, he might aiA 
■pare them : whiuh cannot signify an3^hing else than that be ■' 
be obliged to proceed with them to the moat extreme puniah 
Bocording to the strength the Lord had given him. You a 
obaerve aUo that the chnrch of Ephesni ia threateoed tha 
camtlostick nhould be removed out of its place, aa she bail Ui 
firtt Iocs, But Ut us turn to the church of Corinth. Tha m 
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fB that if one calls himself a brother and becomes onchaste, 
vetons, &c, we should not eat with hiuL Now, we think that here 
meant a spiritual eating, and not a usual dinner, for that would be 
larisaical ; and so you may see that there are still other sins besides 
Lchastity for which one may be excluded : even, we think, all sins 
r which the church might be slandered, according to the actions of 
e apostles them8elye3 with Hymeneus and Alexander. Besides, 
e apostle desires also that they who troubled the church of the 
datians (GaL v. 10, 12) with false doctrines should be cut off, 
bich, as we hope, you will understand with us, means excommuni- 
tion, and not corporal death. And, once again, how can they be 
'oided who occasion quarrels and discords (Roul 16, 17) but only by 
:oommunication ? And how can we separate those who preach 
gainst the blessed words of our Lord Jesus Christ but only by 
communication ? And do you not see that the Lord threatens to 
;ht against the church of Pergamos with the sword of his mouth, 
cause she suffered among her those that hold the doctrine of 
Jaam ? And when you say that the Lord gave to Jesabel a time 
r repentance, we hope that you will consider that among us the 
ne for repentance is not passed if some are excommunicated or 
eluded from the church. It is true that all things must be done 
love and in the spirit of meekness (and, therefore, if we must 
punished for forgetting this, it be far from us that we should not 
fifer this and give promises of correction) ; but it is also necessary 
at we may not leave rebuking those who err, for suffering their 
>uses would not be an action of love, but of hatred (Levit. xix. 
id xviL). Besides, a kingdom is not divided in itself by punishing, 
Astising, or cutting off the evil-doers ; but its peace and rest will 
ther be established by doing so. We know, beloved brethren, 
at, as Christ forgives us, we should do so one the other; but we 
ost consider also that Christ did not forgive anybody but him who 
pented and turned towards him (Acts iiL 19, 20) ;. and, therefore, 
>w shall we venture to do more ? Indeed, we desire most sincerely 
e reconciliation of aU : but reconciliation can only be established 
L the acknowledgment of guilt and the promise of correction, and 
unot be united with stubborn resistance or perseverance in sin. 
□d though we were considered as hasty and severe men, we know 
is, that though not one of us is ever excommunicated, we should 
rtainly receive him again (suppose we were obliged to exclude 
e for our love of God or the zeal of our religion) if he repented and 
2re inclined to make peace. And now, to come to a conclusion, we 
knowledge, with you, that it is a deplorable and pitiful thing to see 
at the spiritual stones of the Lord's building are thrown to the 
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groasd and scattered; but, alaal how sIibII we always be ablr 
prevent thiB? Bj" auffering them in tlieir wickednesal But* 
would bo to make the Lord'a house a den of thievea, and m 
awfully to bring nnder hia eyes, and in hia holy temple, uocitcnoM 
persons. So there would be neither a place nor a people wbereilll 
whom could-be oQered him spiritual ofTeringa agreeable tmto hioll 
our Lord Jeaua Christ, And so we thank jau for your love, oadi 
pray the Lord to reward you by keeping you m this true lave, aaill 
increasiog this and your zeal in the glorious Gospel of oar Lonl^ 
Saviour Joaus Christ. Wc pray him, that you, by him, may cqt 
the abundant gifts of his Holy Spirit to your sanctiflcation ia It^ 
and the glorihcation in the life to come. This may the Giver rf i 
good gifts give both you and us, and all who love our Lord JM 
Christ. Amen.— With our very kind greetings to you aud all U^ 
of the holy tmth, we reconimetid you to the protection and giuJutf 
of the Loni, whose jieace and blessings be with you eternallyf> 
pray). Amen. — Your most sincere trieniia in the Lord, the 
who live there. 



"Copied May 31, and June primo, 1631, by yonr Bemstl 

''"'^"' "SWITHDB* OhvKWM.' 

The last of the letters ia from Tiverton. This letttf' 
.rather obscure here and there, thongh it ia literaJIy ha 
lated : — 

" Your kind aeceptance of my letter, and the care you took toa 
Bwer it, alTord me now the opportunity to express my gratitods I 
the kindness you showed me and all others here, who are the fna 
uf the truth which is to be found in Christ Jesus our Lord. Al< 
them can bear witness that I have received yonr kind letter, 
Sopt 13, 1030, in which yon desire, as you say, with a sincere 
the zeal of God and his truth, which we also earuestly desire wilt 
most sincere heart, and for which we strive continually. Howerlt 
we must know this, that our xjeal must be founded on 
and kindled by the fire of Heaven, otherwise it would be 
ness than zeaL This we see in the sad example of the Jewiah 
who possessed, according to the words of the ajKtatle, the 
Qod, but not founded on knowledge, and so they were ignomd 
raging in mch a manner that they cmcilied the Mexsiab hi 
whom they expected a long time and very ardently, as they 
be would deliver laraet (Luke xxiv. 21). And so we aekno< 
with you that we can oftt-n err by ignorauee, that we 
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lin the fulfilment of all we ought to do according to our knowledge, 
often performing the things more hastily or morie slowly than they 
•ought to be performed. Nevertheless, the Lord shows us in his 
*Word his desire in a clear way about the things which we ought to 
^o and can do, otherwise the guilt be ours. With aU this, we hope that 
Ood wiU have mercy upon us, and wiU not impute to us our weak- 
:ness and imperfectness, nor what we misdo in consequence of this ; 
-while we are striving every day to correct ourselves, and to grow 
±roni perfection to perfection ; though we must acknowledge also that, 
if -we try to do only our own desire, and if we are contented with the 
ordinary customs and practices of others whom we love, &c., we may 
mot expect any other revelation of God's will to us, nor any mercy 
out of his hands. 

** Let us now go to the answer on my letter in which you say, that 
the cause for which you suffer and bear with a brother also after re- 
buke, who has heard a sermon in England, is that you do not dare to 
, deliver him to the Satan, if he has an understanding to hear, and is 
able to be edified by hearing one who holds other opinions; and 
secondly, that the action of hearing itself is not bad or carnal, but 
that the doctrine or person may be disputable, &c. — in which words 
of yours there are two reasons. The first is, as you say, that he has 
a judgment that he may do such, and if doing such, may be edified 
by a person of other opinions ; the second, you say, is that the mere 
action of hearing is not simply [?] evil or camaL To the first reason 
we say that, if you suppose that a usual understanding of a brother, 
even if he were the most holy one that ever lived on earth, can be a 
good rule for his own or others' direction in the service of God with- 
out any assurance out of God's Word, we surely think that it is un- 
tenable ; for that would be to make a private judgment of a mortal 
man of the same value with the Holy Scriptures, which assertion 
would not be better than blasphemy. What wickedness, soever, is 
there, which would not be suflFered and excused, or which would not 
assume an appearance of good, if a man's private judgment were a 
rule? just as you say about hearing a false prophet (for so you judge 
of them, or wherefore do you call him an adversary ?) to be edified. 
We have'here some among us who think it allowed to hear a false 
prophet, but not in order to give God honour or praise, or to use that 
opportunity to do good to man. To go on such or similar purpose is 
wickedness, as it is emphatically said. But you and yours think it 
io be allowable to hear for edification. Can a fountain (says St. 
James) give drinkable water and bitter 'at the same time ' ? Just so 
is it impossible (we may freely say this) that a false prophet can 
edify or teach Christ's church, or any member of it. For, as the 
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trae prophetH of Christ edify and augment the cIiuTch of Cbns^ 
the false propheta do the kingdom of the Anticbrist. These 
works cannot be united in the Btjrrice of the Lord, nor teod tol 
completemeot of the church of Christ— no more, and 
Uie union of the Gentilea and the Jews to the accompliahment of 
material temple. [Ezra ir. ) Only the people of God, the Jew*, 
build the material temple, and so the Lord's ]iropheta. or people 
who are sent by him, have the calling from their Master Christ 
build his spiritual temple. Neither 8imon y 
false prophet whosoever, ha^ a, jiart in this 
monished by St. Jude to build up ourselves in the holy faith; 
therefore, if we weot to our fulversaries in order to ask their 
ance. wc might incur the pnnishmenti of the Lord, as he Says to 
Jews that they had forsaken the fountains of the living waters, 
had made them weUs which cannot keep water. The whole Scrii 
is against such Balaamitic and wavering transactions. If the 
which you ooufesa to be true, is the true one, that of your adi 
mnst he false. 

' ' Now WB pass to the second part of yonr reasoning, namely, 
the .action of hearing is not directly evil or carnal, &c To tlus-wl^ 
answer, that, if you mean the action of hearing a false prophet m 
prophets, preaching or praying in consequence of their spiritual 
tion, as it seems that you do — and we are of opinion that yoawill 
deny that one can sin by hearing, 
Ac. — we think that all such hearing is evil and carnal beyond, 
doubt, and not a work of the Spirit of God, nor affirmed by 
Word, as these places of the Scripture may prove :— Jer. xxiiL 
where the Lord advises his people, saying, 'Hear not the words 
the prophets who teach and prophesy you vanity;' Hos. iv. 
'Come not toGilgal nor go to Beth-haven;' — in the former place 
ate forbidden to hear with the corporal ear, and in the latter even to 
come to the place of the false religion in order to hear or to see it. 
And the voice from the Heavens said (Matt, xvii. 6), ' This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased : hear ye him;' andJohnx., 
'My sheep hear my voice, but a stranger they will not follow;' anl 
again, Jesus said of those whom he sent out; 'He who bears yon, 
hears me ;' but he never says this of his adversaries. Therefore, m 
conclude that, if it is forhidden the people of God to hear the m» 
mons, prayers, orcommanilinentsof the false prophets, as it is provB4. 
hy all the above-cited words o( the Scriptures, — then, we say, is it bj 
no means allowed to the sheep of Christ to listen to the voice of tte 
foreigners, especially at the time and place appointed to the meetingl, 
of those who are meeting in the name of Christ. But you say tiat ' 
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one does it out of the faith in himself [?]. Oh, do not shut your eyes, 
we pmy you. What faith can he have, when there is no word in the 
•whole of the Book of the Lord in favour of such an exercise? The 
Holy Gliost says that faith comes from hearing, and hearing from the 
word of the Lord; and he has no word of Grod for this his faith, and, 
therefore, he cannot have a belief in it. And all what is not from 
ihe faith is sin, especially when one perseveres in the exercise of evil 
— ^for you yourselves think it, otherwise why do you advise him not 
to attend it? Will you admonish one for something else but sin? 
and, therefore, when this hearing has taken place once, it becomes a 
■ill, M we have proved. And if he does not repent when he is ad- 
mmrishad the first, second, and third time, and according to the 
eetafaixahed mle of our Master Christ Jesus, the only legislator of his 
chvrdi, let him be to yon as the GentUc and publican, &c. ; but if he 
do repent, forgive him, not otherwise. This is the law of Christ, and 
those who will not obey it are not worthy the name of Christians ; 
for nobody is a Christian but only those who are obedient and sub- 
jected to his laws and commandments, just as nobody can be called 
the king's subject who will not obey his just laws— so in Christ's 
B^ritnal kingdom, as all his laws are decidedly just, he who does not 
obey him cannot be his; and if he be not his, he cannot possess the 
f spirit of Christ ; and if he have not the spirit of Christ, it is beyond 
all question that he or she and all their doctrines are evil and carnal 
— both the prophets and the people who listen to them, and whoso- 
ever they may be who belong to the adversaries of the Christian 
futh. But yon think it fit to bear with him in meekness, &c., and 
even to pray the Lord for his enlightening, &c. , as it is said in the 
letter of your Gkrman brethren. We agree with you, that we should 
deal with such an one as with a brother, and not esteem him as an 
enemy during the whole of the time that he is admonished ; but it is 
jvt this which we would pray you to point out in your letters, how 
long we must bear with a brother in his sin ; whether it must be al- 
ways, or only during the time that he is kindly admonished the first, 
seocMid, and third time, or during a period which God gives men for 
repenting, as he did Jezebel? In this case, we must consider that 
God gives sometimes men a very long time for repenting, — some- 
times sixty or eighty years, and even the whole time of their life; 
while he has limited his church with three admonitions, and if he 
does not repent, then he must be as the Gentile and publican. Now 
it is true that he, after that moment, is not yet deprived of all means 
of repentance, but this is the last remedy which is in the power of 
the church to use with him and to bring him to repentance, when aU 
admonition does not avail; so that you may see that Christ has 
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pointed out a time to his church which tliat church taay never p*H. 
I would pray you, at the Bame time, to show us where the apoetla 
hare sufTcred (and very long, ae you Bay] great Bins. I canwl 
remember to have ever read that the apostles, or any one of the flnt 
church, have anfTered a brother above the time appointed by mr 
Saviour, aa it is said before. And when yon Bay in your letter, that 
the worda of the Scripture which I cited (those to the church of 
Ephesna, Apoc. ii. 2) do not serve me, then I must say agun thd 
they do gerve me without douht ; for how can you restrain the aigai- 
ficatioa only to evil teachers [ministers] when the worda toe geocnl: 
— 'And thou canat uot bear them which ore evil; and thou hMt 
tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and haat foati 
them liars ;' which last words you take and explain m the evit for- 
merly mentioned, though they are taken together [the evil !], aad d(- 
nominated with a word which expresses a general quality, an thM ■)! 
evils are meant in general, and then pointed out with a name^- 
'Them which say they are apustlea, and are not,' &c, ^Now theB,t> 
follow the rule of Goil'a WorJ is the best and safest way to walk to 
the reformation both of Uttle and great aina; if this is our pnipM^ 
we shall, undoubtedly, not ai^t in the wrong way. And though «t 
might take other ways in human government, yet governinent wbU 
a baman may not take place in Chrlat'a church. If we are desirov 
to seek for reformation, then we miiat do it according to his Woidi 
and then, aUo, we may be sure that, in reforming little sins, we nuj 
prevent the greater ones, and, at the Eamc timi^ biiUiI up the chard 
of Christ in love. And how shall we show more love to our bmtlMr 
but by drawing him out a! hia sin, and especially to do this by tbt 
means which Christ himself has proposed and ordered! If a woriilly 
friend hod some dises«e, so that one of his members muit be cut a( 
unless all hia body linger away, would it not be a much greatvr Ion 
showed him to cut off the whole member, than to cause, by too great 
tenderness, that all his body is left in jeopardy? And of the saiH 
nature is sin iE it is left, and if we suffer it in the church; it willgt 
through all the dough, while it draws over the whole of the cbnrek 
the anger of God, aa you may see in the church of Corinth, because tbaj 
■uffored the unchaste among them, more than fitted them (1 Cor. r,); 
uaA, as it seems, they exercised the same doctrine of tolerance %a ynt 
do, for which they were sharply rebuked by the apostle. 

"Aa regards the fusion or union, you say that the fault is atom 
aide, because some of ns keep and use the material uword, which, a 
you say, neither Christ nor the apostles ever did,- 
wbiob wo do not undentanil how you contrive it, i 
prove that even among the disciples of Christ who alwaya 
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panied him, swords were used. This is evident from the fact, that 
our Sayiour, a short time before his suffering or i^rehension in the 
garden, gave them direction and tanght them their dntj, saying: — 
'When I sent yon without purse and scrip and shoes, lacked ye 
anything? .... And he that has no sword, let him sell his 
garment and buy one. And they said. Lord, behold here are two 
swords.' And Peter had a sword, which he misused as he cut off the 
ear of Malchus ; but this is a fact, before he misused it, he was never 
rebuked for having it. So it is beyond all doubt that he used it 
formerly in some lawful manner, which he may have done also after- 
wards, and should have done at that moment ; for how was it possible 
that they otherwise could be ordered to have one, and even that they 
must sell their garments and buy swords? So that we conclude that 
they might use it in some cases and for some purposes. And when 
the soldiers came to John the Baptist, they asked him what they 
must do, and he answered them, that they should not trouble any- 
body : so that he taught them how to act as Christians, and never- 
theless to keep their office as soldiers. If you still would say that 
neither Christ nor the apostles ever used the material sword, then we 
pray you to explain in your next letter what, according to your judg- 
ment, they did with the swords above-mentioned. If they by no 
means might use them, we acknowledge with you that, according to 
the words of the Scriptures cited by you, and many other places 
mentioned in your letter, and which prove your assertion — the 
material sword ought not to be found in the kingdom of Christ. 
Just so neither purse, scrip, nor shoes, &c, nor many other things of 
the same nature — though we, as we are flesh or men of this world, 
may lawfully use them for the maintenance of our natural life, which 
we are obliged to keep and to preserve ; just as even our Saviour did 
when he parted from this world. He says, if one has a purse, let him 
take it, &c. — among which things the material sword was foimd also. 
However, we see that they might not use it in the protection of their 
Christian profession, or that of their Master and Lord Christ, as he 
said, when he punished Peter, * Put your sword in the sheath, ' &c. ; and 
BO we do not think it is allowed to use it in the defence of our own 
life, as we are confessors of the Gospel for which we are suffering 
and ought to suffer persecution, nor to obtain any worldly crown or 
•worldly dignity which we long for. But, according to our duty to 
the king and to the country in which we live, and in all civU things 
which are lawful ; and, if we are worldly subjects in a kingdom of 
this world, in the defence of our king, his dignity and empire, we 
me the material sword. It is our conviction that it is allowed to use 
it ih such a manner. Nevertheless, we say. also and we judge HhaA, 
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if tbere were never an occasioJi to use tha aword. it were much bette 
We also do not condemn you or any other person who refuses to m 
it any yrs.y ; but we are snre, as we believe, that, if we use it it 
some occaaiona, we do not sin at alL You, howerer, are now 
opinion that we are unworthy of some union or csmmiuii^ in Chrigl 
church, oa account of this our uae and opinion, though yon ■ 
clearly thut we can prove it with the Word of Rod. Kor will JM 
allow ua to have any cammunity with you, uiUeas -we foraaka ll 
offices of government or authority and tha use of the materul f 
The office of authority ia, aa the Holy tihost teaches ns, a good ordi- 
nation of Gotl ; and should we, or any other pcisun who wishua tv W- 
come a member of the church of Christ, forsake then what ia gac 
or otherwise deny him! That be tar from us. Only sin CMt-nui 
one unfit to hecome aChristin.u. And for every ain, how little Ub 
be, bus must repent : fur if it be sin, it is a trausgreiaiDll of the IW 
and every transgression of it will receive ita jnat reward if no n 
ance follows, namely, the an|^r of God. But to hear a falw 

phet, if it does not offend the brethren, or to avoid persecution, A 

which, however, is public evil, as we have already pointed out> — JM 
do not think tbia of sufficient importance to eicummunicate oH 
though he does not repent for having done this. You think it b 
to bear with such (though they are evil), and thus to bear with Uol| 
that are evil, for which fact we think that you are guilty, and that tti 
cause comea from your side that there be no unity hetween oa. If m 
had known that you had such opinions when wo asked fur onioD wilt 
yuu, we should tirst have wiirked at your reformation. Therefoi^ 
we pray you to consider all whit is written here, and also wbtt ii 
written hy our friends and 1>eIoved brethren of Lincoln, oa an aniwci 
on your letter, and afterwards to send at your understaniling m 
o[»nion about these matters, that we— juat a$we try andcuDlcndfor 
one thing, namely, the sincerity in the profession of the GdsjkI— otsf 
be one and uf the sama mind as those who are from the family J 
faith, founded and established on the fonndntii>a of the apostle* u ' 
pmphets, and of which Jesus Christ is the chief corner-stone, and 
that we BO may grow up to life everlasting. As regards the oatti 
the matter stood as follows, if I recollect, when we were with y< 
time, namely, that there was no ditforonco in our prailice, thou ^ 
colled an oath what you did not coll so ; for you olio will give «il- 
nesB of a thing before the authority by uttering the great iuuim d 
God, and this we esteem allowed if we are called for it, but not otbtf- 
wiie. We offer you our kind and sincere greeting, also your wife tal 
the other twloved friends living with you. namely, Alexoodff 
Hodgkin, John Drew, with their wives, and all others — not [ur|p!t(is| 
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the four elders, whom you should inform, as we pray you, the con- 
tents of this letter, and that of the other written by our beloved 
friends at Lincoln. The Lord lead you always in the truth Amen. 
"Written from Tiverton. 

''Your sincere and faithful friends in the Lord, 

"James Joppb, and Isabel, his Wife." 



** Translated jErom the English language, June 5, 1631. 

"Your brother, Swithunb Gryndall." 

The value of these documents needs no comment. They 
give us interesting glimpses of the theological dogmas and 
teachings of the Netherland Baptists and their brethren in 
England. Many of their opinions are now obsolete^ still 
their anxiety to know the truth, their forbearance, tEeir zeal, 
and their sufferings, will clothe their memory with undying 
interest. Nor is this all: from these documents, Crosby's 
statement that, up to the formation of the first Particular 
Baptist church, our brethren were mingled with other Chris- 
tian bocieties, may be estimated at its true value. In one 
sense it may be true, but in the sense in which he uses it, it 
is a mistaka That many Baptists were mingled with other 
Christian organizations is more than probable, but their 
existence as separate churches is now beyond all doubt. 
Other evidences of this fact will presently be laid before our 
readers. 

Before dismissing this matter, another subject may claim 
our attention; — the mode of baptism practised by these 
sufferers for the truth. We have to deal with it in the spirit 
of history, not of controversy. Only as an historic fact do we 
touch it. Again and again it has been asserted that at this 
period immersion was not the mode adopted by these heroic 
confessors. The question is only of moment in the light of 
history. Beyond this its interest and value do not go. 
Truth is more important to us than theory. In this spirit 
we shall enter on the inquiry. 

In a letter of G. "W. Altute, a Grenevan author, on the 
religious state of Great Britain, he says, " Till the beginning 
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of the 17ih century, the Baptists in England only rejected tlie 
baptism of in&nts, and they insisted not on immersion; bat 
immersion was introduced among them by I. Smith. Erom 
that time immersion is practised and considered necessary.*^ 
The editor of Kobinson's Works has expressed the same 
opinion. "Nothing," says he, referring to Smith and Selwys^ 
" appears in these controversial writings to wari-ant the sup- 
position that they regarded immersion as the proper and 
only mode of administering the ordinance," &c.+ In this 
opinion. Dr. MiQler fully agrees. But was it so? We 
cannot pronounce positively, but are bound to confess ihil 
the probabilities are greatly in its fiivour. The harmony <d 
opinion, and the anxiety for agreement, which their JDntek 
brethren manifested in the documents laid before our readen^ 
would more than warrant this conclusion. Add to this the 
fisict stated by Ivimey, that, on the formation of the first Ew- 
ticular Baptist church in England, an individual was sent 
over to Holland to be immersed. Now, this could not 
from there being no Baptists in the country. "We have 
that the very opposite was the fact. Other churches, too^ as 
will be seen presently, existed in this country. Only finom 
one of two causes could this conduct arise : dislike to tht 
Arminian doctrines, or dissatisfaction with the mode ci 
baptism. Which of these operated, it is difficult to sty. 
Probably both had an influence in determining their conne. 
Later still, there is positive proof, if credit is to be given to 
the testimony of men living at the period, that there won 
communities in existence then who conformed entirely to 
the mode adopted by our Dutch brethren. The reference is 
to Chelmsford. " But since this magnified Keformation wai 
set on foot, this town (as, indeed, most corporations, as wv 
find by experience, are nurseries of fiiction and rebellion) is 
BO filled with sectaries, especially Brownists and Anabaptislii 

♦ VoL iv., p. 900. 
t Vide note, Earlj Engluh Bftpiists, toL i, p. 20a. 



CHABLES THE FIBST. ^3 

that a third part of the people refuse to communicate in the 
Church Liturgy, and half refuse to retseive the communion 
of the blessed sacrament, unless they may receive it in what 
position they please to take it. They have amongst them 
two sorts of Anabaptists : the one they call the Old Men, 
or A^oiersiy because they were but sprinkled ; the other they 
call the New Men, or Ths Immersi, because they were over- 
whelmed in their rebaptization."* 

This fact is important on more accounts than one; whilst 
it can leave no doubt upon the mind of the reader that, at 
this time, both modes were practised. Judging from the fol- 
lowing account of the method of baptizing in Holland about 
this time, their n&anner was different from the modem method 
of squeezing a few drops of water on the face of the infant. 
Sir W. Brereton says, " The minister here (in Amsterdam) 
baptized after sermon fourteen children; the water not 
sprinkled upon their faces, but the predicant doth pull back 
the doth and dressing on the head, so that all the skull of 
the child's head is bare, and holding the face downwards, he 
is sufficiently prodigal of water, pouring divers handfuls 
upon the child's head, and holding his hand on the child's 
head, rubbing the same during all the time that he is pro- 
nouncing the words of baptism, which, as I conceived, 
were equivalent to those of ours: — *I baptize thee in the 
name of the Father, Son,' <fec, using as long a speech whilst 
he held the child in his arms, as our ministers do. I ob- 
served diligently, and he used not the sign of the cross, 
which all the Dutch churches reject. Here were no god- 
&thers; those that brought and carried the children gave 
the name unto the predicant, and all those were women that 
held and brought the children. "t 

* Mercurius Rusticus, pp. 25, 26. 

t Travels, by Sir W. Brereton, in Holland, &c., 1634 to 16^5, p. 64. 
Cheetham Society. The same writer gives us an account of a baptism in 
Bdinbro' in 1635 : — ''Here I saw the sacrament of baptism (in the College 
Kirk) administered in this manner : — ^The preacher standing in the pulpit, 
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Of the existence of other Baptist churches during tUi 
period there ia no doubt. Tlie limits of this ■work ibrlid 
the notice of tliem individually; yet the following m&ylK 
regarded, ia ita main features, as a sample. The cltarch il 
Stoney Stratford is one of the earliest of them. The Bil- 
lowing narrative is condensed from an old church-boob, now 
imfortvmately lost. " The Baptist church at Stoney Still- 
ford dates its origin as early as 16Sd. At that time, then 
were a few Puritans living at Sti-atford, who united tc^tlm 
to uphold the principles of the Gospel, in doing which tbe^ 
were often placed in circiimstaaces of great difficnlty, lad 

and tliare being placed and fastened iotn the same n frame nf iron, AMfti 
and proportioned to a tiiuin. wlierein tliere stands a silver bosiii and eWB; 
bers the minister useth nu exhortation of gratitude for God's gooduM^ 
in admitting them to this privile^, kc, demanding from the witiMMa 
(vhich are maoy — sometimes 12, Humetinies 20], aocordlng to a pristiJ 
form of faaptifliD, the parent receives the child from the midwife, }B«nBta 
the some unto the preacher, wliu d^itli baptise it wjtttout anj msmwrd 
ceremony, giving a striat care of Christian and religious education, flnl 
unto the parent, then to the witness."— /ti./, p. 110. Cheetlmm Hadetj. 
It ma; not bo uninteresting to the reader to havs an allusion ti> one tl 
an earlier date, in another inrt of the Ketherlunds. During the pene- 
Gutions of Ittoiy, a granddaughter of Sir W. Lock fled with her busbaad 
to Antwerp, and the following is ber description of the baptism of ber 
daughter : — " The fashion was to hang a piece uf bwn out at the window 
when the child wbb to be baptised ; and her bnone bHVing two iloon iaU> 
two streets, she bung lawn out at cacb door, so the neighbours of oA 
side, thinking the child was carried out at one door, inquired Dii farther. 
The hajanl she run was great, for she soys that the hatred which WM 
borne by the tawnsoien to the AnalHtptists, the magistrates used Ui cotM 
at midnight into bouses where any children were suspected to ba kept 
unbaptized, and if tboy found any such, they used to put them into * 
aack, and throw tbem into the sea and drown Ibeni: which iTiielly b* 
aroid, she did, as is before said, hon^ out the lawn, and tliure lieinf i 
secret eongregatinn of Piotestaati in the town, she pi'ocuiud her iJiiid t* 
he carried there, when it was baptiicd," Ifcc. Slic stayed nt Aatwst]i 
Mary died. —Sir John Bramnton's Aulohiogrophy, pL 11 ~ 
Society. The notorious Wren, Bishop of Norwich, in 16% 
jnuclioDs to his deacons, which give us singular glimpse* of M 
nannen. In the XIV., he orden that "tiio touts at baptism b* 
with oluui water, and no ditha, paili, uor baiiiu be useil 
of 11"— CVrdooIl. vol, a, p. KM. 
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sometimes even of imminent danger; in order to escape which 
they were obliged to meet, sometimes in the neighbouring 
forest, at other times imder the trees and hedges in the 
adjoining fields, or in private houses about Stoney Stratford. 
It appears that so formidable was the opposition raised 
against them at one time, that they were pursued by a body 
of armed men^ who followed them on the road to Newport 

Pagnall; but, being met by Sir Henry , who was 

secretly the friend of the Nonconformists, he succeeded in 
bringing their pursuers back to Stratford, and detained 
them, by giving them ale, till the persecuted little flock had 
effected their escape. They were, however, not always so 
successful, and some of them are said to have been sent to 
prison for their nonconformity. After some time, they were 
able to obtain a piece of ground, and soon afterwards a small 
chapel, capable of holding about a hundred people, was erected ; 
but such was the spirit of the times, that they could not always 
hold their meetings in it. They do not appear to have had 
any settled minister at first, nor, indeed, for a long time 
after they were formed into a congregation. The affairs of 
the church were superintended by deacons, of whom, in 
consequence of the advanced age at which they were chosen, 
they had a very quick succession. "Whenever deacons were 
to be ordained, or set apart, a day of fasting and prayer was 
appointed : and the abstinence of those days forms a striking 
contrast to the feasting and toast-drinking of some modern 
ordinations."* From a wide district, the members of this 
church, like many others, were gathered. We have seen 
that, in early times, Kent was distinguished by the large 
supply of consecrated sufferers for Christ. It was not des- 
titute, at this time, of noble-minded men. As early as 
1626, Thomas Brewer, "a zealous minister of the Baptist 
persuasion," was arrested in his work by the emissaries of 
Laud. Brook gives us the following information about 

* Kindly supplied by the Rev. E. L. Forster. 



56 EABLY EHGLISB BAPTISTS. 

him. "The first account of hiin we meet witb, is ihat, 
the jear 1636, he was a, preacher amoug the Separatista 
and about AshforJ, in K«nt. In that year, through tl« 
instigation of Laud, he was persecuted and censured ii 
Iligh ComuiiBsiou Court, and committed to prison, what 
lie remained no less than fourteen years. The Archbislitfb 
speaking of the mischief done by the nonconformity of ] 
Brewer and Mr. Turner, says, ' The hurt which they hi 
done ia bo deeply rooted, that it is impossible to be ploci 
up on a sudden; but I must crave time to work it off tf 
little and little.' His Grace, however, certainly fixed on i 
most direet and effectual method of doing this. For, in I 
account of bis province, addressed to the king, in 1 637, i 
says : ' I must give your Magesty to understand, that at ii 
about Ash ford, in Kent, the Separatists continue to bfl 
their conventicles, notwithstanding the escommonicatioa 
BO many of them as have been disclosed. Two or three 
their principal ringleaders. Brewer, Fenner, and TnnM 
have been long kept in prison, and it was once thought I 
to proceed against them fay the statute of abjuration. St 
long since, Brewer slipt out of prison, and went to 
ter and other parts of Kent, and held conventicles, and 
a great many people into great dist«mpcr about the'chni 
He ia token again, and was called before the High 
Bioaer, when he stood silent, but in such a jeering, sooi 
manner, as I scarcely ever saw the like. & 
he remains.'"' In 1640, Brewer waa liberated frota 



* Brook's Purituu,TaLii., p. 444. CoUirr'i aoonnnt of tlie UUer 
it aoniewhat varied from Brook's. In Uie Aralibiihop'a iicconiit <ri 
province thii year, lie acqualnU the king, that "in his dioeeu aetfj 
ford, Hveml AnabaptxHta, and otber 8f paratisU, stood out so 
■gainst the castoms of the church, that there wus nootliemi 
with them but lianng recoane to the Statute ot AhjuntiaD, i 
•ome other wa; to the auiaUuice' of the Tomponil Coiirti- But «] 
this remedj wu proper or not, B.t thii disturbed junctum. is n(ecT«4 
his Majca^,"— Vol ii., p. 791. Cbaries wrote sgiinst thia raparti 
" Keep theie psrtieuIaT penons tut, UDtU you think what to do with t 
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confinement by order of the House of Commons. We have 
no evidence^ or if there is any it is scant, which shall enable 
us to determine to which section of the body these men be- 
longed. It is enough for us to know, that with them religion 
was a living power, and that for propagating these views of its 
renewing and sanctifying influence, they encountered the hos- 
tility of the High-Priest of formalism,* to embalm them in 
our memoiy, and to give them a place in these pages. 

Our work is not the history of the nation, but we cannot 
avoid an allusion to some of the events which marked the 
early period of Charles's reign. We have already indicated 
the existence of opposing elements in the empire. The 
aggressions of royalty soon brought them into collision. It 
was well known that the king's notions of his prerogative 
and power were of the loftiest order. His ministers 
nourished them. Buckingham and his satellites everywhere 
inculcated them. Side by side was growing up with this, 
more enlightened views of religion and constitutional free- 
dom. The wealth, the intelligence, and commercial power 
of the nation were probably with the latter.t The national 
mind was roused. Hope and fear agitated it. Into every 
circle these antagonistic influences entered. In the seats of 
industry, by the sturdy yeomen of the country, in the home 



n «jf I hate any,** said a courtier of those times, "it is those schis- 
matios that puzzle the sweet peace of our church ; so that I could be con- 
tent to %et an Anabaptist go to hell on a Brownist's hack.** This was the 
utterance of a man who fasted and prayed according to the Laudian 
teaching. — Howell's Letters, p. 270. 

* "His little Grace did also foment and maintain an opinion, that the 
Pope waa the metropolitan bishop of the world, and that there could be 
no true church with bishops.*' — ^A Perfect Diurnal, No. 5, p. 404. " The 
great design of the High Church party,'* said Budyard, "their great de- 
sign, their masterpiece, now is to make all those of the true religion to be 
tiie suspected party in the kingdom." — Foster, voL i., p. 55. 

*!* " Puritans in the better ranks, and in every rank, abounded. Already, 
cither in conscious act, or in clear tendency, the far greater serious 
thought and manhood of England had declared itself Puritan.** — Carlyle*s 
CfaKHnire]], voL i, p. 41. 
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of the artizan, and in the maiisioii of the wealthy, these 
political aspects of the timea were esamiued, and thdi I 
tendencies diacussed."' But the great theatre of conflict it 
in the chamber of St. Stepiien's. 

No sooner had the Commons assembled, than two thli^' 
claimed their attention, — the grievances under whtcli tilt 
nation laboured, and the state of religion. The represeDt*< 
tives of the coiirt demanded money. The necesaities of tlW 
king were urgent; the nation was on the eve of a war. Bf 
the jjatriotb bin claim was recognised j but the crying 
evils demanded removal. The two are insepamble, aaiA 
they. Remove the one, and we will grant the other. TJpoit 
this gi-ound they took their ataud, and no threateoing couU 
move them. The Lord- Keeper indeed uttered higb-8 
words, the monarch frowned, and the imperious favoui 
and minister threatened; but in vain. The men were n 
moved. Like some vast rock against which the wild wwff 
breaks, they stood umuoved by the tempest. 

The pulpit was made to pander to the Royid posaion^ 
and to subvert the liberty of the people. The clerical 
circle was crowded with thia class of men. Amongst theaa 
time-servers, ignoi'ant alike of the teaching of their 
and the origin of ci^il power, was Dr. Maiawaring. I 
taught " that the king's royal command, imposing taxes ai 
loans without the consent of Parliament, did so far bind t) 
conscience of the subjects of the kingdom, that they oonM 
not refuse the payment witliout peril of damnation." 
more, "that tlie authority of the Parliament was not neoni 
Bary to the raining of aids and subiiidie3."f 

* "Tho nobility and gentry of EngUnd wero then a stnnge bod^i 
men. Tho Engluh aqaire of the ^Tentoonth cmtuiy cte^iiy appMn I 
hkio believed in Ood— not u ■ fignro of apeecb, but u a vary fkct, *« 
Bwf ol to the beitrt of the EDgliili eqaire. ' Ha vore hi* BJUe doebtBi 
roniu) him,' myi one, 'u onr H]uire wean bii shot belt: went kbol 
with it. nothing doDbtiag."'—Ciu-l7le'i Cromwell, p. IS. Mandeo'i I^ 
ruriUD^p. S. 

■t TuL Hiitory, roL ii, p. 373, Vide I-jTii'i Speech on tlii* mh, 
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The ConuQons fell into an error, by no means uncommon, 
and which can scarcely excite our wonder, — mischievous then, 
and fraught still with danger to the interests of truth, — they 
regarded themselves as the great conservators of religion. 
Nor did they fail in exercising the authority with which 
they supposed God had invested them. Before them the 
divine was called. A fine of XI 000 was imposed on him ; he 
was to be imprisoned during the pleasure of the House; sus- 
pended for three years ; disabled from preaching at court, and 
from holding any ecclesiastical or civil office; and his book was 
ordered to be burnt by the hands of the common" hangman.* 
Popery and Arminianism were alike denoimced. Against 
them both the voice of the Legislature was raised. " About 
this time," says the authority last quoted, "the Commons 
voted that Dr. Neal, Bishop of "Winchester, and Dr. Laud, 
Bishop of Bath and Wells, be named to be those near about 
the king who are suspected to be Arminians, and that they 
are justly reputed to be unsound in their opinions that way."t 
Alarmed at these proceedings, at the risk of losing what 



Ibid, 390, 401. "To counteract these proceedings, hath it not been 
preached (or rather prated) in onr pulpits, that all we have is the king's, 
jure divino, say these time-servers ; they forsake their own functions, 
and turn ignorant statesmen ; we see how willingly they will be to change 
a good conscience for a bishoprick." — Sir F. Seymour. Rush worth, p. 495. 
"The pulpit," gays Disraeli, "was resounding the most slavish tenets, 
and proclaiming as rebellious those who refused their aid to Government. 
One of these had dared to avow, in his Lent sermon, that * all we have is 
the kvng*8, hy Divine riyhV! During James's time, the clergy were 
characterised as spaniels to the court, and wolves to the people."— Com- 
mentaries, YoL ii., p. 84. 

* Pari. Hist., vol. ii., p. 415. 

+ Ibid, p. 420. "So are the hearts of your good subjects no less per- 
plexed, when with sorrow they behold a daily growth and spread of the 
factioas Arminians ; that being, as your Majesty well knows, but a cimning 
way to bring in Popery," &c. — Remonstrance of the Commons against the 
Dcdce of Buckingham, 1628. Pari. Hist., vol. ii., p. 422. "Arminianism 
and Pelagianism do much spread in divers parts of this realm, and many 
biihops infected therewith." — ^Diary of "W. Yonge, p. 93. Camden Society. 
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was now- an ui^nt necessity — the subsidies wlilch load been 
provided — Charles dissolved the Parliament.'* 

Preed for a, aeaaon from the hated control of the Coar 
mons, the monarch entered on a coorae which only ( 
vated hia difficulties, and increased tbe jwwer of his op- 
ponents. The leading Protestants were made to feel 1 
wrath. Elliot, Digges, and others, were, iu viohition of A' 
law, imprisoned in the Tower. It only weakened the i» 
fluenco of the monarch, and clothed their cause Mrith i 
increased popular interest. He was adding another buttnM 
to the stronghold into which liberty had retired. Hit 
threats were powerless, and the struggle between thoae a 
fiicting elenients was beginning. Failures marked the d 
potic course of Charles. 

The necessitiea of the monarch soon compelled him to calt 
together the representivtivea of the people. With here, a 
there an exception, the same men were returned. Thejr 
came with deeper convictions that all they held dear v 
peril. Their aims were loftier, and their purpose was 
The conduct of the ting and his niiniatera, during th« r 
cess, had dune this. The morning of the opening of tl 
session' in St. Stephen's was one full of signiScancy. BoA 
parties felt it. Both bad taken their st«nd on gra&t, bol 
opposite, principles, "Divine rights," and "popular freedom," 
were to be the watchwords. Calm and sileot stood tkl 
select band, whilst Charles, by his Ministers, bullied t 
and the voice of the Lord-Keeper had scarcely died vnjt 
before the old topic was resumed. Bedress of grievonoM m 
subsidies were again united. The gmuting of the one d*- 
pendeid on the removal of the other. This was 
which they took their stand. Experience justified, n»y, 
compelled them. Confidence in the monarch was givii^ 

* Tn tho eluixe of the ComtDotu agBinit I«iul uid NhI, CluuUi i^ 
plied, in diHalvins tha ParliuneBt of 1B59, "tlut great r 
to two emiaicDl |ir«lutoi Itiet Bttetid uur pnrwti," ka. — KulmrtlW 
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way. Buckingham liad long forfeited it.* All respect for 
law had long retired from his mind. He could tolerate no- 
thing which iaterfered with his imperial pride, or the grati- 
fication of his lust of dominion. If his power had been equal 
to his will, the throne of the monarch would have been based 
on the ruins of the constitution, and the liberties of the natioa 
would haTo been sacrificed to despotic authority. All doubt 
had vanished. Against this proud minion the voice of the 
country had been heard, like the sound of distant thunder. 
^N'oblemen in the senate had again and again denounced him 
as the enemy of his country, and the source of danger to the 
throne. During the recess, the flagrancy of his conduct had 
in<a:«ased. Patience was exhausted; and the monarch and 
his master were alarmed by the patriots sending up to the 
Upper House a messenger, impeaching George Duke of 
Buckingham of high treason. The blow was well directed. 
It told with fearful power. The court circle staggered 
under it, and Charles could only save the guilty one by an 
exercise of his prerogative, disastrous alike to himself and 
confirmatory of the guilt of the accused. Against the wishes 
of the best friends of the monarch, the Parliament was dis- 
solved.t 



* ** The Marquis of BuckiDgham continued still in the fulness of grace 
and favour; the Countess, his mother, sways also much at court. She 
brought Sir Henry Montague from delivering law on the King's Bench, to 
look to his bags in the Exchequer, for she made him Lord High Treasurer 
<rf England; but he parted with his whUe staff before the year's end, 
thooj^ his purse had bled deeply for it (above £20,000)." — Howell's 
Letters, p. 116. "^Ihe Duke's power with the king for certain is very 
great; and who he will advance shall be advanced, and who he doth 
fxown upon must be thrown down. All the great officers of tl^e kingdom 
be now his creation, and at his command." — Strafford's Letters, p. 28. 
^^In 1614, we see him at Cambridge races, in ragged clothes, subsisting 
on £60 per annum. A few years afterwards at court, with £300,000 
worth of diamonds. The king compared his appearance to that of 
Stephen, 'whose face was as the face of an angel.' Hence the name of 
'Steenie,'" &c.— Warburton's Prince Rupert, voL i., p. 146. 

i* '^Infinite almost was the sadness of each man's heart, and the dejec* 
tion of his countenance, that truly loved the church and oonunon* 
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- In 1628 the council of thenationagain met. It vas tlie tUid ' 
Parliament since tliebeginniDg of the reign.'' Th 
'it the court compelled the nuieting. Despotism had be«iid» I 
feated in all its illegal attempts to caiTj on the Goverameot 
Disaster had marked its foreign policy, and want, with. Twpi 
Btrides, was preesing on the Exchequer, ho that Charles had 
no altematjve. Both parties had put forth vigorous eSbrtf 
at the poll-booths, for both felt that a crisis had come. The 
nation was waking lip and rousing itself for action. Men of 
the right stamp were again returned. They ware loyal, but 
patriotic : with deep syrapn.thy with monarchy, hut inteuaelj 
hating the lofty pretensions of Charles's claioa to reign 
by Divine right; regarding Episcopacy and » State Church 
as in fullest harmony with God's Word, but dissenting from 
the tyranny of the bishops and their Popi.sh and Anniniui 
tendencies. With aims very limited, but clear and definite 
conceptions of the wants of the people, they entered on their 
missioQ. Charlett opened the session in person. His tune 
was offensive to the manly independence of hia hearen. 
More significant still was the utterance of tlio Lord-Keeper. 
"This way of Paiiiiimentajy supplies," said the oiBcial, "t* 
his Majesty told you, he hath choiK^n, not as the only waj^a 
but as the fittest, — not because he is destitute of othar 

we^th, Ht the sudden nud abortlvo breocli at the preseat Fu-lian 
All men th&t truly loved God, tbeir king and coantiy. 1i*d jiul a 
Uintnt iio dieuuJ md lad an iiccidoiit."— D'Ewbp, voLi., p. *)L 

* "The we&ltbieat men in the country now composed the II 
CommoDs. The uutoflruy of waidth had already begtm to form ■ n 
claw ID tho communitf, influenced by new iotereata, new priuejplea, ta 
■ new spirit ot indapendsuee." — IKmieli, ToL ii., p, B6, 87. " Previoudf to 
iti anambUng [Parliament], he releaied • eoniidentble nomber of gent)*' 
men and othen who bad been oommitled for their refuuJ at the hmM. 
Theae were, in many uaei, el-eeted to the new Pu'Uoment : oomini 
thither with juiit indignBtion at their country*! wrongs, and nnpardoiuhli 
reaentment at their nwn. No ^BUr, indceil. witliiu the memory <it a«7 
oue living, bad witnnaed aucb violatiinu of public liberty » 16If. 
Chatlet aeemed bum tooanylnto daily practice thote theoiici of ahaulota 
power which had been pivmulgatad from hi* fathin'* Upc." — Hillnm, 
*oL i.i p. 387. 
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but because it is most agreeable to the goodness of his own 
most gracious disposition, and to the desire and weal of hi^ 
people. If this be deferred, necessity and the sword make 
for others. Remember his Majesty's admonition! I say, 
remember it !" Never was a mistake more signal. Upon 
the ears of the noble band it fell powerless. No cheek 
blanched, no spirit quailed before the imperial frown. The 
cost had been counted, and with clean hands and bold hearts 
they entered on their work. No impartial mind can reflect 
on the conduct of the House but with approval. The wants 
of the monarch were at once admitted, but the necessities of 
the people were urged. Upon this rock the Commons took 
their stand. Money, without redress of grievances, would 
only have bound the yoke closer, and made its weight more 
difficult to bear. Day by day this position was occupied. 
"Wentworth, Elliot,* Pym, and others, whilst expressing their 
profoundest devotedness to the king, vindicated the claims of 
the people with an eloquence and power which has placed 
them in the highest rank of British statesmen. Their pro- 
gress was slow, but safe. From the reluctant monarch con- 
cessions were wrung. To detail these is all but impossible. 
The commonest of our histories records them. " The Petition 
of Rigkt^^ was the most important. By this document the 
freedom of the people was secured.t It provided " that no 

* **One of the most illustrious confessors in the cause of liberty whom 
that time produced.^ — Hallam, vol. L, p. 379. 

i* The following petition gives us a glimpse of the oppressions complained 
of : — "The rents and revenues of your country greatly and generally di- 
miniihed ; farmers, to secure themselves from the soldiers' insolence, being 
by the clamour of the solicitations of their fearful and injured wives and 
children, enforced to give up their wonted dwellings, and to retire them- 
■elves into places of more secure habitation. Husbandmen, that are, as it 
were, the hands of the country, corrupted by the ill examples of the sol- 
diers, and encouraged to idle life, give over work, and rather seek to live 
idly at another man's charges than by their own labour. Tradesmen and 
artificers almost discouraged, and being enforced to leave their trades, and 
to employ their time in preserving themselves and their families from 
cmelty. Markets unfrequented, and our ways grown so dangerous that 
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man hereafter be compelled to make or yield any giffc^ loan, 
benevolence, tax, or such like charge, without common cot- 
sent by Act of Parliament; and that none be called to 
answer or take such oath, or to give attendance, or be confined 
or otherwise molested or disquieted concerning the aami^ or 
for refusal thereof: and that no freeman, in any sodi 
manner as before-mentioned, be imprisoned or detained: 
and that your Majesty will be pleased to remove the ail 
soldiers and marines, and that your people may not be to 
burdened in time to come: and that the aforesaide commis- 
sion, for proceeding by martial law, may be revoked and 
annulled: and that hereafter no commission of the like 
nature may issue forth to any person or persons whatever, 
to be executed as aforesaid, lest by colour of them any of your 
Majesty's subjects be destroyed or put to death contrary to 
the laws and franchises of the land."* Such was the rorah 
of the conflict. The " Petition of Right" only sought to en- 
force existing laws, but which had been long violated by the 
monarch and his minions. Charles laboured in every pos- 
sible way to defeat this. To means, discreditable to him as 
a man, and still more so as a sovereign, he had recoursa 
Want, not a sense of justice — the necessities of his Grovem- 
ment, not the people's beneflt, compelled his reluctant 
consent. No unseemly exultation marked the assembly; 
but at once they voted him £350,000. Their existence was 
but short, for they were speedily dismissed to their homea^ 
to diffuse amongst their countrymen their fears and their 
aspirations for the future. In this department their laboun 

the people dare not pass to and fro upon their luual occasion. Frequnl 
robberies, assaults, batteries, burglaries, rapes, rapieries, murders, bar* 
barous cruelties, and other most abominable rices and outrages, are 
rally complained of from all parts where these companies have been i 
had their abode, — few of which insolences have been so much as qi 
tioned, and fewer, according to their demerit, punished.'' — Petition 
the Commons to the King. Bushworth, p. 548, 549; also toL i, 
pp. 420, 477. 
* Hallam, toL L, p. 391, 302. Se« the whole statute in Hume. 
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were not in vain. The seed sown rewarded thein with an 
abundant and mature crop. 

Other events now claim a brief attention. The power of 
Laud continued to increase. Upon him fresh honours were 
showered. Baised to the metropolitan see, he prosecuted his 
designs with sleepless activity. With the in&.tuated monarch 
his influence was unbounded. Politics and religion were 
alike moulded by his will.* The remonstrances or the com- 
plaints of the Commons were met by his ready pen. The 
death of Buckingham augmented his infiuence.f ''The 
king seemed to take none to favour so much as Dr. Laud, 
Bishop of London, to whom he sent many gracious messages, 
and also writ him with his own hand, the which contained 
much grace and &.vour, and immediately afterwards none 
became so intimate with his Majesty as the said bishop. 
In the University of Oxford, Bishop Laud bore the sway. 
The Lord Chancellor (William, Lord Pembroke) committing 
his power into his hands."j; 

The death of Abbott now placed within his reach the goal 
of his ambition. There was no one to compete with him. 
On his first appearance at court after the death of his rival, 
Charles signified his decision in the following terms: — "My 
Lord Grace of Canterbury, you are very welcome." || In the 
month of September, his enthronement was completed, and 
a splendid banquet closed the imposing ceremonial of this 
successor of the apostles. His pathway was now clear. The 
whole power of the church was in his hands; the court 



* The State Papers of Clarendon not only prove the attention of Laud 
to all political matters, but his all but boundless influence with his 
infatuated master, and at the council table. — Vide vol. IL '*The news 
here is, that Lambeth House bears all the sway, and that the Lord 
Deputy kings it notably in L:eland. Some that love them best could 
widi them a little more moderate." — Howell, p. 337. . 

•f " All the kingdom, except the Duke's own dependents and kindred, 
rejoiced in the death of this Duke." — ^Mrs. Hutchinson, p. 29. 

X Soshworth, p. 649. 

li Le Bass, pp. 168, 169. 

E 
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would suppoit Um, and hLa enemies sliould coDfono, or At 
whole weight of Episcopal vengeance would &U npon Hum. 
It was well known th&t the primate had long enteitaiid 
the notion that the very beat way to conaolidate the po«a 
and influence of the church, wua to fill its highest offiM 
with churchmen.* " The aword of the Lord and of Gideoa' 
had done wonders before. He would restore the good cJl 
practice of the past. Eor this he could plead, moreover, tW 
example of Lis own age. The Bishop of Lincoln, his emJif. 
patron, though afterwards, the victim of hia hostility, 
filled the office of Lord-Keeper.t The thought waa wortlifi 
of the man and of the syatem. Truth could not act 
Moral power could give but httle support The State sbooli 
shield the creators of its power; and under its 
shadow no weapon formed against it could prosper, aaf 
every tongue that rose up against it the churoh 
condemn. 

This policy had already guided him , as opportunity offiafwl 
Ko doubt at his suggestion, the same course was adopted ii 
Scotland. The Archbishop of St. Andrews was 
cellor of that kingdom, and othera of the hierarchy 
made Lorda of Session or Privy Councillors, ai ' 
and pohtical support was secured in favonr i 
aures which were so disastrous to Laud, and 



' "Laud did rcaJlr believe tbat nothing more contribQtod I 
beneflt and advancement of tho dmrch, than the promotian of cfaur 
to placefl of the greatest honour, and offices of tho greatest trust. 
opinioD, and the proaocntioD of iti, wu the unhappy fooiuUtiDn of U 
ruin, aitd the prejudice toward, maUoe Bgaiiui, and almott daitrueti 
the nhnreh." — Kapier'a Life of UontroM, p. 37 (Not*). 

t "Willianu, when Lord-Keeper, was fiunou* for having ■ k 
DUmhcr of ipieii about him. He luid potitionoJ Bucldn^an 
metropolitan lee, but failed, He had nine living* at the laDra 1 
ailn that he ma; reUin one ur two of them in oommeodiuii.*' — UaM^fl 
p. 374. A fmrioiu, though diigncefnl, illmtntiou of Ui« mwiiixiM IT 
whioh the Biihop could deicend. i* given \ij Lord CampbalL-— Uvea d 
the Chaacollort, roL il, pp. 467, 468, 
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master. Juxon,* his Mend and tool, was raised to the see 
of London, with the full expectation that it would contri- 
bute bejond anything else to the consummation of his own 
plans. In the same feeble hands the Lord Treasurer's 
staff was soon after placedf Everything was favourable to 
his views. The law of action of the new primate was the 
reverse of that of his predecessor, as the religion and teaching 
of the one stood in the boldest contrast to the other. Still 
they were characteristic of the two men, and embodied their 
spirit. The one was yielding, the other despotic: the one 
would sacrifice form to the living spirit, the other would 
tolerate no moral worth if it violated an outward and visible 
edgn: the one coxdd see the highest forms of religious life 
and unity in harmony with variety, the other had no con- 

* From the Diary of Land, it appears that Juxon was sworn Clerk 
of the €!onrt at his special reqnest, "that he might have one that he 
conld trost near his- Majesty/' And how much he gloried in procuring for 
his friend the Treasurer's Staff, will best appear from the following 
memorandum: — "1635. March 6th, Sunday. — William Juxon, Lord 
Bishop of London, made Lord High Treasurer of England. No church- 
man had it since Henry the Seventh's time. I pray God bless him to 
cany it, so that the Church may have honour, and the State service and 
contentment by it. And now, if the church will not hold up themselves 
imder God, I can do no more." Notwithstanding this high strain of 
self -congratulation upon a step which he concluded so beneficiid for the 
ehnrch. Laud's policy, in filling up so high an office in such a manner, will 
appear suspicious, when the importance of the situation, and the ezpecta- 
tkms of the powerful nobles, who looked upon it as their birthright, are 
folly ocmsidered. Clarendon informs us that Juxon's promotion "did not 
only increase the general envy and malice against Laud, but did even, 
•Hhoagh unjustly, indispose many towards the church itself, which they 
looked upon as a gulph ready to swallow up all the great offices of 
State."— Memoirs of Sir P. Warwick, p. 101. 

i* "Land's first care was, that the place he was removed from (London) 
m^ht be supplied by a man who would be vigilant to pull up those weeds 
which the London soil was too apt to nourish, and so drew his old friend 
and companion. Dr. Juxon, as near to him as he could; when, on a 
Hidden, the staff was put into the hands of the Bishop of London, a man 
to imknown that his name was scarce heard of in the Idngdom." — Claren- 
den, ToL i, pp. 91, 99. Juxon was distinguished as a hunter. He kept 
the beet hounds in the country.— Whitelocke, voL i, p. 69. 
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ception of religious liberty, separate from a cold and power- 
less uniformity. Abbott's favourite maxim vaa, " Yield, t 
they will be pleased at last," The other said, " Keaolve, for 
there ia no end of yielding." 

Aided by membera of the Episcopate, Laud now sought 
the fuU dcTelopment of Ids policy. Intense iii his hate to 
Puritanism itt cveiy form, he souglit to root it out, and ti 
confonn the teaching of the English church, in its dogmM 
and ceremonial, to the church from which she had descended* 
No higher model could he conceive. EKtemally, the dit 
ferences between the two churches constaotly diminuhei^ 
whilst in many of the niral as well as in the higher circln 
of the chui-ch, the eiTora of Rome were the spiritual food of 
the people. " The celebration of mass, though illegal, i 
openly connived at; but woo to the Protestant who declined 
attending at his parish cliui-ch, because he would not how 
down at the altar! He was punished first by fine, and, o 
a repetition of his refusal, to transportation. "t Bomanisb 
enjoyed all encouragement, both from the court and 



* "Tho Bj-Btom punued liy Bancroft and liw imiUton, Nid a^ 
I«ncl, witli the ap(iroliiitioD of tho king, far oppoaod to the bealiag doob- 
eels of BargUB; and Bacon, wax jiut Buch aa low-bora uk! little-nunM 
TUflo, nised to power hj fortuno'a osiprice, are ever foimd to pnMa 
The; Btndioualy nggraVHted every difference, and creabad every wain4* 
Jtc— Hallam, vol. i., p. 395. 

t Fnnter's Exaj; vol. i, p. 59. « The bithoptt and iLe ren i-r tfa 
PontiSoiaD, or rotten-headed olergy and Arniiaipui factions, under a pn- 
tenoe (fnrwoth) of peace, unifonnity, and oonformitj, have, like tu manl 
fier} Cseiuv, triumphed in tlie olwriota of their Bjiiritual courts, br tbA 
BuspennonB, DicommnnintioDB, deprecatioDB, sn<l dsgrsdatioDi of diva* 
painful, learned and pioua poatore of our chnnih, and in the TeialioM 
and grievoUB grinding opprearioiu of great number nf hie Hajoaty'i (oal 
■ubje«t4." "The moit public ud aolemn lermona at court befor* Ibt 
king were aothiDg elie, for th« moet port, but silhcr to advanoe llw 
king'! prerogative above the lava, sad to best down the ■ubjeda' jml jaV' J 
priety in their estate and goodi, or foil of such like kind of frothy bMI 
tire." • • • " ^i then aleu labonring to make those men odinu to U 
king and state who onmoientioUBly sooglit to maintain the religion, I 
and libeiiies of the kingdom." &c.— Tlcar't Jehovah Jireh, pp. Ift U 
Lundon, 1644. 
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many of the bishope. Nor was this all. From the pulpits 
and the press, the dogmas of that anti-christian community 
were inculcated. It was more dangerous to teach the doc- 
trine of the Evangel, as expounded by Calvin, than to teach 
the creed of Pius VII. " Lord Falkland," one of the 
noblest men of his time, "distinctly charged the bishops 
with having destroyed unity under pretence of uniformity; 
with having brought in superstition and scandal, under the 
letter of reverence and decency; with having defiled the 
church, by adorning the church, s^d destroyed the Gospel as 
much as they could without bringing themselves into danger 
of being destroyed by the law." ** The design has been to 
bring in an English, though not a Eoman, Popery. I mean 
not Only the outside and dress of it, but an absolute and 
blind dependence of the people upon the clergy, and of the 
clergy on themselves.*'* Even Lingard himself confesses, 
what indeed no one can well deny, that many of the bishops 
under' Laud were anxious for a reunion with the church of 
Home. Goodman, of Gloucester, Montague, of Chichester, 
were prominent, if not enthusiastic, in this matter, t With 
such intenseness was this movement watched at Rome, with 
such satisfaction was it marked, that the highest dignity 
next to the tiara was offered to the primate, and the 
ecclesiastical head of the Anglican church might have been 
raised to the cardinalate in the sister communion. J "Under 
the influence of the Laudian school," says a candid Episco- 
palian, "change was rapid and comprehensive. Efforts were 
made, and with unconmion vigour, too, to soften down the 

• Foreter, voL i., pp. 32, 39. 

+ History, vol. x., p. 7. 

X ''The affair unquestionably has, at first sight, a very strange appear- 
aaoe, and to our apprehension, the mystery is not cleared up by the 
language and demeanour of the archbishop on the occasion," &c. — ^Le 
Bass, p. 371. " Br. Price, one of the king's chaplains, died two nights 
ago, as reported by the Bishop of Lincoln, a Papist. Hopes it will prove 
a fable."— Letter of William Murray to Sir H Vane, Dec. 18, 1631. 
Calendar of State Papers. Domestic. Ch. i., p. 205. 
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points of difference between the two churchea, whilst the 
points of agreement were set forth in the most commanding 
light Rome ceased to be Babylon — the man of sin, the son 
of perdition, the aQtichriat, in their language. Nor wts 
this all. Sacramental efficacy waiS unbluahingly affirmed. 
The Supper of the Lord, the simple commemorative act cf 
the New Tentameut, was now a. sacrifice, and a sacrifice ww 
inseparablo from an altar; and there followed, as a neceasaiy 
consequence, the inference of the real presence. Baptism, 
we are told, was regarded, in opposition to the doctrine of 
the Beformers, as conferring the grace of regeneration npon 
all who received it alike: — that is, they affirmed that all 
baptized persons were introduced in baptiam into a state of 
grace aud acceptance."' 

Confonnity waa the idol of Laud's intensest worships 
DeviatioiiBfromtheextemaluuityof the church was a ainof 
no ordinary magnitude. The want of moral jirinciple in the 
officiating priesthood could be tolerated; but not the abeeiica 
of a vestment or a genuflusion at the altar. The weigfatiet 
matters of the law might be ignored, but not the mint aad 
a of the churoLf With this devout attachment tli, 



* Husden, p. 354. No doubt of this. It mu, uid u, the Ingia 
leqnence of infant liaptkin. Froia Aiutin till now, it ii the mam. 
introduces them," says a, moiteTD writer, "into the covenant of 
tbo cTerlBsting coven&nl, inclndiug all thnt God can give, mi tlu 
can receive, "—riiie Dr. F, Burder on Infant Baptiem. 

t Lord Falkland (ho* refen b> them :^" We ihaU find them ti 
tithed mint ond aniae, and to have left uadone the veightier nati 
the law; to have been lex eager tigunit those who domn our (Ant 
than against those who, npon weak conicienee, and perbapt a 
reaaon (the dislike of some commuided gannent or soma imoomi 
pottnre), only abtlainai from ou r church. The sooforming tu ei 
ba« been more insisted on than the oonforming U> Chiiatiuiitr. 
moat frequent subjects of their preaohing being the /w rfimBum of ' ' 
and titbea, the socrednoss of tithes, the building of tho prarocativs, tl 
inbudoetioD of such doctrine aa (admitting them true] the trath « 
Bot raoompanae the scandaL And some hare evidedtlir labom 
in as English, thonf^ not • Bmcuui, Paper; ; na;, cantmon fa 
than ordinarilf false, if none uf them have fooud a waj to n 
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the sensaous and fonnal, the archbishop had imbibed the 
spirit of the olden ohnroh. There were two courts through 
which Laud could wield his power to crush the Puritan 
Actions. These were the High Gamnmsaum GovH, and that 
of the Statr Ghcmher, He found them ready to his hands^ 
engines by which he could cany out his plans without 
let. The Boyal pedant of the former reign thus refers to 
it:— 

^^TheStwrre Chamber. — ^It hath a name from heaven; a 
starre placed in it j and a starre is a glorious creature, and 
seated in a glorious place, next unto the angels. The Starre 
Chamber is also glorious in substance; for in the compo- 
sition, it is of foure sorts of persons. The first two are privy 
cooncillors and judges,— the one by wisdom in matters of 
State; the other, by learning in matters of law : to direct and 
order all things both according to law and State. The other 
two sorts are bishops, and peers of the realm and bishops: 
the peers are there, by reason of their greatness, to give 
authority to that court; the bishops, because of their 
ieaaming in divinity."* 

**It took cognizance, principally,*' says Lord Bacon, **of 
lour kinds of causes — ^forces, frauds, crimes, various of 
stellioQate, and the indication or middle acts towards crimes, 
capital or heinous, not actually committed or perpetrated, 



<iI«iiiaD8 of Some with the pref eiment of England, being jet so cordially 
Plipjat^ that it is all £1500 a year can do to prevent them from confessing 
it. lliey appeared ever forward for monopolies and ship-money, and if 
rare backward to comply, they blasted both them and their prefer- 
with the utmost expression of their hatred— the title of Poiitaa. 
Tirnj had done us far more mischief, if, by the grace of God, their share 
liad not been as small in the subtiliiy of serpents as in the innocency of 
dores*"— Ficie his Speech against Episcopacy. "We well know," said the 
pairiatio Budyard, '*how the whole church has been troubled how to 
place an altar. We have seen ministers, their wives and &milies, 
ondone against law, against conscience, against all bowels of compassion, 
for not dunfiing on a Sunday," &c. — Vide Lathorp's K Eps., p. 114. 

* James's Works, p. 559. 
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scandalouB ro]>orta of [lersons in power, eeditioua news," i 
The High Conimissioii Court, of a later date than the 1 
Chamber, was instituted " to correct and amend all lieretM% 
tjcliisms, abuKes, and offences whatever, which fall under tht 
cognizance, and are subject to tlie cocrcctiou, of epiritul 
authority. "+ Fi-om this agency, it was difficult for any 
to Hce. It could be made to meet him at all points; 
when worked by a man of Laud's spirit, there was no esc^ 
from the mebhes of these infernal maeliinea. ~ 
should form but an imperfect conception of tho power of 
these courts, if we did not state another fact — we ntean the 
oaCli ex-officio. " It was one whereby any person might be 
obliged to make any presentment of any crime or ofience, <x 
confess or accuse himself of any criminal matter or thing, 
whereby he might ho liable to any censure, penalty, or 
punishment whatsoever." Wbitegift regai-ded it as "medi- 
cine," tending to the reformation of the delinquents and 
the satisfaction of the church, CharleK issued a letter tA tb( 
High CommiHatoners, urging them to proceed i^inst ail who 
refused to take the oath (1637), and to treat them "as tliough 
they had confessed and l)eeu legally convicted of all tlM 
articles and matters to which he so refuseth to be e,worvJ% 
From another source we have a glimpse at the erila rf' 
the ex-fifficia oath: — "Tha ejcercising of cx-officio oath> 
proceedings, by way of inquisition, reaching 
thoughts; the apprehending and detaining of men by 
suivants; the frefjuent suspending and depriving of 
tcrs; the fining and imprisoning of all sorta of ] 
breaking up of men's hotises and studies, and taking ai 
their books, lefterw, and other writings; serving upon t! 
estates, removing them fLxim their callings, Hepaiating; 
tween them and their wives, against both tlieir wills; 
rejecting of prohibitions and threatening^; and the doingt 

* BacoD'i World, ToL iL, PL 390. jljnHJHaUuo, vol. i., 
t HcHuii, tdL L, pp, aOO, sol ; Caniwell, toL L, ffkri 
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many other outrages, to the utter infringing of the laws, the 
subjectB* liberties, and raining of them and their families. 
And, of later times, the judges of the land are so awed with 
the power and greatness of the prelates, or otherwise per- 
verted, that neither prohibitions, nor habeas corpus, nor any 
other carafol remedy, can be had or take place for the dis- 
tressed sabjects in most cases; only Papists, Jesuits, priests, 
and sadi others as propagate Popery or Arminianism, are 
countenanced, spared, and have much liberty."* Such was 
the tremendous power now in the hands of Laud. He used 
it well. Nothing could escape the eagle eye of the ^'little 
Doctor." Page after page might be filled with examples of 
the sleepless vigilance of his Grace. For the most trifling mat- 
ters, the vengeance of these inquisitors fell upon the people. 
Not for crime-— not JTor immorality — but for the violation of 
some senseless form, which, in the primate's judgment, made 
a part (perhaps an essential part) of the beauty of holiness. 
An example or two may be given. We select them from a 
mass lying before us. 

Mr. Chancey, minister of Ware, was called before the Court 
for such expressions as the following : — " That idolatry was 
admitted into the church; that the preaching of the Grospel 
would be suppressed; that there is much Atheism, Popery, 
Arminianism, and heresy, crept into the church."t Others, 
for using expressions against Arminianism, were banished 
the University of Oxford. Rushworth abounds with many 
like examples of the cruel spiiit which animated Laud at 
this time. 

'* The last week, one Bowyer was sentenced to the pillory, 
and perpetual imprisonment in Bridewell, for uttering at 
Heading (where my Lord Grace of Canterbury was bom) 
divers scandalous reports of his Grace; as that he was an 
Arminian; that he had written to the Pope, promising hid 

* Proceedings in Kent, p. 37. Camden Society, 
t Rush worth, vol ii., pp. 34, 110, 111, 283. 
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aaaiatance for the propagation of the Komiah faith here," Ac' 
"I have had very ungrateful dealings from the I^mbAk 
patriarch, by whom I have been deprived of my minitti; 
and all the profits of my living three years and seven montH 
having myself, my wife, and seven children to provide tot; 
such is the prelates' will, for not cuDsenting to nkoni>- 
dancing on the Lord's daj."t "Complsinta were ttcttuUf 
lodged against individuals who did not stand up at & 
creed, did not Ijow to iii« alia/r, nor at the muse of Jca4 
nor receive the sacrament on their lmeea."t 

Sir A. Haalerig thus stiites the effect of these proceedingss— 
" The Council table bit like a serpent, the Star Chamber lik( 
a scorpion. Our souls, our consciences, were put on a mk 
by the archbishop. We might not speake of Scripture, or 
repeate a sermon at our table." Even Clarendon is compelled 
to utter strong things. " When I cast my eyes upon the Hi^ 
Commission, and other ecclesiastical courts, my soul hatk 
bled for the wrongs and pressure which I have observed to 
have been done and committed in these courts against the 
king's good people." The maledictions of these infamow 
courts fell daily on the learned and the holy. Their victim 
were the men of zeal, of lofty principle, and holy livee. 
drunkard, the sycophant, the men of uo principle, lived 
rejoiced in their debaucheries, untouched by them. In 
country, the bishops modelled these courts after the 
of their metropolitans. The genius cf Laud pervaded 

• Fiurfiu's CorTMpDaiiimce, voL L, pp. 77, 7S. " 
faailtiM, choler kDd psuien mo<t ducurd iudf. In the 8 
(where, if tha crime be out extn^nliniuy, it was floe enoDghll 
■ued in >a clwrgeable a court), he wu Dbwrved nlreTs to 
Jenuti aide, and to infuao more vinEg^r thui tnl into ill I 
*lia wn much bluned for bii wrerity to bii prode«uor, < 
agkinct hu trill, and before hii time of hii jiuiadlotioiL"— Fullar, 0. M 
p- 317. 

t Letter from Bichard Cnlmer to Sir E. Dtiiag, Jul 8, 1840, 
f Mdiogi in Kanl, p. 130: 

t Life of Wliiteloeke:, p. IIE. 
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natioB. The mamsiMriiig of all ecclesiastical machinery was 
touched by him. He thus reached all dasaes. The lowest 
tradesman, the humblest artificer, as well those of the higher 
lardes of life, were touched by these agencies. The wealth of 
thousands was absorbed by them.* The measures adopted by 
him fi>r qtendiug the power of the ecclesiastical courts at the 
expense of all other courts, had called forth the hostility of 
the bar to the church. Men of influence in the profession 
''took all importunities,'' Clarendon informs tis, ^'uncharit- 
ably to impute mistakes imto crime, and unreasonably to 
transfer and impute the follies and faults of particular men 
to the malignity of their own functions; and so to whet and 
sharpen the edge of the law to wound the church in its 
jurisdiction, and at last to cut it up by the roots, and 
demolish its foundations."t On the conduct of this British 
Inquisitor-Gkneral, we shall afterwards remark. In the 
meanwhile^ another topic, though anticipating a little, 
demimds attention. 

Hitherto only occasional glimpses of Baptist movements, 
and scattered fragments of their history, have passed under 
reftiew; we have now reached a period when light and cer- 
tainty will gudde us. Bespecting one section of the body we 
baye supplied much important matter; and in relation to 
the other, the material will now increase with rapidity. 
Up to this period we have no dear and dedsiye proof of 
the existence of a Particular Baptist Church. Certainly 
undnr our notice the evidence has not come. Crosby's con- 
jeeture, that many Baptists were mingled with other 
ehuidLes^ is highly probable. With him, it was apparently 



**Ifc took under its care the consideratioii due to the nobility. A 
of xeipeet, an inadvertency, a joke, the least action which seemed 
Boi to keep in jost recognition the superiority of their rank and of their 
4|^hft8, WBM puxdahed with extreme rigour, and always by enormous fines 
for the benefit of the king and the offended party.'' — Vide Note. Guixot. 

t Vide Hist. , toL i , p. 400. 
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only conjecture; but man; iiic idea tol allusions in worln 
this period would jiiBtifjr ua in ufiirmiDg it as fact. 
waiving this, as a matter in which our readers can have 
little interest, we shall narrate the origin of the En^iA 
Particular Baptist body. 

One never gazes ou tbe small bubbling spring, hidda 
in its mossy bed in some secluded dell, then to trace it» 
iinward flow till it sweeps past the marta of commerti, 
and hears on its bosom the navy of a mighty empire « 
the riches of a nation, but with intense delight. So wiA 
the history of a nation. The eai'ly struggle of the finl 
Pilgrim Fathers ; the conflict of barbarism with civilian^ 
influences which are surrounding them ; their gradual rise 
in the arts of social and commercial importance ; thfir 
constant subordination of the untoward and the faTourkbb 
to tlie development of those resouroea which constituu 
the greatness and moral worth of a community, till tlwy 
Etand before you on a pedestal as commanding as any d 
the past. The power of thought can never bo fully esii- 
mated. The results of some new aspects of Christian tmtJi, 
or an organization for its diffusion, can never be told. Tba 
thought, that it was the (luty of Christians to seek the con- 
version of the heathen, which had been gi-owing up in ll» 
mind of Carey for years, when eml)odied in practice changed 
the moral aspect of the whole church. The origin of tbe 
ticular Baptists was small, but itM influence has told, and 
yet tell with augmented power, on the church and the 

Fiiim the pen of one of the actore iu this movement 
have the following sketoli: — "There was 
Protestant dissenters of the Independent peraiiaaion 
London, giithered in the year 1616, of which Mr, Hi 
Jacob was the first pastor; and after him succeeded 
John Lathorp, who wiis their minister in 1G33. In 
wx^iety several peraons, finding that the societf kept ik 
!ta first principles of separation, and being also convi 
that liaptiaro was not to be itdminiatered to iu&ntB, 
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such as professed faith in Christ, desired that they might he 
dismissed from that communion, and allowed to form a dis- 
tinct congregation in such order as was most agreieable to 
their own sentiments. The church, considering that they 
"were now grown very nimierous, and so more than in those 
times of persecution could conveniently meet together, and 
believing also that those persons acted from a principle of 
conscience, and not from obstinacy, agreed to allow them the 
liberty they desired, and that they should be constituted a 
distinct church; which was performed Sept. 13, 1633. And 
as they beUeved that baptism was not rightly administered 
to infants, so they looked upon the baptism they had 
received at that age as invalid, whereupon most of them 
received a new baptism. Their minister was Mr. John 
Spilsbnry. What number they were is uncertain, because 
in. the mentioning of about twenty men and women, it is 
added, divers others. In the year 1638, Mr. William Kiffin, 
Mr. Thos. Wilson, and others, being of the same judgment, 
were upon their request dismissed to the said Mr. Spilsbury's 
congregation. In the year 1639, another congregation of 
Baptists was formed, whose place of worship was Crutched 
]B*riar8 ; the chief promoters of which were Mr. Grew, Mr. 
Paul Hobson, and Captain Spencer."* 

It may interest our readers to know the grounds on which 
this eminent man (Mr. Kii&n) separated from brethren with 
whom he had long associated. He had become a IN'oncon- 
formist after much prayer and inquiry; and the same course 
led to his adoption of those views which he held through life. 
"I used all endeavours," he says, "by converse with all such 
as were able, and also by diligently searching the Scriptures, 
with earnest desires to God that I might be directed in a 
right way of worship; and after some time concluded that 
the safest way was to follow the footsteps of the flock, 
namely, that order laid down by Christ and his apostles, 

* Crosby, voL i, pp. 148, 149. 
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and practisetl by tbe primitive Christians in tbeir tim; 
whicli I found to be, that after conversioii they were hip' 
tized, added to the church, und continued in the apoMd 
doctrine and fellowship, a.nd breaking of bread and praym^ 
according to which I bound myself to be conformablft.'* 
Upon these high and scriptural principles, Mr. Kiffa 
acted. Thoy moulded his character, and regulated bis futmt 
life. 

A difficulty presented itself to the minds of these men, 
and, whilst it shows the strengUi of their conscientiousnes, 
makes it manifest that they were yet not fully enlightened is 
the nature of Christ's kingdom. Beyond their fellows in tk 
clearness of their views of the absolute spirituality of it, thej 
had not yet attained to the full liberty of the children of Goi 
But we will present the matter in the words of one intimate 
with some of this class. " That they often met together K 
pray[and confer about this matter, and consult what methodi 
they should take to enjo-y this ordinance in its primilin 
purity. That they coold not he satisfied about any mini inw- 
tration in England to begin this practice; becatue lica^ 
aoTne in this fuilion rejected the ba^ism of infanta, yet litg 
had not, as t/iei/ hneui of, revived the anclemt custont of 
jnergioTi. But hearing that some in the Netherlouds 
tised it, they agreed to send one Mr. Richard Blount, 
understood the Dutch language, carrying letters of 
mendation with him, and wa» kindly received both 
church there, and Mr, John Butte, their teacher; f 
his return he b3i)tized Mr. Samuel Blacklock, 
and these two baptized the rest of thia company, 
names are in the M.S. to the number of fifty-three.' 
statement is vague. We have no date, and c&ni 
whether the fact I'efers tii the Separatists under Mr. Spilsl 
or to others. Edwards mentions two other ministers 
Blount, and calls the church " one of the first and 

■ iTinwT'B lif* of Eiffln, p. 17. 
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churckes of the Anabaptists now in these latter times." 
Upon the cause of the deputation to Holland we have com- 
mented already. Most will now see that the practice of the 
Mennonite brethren was common in this countiy. These 
^' new men" soon cast them into the shade, and their practice 
speedily become obsolete. Immersion, as the mode of bap- 
tisniy became the rule with both sections of the Baptist com- 
munity. Indeed from this time, beyond the fact already 
given, we know not a solitary exception. 

The long annexion, and the vast and varied influence of 
JSiIr. Kiffin on the in£uit cause, will hereafter be detailed. 
Sjb social position became high — ^his commercial influence 
very great — whilst his devotedness to the church of Christ, 
in connexion with our body, places him in the first rank of 
those who should be held by us in everlasting remembrance. 

The retirement of these men excited no ordinary amount 
of attention. It could not be otherwise. Their integrity, 
their consistency and earnest piety, were not hidden. The 
grounds of their separation had been distinctly stated, and 
their appeal to the law and the testimony was not in vain. 
It is probable that for some time others continued to secede 
on the same ground, as ''an ancient member of that long- 
ago^athered congregation, whereof Mr. Henry Jacob was an 
instrument of gathering in, and the pa^r worthy of doable 
honour, Mr. John Lathroppe," sought to stay the evil 
by issuing ''Sion's Virgins; or, a Shyrt Form of Catechimi 
of the Dodrine of Baptism,"* Other members followed. 
Their influence was not injurious. They excited thought, 
prompted inquiry, and speedily augmented the number of. 
our brethren. 

As in times long anterior to these, "a pool, a river, a 
lake," were selected as places for the administration of the 
ordinance; so now, the brethren about London had no bap- 
tistery, and the flowing stream was chosen for this purpose. 

* Londcm, 1644. 



80 EARLY ENGLISH I 

Incidentally, this fact is stated by one of tUe journalistd ri 
tile time. " And the rivei- Lee, which nina by Bow, whenia 
the new elect rebaptize themselves, and call it by the n 
of Jordan."* 

To other events tlie attention of the reader must now It 
caUed. We have anticipated a little in our narrative. "Hit 
death of Buckingham increased the jMwer of Laud. To tk 
councils of the Sovereign a man of commanding and aubtk 
genina had been called. Wentworth had been a leadin); 
patriot for years. Hia voice had been one of the loudest in 
condemnation of the extntvagance and tyranny of the c 
The cause of Charles now absorbed liim.f Into it he thic* 
t)ie whole of hia gi'eat and restless mind, and, fiuaJly, by bit 
unprincipled support of it, brought himself to the bloclcj To 
trace the career of the primate and the civilian in detail is im- 
possible. Onlya very brief outline can be given of thefomm. 

Sustained by the king, and all-powerful at the Connal 
Board, nothing appeai'ed to check his course, Oppoaition 
to hia wish was powerless. Higher and liigher rose hb lovf 
of form and ceremouj, whilst evcrv step led to a closer coo- 
formity to Rome. The want ol power, not will, on hi* 
part, prevented a closer umon 

To show his contempt foi tlic strictness of the Puritai 
and probably to gain favout witli the multitude, he indu< 
Cliarlea to republish the Bool of Sptnia. Complaints a 

* Slercnriui Aultcua. Uiiroh. tG43, U the date. 

i- " But thors wsre two above all the c»t who led the vmB tt 
king*!) cuancili : and these were I^ud, Arulibuhup at CuitsrbH 
teltuw of meaa pitraction and smguit pride, and tha Earl of Stnl 
who as much outstripiied nil the rest in favour aa he did ii 
being a man of deep pulicj, Btam resolution, and ambitioui leal, li 
Dp the glorf iif hia owa grcntncaii," Jtc— Mn. Hatchinaon, p. 39, 

X 'Wentvnrth (Straffont), after joining the Rnyal l«rt;. apit 
have loat all telf-reapeot. The abject flatter]' with vbich ha u 
tbs hvonrite Buukingham, when loliciting the Freddenc; of tb 
awaken* but ono f«Lng In the well-regulated mind. — Vi^Htt. T 



n A cardinal's liat had 1>een offered to laai.—Vidi Diaty, J 
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the varioas Sandaj levda, in the Ibnn of vakea^ ckBrdLala^ 
csleric akfl^ had been nuide to aome of ihe jndidal bendi, and 
effarts had been made to sapptem them. Land lefumed the 
jadgea, and threw the whole weight of his JuJlnence azoand 
these hol^ 8oene&* The enjojment of this pnctioe of pia^ 
was confined exdosiyelj to the chnrch-going people. *' We 
lack from the benefit and liberty," said the sfHritnalhr-minded 
headof thedraich, "all sndi known zeensantSy either men or 
women, as will abstain from coming to chnrch or dirine ser- 
vioe, being therefore onworthT of anj lawfol reereanon after 
the said service, that will not first come to chnrdi and sore 
God-^f The moral sense of the oonmmniiT was shodced, and it 
operated sabseqaentl j with great power against the primate. 
The Star Chamber, or the High CommisEion Court, was 
ever at command to silence hostilitr, or to crash a fi)e. 

* "KKimhfth Iwi fH «n rmrnrlr trf thii Vind irf SwndiTiirmtvin bkAptU^ 
1569, she ianied the foUowing lieenee : — ** WLcieas, ve k» infonaeii iLat 



one Joihn Seconton Ponlter, dvdliiig ^vhhin iLe ptkrisL of St. dement 
Daneg, being a poor man, having fonr snuJ! cLfldres, izAf^Hez. ici^dMxj. 
islioemedtohareandtonaeacmieplajiandganieaasorispofiiiine ieren! 
SimdagrB, for hia better relief^ comfort, snnematiciB, wjskin. the fxmntj of 
Hiddleaex, to oommoice and begin at and from the ^3iA dar of Ifaj 
next wimtiig after the date herec^ and not to remain in c«e plaee abore 
three aewenl Sandayi; and in eonadering that great cnwdi cf pwple if 
like to eome thereimto, we wQl and require joo, aa well for good order aa 
alao for the preservation of the Qaeen Majestj't peaee, that jon takft with 
jon four or five of the discrete and mbstanti^ men within joar offiee and 
libertiefl, when the game shall be pat in practice, there and then to 
fanme and do your endeavour to joor best in that behalf dnring tiie 
oontiniianoe of the games or plays, which games are tetenJUy maUumei 
hereafter; that is to saj, the shooting with the standard, the shooting 
with the broad arrow, the shooting at the twelve seore prick, the shootiag 
ai the Tnrk, the leaping for men, the nmning for men, the wrestling, the 
throwing of the sledge, and the pitching of the bar, with all snch other 
games as have at anj time heretofore, or now be licensed, used, or 
played. Grren the 26th day of April, in the 11th year of the QneeB 
Majesty's reign."— Oardwell, voL L, pp. ail, 312L 

■f* ''This measore excited more prejudice against the kingand the avefa- 
bjahop than almost any other action of the period; indeed, any act of the 
eomt seemed calculated to hasten on that min which ereatiially UAr 
lowed.*— Lathbnry's £. Episcopacy, p. 87. 
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Hundreds, of whose names there ia no recoi-d, felt the p 
uf tliia English Inqiiinition.* The case of Dr. Lctglitoo h 
been noticed.t Another now demands a passing i 
Prynne, a barrister, Burtoo, a minister of holy life, md 
Bastwick, a ttoctor of medicine, had, in varioug -wajra, giva 
offence to the "little Doctor" at Lambeth. The incidentBcf 
tbeirtriols we cannot narrate. Their puuishment ouIycUimt 
■mr attention. The sentence was, "That Mr. Hnrton bt 
deprived of his living, and degi-aded from Ids ministry, m 
Prynne and Bastwick Had been from their professions of I»w 
and physio; that each of tliem be fined £5,000; that th^ 
stand in the pillory at Westminster, and ha»e their ears cirt 
off; and becaHse 3lr. Prynne had already lost hts ears bf 
sentence of the court, 1633, it was ordered that the remainder 
of his stam)i3 should he cut off, and that he should be atlg- 
inatized on both cheeks with the letters S. L. ;{ and then »II 
three wei-e to suffer perpetual imprlsouraent in the remotol 
prisons of the kingdoni."|| These are only samples of the 

' "Tlie D]ipr«Bi(ina tliea o( the bttihop!i, on men's louls, bodies. mJ 
gcinilB, is ao pitiful, tlint it in iDurrQlleil if Gml ctime not down to flmi 
the caiuB of the poor innocenti. " — B»illie, toL i., \i. 67. 

t "LauJ, who a« & bishop aliould have known himself precluded bf 
the canons of tho church from being a judge in mny caiue which eonU 
lead to ponslties involving death or mutilations, took off hii cap in tb* 
i^ourt nnd rotnmod thnnks to CSod when the Kntence wu prunoaucuL" 
— Kcmble, note, p. Ixiviit. Leighton was afterwirds nwde Msstn uf 
lAmlietli House. 

J Whitelocke positively nffirnis thnt Idud procured ft tharp ■eDlCBM 
to be passe'l on Prynne. — -VoL i. , p. ti2. 

II Noal On the Erst trial of Piynne, the l«neh v " 
X.nrd X>Drset, who displayed both his tow wit (uid liiif tnhumuiitjr, i 
nouncing sentence. Take the following u confirmatory of th' 
t'ryDDB I do declare to be n schism mnkar in the chnreb, ■ 
■ource to the iximnionwenltli, n wolf in sheep's clothing,— in m t 
'imnium nuiiorunt nrquiaimm, I ilinll hue him £1,000, whieb ia ■ 
than he is worth, yet leu than he ileaorveth. I will not art U 
liberty, no more thui a plsgued man, or mad dog. who though Im m 
lilte, he will foam ; he is so far from being a looinble soul, that Iw ii 
n rational soul -, be is Gt to live in dens with such lieut* ol 
i;iid tigers like lumsblf. Therrfore, I do ooadcma bio 
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cruelty of this infamous court. The sufferers triumphed 
over the prelate in the execution of the sentence. Their 
moral heroism won the admiration of the multitude, whilst 
the indignation against this ruthless persecution deepened in 
intensity.* 

Closer and closer the influence of Laud and his satellites 
vfBS drawing around the Separatists. Their home was hope- 
less of comfort or peace. To other lands they began to 
look. The wild and boundless prairies of the new world had 
sheltered the Pilgrim Fathers. There was stiU room for 
others of the persecuted. Liberty there could be enjoyed, 
and conscience would be unfettered. Thousands sought the 
shelter which the New England colonies then offered. The 
emigrants were men of piety, influence, energy, and moral 
worth. They carried with them the elements of new and 
prosperous empires, and greatly aided in developing the 
resources of the then in&int colonies. Others fled to Hol- 
land, and sought freedom under the Kepublican Govern- 
ments, f Wrong is never powerless. Violators of rights 
ultimately suffer. The unprincipled monarch, and his 
eodesiastioal adviser, inflicted on the country immense 
damages. Not less than half-a-million of capital — a very 

impriBonment, as those monsters that are no longer fit to live amongst 
men, nor to see the light. I should bum him in the forehead, and slit 
him in the nose, for I find that it is confessed of all, that Dr. Leightcn's 
offence was less than Mr. Prynne's ; then why should Mr. Prynne suffer 
leM?" &c. The sentence was inhuman in the extreme, and was executed 
with mthless barbarity. He was expelled from Oxford and the bar; a 
fine of £5,000 was inflicted, his ears were cut off, and his work was burnt 
befoire his face by the common hangman. 

* ** Whilst punishing Bastwick for writing against the Papacy, he tole- 
nied a fierce priest of the name of Choroney, who liad written in favour 
of the Pope, and dedicated his work to Laud." — Life of Whitelocke, p. 112. 
London, 1860. 

*|* **The Anabaptists have three meeting-places which are connived 
st; these resembling bams, so they term them. Amongst these Ana- 
baptists, some Arians, some Socinians. Of these Anabaptists 'tis said 
there are thirty- three sorts." — Brereton*s Travels, p. 68. Cheetham 
Soeiety. 
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large sum at that time— was abstracted from the 
of the nation; and had not the popular power panlyiei 
this cruel policy, it is supposed that a fourth, part of tlw 
movable property of England would haye been eanied te 
America. Cromwell, Hampden, Haslerig, and otherB^ wcr 
ready to transfer their persons and their wealth to tJie 
same coimtry; but the monarch, as though smitten wiA 
judicial blindness, forbade their departure. It was welL^ 
This country could not spare them. Providenoe, in iti 
hidden but effectual workings, was preparing them for tks 
consummation of those plans which their splendid geniui^ 
their lofty principles, and their sleepless yigilance finaDjr 
achieved. 

The country was covered, as it were, with a neiw o tt d 
spies. In the smallest hamlet, as well as in the mariB d 
commerce, these moral pests were found. With frill power 
they were armed. Wren and others of the Episcopate, with 
the fiill concurrence of the primate, had issued the most 
stiingent orders to their miserable dependents. We fp,T% m 
a sample, the following articles of inquiry issued by tbe 
former. They are selected from a copy in the Britaik 
Museum : — 

'* 3. Is there in your parish any that have been, or is vehemoit^ 
suspected to have been present at any unlawful assemblies, con f M - 
tides, or meetings, under colour or pretence of any exeaxam id 
religion? or do any affirm and maintain such meetings to be lawfal? 

*'4 Be there any abiding in, or resorting to, your parish, . . . 
factious Separatists, refusing to repair to the church to hear diroe 
service, &c. ? Or that have, or do publish, sell, or dispense any 
superstitious, seditious, or schismatical books, &c., touchiqg the 



* '* An Order in Council was passed, that the Lord Treasurer ol 
land should take speedy and effectual* course for the stay of eight 
now in the river of Thames, prepared to go for New England ; and 
likewise give orders for the putting on hmd all the passengers and pvo- 
viaions therein intended for the voyage. In these ships were Sir W. 
Boynton, Sir W. Constable, Sir A. Haalerig, John w^mpj^^ti^ ^^d Ol 
CromweU."— NeaL Vide Robertson's America, lib. z. Burtoo'k Diuy, 
voL ii, p. 325. D*Bwes, voL ii, p. 117. 
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Feligion, state, or eodesiAstical government of this kingdom? Ffesent 
ilieir names, qualities, and conditions, if you know or have heard of 
any." 

These were renewed two years after, on "Wren's removal 
to Ely. 

To another event the reader's attention must now be 
called, because it was disastrous to the monarch and perilous 
to bis throne. The bald Presbyterianism of the North had 
long been distasteful to Laud. It stood in the boldest con- 
trast to the imposing splendour of his own church. Already 
to some extent he had forced an Episcopate on the Northern 
kingdom. Upon the church he again operated. A liturgy 
more conformed to the English one was designed. The 
in&tuated monarch ordered one to be prepared, as well as 
to enforce with more rigour the new order of bishops on the 
unwilling "people. Others prepared it, but it was pervaded 
by the spirit of Laud. Its tendency was undisguised. Some 
of the unmistakable dogmas of Popery were in it.* The 
Mends of the court saw the danger of enforcing it, and 
urged delay. Remonstrance was in vain. The proud pre- 
late stormed and threatened to remove the bishops from 
their sees, if they hesitated. No means were neglected 
in securing the establishment of the detested hierarchy. 
Laud had no scruples. Judges were bribed— unprincipled 
men were invested with power. Known individuals were 
chofien, already committed to a certain course, to preside at 
the decision of certain matters, when the most unbiassed 
judgment should have been exercised. t "Your book of 
canons, which, perchance, at first, will make more noise than 
all the cannons of Edinburgh Castle ; but when men's ears 
have been used awhile to the sound of them, they will not 
startle so much at it, as now at the first."| 

* NeaL Baillie, yoL i, lett. L, pp. 1, 2. 

i* Dtahymple's second yolume presents abundant evidence from the let- 
ien of Land of the utter unprincipledness of this worthless churchman. 

X Biahop Juxon. Dalrymple, vol. ii., p. 18. Letter to Maxwell, 
BdiopofBoes. 1635. 



SiBLT ESQLISH BAPTiaTS. 

The Sunday after Easter, 1637, was the day appoictedl 
the introduction of tlie new foi'in. The High Church 
Edinburgh wus selected for the occusion. Prelates in th 
robes and mitres, barons in their i-obea of state, and 1 
representatives of the coiirt, crowded to the church, 
support by their presence the plans of Land. But therei 
another element at work. The people in mausN assembi 
also. The Bishop of Edinburgh and the Dean were to officii 
Fop some time the service proceeded with moderate calnuu 
when up rose a sturdy Scotch matron, imbued alike wi 
the doctrine and spirit of Knox, and seizing the >b 
on which she had been sitting, flung it at the Lead of I 
minister. It was the signal for an outbreak. The 
was in an uproar. " The serving-maids began such a ttu 
as was never lieard of since the Reformat ioxi." 
similar scene," says Napier, " occuri'ed in Glasgow. At 
outgoing of the church, about thirty or forty of our hoaa 
women, in one voice, before the bishop and mogistratw, 
a railing, cursing, scolding, with chimour on Mr. W. 
and when this clergyman was proceeding after supper 
visit the Archbishop of Glasgow, he is no sooner in I 
street, at nine o'clock on a dark night, with tlirce or Is 
ministers with bim, but some hundreds of euraged wuaM 
of all qualities ire about liim with neavcs, staves, and pe* 
but no stones. They beat him sore; his cloak, ruff, m 
hat were rent; however, upon liis cries, and caudles sont o 
from many windows, he escajK^l all bloody wounds; yet 
was in great danger even of killing."* 



* Napier's Uuntro*!", p. iS, Baillio, yn\. L, p. 8. "Notoooerwoi 
Imokn opeaed bjr tlie Deui of Edinburgh, l)uC a Dumbor of tbo Tl 
{mint of tbem wumen], with cl&pping of their huidi, cuning, and 
criiM, raiud inch a harbaroiu hubbub in the pUce that nnnc could h«i 
lie hoard. The Biahoii of Edinburgh, who van to preach, ttapt lata 
pulpit, lie.; but thin the rabble grew >a euraged and mad, tliat if •■ 
aliaed to be thrown at him, had pot boen proTidentiallr divsrtad bj 
band of ont praaeut, the life of the pnitate bad been Budangend, If 
liut," — Hoath'i Cbroaiolei, p. 5. Loadon, 1676. "Ho mail ia»f ■ 
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No one familiar with the past will wonder at this. The 
younger bishops, prompted by the primate, had led their 
party into the most violent courses. Imagining that they had 
subdued their opponents, or awed them to silence, no bounds 
"were set to their pride and ambition. Daily it grew, till it 
became unbearable. Ministers and nobles alike felt it, and 
the latter saw that there was danger to their very estates 
from the encroachment of these ecclesiastics.^ 

The events in Edinburgh and Glasgow were only the begin- 
ning of the conflicts. The spirit of the North was roused. 
Alarm and consternation prevailed. ''There is nothing 
•expected here," said David Mitchel, "but civil war. There 
is no meeting of Council ; the chancellor may not with any 
aafety attend it, nor any bishops ; the very name is more odious 
among old and young than the devil's. "t Preparations for 
war followed. The nation entered into it with spirit. The 
nobles, the burghers, and the ministers proposed the "Solemn 
League and Covenant." Around it the popular sympathy 
gathered. Intense was the feeling it excited. ** In the west 
country, they will give no passenger," says Dalrymple, "either 
meat, or drink, or lodging for his money, until he first give 
them assurance that he is a member of this unchristian 
Covenant."! Vainly did the monarch strive against the 



-ttnything in public for the king's party, except he would have himself 
marked for a sacrifice to be killed some day. I think our people possessed 
with a bloody devH, far above anything that I could have ever imagined 
though the mass in Latin had been presented.'* — ^Baillie, voL i., p. 10. 

* "Wright's History of Scotland, vol. ii., p. 519. "The same error,** 
WKJB Bishop BuBsell, "which rendered unpopular the introduction of the 
canons, was committed in imposing the use of the liturgy. The clergy 
mtm not consulted ; the nation, in general, was kept in ignorance till the 
Boyal mandate was issued ; and no means were employed to prepare the 
fiwtlingii of the common people for a change to which, had it proceeded 
from their own pastors, they would, it is probable, have readily sub- 
mitted." — History of the Church of Scotland, voL ii., p. 129. Napier. 
Uonttose, p. 34. Edinbui^h, 1840. 

•I* Dalrymple; vol. ii, p. 37. 

X Ibidf p. 26. " I hear some mutter at Bishop Laud's carriage there 
(Scotland), that it was too haughty and pontifical.*'— Howell, p. 261. 
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rising tide. TTia armiea failed him, and his unwise ccnm 
laid the fonndatioa of future trouble, whilst it had no feeUi 
iufluence on the fate of Laud and Wcntworth, his lefwUsi 
counselloTS in this miachievous affair. Fully to appieoitt 
the circumstances of our brethren, and the adTetee iufluoiaa 
which surrounded them, wo felt that these someirtid 
lengthy dettuls Wei's necessary. 

My steiy, to a considerable extent, shrouds the moTemoiB 
of our brethren at thiu perLod ; yet we know from mibeeqUMit 
lacts, not only of their exiatente, but of their progress it 
varioua places. From the grasp of the hierarchy tlieyoonU 
not escape. Detested above all other separatists by tit 
ecclesiastics, as opposed to the State-churchiam, and hatol 
by the secta &om the hostility to the Genevan doctrijv^ 
caution became them in all their movements. In Lousw is 
secluded places, or in some retired sjiot distant from the bnij 
haunts of men, they were forced to worship. Only from th« 
ntterauces of their adversaries, in some cases, do we catch > 
glimpse of their movements, or from the reports of bishop 
the reality of their existence. 

About this tiiite, it is m.ore than probable that their prin- 
ciples in modern times were first propagated in the I^ib- 
cipality. Dense was the darkness which rested on th« 
inhabitants. It would be extremely difficult, if not impo- 
sible, for us to realise it. Ignorance and immorality 
the conduct of the religious teacher, while vice, ." 
form, grew luxuriantly amongst the [leople. " 
from circumstances, that a small Baptist church 
at Olohon in 1633. If there ever were any 
of its regular constitution,' it seems they i 
lost, like many more valuable papers of that 
Howell Vaughan was the minister tliei*e; it is prol 
he preached mostly among bis own small congre^tion, 
not mnch abroad."* This little Border town 

■ Thomi^i Hbtorr of thg EkpUit AmodOaam in WkiM, p. X 
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crated spot. Around it recollections of the past clustered, 
of no common interest. About the middle of the fourteenth 
century, the ppre Word of the Lord sounded fix)m it. 
Walter Brute, a disciple of Wickliffe, resided here. He was 
a gentleman of fortune and education. To proclaim the 
truth was the sole object of his life; for he giyes us an 
interesting sketch of his labours. It is too long for our 
page& He gathered separate congregations, and we are told 
by the author of the History of the Welsh Baptists^ that he 
tau^t ^ that fidth should precede baptism, and that baptism 
was not essential to salvation; yet still admitted that the 
£iith of godly parents was sufficient for their children." 
Near to this spot, also, resided the celebrated Lord Cobham. 
Oldcastle is only a short distance from Olchon. Hunted by 
his fierce persecutors from court on the charge of heresy, he 
fled to his paternal home. For four years he eluded the 
vigilance of his foes, and spent this time in inculcating the 
**tnie evangel" on the minds of the people. His efforts 
were not in vain. The conjecture is not improbable, that the 
flame kindled by Brute and his disciples, and then sustained 
by the labours of Oldcastle, though often feeble in after ages, 
still lingered, till it manifested itself in the first Separatist 
chmch in the Principality.* The fact is one of singular 
interest. 

In the writings of some leading men of this period, there 
are occasional allusions to the Anabaptists. Mostly they 
aie based in error. No one need wonder at this. It 
answered an important end to misrepresent. Above all 
others, they were dreaded as moral pests. Strype thus 
refers to some in Essex: "Would to God the honourable 
Ckmncil saw the face of Essex as we do see. We have such 



indeed uncertain when this church was constituted ; but, by circumstancesy 
H if Bnpposed to have been about 1633. It is considerably the oldest 
loeiety of Nonconformists in the Principality," &c. — ^Bippon's •E.egistery 
from 1794 to 1797, p. 21. 
* Fox. Thomas's Welsh Baptists. Ivimey, vol. i., pp. 73-79. 
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obstinate heretics, Anabaptists, and other unrulj peraon 
here, as never were heard of."* 

Fuller, in a sermon on the Indwelling of the Spirit, thv 
betrays his ignorance of the views of the brethren at that 
period: — "And what if some practical Anabaptists bj usar- 
pation have entitled their brain-sick fancies to be so manT 
illuminations of the Spirit, must we presently turn Saddaces 
in this point, and deny that there is any Spirit at all? God 
forbid."t 

About the same year, D'Ewes, depicting, with, sinoerr 
indignation, the growth of superstition under the infloeaof 
of Laud, refers with no approving pen to our brethren. It 
is only the former portion of this statement which can be 
applied with any truthfulness to them. Their whole hiBtoir 
would be an overwhelming refutation of the tmth of tin 
latter st-atement. 

'^At home, many wicked Anabaptistical or Popiahlj' 
affected divines and scholars, in both universities and elie- 
where, maintained in the schools and pulpits justification hr 
works, freewill, Christ's bodily presence in the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, and a world of other corrupt and 
noisome tenets, which made my soul to fetch deep sighs, and 
my tongue to pray daily that God would preserve his GkMpd 
and truth amongst us. One Dr. Beale (being made master 
of St. John's College, Cambridge) caused such a geneitl 
adoration to and towards the altar and sacrament to be 
practised, that many godly fellows and scholars of the hoaae 
left their places to avoid the abominations.''^ 

To other events, the attention of the reader will be called 
in another chapter. 



Strype^t E. Mem., yoL iiL David's E. NoDcon. in Essex, p. 54. 
t Memorimls of T. Fuller, D.D., p. 59. 
t D*Ewes, ToL IL, pp. Ill, 112. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

THE CIVIL WAB. 

We are now approaching a period in our national history 
to which events had long been tending, and which shook the 
X)olitiottl and social state of the people to its very centre. Pre- 
jodioe or ignorance has so abused the leading actors in this 
crima, that we feel it a duty, most solemnly binding, to present 
an accurate view of their character and motives to our readers. 
The sketch cannot be full length — only in miniature. We 
have our own opinions, but, for obvious reasons, those of 
others who differ from us on many ecclesiastical matters 
may be invoked to vindicate the memory of the gi*eat and 
patriotic of that exciting era. Time is doing its work. 
From the mists which have shrouded them for generations, 
they are standing out before us with a majesty and unsur- 
passed dignity, commanding our admiration and love. 
Hoyalty had not more devoted admirers, liberty not warmer 
friends, and their interest in the woe or weal of the nation 
was supreme. They were not Nonconformists, but Church- 
men, not Anabaptists, but Episcopalians, in the senate, who 
led the van against the crushing despotism of Whitehall and 
Lambeth. All facts justify the opinion of the author of the 
history of the English Episcopacy when he says : — 

**The great majority of the members were decided friends 
to Episcopacy, whatever may have been their views of Laud 
and some of the bishops. They were, however, divided into 
two parties — frigid and moderate Episcopalians. The latter 
venerated Episcopacy as that form of Government which 
had prevailed in the church from the apostolic age; the 
former assumed a higher ground, and maintained the jus 
if«mitm of Episcopacy. . . . Both were decided friends 
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to the Church of Eogland, and, tngether, they formed 
large majority in the two Houses."* 

" At the opening of Parliament, England had 
desired nor even thought of a revolution; the dissent 
mereiy meditated one in the church; the return of 1( 
orders, the re-eatabliahment of ancient liberties, the 
of actual and pressing abusea, — aneh had been, 
least BO it wan thought, the aole wiab and hopes of tlw 
nation. The leaders themselves, bolder and more enllghteiu^ 
Bcarccly formed any more extended projects; tlie eaergjd 
their vill surpassed tlie tunbitiou of their thoughts; lad 
they had gone on from day to day mthout any oldoutf 
aims, without system, carried forward simply by the pre- 
gressive developments of their situation, and to satisfy urgent 
necessities. When the moment arrived for drawing th« 
sword, all were aghast; not that their hearts were timid, nor I 
that civil war in the abstract had either in the eyes <i \ 
Parbament or the people anything strange or criminal tthon \ 
it; on the contrary, they read it with pride in the gift ' 
charter, in the history of tlieir conntryioen."t 

Probably the history of Parliaments would show ni no 
period when the feeling of the people were higher, and their 
discontent more strongly cipi-essed. The causes of this ware 
many. No one felt secure. Their dearest i-ight« wen io 
jeopardy every moment. The recklessness of Laud Biiil tit 
colleagues made them fear the spread of Poi>ery. The eondnd 
of the civil courts, the buniness of ship-money, the violatna 
'if law, the opprcssioDS of tlie Star Chamber, and otlMt 
matters, had titled the nation with gloom, and inspired tie 
public mind with the very worst fears.^ The conduct «t 

' Ijkthntby, K Epit, p. 110. FiVt p. 130. 

1* Onuot, b. iii., p. 140, Even Clucndon nj* : " It conlil iie*« la 
hupail, that more (ober and dUpuaiiaiute mm would meat togalfew i* 
that place, or fewer who broiij[lit ill purputea with them : mr cOoU Hf 
mao inugioe what offence Uie; liad giTen to pat the king to tliat iMiJa 
lioD (via., to dim)*e it)."— Sift., b. u., p. 50, 

i Leml Nmth'a NanatJTgu Sooiai'a Tncta, ToL L,p.4. **ncir tfrj 
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the House was now the only hope of the people. In the 
liands of the members of that celebrated assembly, the future 
liberties of the people were placed. Anxiety iilled every 
mind; for the struggle was one of an unparalleled character. 
At the opening of the session, there was no mistake as to 
the attitude the Commons would take. The speech from the 
throne was heard with attention, if not with entire satisfiic- 
tion. Eleven years had passed away since in anger they had 
been sent to their homes. Law and liberty had been violated ; 
the word and honour of the monarch had been proclaimed 
as things of naught; whilst the most despotic power had been 
wielded during that period. The crisis was now at hand. 
fVom it the patriots shrank not Ko heart quailed, no 
hand was feeble. We have seen them already acting as the 
conseirvators of religion. With the Church as subordinate to 
the State, they had a right to interfere. It was the creation 
of the State, and could be moulded according to their wilL 
Popery and Arminianism were dreaded by them. They were 
twins, or, rather, they thought one was the product of the 
other. Episcopalian tendencies were wholly in this direction. 
lAud favoured the latter, while the court in every way 
appeared to foster both. A Committee was at once appointed 
to guard the sacred ark. Its power was great. All matters 
oosmected with doctrine, with ceremonies and morals, were 
placed under its supervision. Bight heartily did it enter on 
its task. Erom no inquiry did it shrink — no person was 
placed above its examinations. The urgency was imperative. 
*It is well known," said the high-minded Rudyard, "what 
disturbances have been brought unto the church for vain and 



of this Parliament confess that they met in November, 1640, 
with ahnoet immingled zeal for the public good, and with loyal attach- 
ment to the crown. Not the demagogue or adventurer of transient popn- 
iMnlkff hat men well-bom and wealthy, than whom there could, perhaps, 
asrer he assembled 500 more adequate to redress the grievances or fix 
iha laws of a great nation."— Hallam, voL i, pp. 521, 522. Baxter says 
there was only one Presbyterian in the House when the war began, 
of Councils, p. 80, 81. 4to. 1682. 
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petty trifles; the whole ehtti-ch, the whole kiDgdoto, 1 
ubout where to place a metaphor or an altar. We have M 
rainistera, their ynvee, children, and fainiliea, undone a 
law, against conscience, agaioat all cotupassioiis, i 
dancing on Sundays. These inrentions were but 
to winnow the beat men, and that is the devil's occupa^ 
I never heard of any but diligent preachers that i 
with them and the liiie devices."* 

Lord Andover, on the 5th of Mawh, T.6il, in I 
of Lords, moved for the aboUtion of that engine of M 
Kpiacopal tyranny, the Star Chamber. The High j| 
sion Court soon followed. John Catton thus alloi 
mighty oppreasions of the former, and the latter was B 
lieliiad its twin brother in the magnitude of its crime again 
the liberties of the nation: — "The eccleaiaatical courts a 
like the courts of the High Priests and Pharisees, whii 
Solomon, by a spirit of prophecy, styloth deng of lioiu, a> 
mounlaiiis of leopards. Those only who have had to do«JI 
them have found them to he markets of the sins of d 
people, the cages of uncloa.n.ness, the forgers of extortJMi 
the tabernacles of bribery, and contrary to the ends of aij 
government," &&+ Ijaud, Wren, and their aids, eon 
tolerate anything but true godliness. Indulence, igoonnc 
drunkenness, and adultery, could pass unrebuked; but tl 
absence of the cross in baptism, refusing to bow at the BU 
of Jesua, the refusal to read the Book of Sporta, or olg«ctioi 
to white and black linen in the performance of divine Wt 

* " What iii, or who axt, the cilubq of most flChiBHitt amangrt lul T 
Ruhop'i iDHiI nulra^e in all the time kiii(;dnm!i nf kte, hntb *a iacow 
the cammon people, thitt in nil men'i eyes the; are bci-omc num Tfl 
and while oil mep rcfle«t on their oonitut tnule of miiwhieraua fn 
tioM, the wiaeit begin to 'cnnnlnile the very calliug hurta tha ton I 
niucli ua that dingcuce the i-niling!' Thiit we have by [oo. luu Imi, gm ' 
■nil aod eiperieaoa, founil it true, that our pnlntn have been w far tn 
pravaaUnx dinaioiu, that they have b«n the pnrenta and patrou at IW 
arronr, henalea, aesti, and uhismi that now diiturb tlil* Chnnli Si 
>jt«t*."— I«n1 Sroflk on EgHwopkcy. Haubur}-, *oL ii., p. 139. 

t Brook, Tol. iU., p. tU. 
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ship^ excited the Episcopal wrath to the utmost, and 
subjected the offenders to pains and penalties of no ordinary 
kind. There was no escape from these infernal powers. An 
hastj sentence, an objection, however conscientious, some- 
times a word, reported bj the spies of the prelates, would 
bring the victim to a cruel fate.* It will be obvious that 
Puritan tendencies, or, still worse, nonconformity to the 
orders of the proud prelates, would be unpardonable crimes. 
^* Had he been guilty of drunkenness, or uncleanness," said 
the Earl Dorset, to an applicant threatened by these men of 
bloody ^or any such lesser crime, he could obtain his pardon; 
but as he was guilty of nonconformity and Puritanism, his 
crime was unpardonable. ^'t The abolition of these dens of 
iniquity was hailed with unmixed joy. 

The representatives of the people did not allow religion 
onlj to absorb them. Matters affecting the civil liberties 
of an oppressed nation demanded their attention. Their 
task was onerous and delicate. To pursue it without hin- 
drance, they proclaimed their right to sit till their work was 
done. Many oppressive laws were repealed; many crying 
evils were annihilated j: Steadily the patriots advanced in 
their healthy and judicious reforms. But many felt that 

* In the rigour with which Laud urged conformity, he caused a minister 
to be censured by the High Commission Court **for this expression in 
a lermony *That it was suspicious that now the night did approach, 
beoaiue the shadows were so much longer than the body, and ceremonies 
more in force than the power of godliness.*" — ^Fuller's C. H., p. 150. 

•f- Mather^s History, b. iu., p. 19. " Not the meddling of the Commons 
witii Episcopacy, but the idolatry and Popish ceremonies introduced into 
the ohuroh, by command of the bishops themselves, were the causes why 
sectazies and conventicles abounded in England, and why Englishmen 
seeking liberty of worship were driven into exile." — Forster, vol. i, p. 31. 

:t "The wrath of the House was directed against evil councillors, mono- 
polists, judges, and bishops. It was the time of the Achitophels, the 
Hamans, the Wolseys, the Empsons, the Dudleys, Tressilians, vipers and 
monsten of all sorts." That the judges had violated and overthrown all 
law, and the bishops destroyed the Gospel, was the common talk in the 
dty and the country. Defence was useless. The enormity of the criminala 
was patent to aU. — Vide Mcintosh's Hist., vol. v., chap. vi. 
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there was no safety 'without liigber results. Laws bd 
been violated before; thej had no security for the fatm 
The word of the monarch had been pledged before; the 
had proFcd it of no vahie. To the councillors of Chsriss 
many of the unconstitutional acta which have disgraced U 
reign might be traced. Bewitclied by their influence, 
was no safety whilst they surrounded him. Laod ui 
Strafford were, in point of fact, the rulers of the kingdsB. 
Upon these great criminals the Commons now fixed tbtir 
eyes. With closed doors their conduct was discuased. At tkF 
close of the debate, Pym, followed by a large number of tb 
members, pi-occeded to the Lords, and there, in the nanteflf 
the Commons of England, accused Thomas Earl of StraSM 
of high treaaoD. To the Tower the great apostate was U 
once committed. His crimes were enormous. Elnj^isL 
liberty would bare been immolated on the altar of despotixa 
had his power been equal to his will, No effort on hi* put 
waa wanting to raise the monarch to an equality to can- 
tineiital dewpots, and to base the throne on the ruins of tiw 
constitution.* To detail the progress of this trial — <iat J 
the most subhme and imposing, perhaps, in the nnnaJs ti 
our jurisprudence—is impossible in a work like the 
It is enough to BUy, that the Eari's 
cruelty was terminated on the scaffold, afler his 
promised, bub finally violated his promise, thut he 
not sign the warrant for liis executdon.t The 
breathed more freely when the great apostate expired. 

* "Dnder mch aiupices (Land and Stroffonl), anJ with ai 
'e and manifold iq 
meiuudDg all penona, saiiping aJl righta, hreakinE promiae* d 
Tiolable, a tynjut; of sptea and toigatheren cmrrjing i1 
BtBry baoiehald, nnd poisoning the daily comfort* of tl 
ijig their occnpations. ilmpoiliag Ihnir properif, i 
tndo; yet beoauia this tjranay waa uol 
mauaed, imprimaed. but did not Idll— ' 
paople ahDold nbal I"— Liiter'a life of Ctarendan, ToL L , p^ V. 

t " Charlia liad bonsd hinuelf by the a 
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The tide of popular feeling against Laud had now risen 
to an alarming height. Other weapons than the spiritual 
-were necessary for his protection. In his Diary he says : — 
** Monday, May the 11th, my house at Lambeth was beset 
by fiye hundred of the rascal riotous multitude. I had 
notice, and strengthened my house as well as I could; and, 
Crod be praised, I had no harm. Since, I have got cannon, 
and fortified my house as well as I can, and I hope all will 
be safe; yet libels are continually set up in places of note in 
the city.*** His committal to the Tower followed. It was 
in December he entered the gloomy fortress. London was in 
raptures, and the country echoed back the joy. One of his 
partial biographers says: — "Every street rang with ballads, 
every wall was covered with lampoons, of which the Arch- 
bishop was the subject. Bare pictures were made, in which 
he was represented as confined in a cage, or fastened to a 
post, with a chain round his neck. The taverns and ale- 
houses echoed with the ribald merriment of revellers, who 
were as drunk with malice as with liquor, and who had been 
taught to hate him as a common enemy. But the outcry 
was not confined to the rabble of London. It was taken up 

penance for the injustice, of wliich he supposed himself guilty, iu con- 
aenting to the death of Strafford. Later still, at Oxford, April 13, 1G46, 
he solemnly vowed to give back to the church all the impropriations 
irhich were held by the Crown ; and what lands had been taken from any 
dmrch or religious houses,> and in the future to hold them for the 
chnrch, and to pay rent for them." Jesse gives the documents. Vide 
Memoirs of the Court of England during the Beign of the Stuarts, 
ToL ii., pp. 61, 62. (London, Bentley.) Bushworth gives a full account of 
Strafford's triaL 

* Faiifax's Corres., chap. L, p. 4. "On the 9th of May (1640), placards 
wan posted np inviting the people to plunder the palace of the arch- 
bishos. The attack was, however, repulsed : many who had been made 
prisoneis were rescued by their companions, and only one of the ring< 
leaden was hanged to deter others." — Collier, p. 722, &c. Baumer, 
ToL ii, p. 76, note 29. " The women, the apprentices, and even the very 
porters of London, petitioned against the bishops. Tlie latter, adds T. 
Fuller, felt it as a burden too heavy for their shoulders." — Vide 
Liihorp,p.l32. 

G 
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by the tovmamon of Oxford," &c* Before dismiasiitg lk 
great '■rim''"'! from our pages, we may just add, that *l 
lingering aliout four years in the Tower, insulted justice oi 
took him on the acaffold. We have no tears to spare forll 
memory. Nature had eminently fitted him for his « 
and endowed him with all the attribiitea for an iuqni^^ 
above all the men of his age, Fierce, superstitious, unrelenting I 
void of mercy and compasaion, he alwft}^ appears to gnid^ I 
thfffie whom his r^e and despotic power had reduced M J 
very great distress, even the tenderness and relief of ti 
irienda.t He was the embodiment of some of the very « 
elements of our nature, combined with the hideous p 
to great devotedness to the cause of truth and righteotuMwfl 
Hated by his contemporaries, his death was only a 
atonement for the untold sorrow he had inflicted upon tl 
sands of individuals better and holier than himselfj 
though some modem writers have tried to redeem I 
character, and to excite aympathy for his fate, truth i 
hold him up to fntiire times as one of the moat cruel « 
iufamous of his class. TJie crimei; of a Bonner are mild m 
limited, compared with the reflaeil cruelty of this 1 
minded man.J Other great criminals escaped. Wini 
banke, the Secretaiy of State, and one of lAod'o ( 
friends, and the ready instrument of Charles in i 
with the Catholics, and in his oppression of the ] 
fied to France, il Fioch, the inl^ons Lord- Keeper, wIm 

* Le TrfuiTB Life of Laud. p. 294. 

i' Unrria's Life of CIiitIcm L, p. 231. Smectymns sapptiea 
nccunation agninat this prolate, — Pp, 77, 78. 

i Laud, when nrged to go into Holknd. uiil : — "1 ihonU « 
iiitmU to Uis insolti oC those Sectaries tbera, to whom raj d 
oiUom; and IiaTO every Anahaptiri coma and plook m 
Lo Baa, p. 290. 

II " He t«lls Dvcryboily * * ' that he aever did anything fi] 
the Fapiata, that he had not eitlier the immediate order frt«fl 
hiu not hii hand to ihow for it."— Clarendon, 8. Papen, m" 
The iwiar may ooiuolt Prynua't The PepM Aijnl ^tt«t» 1 l i J 
influence oT tlia Queen i> nianil«(t. L« Miiitcn, a French ptitat, t 
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to gratify the monarch, polluted the very fountain of jus- 
^ tioe, and descended to the most abject means to avert the 
L peimlties to which his notorious crimes exposed him, at last 
> fled to Holland. 

The spirit of the Commons displayed itself in another 
manner. The victims of the hierarchy were relieved from 
their oppreadon, and others from bondage; ministers from 
sequestnition ; and Piynne, Burton, and Bastwick, were 
recalled from their prison-house. The progress of these men 
to their homes was quite an ovation. The people in all 
the towns through which they passed greeted them with 
the wannest demonstrations of joy. London was in raptures. 
An eye-witness says — •" He saw Mr. Prine and Mr. Bourton 
come into Loundoun: they weare meet by 2,000 hoors 
and 150 schochess; and the men wore rosemary that meet 
them."* 

Even the Anabaptists found sympathy. With others, they 
had suffered in common. The most hated of all the sects, 
it indicated the extraordinary growth of liberal opinions, 
that members of this sect, when detected in thieir imlawful 
aiEBomblies, shoidd find mercy. But so it was. 

In January, 1640, "Edmond Chillendon, Nicholas Tyne, 
John "Webb, Bichard Sturgess, Thomas Gunn, John Ellis, 
with at least 60 persons more, were all taken, on Sunday 
last, in the afternoon, in the time of Divine service, by the 
constables and churchwardens of St. Saviour, in the house of 
Bichard Sturgess, where they said they met to teach and 
edify* one another in Christ. They being brought before Sir 
John Lenthal, he demanded why they did not go and resort 
to their parish church, according to the law of the 35tli 
Elizabeth) 



speaks of her: ''In England the heart of persecution hath ceased, 
thzough the dignity of a magnanimous king and most invincible prince, 
l>y the Boorbonian star, which hangs over these countries in a most dear 
wife; by which stars the tempest of persecution will, peradventure, in 
time be appeased."— Rushworth, vol. ii., pp. 15, 25, 26, 28, 20, 24. 
* Lady Barley's Letters, p. 104. Camden Society. 
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"Tliey answered: 1. TLat the kw of tlie 35tli of Qbm 
Elizabeth was not a true larw, for that it was made bj- tlx 
bishops, and tliey would not obey it. 2. That they woidl 
not go nnto their paiish churches, for that those churda 
■were not time churches; that there was no true churtdi hs 
where the faithful met. 3. That the king could not tnalwi 
perfect law, for that he was not a perfect man. 4. That l!>n 
ought not to obey him, but in civil things. 5. That » 
them threatened the churchwardei^ and constables, that th^ 
had not yet answered for this work. 

" This IB subscribed by the knight and the chiirchwaniaa. 

"Sir John was ordered to take care of them, and bciig 
them to the House, with all that could ndtness i 
them, 

"Accoi'ding to order, the Anabaptists were brought totta 
House, and being severally called in, all of these &itlifiil !•' 
our church did, like Howard and Pool, deny the i 
material things which they were charged with; whereupiM 
Sir John Lenthal and the other witnesses were swum, ■ 
did justify what they had subscribed on oath- TJpaa n 
the Houae did order, ' T/utl lltese Sectaries tftotdd reeavtfie 
this lime an admonition frofn, this House, mid be et^oifrnk 
herettfler to repair to their several parish churchea to A 
Divine serviae, and give dbedienee tftereto, aecording to tJttAtI 
o/ Parliament of this Realm : To thai purpose, tin order m 
read to them of tiiis House, 16tA Jan.' And they -mt 
told, ' Thai if hereafter Uiey slumld not observe (A«m W 
wands, they sltould be severely pttnis!i/td, according to tm 
luul so they were dismissetl."'* 

In the Journals of the Lords, we find that the HoaK' 



* Naliou'* Collection, vol, L, pp. 727, 728. The uow fwt b 
iintii:«<l bjFulltr: "Tbit da;, JiLnnary IS, 1010, happened the 
o( Annhsptialio&l insoleDce, when 80 of tb*t >ect, meeting at a bn 
St. aariDUT'i, Sonlhnrk, preuhod that the rtatBte in the SSth of 
Ixth, Far Iha ailroinittratiini of the Cominoa Prayer, wu do gom 
Wnuie mHle by biihopa. That the king cannot nuke a gao4 bai 
boositM nut perrMtlf rogeneralfl. That he fraa only to be obsyod ia «M 



J 
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on the first appearance of the prisoners, thought fit and 
ordered that this following should be read publicly in 
all the parish churches of London and Westminster, the 
borough of Southwark, and the liberties and subjects 
of them : — " That the Divine service be performed as 
it is appointed by the Acts of Parliament of this Kealm; 
and that all such as shall disturbe that wholesome order, 
shall be severely punished, according to law; and that the 
parsons, vicars, curates, in the several parishes, shall forbear 
to introduce any rites or ceremonies that may give offence, 
otherwise than those which are established by the laws of 
the land." Crosby says that these men belonged to an Inde- 
pendent church. More probably, it was a mixed one. Bap- 
tist pastors had presided over it. Samuel How was one; 
and Mr. Stovel has shown, we think satisfactorily, that John 
Ganne was of the number.* The following, from the same 
source, will give our readers a glimpse of the annoyances to 
which our brethren at this period were frequently exposed. 
" The day following, a petition was read in the House, from 
divers persons in the New Prison. It states, 'That they 
were on a Sunday assembled together in a peaceable 
manner in prayer, and were violently assailed by divers 
deboists and rude persons, who, by the command of Justice 
Gibbs, in Whitechapple, furiously beat and broke in pieces 
the door upon them, contrary to the laws and statutes of this 
land, not showing them any warrant for so doing, though 
the petitioners demanded it of them; and with swords, hal- 
berts, and clubs, violently entered the house, encouraging 
thereby many scores of persons to beat down the windows 
with stones, to the wounding of a young child, to the effusion 
of much blood, ifec. Also one Reynolds threatened one of 
the prisoners to cut his throat, <kc. Further, the prisoners 



matters. Being brought before the Lords they confessed the articles, 
but no penalty was inflicted on them." — ^Fuller's C. Hist., p. 172. 

* Crosby, voL L Ivimey, voL L Stovel's Introduction to Canne's Neces- 
sity of Separation. 
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set fortb, Tbat hereupon they are imprisoned, mdicW, n 
proceeded against, contrary to law or justice, as tLey ct 
ceiTe; for redress wLereofi they desire that the equity 4 
their cause may be examined, and receive a speedy deliis- 
ance, and repaii-s from their wrongful and vexatiiw 
troubles,' itc. Hereupon it was ordered, ' That the i 
Mr. Justice Gibbs, and the prisonei's mentioned in ! 
petition, ahaJl appear her* to-morrow morning at eighth 
the clock, and the prisoners to be released on bail tu atti 
their cause; for which purpose they are to attend the I 
Committee this afternoon, and the Xiorda will consider vli 
bail is fit to be taken therein.' " 

According to an order of the 19th of tlxis month, ; 
Justice Gibba and the prisoners of the New PrisMi i 
attend the House; and the petition being read, Mr. UfU 
gave this anawei- to it: — "That there being a great v^ 
in the street, and a groat concourse of people gathered, «ri 
set ui)on the wnstaWes and officers with clut», kiures, U 
other weajxins, to the wounding and hurting of aome peopk 
tlie constables and chwohwardena coming unto liim (1 
the next Justice of the Peace), and acquainted him t 
with, he came in person, as he conceived liimself bound • 
do; and upon view of the multitude of people, he i 
them to depart ; and for the preservRtion of the ho 
wherein they (the petitioners) were, he caused his own n 
(the conatabletj and clinrchwarden.s) to go into the 1 
and after the ooncoursc of people were dispersed, upon s 
in the said house, he found divers i«rsons gathered tt 
and lie beiug informed they were Sectaries, did < 
them when they did receive the commnnion i 
cliurch. They said they had not a long time, neithor « 
they. After thin, for the present, lie committed tkoni I 
prison; and sesaions immediately following, he acqaalalii 
the juaticea what he lutd done, which the justices approriql 
of, gave orders for tlioir indictments according to Iwr' 
Here«|ion the Honse ordered, "That the prisonenbe kfti 
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the ordinaiy proceedings of the justices, according to the 
course of law/' What that was, we have not been able, as 
yet, to ascertain. 

But other subjects claimed the attention of the Senate. 
The conduct of the bishops had excited gi*eater indignation 
than even the tyranny and deceitfulness of the monarch. 
The conviction was growing in the public mind, that their 
ezistenoe was inimica] to constitutional liberty. The anger 
of the nation had been restrained — at least there was no 
medium through which it could manifest itself Deep and 
frequent were the murmurs of the people. The Commons felt 
that the pride of the bishops must be humbled, and their 
power lessened. The measure of their crime was now pretty 
nigh fulL In Convocation, at this crisis, they had passed 
canons of the most outrageous kind. One affirmed, ** That 
for subjects to bear arms against their king, offensive or 
defensive, upon any pretence whatever, is at least to resist 
the powers which are ordaiAed of God; and though they do 
not invade but only resist, St. Paul tells them plainly, 
* They shaU receive to themselves damnation.'' ^^ Another 
bound all officials ia the church, with all who practised 
either law or physic, by a solemn oath, not to seek any 
alteration in the constitution of the church as it then 
existed; and another was against all Sectaries, Anabaptists^ 
Brownists, <fea, and depravers of the Liturgy; and against 
their books, the printers and publishers of them."* " The 
bishops," says Meade, "were fallen into much neglect and 
scorn in the city, as those who had disclaimed their Christen- 
dom. I am sorry to hear that they are so habituated to 
flattery, that they seem not to know of any other duty that 
belongs unto, or beseems them. But all are not guilty, 



* Ck>llier, voL ii., p. 793. Fuller's Memorials, p. 73. Once a quarter 
the cleigy were ordered to teach this doctrine. " Five hundred of the 
mob," says Collier, "had lately made a midnight march to Lambeth, 
and had attacked the archbishop's jwdace for two hours." — YoL x., 
p. 89. 
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though the people lay the imputation generaL"" PeticM 
from all parts wei-e poured into the House, asking for tb« 
removal. Thousands of names were attached to tW 
memorials. One from the city of London, backed by 15,00) 
signatures, demanded the entire abolition of Episcopal^; 
Kearly at the same moment, 700 ecclesiastics limited the*- 
selves to requiring the reform of tho temporal powers of libr 
bishops, of their despotism in the church, of the adminisav 
tion of its revenues; and soon after, there an-ived iroa 
various counties nineteen petitions, signed, it is said, bf 
more than 100,000 persons, recommending the mainteoBHK 
of the Episcopal government," &c.i Sir K Deering, wka 
moved in this matter, in pi-esenting a petition firom Keti, 
said, "The same grievances under which the city groan 
provincial unto us, and I much fear they are oat 
amongst us all. The pride, the avarice, the ambition, 
oppression, by the over ill-ruling clergy, is epidemical; it 
hath affected us all." AhoTit 2,000 signed this petition.; 
In both Houses the matter was debated. Many were ii 
favour of a moderate Episcopacy. They would keep tiie 
name, but weaken if not destroy the power, UltimaCelj 
bUl was passed relieving the prelates of their onerous dntii 
aa spiritual peei-s. The nation hailed it with rapture. "TbiB 
honest-hearted citizens of London that same night (m they 
had a great and good cause) manifested their heart's | 
joy and thauk&lness by making bonfires and ringing of bdb 
all over the city," itc.|| 

Success is always animating. With Iresh vigoar, tbt 
Commons entered upon otlier labours. Cormption 
impressed its hideous image on everything. The hangeis-w 



* Ucade to StutiviUe. The Court nnd Timea ot Ch. I., vuL L. p. VOf. 

+ Guiwrt, b. 10, p. 95. LiBgnrdMjs 18,000, voL i., p. 114. 

i Praoecdings io Kent, {i. 2U Camdcti Society. 

II Vicu') JdUovah Jireli, p. 150. " I niaoli njoice that then ia bof 
(if pasiin^ the liill n^uinBt the huhopii ths Lord Hy Amea to it: «*d 
nut dcierro to lee «uch u meKy." — Lady Harlej't Letter*, p. 141. 
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at court were fattening on the miseries of the people. In 
the Church as well as in the State, pride, avarice, and every 
fontf of selfishness prevailed. The evils which years of mis- 
rule had accumulated, could not be uprooted in a day. 
Patiently were the causes investigated, and the sores of the 
body politic probed to the very core. Calmly and dispassion- 
ately the patriots prosecuted their task. The strength of Her- 
cules was needed to cleanse the Augean stables. Committee 
after committee sat, and the result of theii* labours was 
embodied in a "Remonstrance," which they presented to 
Charles. It is a noble monument of profound thought, a 
carefbl and accurate examination of the cause of those 
oppressions under which the commonwealth groaned, and a 
lofty vindication of the rights of the nation. In words 
which admit of no mistake, they pourtray the past. Under 
the keen and searching eyes of the reformers, all the acts of 
the monarch during his reign are made to pass. There was 
no shrinking from the task.* The aim of these men was clear 
and definite, and their ability was equal to the crisis. By a 
small majority of 159 to 148 this "Remonstrance" was car- 
ried, Nov. 22, 1641. Accompanied by a petition breathing 
the warmest professions of loyalty, it was laid at the foot of 
the throne. The king coidd do no wrong. It was against his 
wicked advisers the indignation of his faithful Commons was 
directed. Charles tried to avert this course. Threats, pro- 
mises, and every influence which a corrupt court could em- 
ploy, were used, but without eflfect.t Onward rolled the tide 

* Fonter^B Grand Bemonstrance. " Whoever wants to see the cause 
whieh produced, the evils which led to, and the motives which animated, 
the lofty and stem indignation which marked the men of the Revolution, 
let him read the Grand Bemonstrance and the debates upon it." War- 
burton, somewhere, calls the men of this Parliament a band of the 
greatest geniuses for government that the world has ever seen leagued 
together in one common cause. 

+ "Therefore his Majesty forbids all his subjects the keeping of the 
same Bemonstrance, charging them immediately upon sight of it to bum 
it ; otherwise if it be found with any, that they expect his displeasure 
according to the quality of this fact/' &c. — Bowe, p. 4. 
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of popular freedom, threatening to sweep away in its ooane 
the last fragments of political and spiritual oppression. 

Betraying his irritation and weakness at the same ismt, 
Charles made an attempt to coerce, if not to cmah, ^ 
representatives of the people. It was the crLds of <k 
nation's liberties. Prompted by his wife, accompanied lif 
an armed force he entered the Commons House, by his owb 
hand to airest five of the members.* Excited, Hut calm, the 
assembly rose and received the infatuated prince with pn>> 
found silence. Only the sound of his own footsteps wn 
heard as he advanced towards the Speaker's chair. Aakiiy 
if the accused were in the House, the Speaker, bending liii 
knees before him, said, '^I have neither eyes to see, nor 
tongue to speak, in this place, but as the House is pleased to 
direct me, whose servant I am.'' "I see aU the InrdB era 
Jiown" said Charles, as, baffled and mortified, he, amidst iki 
cry of ^^ Privilege! privilege!" retired from the presence of 
the insulted representatives of the nation. The shook wai 
not limited to the walls of St. Stephen's. The dtj ftlt it 
The population was moved to its lowest depths.f The 
impeached members, who had been warned, and had 
on going to the House the next morning were acoom 
by the sheriffs and an immense number of armed men. 
Every boat on the Thames was frill, the banks of the 
river were crowded, whilst the streets leading to Weet- 
minster were filled with citizens. Everywhere vows of 
adhesion to the Commons were uttered, and the tide of 
loyalty, which had begun to flow, was rolled back with 
accumulated force. The mistake of the court was irreparaUe. 
Even Clarendon admits this. Referring to the opponents of 
the court, he says: ''All that they had formerly said of 
plots and conspiracies against the Parliament^ which had 
before been laughed at, was now thought true and real; and 



* Tliese were Psrm, Hollis, Hampden, Haslerig, and Strode. 

t Vide Duracli*B Charlei L, voL iv., p. 145. LUIj'b Life, kc, p. 2M. 



THE CIVIL WAK. 107 

all their fears and jealousies looked npon as the effects of their 
great wisdom and forethought. All that had been whispered 
of Ireland was now talked aloud and printed, as all other 
seditions pamphlets and libels were. The shops of the city 
generally were shut up, as if an enemy were at their gates to 
enter and to plunder them; and the people in all places at a 
gaze, as if they looked only for directions, and were then 
disposed for any undertaking. On the other side, they who 
had, with the greatest courage and alacrity, opposed all their 
seditions pra<;tices, between grief and anger were confounded 
with the consideration of what had been done, and what was 
like to follow.''* 

Reconciliation was now impossible. Charles and his court 
hated with intense hatred the popular leaders, whilst they 
had lost all confidence in the king. Their own safety, that 
of the nation, and their hard- won victories, prompted the 
Commons to demand other securities. The monarch had 
learnt no wisdom by defeats. Hj^ thirst for arbitrary power 
was quenchless, and an appeal to arms was inevitable. On 
both sides preparations were made for this terrible calamity; 
and ultimately the monarch, amidst signs which excited a 
rather depressing influence, unfurled the Eoyal Standard at 
Nottingham.t 

Whilst these conflicts were raging, the Baptists were not idle. 
From many incidental allusions, we And that their churches 
moltiplied and their numbers increased. To notice the forma- 
tion of every individual church, or to give prominence to indi- 
vidual actions, will be impossible. Our range must be confined 
to a narrower circle. Yet a notice of one or two here may 
not be out of place. John Canne, the author of the marginal 
references to the Bible, is supposed to have been pastor of the 
church in Deadman's Place, before he was compelled to flee 

* History, vol. ii., p. 159. "Warwick's Mem., p. 225. Vide Forster's 
misterly work on "The Arrest of the Five Members," In this admi- 
rable volume the subject is exhausted. 

+ Clarendon, vol. iii., p. 172. Rushworth, Mrs. Hutchinson, &c 



108 EARLY Escajsa, baptisis. 

to HoUand, wliere be was pastor of the **Ancieni EngUA 
Ckurdt at AnuterdanL"* WhOst there, he pabliahed aefcnl 
of his woiks. F<v some of th^a he was called before o» 
of the dt J tribunals, and hearil j fined. This docament )m 
never before been published. It is as follows : — ''The Livi 

Commissaiy against John Cannes English 

minister. Appeared. Answered as follows : — ^Hehadsioee 
four years to give no reply; that consequently fit>m tlut 
time he had let a work be printed and edited (publishedi, 
entitled, A Keeessity of SqxMratian from the Church €f£nf 
land, &C. That, he said, appeared some time aga He hid 
reprinted a work entitled, 'A Brief delation of Certm 
Special and most Natural Passages, as it Bespects the State 
Chamber at the . . . .' And that he also printed the 
'Covenant Named,' . . . 'Van Scotland,' and even t 
part of the book named, 'A Dispute against the Engiisli 
Popish Ceremonies Obtruded upon the Church of Scotknd.* 
And that all these works {md pamphlets being condenmed 
infamous and scandalous, and against all dignity or intent of 
his Eoyal Majesty of Great Britain, and even in oppositioii 
to the prescription of the Right Honourable Lords of the 
General Estates of the Netherlands, dated 16th of Jannaiy, 
1G21. Of all this, it is concluded that the said works are 
punishable, as likely to promote disorder against the Majeatf 
of Great Britain and his allies; and so the Commissaiy con- 
clude that the appearon (printer) of said seditious and scan- 
dalous books is condemned to the confiscation of all the 
))rinted editions (which shall be burnt), and to pay the sum 
of X300 of 40 groots to the pound; and also to an • . . 



Vide Stovel's Introduction to Canne*s Necessity of Separatioii. 
Knollys Society. "And the Anabaptists, whereof, it is said, are abovt 
thirty several sects, have their churches; the Brownists, divided, aad 
differing amongst themselves, Mr. Canne being the pastor of one com- 
pany, and Mr. Greenwood, an old man, a tradesman, who sells siockiags 
in the Exchange. I saw him there; he is the leader of another com* 
pany."— Brereton'a Travels, p. 65. 
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conviction."* This docmnent beaa^ date 1638. The cause 
of Canne's return to his native laud may be found here. His 
freedom of action, even in business, was aifected, and a heavy 
fine imposed for the liberty of printing. He laboured with 
soccess in the city. Availing himself of the measure of 
liberty which now prevailed, he visited other portions of the 
kingdom. In 1641, we find him in Bristol, sometimes 
preaching in the " public places," and at others in the open 
air; and founding a church there. t We know not when he 
became. a Baptist, but know he was ^^a baptized man." 
Thitnigh the stirring period which followed, he was active 
and laborious. His name will be before us again. :J: 

The efforts and success of our brethren awakened atten- 
tion in other circles, and called forth many an outburst of 
holy indignation. Pamphlets surcharged with every element 
of fury came bounding from the press. Caricatures, not 

* There is another State Paper, of a later date, and though not bearing 
on the case of Ganne, it may not be uninteresting to the reader. It refers 
to the state of the English and other churches in the Netherlands. *' In 
oonseqiience of the State CouncU of the Netherlands being informed of 
manj disorders arising in this country amongst Scottish and English 
preaohers : the said disorders consisting bothe in Divine worship and the 
citations made by them, and all this being to provoke disorders and 
trouble amongst the people, and prejudicial to the Government ; the said 
State Council ordered that the instructions given in the year 1621 of the 
27th of December, be punctually observed by the said ministers ; conse- 
quently, that the classic order followed by the Walloon churches must 
be kept in good attention, and followed by the English and Scottish 
preaehers; and that great attention must be paid to the quality, 
capacity, education, instruction, sentiment, knowledge, and perfect 
understanding of those who are accepted as preachers. And should it 
occur that some one should create opposition to the aforesaid orders, the 
said preachers are to give immediate notice of it to the State Council, to 
act in that case as may be necessary." This is dated the 20th of February, 
1633. Signed by order of the State Council.— M. Huggins. Both these 
MSS. are in Dutch. We are indebted to a friend for the translation. 
Originally they belonged to Mr. Brandt, the author of the Reformation, 
They are now in the possession of the author. 

■f Broadmead Records, voL L Hans. Knollys Society. 

t It is certain that he was in Amsterdam in 1644. — Vide Early English 
Baptists, YoL i., p. 4. 
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&ictB; Hlcader, not truth, marked them. Whatever bm 
th^ did theai, they have some Talne now. From their |i^ 
we aa freqaenUy g&lher ioibrmatioii which ecaroelj of 
other sooiv* irould sii[q>lj-. '^ Nem Preachers f NewPpi* 
nsabrid'taQch m memoiy of the fieiy zeal of Mr, Bareboo^ 
"a rarerend unlearned leather-seller.TChowith Mr. Green, di 
felt-maker, were both taken preaching, or prating, in a OB- 
venticle of 100 peisms, on Soadaj, the 19th of Deconte 
last, 1641." The following extract will sho'w the spiiitej 
thb godly teacher, and at the eame time the annoyancea u 
■which our brethren were exposed: — "I have made bold to 
relate briefly your last Sunday afternoon's work. Jest tn tJM 
your meritorious painstaking should be forgotten (for tbi 
which you and your associate, Mr. Green, do well desomta 
liave your heads in the custody of young Gregory, to mtb 
buttons for hemp holes) ; you two having the spirit so fnS, 
that yoa muat either vent or burst, did, on the SkbtwA 
aforesfud, at your house near Fetter Lane End, IHeet StrMi 
at the sign of the 'Lock and Key,' there and then did jna 
imd your consort (by turns) unlock most delicate, stnngt 
doctrine, where were about thousands of people, of wUck 
number the most ignorant applauded your preaching ud 
those who knew anything derided your ignorant pntinf 
But ailer four hours' long and tedious tattling, tba hooM 
where you were was belenguered with multitudes, tlui 
thought fit to I'ouBO you out of your blind devotions, bo tku 
yoiirwalls were battered, your windows all fractions, tcrafaiM 
rattling sliires; and worse the hurly-burly might bavo btot 
but that sundry constables came in with strong gtuhb of 
men, to keep the peace, in which couliict your sign WW 
broken down and unhanged, to make room for the owov to 
supply the place; all which shows had never been, had Mr. 
Green and Mr. Bareboues been content (as they ithould ban 
done) Ut have gone to their own parish churches," Ac Fhwi 
Cruaby we learn that the church over which Caone presided !■ 
Deodman'tt Place, divided in the B)iirit of fraterutd 



?aane presided !■ J 

itterutd afieeliMb 1 
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and that a part went with this celebrated man, who subse- 
quently gave his name to one of Oliver's Parliaments, and the 
other united under the pastoral care of Mr. Jefirey.* It is more 
than probable that this church was one of mixed membership. 
Another of these fiery spirits now enters " The Brownists' 
synagogue/' and makes a "discovery of their conventicles, 
assemblies, and places of meeting;" where they preach, and 
the manner of their praying and preaching, with a relation 
of the name, place, and doctrine of those which do commonly 
preacL The chief of which are these: — "Green, the felt- 
maker; Maeler, the button-maker; Spence, the coachman; 
Kogers^ the glover; which sect is much increased of late in 
the city." We quote an extract, as it is honourable to the 
men on whom this surpliced libeller pours the vials of his 
sooom: — ''In the house where they meet, there is one 
appointed to keep the door, for the intent to give notice, if 
there should be any insurrection, warning should be given 
them. They do not flock together, but come two or three 
in a company; and all being gathered together, the man 
appointed to teach stands in the midst of the room, and his 
aadience gather around him. The man prayeth about the 
space of half an hour; and part of his prayer is, that those 
who come there to scoff and laugh, God would be pleased 
to turn their hearts : by which means they think to escape 
undiscovered. His sermon is about the space of an hour, 
and then doth another stand up to make the text more 
plain; and at the latter end he entreats them all to go home 
severally, lest the next meeting they should be interrupted 
by those which are of the opinion of the wicked. They 
seem very stead&st in their opinions, and say, that rather 
than turn they will bum."t Noble men ! Truth was pre- 

* CroBby, vol. iii., p. 42. 

i" Ivimey, vol. i., p. 162. Bishop Hall probably alludes to these when 
he says: — *'AlasI my Lords, I beseech you to consider what it is that 
there should be in London, and the suburbs and liberties, no fewer than 
fonraoore congregations of several sectaries, as I have been too credibly 
informed, instructed by guides fit for them (cobblers, taylors, felt-makers. 
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cious to them, and life waa a trifle in coniparisoa wilii 
unutterable worth ! 

The age iros one of exaitement and conflict. Mind m 
liberated from its bondage, and inquiry was pushed 
every circle. To its very depths the natioa was agitaul 
The past had lost its power. The com[>ulsc>ry and senadn 
cei-emonies of a polluted form of religion were losing tUr 
influence, and appeals were made, to a great extent, t« di 
Divine Word, By some this was recognised as tJie oofy 
Btandard to which ooascience should bow. All this «■ 
favourable to our brethren. Fearlessly they could appesi it 
it, beyond any religionist of the day. Only for tlie tnl^, 
for Christ's supremacy in his church, for man's individnt 
responsibility to God alone, and for the parity nt 
epirituality of hia church, did they plead. Their distioctii* 
principles involved all this, and they shrank not from that 
avowal. Tlie power of the press was now eraployed. Tw» 
works were issued about thia period. One by Mr. Barber, thi 
minister of a congregation in Biahopsgate Street, eathM 
"A Treatiae on Baptism, or Dipping," ic; the other, "tht 
Vanity of Childish Baptisnt; wherein is proved that BaptH 
is Dipping, and Dipping Baptism, By A. R." A repljw 
speedily given to the former, such as power often givM tv 
the weak, and error to truth, by incarcerating the anthorfil 
eleven months in gaol. With these weapons of defence^ tW' 
ruling power in Church and Stat<3 had long been &miliar> 

Early in 1641, Wales attracts attention in connexion n 
Baptist principles. Its moral state ia thus descril»d byTtW 
aeur Powell: — "That the professors of religion were veijli 
in Wales, except in the comers of two or three eountieB; H 
that about that time a petition was sent to tlie king ■ 
Parliament; that upon diligent search there w ^^^ 

l>e found as many conscientious, diligent preacher 

and inoh like truh), tMcIi all are tanslit t.> ipit ia tha fl 
iDothn-, the Cliorch of Englmid, Mid to delj uid revile hor O 
~.Biib»p HaU in th« Hiniw of Laid*. FwL Hiit.. vol IL, j 
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: were counties in Wales; and that the few who were there 

were either silenced or much persecuted." 

I This eminent man, in connexion with Mr. Cradock and 

s others, was successful in preaching the Gospel. Originally a 

;: member of the Established Church, and educated at Oxford, 

': his conversion to the truth was singularly interesting. Much 

: of the deep and intense soul struggle which marked the early 

religious life of Bunyan, will be foimd in Powell. To the 

evangdiaing of the Principality he devoted his whole 

energies. Persecution everywhere awaited him. Bishops 

threatened and magistrates punished; but in vain. If 

opposed in one town, he would go to another. Our pages 

might be em*iched with much from his Life and Works, 

if our space would allow. With his companions in 

labour and tribulation, he succeeded in forming churches. 

No doubt they were of mixed membership. They were 

the first to separate from the corrupt national church, 

with the exception to which we have before referred, and 

laid the foundation of Nonconformity, the power of which is 

now 80 great in the Principality. On another stage we shall 

again see him. 

Southwark witnessed another scene. Dr. Feately, a church- 
man of some note, now happily deprived of other means, 
condescended to use his tongue against the Baptists. With 
four of these heretics he expressed his willingness to dispute. 
The challenge was accepted. Sir J. Lenthal, and various 
other persons of note, attended the discussion. History has 
left no record of the names of the champions. A brewer^s 
derk is one; probably Mr. Kiffin. The Doctor published his 
report of the discussions some time after, and, of course, 
claimed the victory. In "The Dipper Dipt," <fec., the 
reader may find his version of the wordy discussions. A 
amgle extract may interest our readers.* "Since the 

* H. Denne wrote ** Antichrist Unmasked,'* in two treatises. The first . 
in answer to two Psedobaptists, Dr. Feately and S. Marshall, B.D., '*The 
Aigament for Childish Baptism Opened, and Answered;" "The Man of 

H 
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unliappy distractioii whicli our sins Have brought upon tb^ 
the temporal sword being otherwise employed, and die 
spiritual being locked up in the scabbard, this sect amoi^ 
others hath so &r presimied upon the patience of the SUo^ 
that it hath held weekly conventicles, rebaptized hundndi 
of men and women in the twilight, in rivers and some am 
of the Thames, and elsewhere, dipping them over head ani 
ears. It hath printed divers pamphlets in defence of that 
heresy; yea, and challenged some of our preachers to dii- 
putation." " This venomous serpent (vers solifuga), flyinc 
irom and shunniDg the light of God's Woi'd, is the Aiiabip> 
tist, who in these latter times first showed his fthining hetA 
and speckled skin, and thrust out his sting near the plaoa d 
my residence, for more than twenty years." 

The statements of the Doctor as to their increase^ an 
abundantly sustained by other witnesses. Charles, whilst 
admitting their influence, thus slanders them: — **How mnj 
(^f the gravest and most substantial citizens of London, hf 
whom the government and discipline of that city was pie- 
served, are disgraced, ix)bbed, and imprisoned, without any 
process of law or colour of accusation, but of obedience to tbt 
law and government of the kingdom; whilst Anabaptists 
and Brownists, with the assistance of vicious and debaadwd 
persons of desperate fortune, take upon them to break tq» 
and rifle houses, as public and avowed ministers of a nev- 
invented authority. "t "These are the men who, joimBg 
with the Anabaptists and Brownists of London, first changed 
the government and discipline of that city; and now, by the 
pride and power of that city, would undo the kingdom; 
whilst their Lord Mayor (a person accused and known to be 



Sin Discovered in Doctrine : the Boot and Foundation of Antichxiit I^ 
Open. By H. Denne. Printed for the edification of the Chun:h nd 
information of the world. 1645.** His *' Address to the Reader^ is dated 
^ from Prison in Lord Petre's House, February 23, 1644. 

t Charles's Answer to an Ordinance of Parliament Pailiomentary 
History, toL iii., p. 31. 
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guilty of high treason), by a new legislative process of his 
own, suppresses and reviles the ^Book of Common Prayer/ 
robs and imprisons whom he thinks fit, and, with the rabble 
of his Action, gives law to both Houses of Parliament."* 
Referring to the Baptists' hostility to the Book of Common 
Prayer, Charles says : — " So he desires that a good bill may 
be framed for the better preserving the Book of Common 
Prayer firom the scorn and violence of Brownists, Anabap- 
tists, and other sectaries, with such clauses for the ease of 
tender oonsdences as lus Majesty hath formerly afforded." f 
Pym, in a speech to the citizens of London, denies this. 
** To this I am commanded to say, that hereof there is no 
proof; it doth not appear that they give any such counte- 
nance to sectaries of any kind whatsoever; and if it did, 
his Majesty hath little reason to object it, while, notwith- 
standing the profession he hath after made, that he will 
maintain the Protestant reformed religion, he doth, in the 
meantime, raise an army of Papists," <kc. &c Pym gives a 
positive denial to all the charges made by the king. J 

A little later on, Charles, in a proclamation forbidding 
obedience to the Parliament, thus refers to them : — " Some 
seditious persons assume to themselves (with the assistance 
of those rebellious armies, and of divci-s mutinous and 
desperate Brownists, Anabaptists, and other ill-affected 
persons in our city of London, by whose means they awe 
such members of both Houses who yet continue amongst 
them) a power to do things absolutely contrary to the laws 
of the land," <fec. " That the Common Council of London, 



* Farliamentary History, vol. iiL, p. 33. 

1* "Beplj to propositions submitted to him, Feb., 1G12. Farliamentary 
Histozy, YoL ilL, p. 73. 

X IHdf ToL iii., p. 59. In reply to a Petition from the Aldermen 
and CommonB of London, Charles asks, "if the discountenancing and 
imprisoning godly, learned, and painful preachers, and the cherishing and 
oounteDancing of Brownists, Anabaptists, and all manner of sectaries, bo 
ihe way to defend and maintain the true Hoformed Religion?" — ^Parlia- 
mentuy Hiitory, voL iii., p. 54. 
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many of them being faddoosly chosen, out of 
Anabaptists, and such who oppose the r^alar wholeaow 
government of the city," <fec.* 

Let US add another extract from one who appears to ban 
hated them with intense hatred. ''They haTe hoeOf** tan 
Edwards, "and are, polupragmatical, indefatigably acti^ 
striving, not less night and day, in city, coantj-y in aU plaoa 
having their agents to do their work and promote their caott: 
their eyes are intent on everything that may make for thai 
or against them, and they have a hand in everything; tkf 
are men of a hundred eyes and hands, out-acting and on- 
working all the Presbyterians; they deal with this nua 19 
take them off, and work with another man to qualify him; 
they have got most of the weekly writers of news to plflid 
their cause, commend their persons, cry up their actioni; 
they have sent their emissaries into several counties to 
preach, carry letters, deal with persons for choosing har- 
gesses in Parliament for their way, as Mr. Peters and othen; 
they observe all men's tempers, himiours, and aoconliDgij 
deal with them all, — some with offices and places, some br 
holding out principles suited to their lusta^t 

The imfurling of the Eoyal Standard was the signal ibr 
actual conflict. Lord Macaulay has given a graphic yiev c£ 
the elements of which both parties were composed. One 
equaUy graphic, and more minute, lias been given by one idw 
lived in these exciting times. '^ In this contest between kins 
and Parliament, the generality of the nobility were on the 
king's side. After £dgehill fight, when the king was at Oxfocdi 
a great part of the Lords, and many of the Commons, went 
over to him. A great part of the knights and gentlemoi of 
England adhered to him, except in Middlesex, Enei, 
Suffolk, Norfolk, and Cambridgeshire, where the king never 
came with his army. Most of their tenants followed them, 



* ProcUmation of diaries, June 26, 1643. Parliamenteiy lOflofT, 
Tol. iii.. pp. 134, ia\ 
t Edwartk*! Oangraana, pp. 69, 70. 
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: : and most of the poorer sort of people throughout the nation. 

jT. On the Parliament's side were the smaller part of the gentry 

in most counties, and the gi*eatest part of the tradesmen and 

-e freeholders, and the middle sort of men, especially in those 

"i corporations and counties which depend on clothing and 

3V sach manufactures. To them also adhered the far greater 

z, part of those through the nation who were friends to a 

± religious strictness, and enemies to formality and profane- 

j; nessy superstition and immorality.* It was not indeed pro- 

: perly Bdkim Epiacopcde (the Bishop's War), though by 

many so styled, t For thousands that wished for good 

bishope were on the Parliament's side; but the generality of 

those who were called Puritans and Precisians, and were for 

serious godliness, both ministers and people, adhered to the 

Parliament. On the other side, they who were for loose- 

ness, swearing, gaming, and drinking — ^the ministers and 

people who were against the strict observation of the Lord's 

* Lord Mananlay thus refers to the same classes: — ^*In the great 
struggle into which the nation was now plunging, men arrayed them- 
selves — some from principle, and others from interest. Around the 
moiiarr>h, partly from sympathies with his despotic tendencies, and 
pazUy froiti a chivalrous spirit of loyalty, most of the noble and wealthy 
gathered. The bishops and the clergy, and all dependent in any way on, 
OQT expectant from, the church and its patrons, adhered to him. Into his 
pontion he had been forced in the main by the hierarchy. Following in 
the wake of them we must class a larger class of persons, whose living 
depended on their ability and willingness to gratify the pride and luxury, 
or to minister to the vices and vitiated tastes, of this class. To these 
miiBt be added the whole of the Bomanist portion of the community. 
Bat though less imposing, yet the champions of liberty had more of the 
elements of the real power of the nation. The sturdy yeomen of the 
kingdom, the merchants and tradesmen — ^the whole of the Puritan, or 
periiape we should say Konconforming, body of the realm, headed by 
some few leading noblemen. These were men. Men trained to think, 
and to act with vigour, when action was required. Men to whom liberty 
was proportionably sweet, from the grinding oppressions they had 
suffered," &c. — Fide Macaulay's Eng., vol. 1, pp.102, 103. 

+ " €k>od Lord, what fiery clashings we have had lately for a cap and 
a surplice ! What oceans of human blood was spilt for ceremonies only, 
and outward formalities, for the base position of a table!'' — Howell's 
Letters, p. 486. "When they saw the . honourable the high Court of 
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day, and fond of dancing and recreations at those wcRd 
seasons, that placed all their religion in going to chnrchi&i 
hearing Oonunon Prayer, that were against serions preaduBS. 
and for ronning down all those who w^ere stricter the 
themselves — these adhered all along to the king; which ov 
cocsideration was the thing that determined many soher and 
honest persons which side to take."* 

As the conflicts progress, the difference between the daase 
becomes more apparent. Fiction invested, for a time^ the 
cavaliers with all that was chivalrous and noble ; bat histor 
has removed the mask, and exhibited them in their trw 
colours. That many gathered around the misguided Bon- 
reign from the purest motives, and whose principles and con- 
duct would have shed lustre on any cause, it would be wone 
than ignorance to doubt. But truth has its obligations. iVoQ 
these the pen of history must not shrink. XiOrd Goring 
one of Charleses dashing generals, was " the most in£unoii5 
l>ei'son that ever disgraced, whilst permitted to retain, the 

Parliament b^In to look into their enormities and abuses, beholding hov 
they united religion like a waxen nose, to the furtherance of thor 
ambitious pmposes, then Troy \nis taken in ; then they began to despair of 
holding any longer their usurped authority ; and, therefore, as modi as it 
them lay, both by public declarations and private councils, they laboured 
to foment the ciril difference between his Majesty and his BailiaiBeat. 
abetting the proceedings of the malignants with large supplies of men a»I 
money, and stirring up the people to tumults by their seditious seTnMOS.** 
— Declaration and Defence of J. Pym. Rush worth, voL iL, p. 376i Oiii»i*t 
£. R., append, x., p. 452. Clarendon, voL L, p. 355. Burton,Tol. iL, pi 38& 
* "And truly I may almost say, that that corrupt Conunon Player 
Book was the sole and whole occasion of all the miseries and wan tia* 
since have happened in both nations. Had his Majesty first endeaTomei! 
the inspiration of that lame book upon the English, most men do beUerc 
we had swaUowed it, and then the Scots must hare done it afte i w aidi ; 
for the cleigy, at that time, generally, were such idle, lazy lubbers, and v 
pampered with court preferments, and places temporal in every shire a 
England, and such flattering sycophants, that doubtless the great hand of 
God was in it, that those rude Scots first broke the ice, and taught as the 
way to expel an insulting priesthood and to resist the king, he endes- 
vouring, by unwarrantable means, to intrude things contrary to the 
DiWne laws of Almighty God upon our consciences.** — \V. Lilly's lift 
and Death of Charles L, pp. 207, 20a 
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name of gentleman."* Of his troops, Baxter says:— "As 
they marched along the country, they were everywhere 
entertained with strange relations of the horrid impiety and 
outrages of Lord Groring*s soldiera. A John Guillam he 
quartered with, at South Pedertom, in Somersetshire, 
averred to him, * That with him a company of them pricked 
their fingers, letting the blood run into a cup, in which they 
drank a health to the devil/ "f "The common soldiery, 
imitating the brutal indifTerence of their master to human 
suffering, were ravaging the whole country with ruthless 
pillage, and every sort of licentiousness — all but the true, 
the brave, the invincible soldiers of Cromwell."t No prin- 
ciple, no virtue, restrained these men. Deep and intense was 
their hatred to all that was dignified and moral, and they 
luxuriated in vice, and delighted in cruelty and blood. 

Old Adam Martindale gives us a sample of this in the case 
of his father: — " My poor father sped much worse, for they 
took the old man prisoner, and used him most barbarously, 
forcing him to march in his stockings, without shoes, and 
snapping his ears with their firelock pistols. His house they 
plundered of everything they thought worth carrying away, 
in carts which they brought to his door for that purpose; 
and were sore troubled (good men) that, the walls being 
stone, and the roof being well shot over within, they could 
fasten no fire upon the house, though they several times 
essayed so to do. His stock of cattle they wholly drove 
away, and he never had an hoofe again." || The officers of 

• Warbtirton's P. Rupert, &c., vol. i., p. 195. 

+ Baxtei's life, p. 91. Vicar states a similar fact, — " That on March 10, 
1G44,, some of them proposed to drink the health of the devil, and one 
doabting his existence, wished he might appear, &c. The request was 
complied with,'* &c. — Looking-Glass for Malignants. 2 Pari. Parsig. , p. 17. 

X Life of Whitelocke, p. 209. " During the siege (of Brampton Castle), 
the cook was shot by a poisoned bullet, and a running stream that fur« 
nished the village with water was poisoned." — Lady B. Harley's Letters. 
Intro., p. ziz. Camden Society. 

H Life of Adam Martindale, p. 39. Cheetham Society. " Li Shrop' 
shire,'' says Baxter, ** where his father dwelt, both he and all his neigh- 
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Cliarles forced the population, on pain of death, into thdr 
ranks, '^ and armed them with such weapons as they had, if 
they were but pitchforks; the rear being brought up wiA 
troopers that had commission to shoot such as lagged bdiiiid, 
so as the poor countrymen seemed to be in a Hn<>mTnA <f 
death, either by the troopers, if they went not on, or by tki 
great and small shots out of the town (Bolton), if they did."^ 
like the locusts, everything was fair and lovely before thea, 
desolation and misery behind them. History more tin 
justifies this accusation. 

The soldiers of liberty were very different men. We 
speak not now of a single period, but of the whole. " Wto 
I put my hand to the Lord's work, in 1642^ I did it bo( 
rashly, but had many an hour and night to seek God, to 
know my way; it being a time the nation was filled witk 
inimours and fears of some bustling betwixt the king and kit 
great Council, the Parliament, that was called before Hbb 
rebellion in Ireland," (kef 

History fully warrants the following sketch of these heroei 
by the pen of an Episcopalian. However mistaken tlidr 
motives, however diverse the opinions which men may form 
of their aims, none will venture to question the accuiacr rf 
this statement: — "The army of the Parliament presented an 
appearance altogether unlike that of armies in general ; tliej 

hours, that were noted for pra3ring and hearing sermons, were plandend 
hy the king's soldiers, so that some of them had nothing ahnoft hat 
lumher left in their houses; though his father meddled on nejibar adt, 
hut followed his own business, and held no correspondence at all with Id 
son." — Life of Baxter, p. 79. 

* Life of Martindale, p. 32. Vide Whitelocke, p. 188. Warbwta'i 
P. Rupert, vol. iL, p. 103 (Note). Lady Barley's Letters, &e., p. ICT. 
Memoirs of Sir H. Slingsby, p. 58. Edinbro', 1806. Ptyniie gtwm 
accounts we could not print. Power of Parliament, part i, p. 112L 

t Autobiography of Gapt. J. Hodgson, p. 89. ** These men wera Mi- 
niated with an enthusiasm of which, at the present day, we cmn fbmi ao 
adequate conception. They divided their time between military dmtim 
and prayer; they sung i>salms as they advanced to the chaises; tbcy 
called on the name of the Lord while they were slaying their 
— Lingard, voL x., p. 305. 
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: were orderly and sober; the singing of psalms occupied the 
? place of songs; instead of spending their leisure hours in 
frivolous conversation or amusements, they occupied them- 
selves in praying, reading the Scriptures, and discussing the 
most abstruse points of divinity. In the camp, they were 
tractable; in the field, terrible; and at the sight of what were 
deemed objects of superstition, their fury was ungovern- 
able."* It was so with the privates, the officers, and the 
generals. Eeligion gave a character to everything they did. 
At the Council Board, God was acknowledged ; and fre- 
quently in the battle-field the war cry was, " The Lord is 
with us," or, " The sword of the Lord and Gideon." 

Whitelocke, conversing with the Queen of Sweden, thus 
describes the Parliamentary forces: — "When their enemies 
are swearing, or debauching, or pillaging, the officers and 
soldiers of the Parliamentary army use to be encouraging 
and exhorting one another out of the Word of God, and 
praying together to the Lord of Hosts for his blessing, who 
has shown his approbation of this military preaching by the 
sacoess he has given them." The Queen: "Do your generals 
and other great officers do sof ' Whitelocke : "Yes, Madam, 
very often, and very well. Nevertheless, they maintain chap- 
lains and ministers in their houses and regiments. Such as 
are godly and worthy ministers have as much respect, and as 
good provision in England, as in any place in christendom."t 
How far the General Baptists had modified, or renounced, 
the opinions which had been held by the earlier members of 

* Laihorp's E. Episcopacy, p. 20X. Illnstrations of the same disci- 
pHne oonld be multiplied. The following are selected as examples 
at Cromwell: — "The General cashiered Colonel Wren, and several 
of lus ofBusers in the head of the army, for plundering with their 
soldiers. It gave a great deal of encouragement to the honest part of the 
army, to cashier such time-serving fellows." — ^Autobiography of Captain 
Hodgson, p. 123. Bushworth has given Cromwell's Proclamation, vol. 
Tii., p. 1274. "Two troopers were hanged in the view of our army 
for phmdering" at Perth. — Ibidy pp. 151, 152. Vide Relation of the 
K^t at Perth. Original Memorials of the Civil "War, pp. 209, 253. 

t life of Whitelocke, pp. 339, 340. 
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tliat body on oatLs, war, &o., we are not prepared to 
It may be affirmed, we think, ■with confidence, that to t 
extent they did retain them, and that few of them 
in the bloody conflict* Not so the other Bectioo. of the bi 
Into the struggle they threw themselves with ardour, wi 
sprung not merely from their intenMe love of liberty, 
from one of mightier power. With them it ■waa a holy ' 
— a struggle for Christ and bis church. Soul freedom ■ 
the end; liberty for truth and righteo\wnes3 — not fw ik 
selve)*, hut for all men. Theirs was not an upriaing 
Lauil and the hierarchy, but against every yoke 
at Lambeth or in the Westminster Assembly, We a^ 
indicate the facts. We know no plea for war, much leai 
religious one. But they felb intensely, conscientiously tdt 
that the means and the ecd were both right. W. Dell, iai 
noble passage, thus writes : — " To conclude, honourable na 
worthy, we will be willingly contented to do and sufler d 
things with you : we will cheerfully run througli bonoor U 
dishonour with you : fame and infaraocy, gain and loss, 
and quietness, war and peace, life and death : and do 
to reserve nothing toourselveH, A'Uiimicum vabum 
' but only the Word of God,' in its own parity, and 
to preach it, and to ])rofe3s it, and to practise it, tar d 
glory of Ood and his only begotten Son, and for the good' 
his kingdom, ami this kingdoni."t Others might he, M 
doubtless were, animated by this spirit, but only finn tl 
lips of Dell did the representatives of the people haar thl 
noble and trathful uttarances. Keligioua freedom wi 
unknown. It was freedom for a sect, not for man — i 
certain dogmaa, not for freo thought and the feai'less itttt 
anee of individual convictions. Our subseijuent narratti 
will ]>lace this beyond all doubt. 

• Pii-nneuja, "It Uoonfe»»ed by nil mon, yeaby thote «Iu)u«hi 
inti'iiuitUd witli an Anabuptutioot apirit, roudemning oil Idndi of «l 
refiuipg to curry aruis ■gaiatt Biiy cdcimct, lUiove*, pinttot, ko.' 
Sovereign Puwcr, kc, p»rt ill., p|i. 60, 103. 

t Kieht Kefonukliou, p. 01, 
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The historian of the General Baptist brethren gives us but 
little information about the proceedings of that body. iNor 
have we gathered much beyond what appears in the earlier 
part of this volume. Into more prominency they now rise. 
Mr. Taylor tells us, that, " previous to the commencement of 
the civil war, a Baptist church had been formed under the 
care of Mr. Thomas Lamb, which usually met in Bell Alley, 
Coleman Street, and joined the Particular Baptists, and 
zealously exerted himself in promoting the spread of their 
doctrine when Archbishop Laud presided over the affairs of 
the church. At the instigation of this tyrannical prelate, 
he was seized at Colchester, his native city, and dragged in 
chains to London, for dissenting from the national church, 
and preaching to a separate congregation. He was arraigned 
before the Star Chamber, and required to confess that he 
had administered the Lord's Supper, the penalty for which was 
banishment. Mr. Lamb, however, pleading the rights of an 
Englishman, refused to criminate himself, and was remanded 
to prison. His wife solicited the Archbishop to take pity on 
a mother and eight children, and to release the husband and 
father; but the unfeeling priest was untouched by her 
affliction, and roughly ordered the servants to take away 
that troublesome woman. After some time he obtained his 
liberty, and resumed his favourite employment of preaching 
the GospeL This brought him into new troubles; from 
which- he was no sooner delivered than he entered to his 
sacred work. Thus he pursued the path of duty, till he had 
been confined in almost every prison in London and its 
vicinity. He frequently observed, that that man was not fit 
to preach, who would not preach for God's sake, though he 
was sure to die for it as soon as he had done."* Mr. Lamb 



* Taylor's History, voL i., p. 99. Crosby, voL iii, p. 54 ; from whom 
Mr. T. takes the acconnt. A singular note is given by Warburton : — " To 
reckon up the slain (at Chalgroye) by the number of Christian burials, is 
BO sore way of coming at the truth, for divers Anabaptists and Brownists 
refiue to bury their soldiers otherwise than they do their horses. A 
beating up,** &c. &c. — ^Rupert, &c., vol. ii, p. 210 (Note). 
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was very useful, and had gathered at this time a large tod 
zealous church. By this spirit our brethren "were animatai 
To buy the truth, to make it known, and if needs be to dk 
for it, was the absorbing end of their life. 

The period over which our narrative extends was fraitfnl 
in sects. Most, of the leading ecclesiastical bodies of tbe 
present began to multiply and make themselves a power k 
the commonwealth. Laud, with all his vast power tad 
multiplied appliances, could not crush them. Freedom finoB 
his hateful yoke liberated their energies and kindled tlior 
zeal. The spirit of inquiry had been excited. The genis 
of Milton had spoken in strains which had already thnlM 
the nation. The attitude of the patriots, and the power if 
the press; above all, the Book of God was free, and under 
its influence authority gave place to conviction. RdigMH 
men and religious teachers had much to learn; and what ii 
often harder, much to imleam. Guizot has said: — ^Kot- 
withstanding the active inquisition of Laud, sects of all 
descriptions assembled, in towns, in some cellars; in tbt 
country, under the roof of a bam, or in the midst of a wood. 
The dismal character of the locality, their perils and difficB^ 
ties in meeting, all excited the imagination of preachen uA 
hearers; they passed together long hours, often whole nig^ti^ 
praying, singing hymns, seeking the Lord, and cursing thor 
enemies," Sic* The former part of this statement is tme; 
the last sentence is not so. Guizot could group fitcts mi 
master principles; but he had no sympathy with, for he did 
not understand, the pure and lofty motives of the men who 
asked for no State patronage, and had no worldly honour to 
gain by the triumph of their principles. 

Li wealth, in numbers, in social and political ^nflpyn^ 
the Presbyterians stood high. Causes too numerous for us to 
detail, had contributed to this, llobbes says, that '' in the 
beginning of the late war, the power of the Presb3rterians 



Engliih Rey^ b. ii, p. Gl. 
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80 very great, that not only the citizens of London were, 
almost all of them, at their devotions, but also all the great- 
est part of all other cities and market towns of England."* 
Scotland aided this. Hostility to Episcopacy was &yonrable 
to the views of the patriots. Without their sympathy^ 
despotism would probably triumph. So early as 1639, their 
commissioners who visited the king won over many of the 
leading actors in the great drama. '^ Not one Presbyterian,'' 
says Baxter, ''was to be seen in the House, when it met. 
^ow, these men had great resort to them, and many secret 
cooncilB were held with them by the discontented English— i. 
chiefly those who favour Presbyteries, and were no Mends to 
bishops, or had suffered in the late censure in the Star 
Chamber, Exchequer, High Commission, and other judi- 
cators. Those who inclined to a republic had much cor- 
respondence with them ; and they courted all, fomented 
every discontent, and made large and religious promises of 
fdtnie happy times. The Earls of Essex, Bedford, Holland, 
the Ijord Say, Hampdeu, Pym, and divers other lords and 
gentlemen of great interest and quality, were deep in with 
thenL^f This overthrow of Episcopacy, moreover, had aug- 
mented their power, and many now filled places which had 
been declared vacant by the various committees on religion. 
Many of the clergy had been ejected from the churches — ^not 
for attachment, so much, to Episcopacy, as for immorality 
and crying unfitness for the work. With every allowance 
for exaggeration and improper motives, the reports sub- 
mitted to the House reveal an affecting, not to say appalling, 
picture of the state of the church under Laud and his Popish 
colleagaes."j: 

* behemoth, Kaseres Tracts, yoL iL, p. 477. 

t Peck's life of Milton, p. 400. Whitelocke, p. 32. 

X Eeferring to this, Vicar says :—" O what a most rare, blessed, and 
fltnuige change is already wrought in the city of London ! O what a com« 
pany of stinking snuffs are put out, and what rare and radiant tapers, and 
pozdy binning and shining lamps, are set up in (almost) all our city con- 
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To remedy existing evils^ the Senate decided to call an 
assembly of learned men, to whom all questions relatiog to 
religion should be referred. The design of the AssCTablj is 
thus defined in the ordinance which convoked it on the lirk 
of June, 1643: — "Whereas no blessing is more dear thiB 
the purity of religion, and many things remain in tlie 
liturgy and discipline of the church requiring a farther 
reformation; and the present Parliament has resolred thift 
the present government by archbishops, <&c., is evil and 
burdensome, an impediment to reformation, and to be 
taken away; that such a church government be settled ai 
is most agreeable to God's Word, and apt to preserve thi 
peace of the church at home, and a nearer agreement witk 
the Church of Scotland, and other reformed chnidiei 
abroad ; for the better effecting hereof, and vindicating the 
Church of England from all calumnies and aspersions, it ii 
thought necessary to call an assembly of learned and 
judicious divines hereupon, as shall be proposed by eithei; 
or both, Houses of Parliament" " The said persons, man- 
over, are authorised to confer of such matters concerning the 
liturgy and discipline of the church, or the vindicating iti 
doctrine from false construction, as shall be proposed hf 
both, or either. Houses of Parliament, and no others."* No 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction was given to them. Beyond the 
objects thus defined, they had no power to go. The Assembly 
was to be composed of representatives of various bodies 
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Independents. No Bap- 
tist was admitted. To keep their iiery spirits in check, 
certain members of Parliament were nominated.f After 



gregationB; and how pioiuly and preciously does the work begin now to 
go on, and increase in the county also, where, with what safety to tiMir 
persons, godly ministers may comfortably reside with the people, to tbt 
glory of God and inexpressible joy of the souls of the saints," 4c.— 
Vicar's Jehorah Jireh, p. 326. David's Congregationalism in 

* Collier, toL iL Lathorp*s R Epis., p. 150. 

t AVhitelocke gives an amusing example of their influenee : — "Dii 
members of both Houses were members of the Assembly of Divinesi ud. 
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the usual formalities, the Westminster Assembly was inau- 
gurated, with all the imposing ceremony which could well 
be thrown around such an august gathering of the learning 
and religion of the State. To other sources we must refer 
our readers for details of its proceedings. Only upon one or 
two matters can we touch. After long and conflicting 
debates, the Council produced, in the place of the Common 
Prayer, a Directory for public worship, and sought to impose 
on the country the Solemn League and Covenant, as the 
badge of its subjection to the Presbyterian power.* With 
great soleumity and display this latter test was taken by the 
members of the Legislature in 1643. Mr. White, one of the 
Assembly, " prayed an hour, to prepare them for the taking 
of the Covenant; then Mr. Nye, in the pulpit, made some 
observations touching the Covenant, shewing the warrant 
from Scripture, the example of it since the creation, and the 
benefit to the church. Mr. Henderson, one of the Scots 
Commissioners, concluded in a declaration of what the Scots 
had done, and the good they had received by such covenants; 
and then he shewed the prevalency of evil councils about 
the king, and the resolution of the States of Scotland to 
assist the Parliament of England. Next Mr. Nye, in the 
pulpit^ read the Covenant, and all present held up their 

had the same liberty with the Divines to sit and debate, and give their 
votes in any matters which was in consideration amongst them ; in which 
debfttes Mr. Selden spoke admirably, and confuted divers of them in their 
own learning. And sometimes, when they had cited a text of Scrip tui-e 
to prove their assertion, he would tell them, * Perhaps in your little 
pocket Bibles with gilt leaves (which they would often pull out and read), 
the translation may be thus, but the Greek or the Hebrew signifiea 
thui and thus;' and so would totally silence them." — Vol. i., p. 209. 

* The year before, the General Assembly, untaught by their own and 
the nation's sufferings by the policy of Laud, had requested ' that in all 
hu Majesty's dominions there might be one Confession of Faith, one 
directory of worship, one public catechism, and one form of church 
g over nment. That the name of heresies, and sects, Puritans and Con- 
fonniBte, Separatists, Anabaptists, &c., which do rend the bowels both of 
Idric and kingdom, might be suppressed,'" &c.— Rushworth, voL iv., 
pw387. Price, voL i, p. 239. 
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hands in testimony of their assent to it. The diyines of 
the Assembly and the Scots Commissioners sabscribed it; 
and then Dr. Yonge, in the pulpit, prayed for a bleasiBg 
upon it. Afterwards the members of Parliament, in thdr 
respective Houses, subscribed their names in a parchmoi 
roll when the Covenant was written."* 

The influence of these proceedings on our brethren rniat 
not be overlooked. In many ways it contributed to tiienr 
prosperity. Their discussion on various dogmas, the pride 
and insolence of the Presbyterians, and their attempts topoK 
down free thought and to fetter religious freedom, their fie- 
quent appeals to the civil power, their dogmas on otkr 
minds, only awakened attention to the claims of our 
brethren. "Presbyterian zeal," says Guizot, ^^sometoMi 
obtained from the Houses menacing declarations agaiiiit 
the new sectaries; sometimes the fears and hatred of tiM 
political reformers, coinciding with those of their devoul 
allies, they employed in concerting measures of rigour agunrt 
their adversaries. An ordinance, destined, according to tht 
preamble, ' to put down the slanderous papers, booka^ aid 
pamphlets, by which religion and government had for aone 
time been de&med,' abolished the liberty of the pw ^ 
hitherto tolerated, and subjected to a strict ceusorBhip all 
publications whatever" (June 11, 1643).t 

Though the liberty of unlicensed printing was not enjoyed, 
yet the press was comparatively free. | A stream of deep, 

* Parliamentaiy Hist., voL iii, p. 17^ Whitelocke and dazendA 
supply ample detailB. " The next day, Scottish CSommissionen Mi ovk 
for London, 'vdiere both Houses, after having consulted the Aawmfalj of 
Divines, also sanctioned the Covenant (Sept. 14); and a ireek alUr 
(Sept. 25), in the church of St. Mai^garet, Westminster, all the membcn 
of Parliament, standing uncovered, with hands raised to heaTen, took tkt 
oaths of adhesion to it verbally, and then in writing," &c. — Ouiioi, b. It., 
p. 205. Neal, voL iii, p. 62, &c 

t Guixot, b. T., p. 214. 

X Though far from free, yet the press i>oured forth a mooeaioa of 
pamphlets. In every form they appeared, from the gimve and 
production of the divine, to the light and sarcastic pasquinade of 
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bitter, malignant calumny flowed from this source. Nothing 
was spared, no means were neglected, which could blacken 
the character or caricature the principles of our brethren. 
Samples of these abuses have already passed under notice. 
Edwards had published his work, in which the spirit of 
Bonner and Laud were incarnate, without any of the 
redeeming qualities which distinguished the latter. He had 
distilled his own gall, and stained every page with its pol- 
lution. Persuaded of the strength of his own cause, and his 
ability to defend it, he says, " I could wish with all my heart 
there were a public disputation, even on the point of Psedo- 
baptism and dipping, between some of the Anabaptists and 
our ministers. But if, upon disputation and debate, the Ana- 
baptists should be found in error (as I am confident they 
would), that then the Parliament should forbid all dipping, 
and take some sure course with all dippers, as the Senate 
of Zurich did.''* How would the shrivelled heart of this 
religious teacher have bounded at the sight of the fires of 
Smithfleld, or at witnessing female Anabaptists sewn up in 
sacks and thrown into the Thames ! This is only a sample 
of a class. Most of the rigid Presbyterians entertained 
similar notions, though they clothed their utterance in a 
milder form.f 

Kothing was spared. Examples might be multiplied. We ooly select one: — 

"Where be our proud prelates that straddle so wide, 

As if they did meane the worlde to bestride ; 

To tread on the nobles, to trample them down, 

To set up the mitre above the king's crown? 
That ere he was clerke the priest hath forgot, 
But pride will come down, God a* mercy, good Scot. 

^' With Scripture divines doe play fast and loose. 

And turn Holy Writ to capons and goose ; 

Their gut is their god, religion they mocke. 

To pami>er their flesh they famish their flocke. 
To preach and to pray they aU have forgot. 
And now they'll be taught, God a' mercy, good Scot." 

^-BouM, p. 3. Others occur in the same yolume. 

* Gaiigreana, p. 177. Our readers will find the proceedings of the 
Senftte in the ''Martyrology," published by the Hans. Knollys Society. 

i* Bxamples of these may be seen in Price, Orosbyy and Ivimey. 
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Bnt the tone of others was very diffei-ent. Light hi 
bees, dawning on Episcopal minds, notwithstanding & 
eSbrta of Laud. The " EcclesiAstical Polity" of Hooker afl 
but ignores the groimda of Jewel. Chillingworth, in 1^ 
advanced Etill jiuihei'. The great piincipl<!3 for whidt 
foreiathers have ever contended was tally rocc^nised bf 
him. " The Bible, and the Bible only, is the religJcn d 
Protestants." Kot as explained by fathers, or affirmed lif 
councils, but as the right of every man to investigate iv 
himselE "In his gi-eat work, all authority in mattei* rf 
religion is openly set at defi-auce," " He would admit of » 
reservation which tended to limit the sacred ligL ta of printl 
judgment"* Later still, Lord Brook had published Hi 
work on Episcopacy, in which he expresses doubts as to tli 
stabiUty of the ground on "which infant baptism rested, nJ 
throwB the shield of his protection oyer onr brethren.t M 
as indicative of the change of feeling La the Epiacopftl iiiadi 
Bishop Taylor's work on the " Libei-ty of Prophesying' h 
the most important It wna issued about this tim& 
section of this work w^as devoted to the case of the Anabi^ 
tiata. It is put with uncommon fairnesa, and with 
force. The sensation it produced was deep and 
One of his opponents says, " It is the most ililigent 
tion, and the most exact scheme of thi: arguments i 
infant baptism, that he had ever met with; and that he Ini 
therein in such manner repi-esented the arguments for 
against it, that the latter ha^'e seemed to many bo be 
ceasfid and victorious."} The work wa« felt by the 
teriatis as an aggression, and severely aiumHdvert«d npom ' 

" BucUe, voL i., pp. 330, 323. 

+ Episcopacy, p. 06, Crmby, ^oL L, pp. 16fS, 167. 

S Dr. Hammond's Si Querioi on Intuit Baptinn, lecL 49; IK 
Hist. Int B^,, p. 271. "BoiDO nritars aicribc groat merit to J. nq 
tor )UB adrococj uf tolerstion (Hej'lin'i Life, p. 8T, and Pftn** Wm 
voL i*,, p. 41T)i but the tmth in, Hat when he wrote the ttuB ita 
' Ubeit; lA ProplieejiBg,' tiii enemiea were in pmmri to that Iw < 
pIciuliDt tor hi* o«v inteieft, Wh«D, however, the Cbnrak ef A^ 
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the Eev. Si Bniherford, Professor of Diyinit j in St Andrew's, 
in his ** Free Disputations ocmceming Pretended Liberty of 
Conscience."* Dr. Hammond was the bishop's jnrincipal 
antagonist; and so high did the feeling ran in his own drde, 
that Dr. Taylor was actually obliged to reply to his own 
work.t In some circles, men's -views of right and wrong 
depend very mnch on the circomstances in which they are 
placed.) For the influence of Milton's magic pen, the reader 
is refexred to another section. 

Then there was another element of power which must not 
be oreriooked. Men of standing and high moral character 
in the drarch openly espoused the cause of the Anabaptists. 
Cornwall, Blackwood, Denne, KnoUys, and others, gave up 
their preferments, and united with their churches. All oi 
them had not only received Episcopal ordination, but passed 
through the Universities. They were men of culture and 
erudition. Knollys, some years before, had fled from the 
fierce anger of the hierarchy to the wilds of the new world, 
bat had now returned. K not distinguished by the highest 
scholaxshq), yet his attainments in sacred literature were 
considerable, whilst his piety aud preaching invested him 
with an influence which was ever used for Christ and his 
cause. The conversions of the others were singularly inte- 

laiid agun obtained the upper hand, Taylor withdrew the conoessum 
wiiieh he had made in hiB adversity.''— Buckle, vol. L, pp. 330, 331. 

* Warwick's Mem., p. 337. 

i* Wan more than warrants Coleridge's yery seyere remarks on the 
Bishop. — ^Iit..Bem., yoL iii, p. 250. 

X Baxter says that many were influenced by the bishop's work. " But 
it -woold i^pear, ^t after Taylor^s position towards the Goyemment 
was altered, and ecclesiastical honours had begun to flow upon him, his 
ogHmoiis cm the subject of toleration must have become very materially 
modified, or he could never have consented to sit as a member of that 
Privy Council from which those most intolerant edicts emanated, by 
wldeh 2,000 of the best men the Church of England ever contained 
were ejected from their pastoral cures, and in many cases imprisoned 
and treated with harshness that embittered and shortened the remainder 
of their days." — Cunningham^i lives of Illustrious EngUshmen, vol. iii, 
pi. i., p. 145. 
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resting. A brief detail of the two first may gratify th 
reader. Mr. Cornwall was minister of Mardeu, in Kat,' 
and being dissatisfied with many tilings in tlie cliorcli, «■ 
imprisoned in Maidstone gaol. In tliia part of the G 
Baptist principles were ratlier prevalent, and their |«» 
pagation excited doubt and much inquiry in the m" 
many. A woman, in some perplexity about this i 
applied to Mr. Cornwall for relief in her diffionltin 
Hia efforts failed. Hia own attention was now awakCM^ 
he thoroughly investigated, the subject, and the resott «■- 
natural ; infant baptbm was renounced by liim. LibenUrf 
afterwards from prison, aud called upon to preach at tti 
visitation held at Cranahroke, in 1644, 
of the Assembly he openly denonnced Infkat h^)di&' 
His text was, "In vain do tliey worthip rue, teaching f 
doctrine the cmn/mandmenCs of men." Unesiwcted hy tl 
audience, the shock was very great; and more than oae ( 
the ministera wits anxious to dispute the matter with hiaf 
To a General Baptist ministei- present, Mr. Jeffrey, he reCamt 
them, as an antagonLst worthy of their power. After at 
discussion, Mr. Blackwoo«l, who had taken note of (^ 
sermon, promised that at their next meeting he would repijT- 
to Mr. Cornwall. Upon the inquiry he entered. In aE 
its relationships he examined it, and found, us the result «f 
his prayerful investigation, that his defence was hopel«aa 
At the next meeting he produced, not a refutation, hat S 
vindication, of Mr. CoiTLwall's doctrine.* These men gm 



* His piip«r was publiiliod nmler tlia title of "The Stonning of 
chriit." Yidt Tajlor, CrcHb;-, Ivimey, ka. Thomu Blake ny^ai 
in "Infiiit Baptiim Freed bum ADtialiriitiBavtm," lie. LoadaD, II 
"We humbly make bold to mentioD Mr. Franei* ConmU, » |Mf 
preuher o( good leport," J^c. — Petition from the Parish of Yal> 
Jan. 28, IftW. Proceedingi iu Kent, p. 148. ~ 
Pintoa, in Uerti, in 1641. He printed a lennui: 
■t a Tiiitation at Baldoc Thooiai Botherbam, notur of St Ji 
Zaehariea, Laodon, nptiMl to it. under the title of "A Dn cf IU) 
DiiMTvnd." Th«ra U k ■ingular alliuion to Denna, in "Tbm Ajm E 
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themselyes to the work with right-heartedness, and widely 
enlarged the circle of Baptist influence. Denno, who had ' 
been minister of Pyrton, in 1643, now united with Mr. 
Liamb's church in Coleman Street. Over a wide extent of 
country he travelled. Bedford, Cambridge, and the adjoining 
counties, were the spheres in which he laboured. Success 
marked his efforts, but his career of usefulness was impeded 
by a committee at Cambridge, and by their orders he was 
cast into prison; but, by an appeal to Parliament, he was 
removed to London. It was whilst there confined he met 
with the redoubted Dr. Feately and his book, and wrote his 
reply to it. Nor must we overlook another cause. The 
progress of Congregational principles contributed in no small 
measure to this. The Independents repudiated all external 
authority in the worship of God. Nothing should be received 
but what had the signet of the Lord upon it. Logically, their 
utterance justified the teaching and practice of our brethren. 
Many felt this. We have seen how this operated with many 
already. How it struck others, may be gathered from the 
following: — "Brown's church at Middleboro', abundance 
turned Anabaptists, which discontented him. Smith him- 
self, the great leader in this way, turned Anabaptist; so did 
Canne at last, as I have heard say. Johnson and Ainsworth's 
church at Amsterdam, abundance of them turned Anabap- 
tists, and were therefore excommunicated. So also hath it 
&llen out in England; the churches that came from Hol- 
land, many of the members fell to Anabaptism, both of 
Sydrack Sympson and Thomas Goodwin, and some separated 
upon it into distinct congregations. The same may be said 
of the churches that began in Independency among ourselves 
here in England, as Mr. Jeffreys, Mr. J. Simpson, and others. 
The reason is plain, for no man can be true to the principles 

to the Boot of the Tree; or the Anabaptist Mission and Ministry," &c. 
'* ThiB is Mr. H. Denne, the Anabaptist, chaplain and apothecary, farmer 
and minister, and an apologist for the Society of Jesus," p. 51. Other 
allagicnis, pp. 49, 50, 52. 
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of the Independents and Browniata, but they must tura Am- 
baptbte, for the reosona aforesaid." "This is the reaaoniog d 
div^ers emment men," the same 'writer says in another plu^ 
"that began at Independency, and upon thisgroond, nnn'fig^ 
others, alipt into Anuhajitiam ; as Mi-. Laurance, Mr. Blvt 
wood, Mr. Allen, and many others."* A little before lie 
fight at Edge Hill, Mr. Ba^rter tellfl ua that he came in cm- 
tact, for the first time, 'with the Anabaptists. It ww it 
Gloucec^ter, to whieh city lie had gone for retuvnunt 
" About a dozen yoiuig men, or more, of couaideralile pwW. 
had received the opinion t^ainat iniant baptism, and iai 
been ^baptized, and laboured to draw othcra after tliem, 
far from Gloucester. The noinieter of the place, Mr. Wimid^ 
being hot and impatient with them, it was tlionght hankoMli 
them the more. He wrote a considerable book at that 
against them; but the nation then having no great ex 
encfl of the tendency of thair priiioipleH, the people who 
not of their opinions did but pity them, and tliink it mac 
conceit that had no gi'cat harm in it, and blamed Kk 
Winnel for hi^ a,sperity towards them," itc.+ 

The time was now come wht^n on mattera of belief thip 
should speak for themselves. Patiently they had w: 
All kinds of obloquy had been mercilessly poured out 
them. The atrocities of Munater, heresies of every kiiu^ 
been laid to their charge. The civil power had been 
to crush them, and the Govei-umont was blamed' 
framing new laws, or enforcing old ones, for tl 
ment from the kingdom. Of these things our bi 
not ignorant. They issued, therefore, in 1644, 
of Faith. The title of this di>cument runs tbua: — "Titl 
Confession of Faith of those ChurchcB which 
(though falsely) called Anabaptist. Presented to the 
of all that fear God, to examine by the touchstone of 
Word of Truth ; as likewiae for the taking off thoM 

• Freiih Suit mninst Imlqioiidnney. pp- 3*-". 
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mona which are finqaQutlj, both in the polpii and print 

(although nnjnstlj), cart iqwn th^n." The IbUowi^g So:^ 

tares, in full, follow:— ''Acts iv. 20; IsiL viiL 20; i Conn. 

i 9, 10." ^London: printed in the year of our Lud 1644.** 

This document ia aigned hj rqpreBentatives of aeyen chnrcbea 

in London. Their advenaries had repraaented them aa 

holding free will; fidling from grace; denying original sin; 

diadaimiwg of magirtracj,— denying to assist them, either in 

person or poise, in any of their lawfol nommands; doing 

acts unseemly in the dispensing the ordinance of baptism, 

not to be named amongst Christians. *' All of which charges 

we disclaim as notoriously untrae, though by reason of these 

calumnies cast upon us, many that fear God are discooraged 

and forestalled in harbouring a good thought, either of us or 

of what we profess; and many that know not God [are] 

encouraged, if they can find the place of our meeting, to 

gather together in clusters to stone us, looking upon us as 

a people holding such things as that we are not worthy to 

live."* The Confession is calm, dear, and eyangelical, 

embodying those views of Christian doctrine which are 

termed Calyinistic; yet it excited the virulence of Dr. 

Eeately, and that perfect development of Presbyterian 

bitterness and arrogance. Principal Baillie.t 

The seizure of Sir J. Hotham at Hull, in 1643, was 
mainly, as we gather from various allusions, the work of 
our brethren. In one of the journals of that year, it is 
thus noticed: — "For being they would trust neither of 
them, it did conceme them very highly to make sure of 



* FMface, p. 16. Confesdona of Faith. Hjuis. Enollys Society. ''The 
AnabaptigtB would have no govemment at all in the church, neither would 
they haye any baptized but such as are of age ; and they pray more for such 
a ehuroh than for grace or faith. " — ^Religious Lotteries. London, Printed 
by T. F., July 20, 1642. ** A Declaration against the Anabaptists" was 
published in London, 1644. — ^Featel/s Description of the Several Sorts of 
Anabaptists, p. 7L 

f I>ipper Dipt, pp. 177-186. Baillie's Anabaptism the True Fountain 
of Error. 
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bock: md to dnor -md, tiier^* 

mare- -^csnceuufi- 10 Jkl ends), tn 

■ hpfna^ EEodiaiiLs JtmbeMthnr^ sad 
Bb nnrrfr laiifizEieflL nsatut Trrngwtf dhbbt of c&e 
bniTi^tnr 'jvis. lil ibe- aautrpnt m hrm InfiitB ^Ejcbam bid mn 
notice <]f Tile pracnce. Hicr Irmfing his timgw thiniigt tot 
laXEi, he- TBMift jaaE& to Bcfr^sier; whisre htt was aafc vpnt W !■ 
•vwn. ^niiiicw. ^^vtioiil Boynxon. hmk hAm ocnrTipte^ bjrwkB 
he "^vm umaugd back ausauiL m l¥nU : and sti tbs gPbe cdei 
B everi eT Gace Tieszi^ dm ^^earr ^oe ac wkidk h^ had Bflit 
xmundKEcbr JesiietL Lds Sajesc^ HBiLramw fxUD "dk^ tafW9i\ w 
bcKeiL 'Hf his hoiae.'' To die ame fiufe xiut pEBoacr icfto 
in a Letter to me Speakear: — ^ Lienceaagnir- C Sene fm l Hotlni 
is ^«^prf nDoiL bv liiirtiV <]r ibctrr rrjcois and AiHlinliilft 
Xf by your •icdeEs* L Lwuure DBpaESEunu** «fc6.* 

The acCEvicy ami incxeue of tdse bo«^ are fiiiliritiMi by 
varions allnaioiia in die waHnq^ a£ jiimr opponoitft. Spd- 
man, conunauing on die ^wwiniilt p e Buuuua on titfcrg, about 
diia nmey 9^^: — ^^ If cihece were no ptir p ui e to pot dowi 
tislLea by socfa. as ace in andionty, how cometh it to pMi 
dutc die Anabapdata aze more bold in Loodon to take vp t 
pnblic contestadon agaunat diem, dian die PresbjteriaBf ta 
make xpologj' fiir diem^ For did mx one Mr. B. CL, aa 
Anabapdaty manage a dispute against Mr. W. J., of C^^ 
and after that undertake another npoa the same ai^gnmcfiti 
a^amat Mr. J. Cr., and offered to proceede in it aggainat al 
Of rpontion, whidi Mr. C. durst not day upon pretence of a 
prohibition from authority I"* ** Although they may have 
cause to soapect that some parts of Kent, for the preaenli are 
not to reformed as they should be ; Anabaptista and other 



* H^ythain to the Speaker, July 10, 1643w DRbymple, toL iL, pw 411 
** Mr J. f foihan, or hit iod, oompUins, in hii letter to the FM^aaartb 
thai h« had been apprehended hy a company of Browniata, Aaahapliii 
faoiloaa/* Ito.-Vlcai'a Jehovah Jizeh, p. 367. 
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sectaries having misled many into adverse principles, not 
only on tithes, but to other matters/' &c.* " John Stalham, 
a man of strict Congregational principles, in the year 1643 
held a public disputation with Timothy Butt, physician, and 
Thomas Lambe, soap-boiler, at Tuting, on the subject of 
infant baptism; on which occasion he was assisted by his 
neighbour, John Newton, of Little Badden, and Enoch Gray, 
of Wickham."t 

Attempts were made by our brethren to secure a larger 
measure of religious freedom. For unlimited toleration 
they pleaded, but in vain. ^' Some of the Anabaptists," says 
!Baillie, "came to the Assembly's scribe with a letter, 
inveighing against our Covenant^ and carrying with them a 
printed sheet of admonition to the Assembly from an old 
English Anabaptist at Amsterdam, to give full liberty of 
conscience to all sects, and to beware of keeping any Sab- 
bath, and such like. The scribe offered to read all in the 
Assembly. Here rose a quick debate enougL Goodwin, 
Nye, and their party, pressing the neglect, contempt, and 
suppressing all such fantastic papers; others were as vehe- 
ment for the taking notice of them, that the Parliament 
might be acquainted therewith, to see the remedy of their 
dangerous sects.'' J! Episcopalians as well as sectaries felt 
the Presbyterian yoke to be insupportable. || No means 
were neglected which were likely to secure their supremacy. 



♦ EngKah Works, pp. 159, 167. 

f Davida^ Congre. in Essex, p. 487. 

X YoL i, p. 412. "The college lands (Manchester) had been sold, and 
the college itself, to Mr. Wigan, who now being turned Anti-Psedobaptist, 
and I know not what more, made a bam there into a chapel, where he 
and manj of his persuasion preach doctrine diametrically opposite to the 
minirter^s persuasion imder their very nose." — Life of Martindale, p. 75. 
Cheetham Society. 

II '* Ogle, for the king, wrote to Mr. Thomas Goodwin and Mr. Nye, of 
the Independent judgment, to make great promises to them, if they would 
oppose the Presbyterian Government intended by the Scots to be imposed 
on England; and much to that purpose.'' — ^Whitelocke, voL i., p. 236. 
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Guizot givea a rapid and lucid eketoh of tlieir poli^ ta 
this year to lGi5. Multiplied proof could be broti|^fl 
place beyoad all doubt tlie perfect accarac; of bia statemiA 
" Every day it was obligtd to tread in difierent p«thi, ■ 
attempt incongraoua efforts. What it sought in the Chnni 
it rejected in the State; it was fain, conatantly shifting il 
ground and its language, to invoke in turn democr&tiii prir 
ciplea and pussions againat the bishops, mouarcUiciO ui 
aristocratical mojcims and iiifluencea against rising t^ 
licanism. It was a strange sight to see the saou) i 
demoliiihing with one hand and destroying with tbo othar— 
now preaching up innovations, now cursing t] 
alternately daring and timid, at once rebels and dctpottl 
persecuting the bishops in the name of liberty, tlw> Ind^ 
pendenta in the name of power; aiTogatiag to tbetumlfi^ 
in a word, the privileges of insurrection and of tfrUPQ^' 
while daily declaiming against tyranny and iuaurrectioii.** 

Wliitetocke t«]ls us that "the plan had been formed tfi 
some of the leading Presbyterians to carry their plana in i 
very thin House. Their scheme was securely plamied. J 
deputation from the Westmiuster Divines appeared, as iM 
&s the Commons had assembled, and preseutod then will 
the Aasemhly'a advice and opinion for the Ft-ealiytMl 
Government to be settled," iai, " Glyne and I were in %k 
House," ho says, "and few others but who coocorred il 
judgment with the Assembly, and had notice to \m> iku 
early, thinking to pass this businciis before the Hooaa tbevk 



' GuimI'bEue. E«r.,b, r., p. 2!1. "Onitafirtt B.ppeBnuioak tka p 
eiple of liberty of coaacieDcs, then produnieJ b; obncuro lestwioB Mnl 
tbo BiTora of a blind enthtuiufQi, wu treated u m crime or •■ nwtei 
. . . . EpiacopaluDg and Freabft«riuia, proiuheR & 
■11 •like poiHcutod it ; the quettion bow and bir wUum the cboa 
iru to be goTerned, continued to be slmoat the oalj poinb di 
thuught they hail amplj to ' A-mib botween the kbtoluts f 
Pope, the uiatooracr of the biibopH, anil tite demDoiMy «f 
toriim clerjoi ; it wtunotukedirLBliiertbeseKovoninu 
in tbur origin, whntever their furm or i>i>|>ell>tiiia.' ' — Qoiaat^ t 
p. 213. 
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be falL Both of ihem spoke agaiiist time^ till their Mends 
arriyedy and finally defeated the attempt."* 

Under these oppressions oar brethren suffered not a little. 
With a bitter hatred they pursued them, and it was only 
want of power that saved them from exile or death. Every- 
body, in reading the lottos of Baillie^ must smile at the 
almost frantic earnestness with which he invokes, nay 
implorei^ in the most piteous accents, the aid of his learned 
correspondents on the continent to wield their mighty pens 
against them. If the existence of his idol depended on tibeir 
extinction, his earnestness could not have been more intense. 
Logically he was right. Grant the truth of the cardinal 
•verities held by the Baptists, and Presbytery must perish. 
He acknowledges that if conversion was made a requisite to 
chuich-feUowship, forty for one would be excluded from the 
lists of the Beformed churches.t It may amuse the 
reader to have a specimen or two of this class : — '' If Span- 
heim's book were come out, I wish he were entreated to go 
on with his Anabaptists. Yoasius said to me he had a large 
treatise against them, and would push it out. It is the pre- 
vailing sect here. I have written to D. Stewart, to put 
Spanheim and Yossius on the Anabaptists." j: " You will do 
well to set Dr. Forbes on a supplement, wherein he may 
iiandle Anabaptism, Antinomianism, &c. Will you entreat 
him to press his friend Yossius to print that he told me he 
had ready against the Anabaptists, — the greatest and most 
prevalent sect here? In tumultuous ways they provoke our 
ministers to public disputations on p8edobaptism."|| Again 
he says— p" I wish you might put Forbes to go on with his 
HiBtory, especially of the Anabaptists, Libertines, and such 
as personally vex us. I wrote to you to cause some press 
(Yossius') to print what he told me he had beside him against 
the Anabaptists. When Spanheim is free of Amivant, I 
wish he went on with his CoUegvwm Anahaptisticum. These 

♦ VoL i., p. 327. t Orme's Life of Owen, pp. 80, 97. 

X Letters, voL ii, p. 154. |l Ibidf p. 170. 
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are the sectaries vho most increase amongst ua. Tcmtl 
a minister of London, ha^ printed a large bouk for tk 
wherein he dares us all"* We could fill a page with ti 
invocations. To some we have referred below. 

Tlie sturdy Principal was not alone. Following in 
wake came another mighty hunter of heretics. The d 
old divinity professor, Rutherford, presents his athletic b 
with the keys dangling at his girdle, and grasping ii 
hands the aword of Church power, accompanied by a hi 
Greek and Latin Fathers, and frowning defiance oi 
Robinson, and others, and threatening the Anabapttit 
beyond the piUe of his compassion.t He often seeks toil 
his adversary, by declaring that his opinions are Aoabtflik 
tical, and is satisfied to refute an at^meut, or to sliov A 
danger of a position, by stating that it necessarily lesdi t 
Anal>aptisni. The wrath of this devout, but singnla^ 
prejudiced man, was poured otit upon the Baptists lot th' 
teaching that conversion was necessary to union witli 6 
church, and that its purity should be maintained by £• 
pline. " Pastors are to be blamed," said Mr. Cotton, "tt 
there he scandalous persons in the visible church." "TI 
doth but strengthen Anabaptists who objected the WB 
"All which is very Auabaptiam, that there isno visibl«^ii 
on earth, but a companyof truly, and (in/oroDei) in 
and converted persons, and the only redeemed c 
With arguments of this kind he would terrify his d 

Both Crosby and Taylor give an account of 4 
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planting of a clmrcli in Ooventiy. The foimer says, '^ That 
Mr. Gox, the son of a bishop, was imprisoned in the gaol in 
that city, for preaching against the baptism of infants. By 
some means, various persons had embraced Baptist prin- 
ciples; and wishing to form themselves into a church, 
invited Mr. Cox, from Bedford, to undertake that work. 
Baxter, with other Presbyterian ministers, were in the city 
M refugees. Alarm seized them. Against the intruders the 
pulpits thundered, and the errors of Cox and his brethren 
were denounced. More than this: Baxter challenged him 
to a public dispute on the points of difference. The meeting 
was held, and the issue was an order from the committee 
oomiiianding the Baptists to depart the city, and to promise 
not to enter it again. Befusal on the part of Cox was fol- 
lowed by his immediate loss of liberty.''* Baxter's own 
account is fuller: — "The garrison and city of Coventry 
(where I lived next) was almost free from them when I first 
came thither, and a good while after. But while we slept, 
the envious man sowed these tares; and our tenderness of 
tiiem, as godly people, caused us at first the more remissly to 
gainsay them, and so their number to increase: till at last 
they got a separated society, and despised the ministers, and 
got themselves a troop of teachers, some of which we before 
erteemed godly men, but knew to be silly men to become 
teachers. All this while I had no contest with them, much 
lesB any filing out: for few of the soldiers had taken the 
in&ofcion, they being many of them the most sober staid 
men that I ever met with in any garrison, and had a 
leveiend esteem of the counsel of their teachers (which being 
retained home, they do yet continue). But it was some 
younger people of the city that were then infected most. At 
last one Mr. Coxe (an ancient minister, of competent learning 
and parts) was sent from London to confirm them, which 
when he had done awhile, he was desired to depart. After 

* Crosby, yoL i, p. 220. Taylor, toL i 
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tLat lie came davm a second time, and because he wooM a 
promiae to leave the city and come no m.ore, the comnuM 
did imprison him, which some of his party gave oat te I 
procured by me : when I can truly say that I never spi 
word to put him in prison, but (at the niotioD cd % 
Finaon) did speak to get him out. Id this time I dull 
that Mr, Coxe would entertain some dispute :ibout oar U 
fereneea, which was consented to, and begun by wtird', ■ 
afterwards we agreed to follow it by writing ; but to ny fii 
paper I could never have answer (save to the extempol 
writing before at our meeting), and so that labour aSd 
Tn which dispute my zeal for unity and peace was so snd 
greater than my zeal for rebaptizing, that I resolved (■> A 
pute the case of separation first, and baptism next ; |M 
fessiug that if they did not hinder the Oospel, and sin affM 
the Divine Word by di\-isiona, I should easily bear mA ■! 
that differed &om me in the point of baptism. For Mr. Oa 
taught them (and it was presently swallowed} tint M 
ministers, being unlKtptized, were indeed no miiijiilni I 
Christ, and it was unlawful to hear them, or to joy» «H 
ow people (though never bo godly), because they vav i 
unbi^tjzed person!^: which doctrine began to make ncB I 
look at others as Pagans, ucd to bi'cok all to pieces; aotti 
the rebaptized husband would not pray with his (supfioMib 
unbaptdzed wife."* For the same oflence, Mr. Hol;^ 
imprisoned by tlie Governor of Newport PagnaL i 
K.nollya also was taken up for preaching t 
baptism in Bow Church. This eminent individiul^ 
much from the malignant interference of little it 
Forbidden to preach in the churches, Mr. Knollys t 
lished a church in Great St. Helen's, in the city, 
tades, it is said, flocked to hoar liim. This gave ) 
offence. Before the oommittee he was called i 
gressor of the onlinancL-s. To their command, forUd£lg'fl 



' * InAut Obnrcb Uembenbip. 
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him to preach again, he replied, that he would make known 

the Gospel from hoose to house. 

The prevalence and strength of our brethren at this 

period may be gathered from various sources. Some we 

have already indicated; another must not be overlooked. 

The hostility of the Hoyalists was bitter and undisguised. 
CharleB himself breathed it on every occasion. In every 
form in which it could be uttered we find it. In addresses 
to the Fftrliament, his army, or when he sought to win his 
ScottiBh subjects to his standard, they are held up as the 
worst of men. There is nothing to excite surprise in this. 
As some df them said at a later period, " They did not look 
on themselves as a band of Janizaries, hired and entertained 
only to fight their battles^ but that they had voluntarily 
taken up arms for the liberty and defence of the nation," &c. 
Their hatred of despotism was inferior in intenseness only 
to their love of truth. We may group in this place a few 
utterances of the monarch. In reply to a petition, he 
says: — ^**And his Majesty would know whether the peti- 
tioners believe that the resisting and suppressing of the 
*Book of Common Prayer,' . . . and the cherishing 
and countenance of Brownists, Anabaptists, and all manner 
of sectaries," &c.* In his address to the Scots, he describes 
the army as abounding in Brownists, Anabaptists, and other 
sectarie&t '^ You shall meet with no enemies but traitors," 
ha said, when appealing to his army, ''most of them 
Brownists, Anabaptists, and Atheists; such who desire to 
betray both the Church and the State, and who have already 
condemned you to ruin for being loyal to me."j: 

* daiendon, voL iiL, p. 112. f Jbid, p. 187. VoL iv., p. 747. 

t Clazendon, p. 7. On the other side, we select the following of the 
•tme date : — "I fibrat observed that there is no such hating nor traducing 
of the king, as I was told before ; they pray for him in their pulpits for 
the tnining oi his heart, and the return of his Royal power; only their 
paiiq>hletB do justly whip their court vices, the supreme sins, whilst ours 
do call them virtues. I observe their religion is to pray, preach, and 
practiBe only the Word of God, and to have no dealings with Popery, or 
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During the close of 16i5, some of our bretliren had i 
to hold a. disputation with Air. Calaniy, and otJiers i 
city. The interpoaition of the mayor prevented thia. 
document is singular, and may intei-est our readers. I: 
follows ; — 

" Whercaa, at the entresitj' of Mr. Calamy, aod other 
it yraa represented to me bj~ certoja citizena, I did lately ffni 
allowimce to them, to meet and dispute with ccrtftln Auah^ii*' 
and whereas, I understand that in pursiioiice of that allowance 
ia a public dispntation inteud'ed on Wednesday next, Deoerabo' V 
the chtu-ch at ^Idermanhury, and that there is likely to be an all 
ordinary concourse of people from all ports of the city, bdiI bl 
other places; and that in these times of distraction there m^l 
hazard of the disturbance oE the pubhc peace ; I have thaA 
thought fit, upon serious consideration, for preventing the tnciwnri 
ences that may bappea therefrom, to forbid the said llKiritiin 4 
Wednesday next, or at any «ther time, in a pubhc «ray, betMti 
shall receive the pleasiu^ of the Honourable House of Pariiaari 
touching the same, which with all conveniency I ahnll 

" TsoMAii Adam, 
"Thia first of Deer., J64o."* 

Though increasing in numbers, the progress of » 
wa3 marked by much suffering. The old leaven o 
tion Btill existed in the Senate. Ouardiana of the t 
they imagined, they were anxious for a uniformity in i 
and practice ; whilst the Presbyterian faction, now t 
strong, inflamed that spiiit, and excited it to veogewwe (I 
all opposed to them. The Baptists felt it. Every wh* 
were in danger. Only on two examples can we b 
present. liberated from prison, Henry Denne was t 

anything like it; nnd if we ca]l them Inilependen 
BrownlBta fur tliia. let be all tbo^e. and call idc worst if you ct 
mon; of a Rojolist. Mercuriui Britiuinicus, No. xlix., Sq 
'■ For though nil Sir W. WsUer'i Anabiptiitt and Brownisti, h 
foot, were there (near Oxford}, sod not id muiy abaent as to maica q 
cnnTenticIe, yet durst they not adTentDre on 600 of his Hajeatj** I 
— HeroDnai Anlicu. August, 1644, pp. 1112, 1116. HereDiiv 
niims. Sept, 1M4, p. 38T. 

* Fide Perfect Paauges, ke.. p. 4M. 
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in his eflbrta to diffiobie the tmlh. Or«r Tuioiis puts cf 
XdnoolDflhire and Huntii^doii be tnve^ed, ppi^i.fr>g tJ^ 
Oospel and planting dmidiaL His soeoess wat cmsdenl^ 
To the leoords <^ the d mreh es at Waibors and Feossarvn, 
the read» is lefe ite d ior ample de«nils c€ his nKceanU 
non.* In 1646 he yisited ^Mldirg. and fiTwHr-.g his tktt- 
bleeaed, several penons expressed a desre to pevSeas Chiist 
by haptiam. Fearing the Kulthndc. night wbs dioaen as 
the saftsk time for the baptism. Two men and tvo wo me n 
then foUowed their Lord about mi^inight. The fiiet wbs 
noised afacoad in a day or two. Denne w^u called hetat^ 
the magistrate: It was on Sunday when the wanant wna 
executed, and Mr. Benne was dragged to prison and pre- 
vented preaching. Before this ^'unpaid one^ he wils stridly 
examined. He confoased that he had often preached, bi^ 
declined admitting anything aboat baptism. Before the 
same awfol tribunal a Toong woman was called, the com- 
panion or rather an attendant on the females on the oocasioQ 
of their baptism. Threatening to commit him to Lincofaiy 
Mr. Denne boldly replied that he cared not for himself he 
only dreaded the hindrance it would be to his great work. 
Mr. Samuel Oates, in connexion with Mr. Lambe, had car- 
ried on evangelistic efforts in many parts of Eaeex, Kent, && 
Many were converted and baptized by them. The popu- 
larity of Oates was great. 1£ we are to believe Edwards, 
''no magistrates in the coimty do meddle with him.'^f A 
young woman, baptized by this minister, died some weeks 
after. His enemies raised the ciy that her death was the 
result of the baptism. By order of the magistrates, he was 
thrown into prison, heavily ironed, and treated as a mxurderer. 
The trial was conducted at Chelmsford. Every effort was 
made by his enemies to secure his conviction, but fiulure 
marked them. The mother of the girl gave evidence that 

* Becords of the Church of Christ, kc. Hans. Enolljs Society, 
t Gangieana, p. 2. 
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her daughter vaa in better health after her baptism tin 
hcfore. The case broke down in court, and the jury, to ik 
mortification of his enemies, acquitted Mr. Oates. 

The profoundest i-everence for the Divine W^ord does IW 
secure us at all times from danger. Under it the apinti^ 
truth may he violated, whilst the letter raay have the fnlWA 
adherence. Instances of this might he multiplied from ik 
teaching of this period. Our brethi-en were not exceptidH 
Holding and teaching with a cleamess aad power th« gieU 
verities of the Gospel above many, yet Bome vere kit W 
name and form to adopt practices which modem timet bm 
repudiated, and which only few then adopted. The lariij 
on of the handa of the elder or pastor of the church on Ha 
baptized, was now introduced It appeai-a to have bwu £n» 
practised amongst the English Baptists, in theOeneralBaptiS 
church over which Mv. Barber presided. Mr- Dan vers gin* 
ua the following account of its rise : — " About the year Hit, 
some twenty -aeveu yeai-s ago, one Mr. Cornwall, heretofbtvft 
public preacher, then a member and minister of a baptiad 
congregation in Kent, was a great assiater of this princijJf 
and practice; who coming about that time into that b«pti»J 
congregation tlien meeting in Bishopagate Sti-eet, Londra, il^ 
from Hebrews v. 13, 13, and vi. 1, 2, preach the necwsitf 
of laying on of hands, inferring from thence that tUo«- ihat 
were not under laying on of hands were not babes in Chiirt 
Jesus, had not God, nor conununion with God. \V'herctii><:B 
seversd of that congregntion were persuaded to come uiiJir 
that practice; and which, notwitlistanding, the church in 
tendemess indulged to them, upon their promise of a j<ea» 
able demeanour in the church. Notwithstanding which |ico> 
miae, they did aftei-wards not only press their said persoauooi 
uncharitably, as they had been taught by their afomuJ 
teacher, viz., tliat none were babes in Christ, nor luul eoa- 
mnnion with God vithout it, therefore not to be 
cated with in church orjinancea (and as after was 
in print, by a leading brother amongat them, in a 
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called ^Grod's Oracles and Christ's Doctrine'), but made a 
rent and a separation for the same, and from that very 
schism propagated the same principles and practices amongst 
many others in the nation ever since, who have kept that 
distance from their brethren (not owning the same), as not 
esteeming or communicatiDg with them as the trae church 
of God, because defective in one of the requiring principles 
or foondations of the Christian religion.*'* 

Probably these proceedings, and others which our space 
does not allow us to detail, may be traced to Presbyterian 
influence. ^ About this time (1646), the ' Directory' became 
the established form of public worship, instead of ihe 
'Common Prayer,' &c. As the hierarchy of bishops was 
abolished, the Presbyterian govemment in every congrega- 
tion subordinate to classical, provincial, and national assem- 
blies and elders, chosen accorduig to certain regulations, 
became the ecclesiastical order of the country, to the exclu- 
sion of other religious distinctions. Thus the Presbyterian 
party in the Commons restored, in effect, the Act of Uni- 
formiiy, but to their own advantage. This was substituting 
one tyranny for another, and it must have appeared a very 
strange proceeding on the parts of those who, under the 
Episcopalian rule, had cried out so much for liberty. "f 
Daring this year, Whitelocke tells us that " a remonstrance 
from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of 
London was presented to both Houses, desiring a strict 
course for suppressing all private and separate congregations. 
That all Anabaptists, heretics, &c,, as conformed not to the 
public discipline, may be declared and proceeded against^" 

Not only did some of their ministers fill very high places 

* Laying on of Hands, kc; by H. Danvers, p. 58. 

ir JyAuhignffn Protectorate, p. 63. 

X IfemorialB, voL ii, p. 25. About the same time, the Parliament of 
Seoiland asked "that all Anabaptists, Independents, and Separatists may 
lie nippieaMd, and no toleration of any of item,** -Ibid, toL ii, p. 307. 
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in the army, as commanding troop, filling chftplatndi^ 
and the like, but men of emineace and rank united wtf 
thorn. Selection only can be adopted." John Tombw «i 
a mail of profound acholarship; not only familiar wit 
theology in tlie widoat sense, but, as all conversant with li 
works will admit, not 1«k3 so with classical literatim 
Wood's testimony is that of one detesting his principle^ nj 
may be, therefore, accepted without any discoant: — "Hi 
showed himself a most excellent disputant, a ] 
incomparable parts, well veraed in the Hebrew and Qrm 
langu^ea." Referring to Baster, ho saya: — "Theyp 
against one another's doctrines, Tombed being tlten I 
preacher at Bewdley, "which ho kept with Lemater," i 
" Tombes was the CoryphsBus of the Anabaptists, and t 
of the Preabyteriaaa. Both had a very great cotapaay 4 
auditors, who came many miles on foot round about tl 
admire them. Once, I think oftener, they disputed fall 
to face, and their followers were like two armies; and il 
last it came so to {miss t3iat they fell together by the <n( 
whereby hurt was done, auil the civil magistrate htd tmdh 
to do to quiet them. All scholars there and then i 
who knew the way of disputing and n 
did conclude tliat Touibes got the better of I 
His body was little and neatly limbed, li 
searching eyti, and was so exceedingly apprehensivo J 
would find out the end upon the first entry of the d 
Doubts appear to have been excited in his mind, from m 
cause, a« to the truth of ijifent baptism. These d 
first laid before the Loudon ministers, but without a 
tion. To the chairman of the committee of the "^ 
minster Assembly, in 1043 and llil4, he presented < 
papers on this subject Keferring to it in his " 

■ " UcU and othiis were chnpkiui Mi. Dall, th( Getwnl't 
lirouKbt lettwn uid tlio utidoi from Oifocd to the I'lu-liuiieiit. Utt'— 1 
^VliiUluvltv, vol ii, p. 42. 

t Wugd'a Xtbu. Oxfonl, *uL U.. p. SBS. 
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says: — ^'It is now full nine months since, that being 
informed by one of the members of the Assembly, of which 
yon are one, that there was a committee chosen out of the 
members of the Assembly to give satisfaction in the point of 
Psedobaptism; and advised by the same person, oat of his 
tender love to me,* to present the reason of my doubts about 
PcBdobaptism to that committee, I drew them up in Latin 
in nine argoments, in a scholastic way, and they were 
delivered unto Mr. Whitaker, the chairman of the com- 
mittee^ about nine months since; to which I added after an 
addition of three more reasons of doubting, with a supple- 
ment of some other things wanting, which was delivered to 
Mr. Tuckney, and joined by him to the former papers. My 
aim therein was, either to find better ground than I had 
then found to practise the baptizing of in&nts, from that 
Assembly of learned and holy men, whom I supposed able 
and willing to resolve their brother in the ministry. . • . 
The success was such as I little expected; to this day I have 
heard nothing from the committee by way of answer to these 
doubts, but I have met with many sermons tending to make 
the questioning of that point odious to ihe people and the 
magistracy."t These "learned and holy men" not only 
refused to solve his doubts, but rested not till they had 
removed him as preacher at the Temple, i 

Another, if less learned than Tombes, was on other grounds 
of equal eminence, — ^we mean Henry Jessey. He had been 
pastor of a church, according to Ivimey, of mixed member- 
ship, since 1637. By various members of known piety and 
intelligence embracing Baptist views, doubts were excited in 
his mind. For some time he prosecuted his investigations, 
and then renounced the former mode of baptism as a modem 

* Probably his foOter-in-law, the author of the *' Christian in Coimplete 
Armoiar.'' 

ir Anti-Ftedobaptism, part ilL, p. 8. Ezamen, ppi 1, 2. 

X We have xnidaid the reference, but aUiuion to it will be found in bi« 
Anti-F^obaptism, as well as to other annoyances to which 1m wtr 
exposed as a Baptist.— Ftart iiL, pp. 8, 9. Irimej, toL l, pfi* IBlf 10L 
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innovation; and told the cliurcli, in 1642, that henwioA 
icameraion would be the mode in which he would adtnioitv 
it. For two or three years hit* pi-actice was to faapti^ 
children by dipping them in water." The growth of B 
principles, and the discuBsion to which it led, told on t] 
mind of Mr. Jeaaey. The consequences w^^re natsn 
Donbte about infanta presented themselves. Dtautiifill 
after his own inTestigations, he submitted his case to km 
of the most eminent of his brethren. The (pinions 4 
Goodwin, Nye, Borrouglis, uud others, fiiiled to give btm 111 
aatiafiiction he desired, and in l5io he was baptized byXi 
KnDllya.t The uSects of this on the church under lus Ml 
we know not; but one tiling is certain, that the S}ari(l 
controversy now i-oae in all its jwwer. Rapid i 
were the assaults on the Baptists, — less from Indepeoded 
than from Presbyterians. The latter appear to have luHl 
them with perfect hatred. Clarendon tells ns, tbat tliQ 
entered into a covcaant witli Charles, in which he agrea ll 
put down AnAbaptiam, ito.f Black prelacy was not noa 
hideous to these men than the Aniibaptiats. fiii niiijiurt 
amongst these was the author of " The Saint's Reiit." 
spirit of Christ was largely participated by Baxter, and tb' 
spirit of anger, wratli, and malice. Singular elemenl* K 
mixed lip in his character. Extremes meet in him . Asa* 
baptism would rouse bia ire, even if wrapt in meditation i« 
"The Saint's Everlasting Rest." Nothing can justify fci' 
language. By what law can we palliate tlie following^ 
" That which is a plain breach of the Sixth Commai 
T/um a/iail itot kill, is no ordinance of (iod, bat » 1 



* "The mode of liaptisin underweut a great cluiDge at th>> liM 
Sprinkling nan imly alldwed in certain caiei. Wlisu iliKiuaed ia llil 
AHetnbly, the appoaitiou was aa atrong agaiiut iprinkliDg, tbat il aM 
only carried by a majority of one; anrl he an Eraatiiui."— RoU " 
Hist, of Baptiim, p. 400. 

t Bnnyan calti him "boneit and Lo!y Mr. Jossey."- ^'orlo, nA E, 
p. 054. 

; Hlrtory, toL t., pp. IW, US, 2ir,. 
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beinous sin. But the ordinary practice of baptizing over 
liead in cold water, as necessaiy, is a plain breach of the 
Sixth Commandment; therefore it is no ordinance of Crod, 
bat a heinous sin. That this is flaJl, murder, and no better, 
being ordinarily and generally used, is undeniable to any 
understanding man; and I know not what trick a covetous 
landlord can find out to get his tenants to die apace, that he 
may have new fines and heriots; likewise to encourage such 
preachers, that he may get them all to turn Anabaptists." 
We cannot find space for his filthy allusions, in attributing 
to immersion all the diseases which may afflict humanity, at 
the dose of which list he says — " In a word, it is good for 
nothing but to despatch men out of this 'world that are 
burdensome, and to ranken churchyards." '' I conclude, if 
murder be a sin, then dipping ordinarily over head in Eng- 
land is a sin ; and if those who would make it mere religion 
to murder themselves, and urge it upon their consciences as 
their duty, are not to be suffered in a commonwealth any 
more than highway robbers, then judge how these Anabap- 
tists that teach the necessity of such dipping are to be suf- 
fered."* Pretty well this, for the saintly Baxter ! 

We have a glimpse of this spiiit, and of some of the diffl- 
culties encountered by others in the adoption of Baptist prin- 
ciples at this time, in Mrs. Hutchinson's memoirs. She says: 
** When formerly the Presbyterian ministers had forced him 
^CoL H.), for quietness' sake, to go and break up a private 
meeting in the Commoners' Chamber, there were found some 
notes concerning Psedobaptism, which, being brought into 
the govemor^s lodgings, his wife, having then more leisure to 
read than he, having perused them and compared them with 
the Scriptures, found not what to say against the truths 
they asserted concerning the misapplication of that ordinance 
to infants; but being then young and modest, she thought it 

* Infant Clu Memb., pp. 134, 135. Much more of this sort will be found 
in Plxdn Scripture Proofs, &c., pp. 134-137. 
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a kind of virtue to submit to the judgmeat and practketf 
most churches^ rather than to defend a singular opioioa a 
her own, she not being then enlightened in that great mt 
take of the national churches: but in this year, ahe hif 
pening to be with child, communicated her doubts to kr 
husband, and desired him to endeavour her aattsfiMiiai, 
which, while he did, he became himself as nwattirialyMi^ « 
rather satisfied, against it. First, therefore, he diligent^ 
searched the Scriptures alone, and could find in than ai 
ground alone for such practice; then he bought and readal 
the eminent treatises on both sides, which at that tioie cant 
thick from the presses, and still was deaied in the enor d 
the Psedobaptists. After this, his wife being bnyaght to b<^ 
that he might, if possible, give the religious party no ofisBOC^ 
he invited all the ministers to dinner, and propoonded Ui 
doubt and the ground thereof to them. None of them oooU 
defend their practice with any satis&ctory reason, but tht 
tradition of the church from the primitive times, and thar 
main buckler of panal holiness, which Tombes and Baiat 
had excellently overthrown. He and his wife^ then, pro- 
fessing themselves unsatisfied in the practice, desired tin 
opinions what they ought to do. Most answered, to 
to the general practice of other Christians, how daxk 
it were to themselves; but Mr. Fozcrafl, one of the A^ 
sembly, said that except they were convinced of the wamai 
of that practice from the Word, they sinned in domg h: 
whereupon that infant was not baptized. And now Ai 
governor and his wife, notwithstanding that they locMck 
not their assemblies, nor retracted their benevolenoes aii 
civilities from them, yet were they reviled by them, cdM 
fimatics and Anabaptists, and often glanced at in Umd 
public sermons. And not only the ministers, bat all tlidr 
aealoos sectaries, conceived implacable malice against thai 
upon this account; which was carried on with a spirit cf 
envy and persecution to the last; though he, on his sid^ 
might well have said to them, as his Master to the oU 
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Pharisees, ^ Many good works have I done among yon, for 
which of these do yon hate me]'*'* 

To check the joogress of sects, no doubt, the L^islatare, 
as the great conservators of religion, issued an ordinance on 
the 26th of April, 1645, forbidding any person to preach 
** who is not ordained a minister either in this or some other 
JdieSanatBd church, except such as, intending the ministry, 
shall be allowed for the trial of their gifts, by those who 
shall be ^apoioted thereunto by both Houses of Parliament." 
This predoas document was ordered to be sent to Fair&z, 
with stciot orders to enforce it, and to report all delinquents. 
This ezeicise of ecclesiastical despotism filing, another, 
mofe stringont still, was issued December 26, 1646. This 
threatened with the high displeasure of the Commons of 
Kngland, any unordained person who should preach, or even 
ttxpoiiud the Scriptures, in any church or chapel, or any 
other public place. Wider still the authority was stretched 
against all such ministers or others as ''shall publish or main- 
tain by preaching, writing,. printing, or in any other way, 
anythiDg against, or in d^radation.of, Church govemment, 
vHiidi is now established by authority of both Houses of 
Parliament; and all Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Mayors, 
duL, 4c., and all officers of the army, are commanded to 
enforce this, and report the offenders." But those dupes of 
Presbytenan power had to deal with m^ not slaves; — ^men 
cf mould quite as strong as theirs, with higher principles of 
actiaD, with a deeper sense of the value and grandeur of 
xoiigioas truth, and with more enlarged and intelligent con- 
ceptions of the will of God. Men who had struggled and 
nffesed, who had dared the monarch and his hosts, who had 
asunder the prelate's yoke, who had looked with calm- 
on the pillory, and never shrank from the prison, were 
iait to be driven from their stead&stness by these threats. 
Sudi men formed the ranks of our brethren. The vanguard 

* Memoin, i».S9. 
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of liberty, the vindictive threats of Preabyterian power ittl 
them not. 

But if they could not arrest the flowing tide of tho<^ 
and liberty, they could puniaL Inatrumenta were alwM 
at command for thia work. The spirit of Mosea waa : 
rife than that of Christ. Upon the Baptists their ind 
tion fell with no light pressure. Inatancea of snfferiog 
already been given. Others demand attention. 

Onward the tide of war had been rolling during the perid 
over which this narrative lias extended. Fi-om eveiy batU(< 
field the infatuated monarch had been driven. London 
other great towns had placed their wealth at the comm 
of the Parliament.' Effort after effort had been made If 
the patriotic leaders to heal the breach, -which Char1«A 
duplicity defeated.+ The chivalrous spirit of bis 
ministers had vanished. His array had imdergone as 
changes. The leaders, as Goring and Greenville, were 



* Tho wealth of London wai immense. The houieliold plate ud 
a1ile trinlteta were lledil^at«d voluntorilj' to their support. " And 1 1 
I luaj' truly &ay that there were f«w goor! cobblen in London but I 
silver beaker,— bo rife were nilver vessels among all conditiiiii>."-S 
Wunriclt, p. 63. 

t "With uiTthing like sincerity □□ the part of the king, meuii ■ 
eoail; hare been liiscoEeied of settling luch ilisputea ns these, 
no deaire that the points in Ubpute shauld be settled except 
aubmisaion to himself. He believed that tho machine of 
could not act without him ; that if he could only keep p 
enough in the condition of dead lock to whicb they we 
his enemies would be mined, or would be forced by 
yielding to his terms. His mind was as fall ai ever of ' 
notions of the sacred and indefeasible ehuracter of hii B( 
All who opposed him were, in liis estimation, wicked rel 
would judge. It wna his place to govern, and that of ~ 
mit. His sins of misi^Teniiiient never occurred to bio 
many yesn his course of action had been tot*Uy wanting in tba ! 
TirtuBB of jnstioe and fair desLng, never entered his mind. II 
troubled him that he sought to govern in defianoe of liii 
in opposition to the even then ncknowledged prindples of tha 
tioD. and in breach of his coronation oath," Ita, — Cbarlea L in 
Camdcu Society. Intro. , pp. viii. , ii. 



f another stamp to the early leaders. TJie former was a 
lebanched, reckless villain ; the other, the most tapucious of 

:rew. Aflfeotioa to the HoyaL cause never swayed them; 

[■ governing principle was the gratification of passion 
tnd the love of plunder. Under their guidance the inferior 
officers and men were moulded. The chivalry of the jmat 
■waa gone. "It was a I'ahble of vagabonds, utterly inilif- 
ferent to the cause, committing day and night the most 
intolerable excesses, and disgusting by their vices a country 
ruined by their extortions." " Fellows," says Clarendon, 
" whom only their friends feared and their enemies laughed 
at, being only terrible in plunder and resolute in running 

With every sect he had tried, except the Baptists. His 
stratagems had all failed. The leading sect^ bad not been 
blinded by his duplicity. Foi-eign aid was hopeless, though 
he had implored it from France. Ireliuid had failed; his 
Holiness had failed; and now his last retreat was encii'cled 
by men whose name waa a. terror to the monarch as well as 
his troops. What should he dol It was the alternative of 
captivity, or liberty in another land. The pathway was 
narrow; the danger was gathering. "I intend to get peace- 
ably to Lynn, when I will try if it he possible to make 
Buch strength as to procure honourable and safer conditions 
from the rebels ; if not, then I resolve to go by aea to Scot- 
land, in case I shall understand that Montrose he in a con- 
dition fit to receive me; otherwise I mean to make for Ire- 
land, Fi-ance, or Denmark." Leaving Oxford, he wandei-ed 

^ 'about for eight days, andtinally joined the camp of the Scots 
. imder Lesly, &c. 

We must pass over the subseci_uont events which marketl 

I tiie infhtuated monarch's life. His attempted escape — his 



• QDiiot, b. vi., p. 279. Cliirendon, vol ii 
ao »c«ndoliied at the Iiorrid iroijiet)' o< oni 
believe that Oud am bleu anj such cause in au 
Lord Digbf. ClaieiiiloD, Stitt« Papers, tuL ii., 



». " Good m 
that they vill D 
1 handa." — Culpepper t 




156 EARLY ENGLISH BAPTISTS. 

unmeaning negotiations — hia deceitful attempta on tk 
popular leaders — hia trial and subsequent execution, w 
lead us too &i from the objects of thia volutae. 1 
pendents are charged with the murder of the Eoyal ws 
as he is called. We are not careful to defend them £na 
this charge. History will do its work in time. People m 
not for kings, but, if at all, kings for the people. Sa-e»M 
royalty has no more right to trample on the m&jestyof In 
than the lowliest peasant. " If a king," says W&lpcl^ 
"deserve to be opposed by force of arms, he deserves d 
If he reduces his servants to that extremity, the blood ifft 
in the quarrel lies on him; the executing him aiterwardiv 
a mere formality."* 

The chtiracter of this monarch has called forth opinifl^ 
of the most opposite natui-e. On the one hand, the a 
and absurd eulogies of his advisers have approached to hi 
phemy. Flattery has exhausted herself, and fancy 1im b 
forth her loftiest power, in clothing him with all bat m 
human viirtues. In the jiages of something caHai'B 
he is poui'trayed as faultless. lu the vildnei 
delirium, the Cavalieis, after the Bestoration, proe 
as a martyr, and the folly of the Legislature w 
setting apart of a day for bewailing the crime. Upon ki 
opponents the vials of holy indignation were ponied. 
terms were too severe to designate the murderers of tl 

• NoblB Aathort, voL iL, p. 69. Bnrton'a Diary, voL ii, p, SSft, ' 
have licord it from the mouths of ja^aj worth; gentlemen, whan ^^4 
was to serve him in the late wars, that they did belieie had he, vii., t 
Idng, by snnieB conquered the I'aj'liaineat, he would have prviTaJ I 
gresteBt tyrant the Eaglish nation ever hod to rule over tham ; ta4. tt 
fore, they did (till pray fur a reconciliation betwut pDjIiament uid II 
but could aerer eudore to hear he should conquer their armies^ ke, i 
BO much, in a manner, clropt out from the month of Knpert, irfio p 
command for BiBcutiog something contrary to the laws, ■ 
acquainted with hia miatike, ' Tush,' qnotb he, ' we will haw ma HMf ' J 
law in England henceforward, but the nronL"*— Lilly'e LiteaadDntkrf I 
Charles L, p. 141. Hyde utters the wuoe opinian.— Letter to Cnl|n.H*B 
Clarendon, vol. it, p. ill. 
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Lord's anointed. The measure of loyalty was often estimated 

by the intense hatred with which these men, and those who 

flympathised with them, were hated. The day of the " Eoyal 

Martyr^s" death was hailed as the appropriate occasion, when 

the wailing of the unprincipled, and the roar of the 

sycophant, against the Nonconformist, was heard the 

loadest and the longest. * From the Episcopal throne to the 

humblest rural church, the glories of the martyred sovereign 

weore the annual theme upon which genius displayed its 

inveotlve power, erudition its stores of literary lore, and 

impaanoned hatred its distilled violence. It was the time of 

the nation's sorrow; the period of her profound humiliation 

fi»r the enormous guilt which had been contracted. We could 

multiply pages of this nonsense. A sample or two must 

saffioBw These bishops and dignitaries speak: — ^^ When the 

crown of our head was £a.llen, then also the joy of our heart 

wto oeased, and our dance was turned into mourning: for 

Has onr heart was faint, for these things our eyes were dim, 

as the prophet Jeremiah complains" (Lam. v. 8). ** When the 

breath of our nostrils was expired, all faces were turned into 

palenflBS, as the same prophet complains : when the Father 

of our country, the anointed of the Lord, was taken in 

tteir pits, we were as orphans, and fatherless " (Lam. v. 3). 

* The beauty of Israel is slain ! How are the mighty fallen ! "* 

Thns Sancrofb raved: — ''Those papers, I mean that related 

tiie martyrdom of the best Protestant in these kingdoms, 

and incomparably the best king upon earth, Charles the 

pious and the glorious, with whom fell the Chureh and the 

kiii^[doiin, religion and learning, and the rewards of both, and 

an the piety and honesty which the nation could hope for in 

iUfl world. And now the breath of our nostrils being taken 

svaj, we only draw in so much as we render again in sighs^ 

and wish apace for the time when God shall call for it all."f 

Bat enough of this rant. 

* Worthiiigton^s Diary, vol. i, p. 31. Camden Society. 
i* Life, vol. L, p. 44. 
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From soim; moti of his time — men who had felt the in 
hand of oppression, whose liberties had been invadeil, ai 
who had struggled with him in the Senate and i 
field — the estimate is widely different. They paint hin M 
a tyrant whom no law could bind, in whose promise n 
fidence could be ]>laced, and as a monarch destitute of il 
those principles which ai'e demanded by a constitutiM^ 
Government. His death, they declare, t 
liberties of the nation, and to the life of the noblest and di 
most patriotic of her sons. The contrast is stnhdnj, oA 
the portraits are very imliie. Which ia the accurate « 
Histoiy should know no party. Her aim should be tntt^ 
and only tnith. Happily, in our day, she is itiming ^t tJ 
Steadily and increasingly she is throwing her purest Ugfac m 
the past. The miats of ignorance and prejudice are retiriq^ 
and things are appearing as they are, unveiled, beicm «t 
Our readers will bear witli us, if before closing this cb«i>M| 
we offer a remark or two on the character of thia miagidid 
and unfortunate man. 

National degradation — the overthrow of dynasties ti 
prostration of the illnstrious, are not sudden. Thcf ti 
generally the effects of causes which have long been tf*- 
rating; the criais of some steady but certain revolution, tt 
was so with Charlos. His father's detestable policy laid d 
foundation of his ruin. Nurtured from infancy in 11 
loftiest notions of kingly prerogative, it grew with kit 
growth and augmented with his years. He was ftiH (f 
haughty pretensions, and regarded every opposition to In 
will OS fraught with the seeds of i-ebellion. These aotJoM 
were sustained by his favourite and unprincipled ministeo^ 
whilst many of the clergy h»boui-ed with sleepless »eal •», 
uphold the Divine right of kings.* It was the evil Btu<» 




10 taJented, but ns a common peraon, yet by the Utdo: 

1 eutten that intereat, that, in a lOit, nil Ibe key* uf E 

land huiG at liU eirdle. Tlio Dnke of BuokuigliaDi haJ the m 

iheae Uiinga, ss it were gonenill j conceived ; for what wai 
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his reign. In his deepest distress it ruled him; in his inter- 
course with his opponents it defeated every offer of peace. 
The nation lived for him, and not he for the nation. *^ The 
anointed of the Lord/' the representative of the Deity, he 
was above all law, and could rule the nation according to 
his own will.* 

Charles's marriage with the daughter of France was pro- 
ductive of untold misery. Not only did it involve him with. 
Philip of Spain, but her influence over him was extreme. 
To her he yielded when he should have been firm, and 
allowed affection for her to operate when his own judgment 
should have been exercised. His love for her was pure and 
ardent. To tlie last it was so. Judging from the state- 
ments of men of her time, she had much in her appearance 
to charm and hold captive a man of Charles's character. 
" We have now a most noble new Queen of England, who in 
tme beauty is beyond the loog-wooed Infanta; for she was 
of a &ding flaxen hair, big lipped, and somewhat heavy eyed; 
bat this daughter of France, this youngest branch of Bom*bon 
(being but in her cradle when the great Henry, her father, 
was put out of the world), is of a more lovely and lasting 
complexion — ^a dark brown. She hath eyes that sparkle like 
stars; and for her physiognomy, she may be said to be a 
mirror of perfection," <fec.t 

Intensely Eomanist, she was ever surrounded by indi- 
viduals of that fisdth, who too frequently used her influence 
over Charles to their advantage, t Self-willed, impulsive. 



determine in Church or commonwealth — ^in court or Council —in peace or 
var — at land or at sea — at home or abroad?** — ^Archbishop Abbott's Nar- 
atiTe. Bushworth, p. 457. 

* "Fifteen years had he reigned when this Parliament was called 
(IMO). So long had the laws been violated (more than any king), the 
liberties of the people invaded, and the authority of Parliament, by which 
kwB and liberties are supported, trodden under foot," &c.— May's Re- 
view of the History of the Parliament of England, &c., p. 3. Maseres 
Tracts, voL L t Howell's Letters, p. 190. 

X Her confessor not only made her walk from St. James's to Tyburn, 



160 EARLY EirOLraH BAPTISTS. 

and full of passion, tlie domestic drcle waa at time* tiolrf, 
the calmest order. " The queen," says Meade, " homovfc 
little of stature, is of spirit and vigdur, and seems of a nun 
than ordinary resolution. With one frown, divers of ■ 
being at Whitehall to see lier lieing at dinner, and tiie mm 
somewhat heated with the iire and company, she drove tad 
out of the chamber. I suppose none but a queen codl 
have oast such a scowl."* " When compelled to dismiss 
of her French attendants, her anger waa imperisL Skt 
stani])ed with her foot, tore her hair, and with her ddiair 
hands broke the glass in the windows, and various i 
around her. The king's aiTection for her, we ar« told, 
composition of conscience aaid love, and generosity and |i»S- 
tude; insomuch that he saw with her eyes and determiwd 
with her judgment; she was admitted to the knowledge ml 
participation of the most secret affairs, and thonght tbj 
could dispose of all favours as Buckinghum had done. 
she did not more desire to be possessed of this power, 
that all mankind should take notice that she was 
of it," Jsc.t 

"bat ludmodc her to Ualible in tko diit, ia n foul man ing, boniSi 
set House to St. Jameg's, bet laoiferioiu coofeuor riding alung by h«li 
his ooacli. Yo have mode her to go barefoot, to ijud, to cat her ai "* 
of disliei, to nut at the tshleB, to serve her •emuit*," b. — I 
Meade, 1626. Court and Times of Cbules L, ToL i., p. 110. 

• Letter to Sir M. StuteviUo. Tlia Times and Court •" 
(London, Cnlbum.) In the same Tulnme no have ■ 
scene i^^^The king and queen dioing togeUier in tbe 
being there to say same, the confeBsor would hare prere 
that Kacket shoved him away. Wberenpon the contestoe « 
queen's side, and was about to lay gracfl Bgnia, but tbat tl 
the diihea unto him, and the earveri falling to tbcir bi 
When the dinner was dona, he tbonght, standing by tl 
been befDro Mr. Backet, but Mr. Eaoket got Die start ■( 
fenor, neverthelei*, began bi) emce u loud u Mr. Haaka^ w 
conf Dflon that the king, in ■ great panion, initaatlf rasa tnm A* h 
and taking the queen bj the baud, retimd into the bedabaabw;'" 
Court and Tiniei of Charles L, vol i , p. 62. 

+ life of daraadoB, vol i., p. IS5. Warbnrtoo's Bnpart m 
Cavalion, p. 130 (NoU). 
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To her influence may be traced the flood tide of evil 
which Anally engulphed Charles. The attempt to seize the 
five members in the Commons House, so d^rading to his 
own dignity, so insulting to the majesty of the law, and so 
deetructiye of all confidence in him, was no doubt her 
prompting.* As the difficulties of the monarch augmented, 
her interferences multiplied. In matters of the highest 
moment she must be consulted. She extorted from him the 
promise to receive no person into £sivour who had discarded 
him, and not to make peace without her mediation, f As one 
has said, with justice, *^ Born to be his ruin, she decidedly 
objected to his concessions. Although she had herself urged 
his absolute submission to the Presbyterian government, she 
disliked his partial surrender. She taunted him with having 
yielded his ground of conscience, and abandoned his prin- 
<sipleB of divine right, by his concession of three years— an 
-argument which touched the king to the quick." His letters 
exemplify the £sital influence she exerted over him, and pro- 
bably no one individual contributed more largely to his ruin 
than this imperious woman. Un-English in her tastes and 
notions, separated from the people by her religion, and never 
Able to form the slightest idea of the depth and fervour of 
their opinions, it is clear, from the letters before us, that the 
future of England was laid at the feet of this imprincipled 
Iady.J 

Finally, her influence, instead of healing, widened the 
breach between her husband and the Parliament. At all 
times jealous of her power, she laid claim to unbounded 
authority on her arrival from the continent with supplies 
to the distressed monarch. Around her she gathered her 

* Fonter^B Airest of the Five Members. 

f life of ClBrendon, vol. i., pp. 179, 186. 

t Charles L in 1646. Intro., p. 26. "The fatal destiny of the king 
TtJaed up an enemy in his own consort. His escape to France was 
denonnoed by her, to whom alone he was sincere ; her word had ever been 
Ids law ; she was now, as she had ever been, the instrument of his ruin." 
— -Warbarton^s Prince Bupert, vol. iii, p. 395. 



162 EARLY GHOUSH BAPTISTS. 

creatures, and ihreateneil the councils of the few wise 
principled men who adhered to Charles." 

Nor must we overlook another feature in the charoetettf 
the man whom bishops and dignitaries have proclaimed 
world as the model of Christian piety, and as a mort^to Al 
fiiith. None could trust him. On his word no relitmce ccnH 
be placed. From his youth he manifested this '^'tBJmnlii'wfc 
No man living was a greater master in this art, says Idllf J 
The weight of his father's example had crea^ted and snstaiiMl 
it. It marked all his interconrse at home, and not li 
dealings with other nations. May gives us an ezam|4K- 
" £Ce openly protested before God, with horrid imprecBtko^: 
that he endeavoured nothing so much as the preserrstioii' 
the Protestant religion and rooting out of Popery. Ye^Ji 
the meautime, underhand, he promised to the Irish i 
an abrogation of the laws against them, which -was coO 
to Ilia late expressed pTomises, in these words : / toiU : 
abrogate ths laws agairmt the PapieU. And again ht 
I ab/tor to think of bringing foreign toldiers into At ■ 
dom; and yet he solicited the Duke of Lorraine, the 
the Danes, and the very Irish, for aaaiatimce."! 

This vice was inonrable; for he held himself botind \tj\ 
engagement with rebellious subjects, and he meditated th 
ruiu whilst he implored their aid. || Event after etti 
during the progress of the civil war, augmented tlie 



* WarburtDii, vol. ii., p. 300. "1 give thee puwcr to ■prauuMa im I 
luuno-fto wliom thou thinkeflt most fit), that I will take ntnj aB I 
yteaiH la,wa ogHJiut the Butoaa Catholics In EngUuid, us iinon m Ool A 
oiiablo me to lio it ; 80 tts by their maana, or in their favour*, I IMJ hi 
no powerful uaistuice a» nin; deserve bo great faroor, ud anri)l*aN 
.lo it."— CharlBB to hia Wife, Mnich, 1645. LuiUow. p. 487. Bbnhr 
Onaond in relatioQ to the lnii\.~Ibid, p. 4OT. Decemtier 16, 1811 

t Life of Charlss. Ma»«r» Trada, vol. i. 

t Hftf . p. TS. HiuarM Traota, voL i. 

II Ouiiot, vol iL, p. 97. HaiiaiiU<r'B Samyi, vol, i, pp^ 33, 4X ' 
D'AubignE'aProteDtante.pp. ISO, 161. The mostnobla.iiuBded Wdfl 
cnltiea in jaiuing him. " If they ded to Oxford,' wyi KamUa, **d 
were terrified with the lyatemaUc falsehood that oh«rmeterii>d i fy 
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of the patriots. The letters of the king seized on the hattle- 
field revealed the hypocrisy which goyemed him. Guizot 
is truthful when he says: '^It was clear that he had never 
desired peace; that in his eyes no concession was definitive, 
no promise obligatory; that, in reality, he relied only on 
force, and stiU aimed at absolute power: finally, that, 
despite protestations a thousand times repeated, he was 
n^;ociatiiig with the King of France, the Duke of Lorraine, 
with all the princes of the continent, to have foreign soldiers 
sent into England for his purposes. Even the name of 
Parliament, which just before, to obtain the conference at 
Uxbridge^ he had seemed to give the houses at Westminster, 
was but a deception on his part, for in giving it he had pri- 
vately protested against his official proceeding, and caused 
hia protest to be inscribed on the minutes of the council at 
Oxford.''* 

lUpoii all parties he tried this unmanly, not to say unkingly 
ooozse. ^I am not without hope that I shall be able to 
draw either the Presbyterians or Independents to side with 
me for extirpating the one or the other; that I shall really 
be king again."t Even his commissioners, employed to 
treat with the agents of the Parliament, he commanded to 
ixudnnate, in their private intercourse, that the actors in the 
great conflict were ^'arrant rebels, and that their end must 

of their ^thless master, and oppressed with the miserable conviction that 
the jwwTwp^i ci the cause in which they f oo^^t would be the downfall of 
the liberties of their country." — Ibid, pp. xxi., xxii. 

♦ English Eev., b. vi., p. 277. Evelyn*s Mem., app. ii., p. 90. " There 
were 9,000 foreigners, men of all nations, levied by the Duke of Lorraine 
Mwi the Prince of Orai^, and put into the Isle of Burcombe, to be thence 
trinsported for the service of the King of England. The first design 
WSB, that these men, with some additional numbers, under the ocmduct 
of Jjnd Qoring, should endeavour the surprisal of the Isle of Wight, and 
iho^iy reLease the king.'' — Hyde to Lord Jermyn. Clarendon, voL ii, 
lip. 466, 456. 

•f 'Outes Ormond, voL ui., p. 452. Lingard, voL x., p. 327. ''I hope 
I iBaed not remember you to cajole well the Independents and the 
Boots."— Charles to the Doke of Richmond. Ludlow, p. 501. 
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be damtiiitioD, ruin, and inikm}', except they repent, ud 
found some way to free ttemselveB from the danmable "^ 
they were in."* 

Whilst Le was negotiating vith. Cromwell and hia OM 
panions in arms for hia i-eatoration to supreme power, ■ 
intercepted letter to the queen disclosed to tbera tk 
hypocrisy of the mooaroh, and the preeiplce on which Ot^ 
stood. Checking her for her finding fault with his prooit 
to theni, he says : " She might be easy, for he should kiuv 
in due time how to deal with the rogues, who, instead of ■ 
silken garter, should be fitted with a hempen cord," FwB 
tliat moment hope was gone. Their own safety yi 
comjiatibie with the life of the truthless monarch,^ 

Infamous as this vice was,— for no social or political elef»- 
tlon can render the individual who practises it free fi 
the profoundeat contempt and scorn of upright nuMit 
against the nation and its highest social and political rigUll 
he hud perpetiuted a ciitue which showed him gnil^ tf 
treason against the Commonwealth, Before the 
of civil strife bad been unfurled, he sought to suatAia U| 
rule, and to crush the rising liberties of the people, by m 
troops from the continent. The majesty of law waa to gi 
way to the glittering spear, and the liberty to oppren nm 
to be maintained by the hired ruffinns of some contananMl 
despot. Deeper and deeper he plunged into this crinu^ M 
the prowess of Fairfax and Cromwell showed the hopelMfe 
ness of bis reckless entcrjtriBe. The damning facts are n 
titudinoua. One or two will BufSce for our present p 
So early as 1638 he sought "to draw an army of ]0,OI 

• Chiirlea r, in 1046 (Note). Evelyn's Diuiy, Tol. W., p. 137. 

f Hemoin of Sii J, Berkeley. Mnaercs Tract*, tuI. L, pp. 386, 387. 
B letter ndclnuaed to the queen, wiiiob Croinwell and Ireton iittcreql 
•A the Blue Bnur, lu Holbon], Ctuulea aaid : " For tbe rot, I aloaa nd 
atand 1117 position. Be quite eaay u to the coacessioni vhiel) I ■ 
gnuit. When the time comes 1 bIibII very well know how to Inal U 
rogu«, and initead of « silkoo. garter. I will fit Uicm with ■ hMq 
cord."— Ctifc Guiiut's Eng]i>h Rat. , b. vi. , p. 3&1. 
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men from Flanders^ with sncli caationaiy conditions as his 
Majesty need not fear, and yet his ill-afiected sabjects should 
not dare to budge. Nor would a £ur greater army of our 
own men awe the subjects half so much as a few foreign 
forces. And one main caution to his Majesty was to have 
some subjects of his own in joint commission with the head 
commander of these foreign forces,'' &c 

'^ Three weeks since I sent you word of my resolution to 
taste (ne) the Spaniards about their siding with his Majesty, 
if the Scotch and English Puritans should attempt at home, 
and their brother Hollanders and French fonient their 
attempts," &c* 

On the same mission Colonel Gage was sent to the Car- 
dinal €U)vemor of the Netherlands. His instructions were 
definite. So they run : '^ You shall represent to him that 
the number which we desire for the present service is 6,000 
foot and 400 horse. Take special care that the men be able, 
and their arms complete and serviceable, and the like for 
the horse. You must use great secresy, dexterity, and 
expedition in this business; and take care that it be not 
divulged, seeing, if the party in Scotland should come to the 
knowledge of it, it would be utterly overthrown, "t 

Later on, in a letter to his wife, Charles says : *' I must 
again tell thee that most assuredly France will be the best 
-way for transportation of the Duke of Lorraine's army, there 
being divers fit and safe places of landiog there, upon the 
western coast, besides the ports under my obedience," &c.X 
Jn another letter to his wife, he wishes her to invite the 



* Claiendon, State Papers, vol. ii, pp. 19, 21. 

i" Tbidj ToL ii, p. 24. Other instances, pp. 31, 50, 51. 

X Bated March 30th, 1641. Ludlow, p. 482, App. The queen says in 
reply that the duke had promised to bring 10,000 men. — Ibidf p. 507. 
Whilst thus seeking the overthrow of his adversaries by a foreign power, 
Charles, in a declaration from Newark, March 9th, 1641, said to the Par- 
fiament : " Whatever you are advertised from Rome, Venice, Paris, of the 
Pope's nuncio, soliciting France, Spain, &c., for foreign aid, we are confi- 
dent no sober honest man in our kingdom can believe that we are so 
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Fope, and tiie Komaa Catholics of England, to lielp Un 
in && restoration of Episcopacy in England, on condite 
of hia giving them full liberty of conscience.* The hi^n} 
of this period is fuil of proof of the treason of the jaaaiai 
against tlie State. 

We Iiave only to add, that in forming a, true estimated 
the character of Charlea, the religions element of the timt 
should not be overlooted. His devotion to the hierardii 
was intense. That he was swayed by the narrow lad 
superstitious-minded Laud admits of no donht. The semi' 
Papist had all power. Against the sternest principle vhU 
ever swayed the mind of man, Charles was precipitated ij 
his spiritoal guide. T!ie attempt was disastroiia. H* 
Puritan principle was interwovea with the religious lift id 
England. The Laudian school violated its most de^^ 
cherished sympathies. Tlie leaders of the nation ■•«» 
devout religious men, who claimed free exercise for thfif 
religion; but, iuseparahle from the Protestant RefomiatisB 
and its overthrow of Roman Catholic bondage, to when 
immediate inspiration they owed their greatness, was ti» 
passion for civil freedom not less than for religious tne- 
dom.t The violence of Laud only facilitated the destructiMi 
of the throne and the cLurch. Charles was profesBeJlT 
intensely attached to the Episcopal platform, thou^ of tbe 
full extent of this there is I'eason to suspect.^ In & let 
to the queen ha says, referring to his willingness in 
give up the militia, " The retaining of it is not of so u 
consequence (1 am far 6roni. saying none) as is thought, v 

desperate ur so sbuhIsbs to eateitam audi designs aa vmUd ■ 
bring this oar kingduiu in certain destniotion uid rulti, but <n 

und jHntiirit)' in peipeCiul scom and infamy."— Ludlov. CcAm 

Letters, p. 518. Letter to Lurd Digby from Luril Jermjii, pp. 513, M 

* Lotters of Clmrles. duuden Sodaty . Forater's EmjB, toL L, p. 

+ Funtar, toL L, p. 174, 

t "Though he (Chorlm) ahoold awear it, no man irill biHn* 11 
ho stioka mnn Bpiacopaoy for ai " ~ 

IMd DaliTinple. tdL u.. p. l&G. 
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out the (xmourraace of other things. If the* pnlpit teacli 
not obedience (which will never be if Presbjrterian govern- 
ment is absolutely settled) the Crown will have little comfort 
in the militia."* Pepys gives us the following, on the autho- 
rity of Mr. Blackburne: '^ He told me that to his knowledge 
(being present at every meeting at the treaty in the Isle of 
Wi^t) that the old king did confess himself overruled and 
oonvinoed in his judgment against the bishops, and would 
have sufifored, and did agree to exclude the service out of 
the chnrnhefl^ nay, his own chapeL He did always say, that 
Hub he did, not by £:>rce, for he would not abate one inch by 
anj videnoe, but what he did was out of his reason and 

jnijgmfint."t 

Nor. was this all. The majority of the L^islature, and 

probably of the nation, were intense haters of Popery. The 
maniftrt tendency of Laud and many of the bishops in this 
dirootion, sharpened their hostility to Episcopacy. Again 
and. again it was denounced in the Senate. Law after law 
uttB. passed for its repression. Its existence and growth 
stood in the front of every list of grievances. The rc^collec- 
tianof the past augmented this. It haunted these men of 
j^snciple at all times. The sympathy of the court with it 
was uxmiistakabla The queen and her household were only 
tools in the hands of the priesthood, j: Through her the 
monarch was influenced. We have seen the effects of this 
already in the household of Charles. Later on, he looked to 
the Catholics as the mainstay of his power against the Parlia- 
ment Hordes of savage Irish were imported to desolate the 



* darendon, State Papers, voL ii., p. 296. 

i* Diaiy, toL ii, pp. 117, 118. 

X ThA numbers and the influence of the Catholics in the early part of 
the leign were considerable. " It was a less crime,** says one, " to violate 
» maid upon an altar, than to settle amongst us the belief of the Pope's 
infallibility." In the course of his reign, it is said Charles liberated 11,000 
IBiMtB.— Disraeli's Com. Charles I., pp. 36, 172, 175, 17& W. Piynne, 
with his usual industry, has gathered a mass of information on this sub* 
jeot. He states them at 4000.- Fuller, p. lOL 
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coimtty, whilst from foreign nations their presence i 
invoked to Becm-e liia triumph. Everything deepened i 
conviction npoa the minds of the leaders of the natiOD, t 
Popery would not only be tolerated, but invested with pcwf. 
A calamity more awful nnd disastrous to the highest mte- 
i-estfl of the nation could not he felt; a severer pi'oof of Uvv 
Divine displeasure against a people cfiuld not be e 
they felt, and under its impulse they acted for the lil* 
of body and mind. 

No one can rightly estimate the conduct of these men, 
without taking them, and other matters our space does not 
even suffer us to indicate, into full consideration. Their 
circumstancca aiJmitted of no alternative. One paity mnit 
suffer. Either they were traiUii-s, and would suffer the 
annihilating weight of Royal vengeance, — and they vdl 
knew that it would be so, if victory crowned tlie eflbrts rf 
the rebel king,* — or, as a traitor gainst the constitution be 
hud sworn to protect, he mant bear the punishment whitk 
the violated majesty of the law would inflict. We t 
that there was no alternative. Self interest, the libeiif f| 
the nation, the power of law,— all that was dear to n 
that was elevating to the nation, demanded sa with t 
voice the deatli of the tyrant. Posterity hua at last jw 
their decision. + 



* "Never had tba paople of EnelBiid, in lo ■Jvaneeil a state ol 
Bition, been mbjcct to &d oppreBsinn bo general, »o oitiona, to H 
I'ddesined by aught that could eitlier flatter the nation, or 
a, piirtifular clasB."— life ot Clarendon, voL L, pp. 4i-5. 
'■ ballied liia Parliament, a< n tyrant hi« re/rantory (Ure." He 
nothing which he did not hope aeorotljr to regain. — Fortter, toL i.^ _ 
"It hflabeen his (CharWi) constant unhappinesa to give nothing iati 
all thingn have been given Kt but, but he hu even lost t' 
his gifta liBve been coveted, coniitrained, and extorted." — Bitillie (o B 
iltnuin. Daliymplo, vat iL, p. 167. 

t "To ipeak my own thonghba, I could never lec aajpUce of t^K 
Tertament (which ii moat iniiated cjn) did, to my nnder»t«odiu|, ai 
Riril; infer defennve anna in nihjecta to be alwaji, upoB all o 
abaolutely unlavf u] ; and, indeed, when I eonrider it, I ca; 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE COMMONWEALTH AND PROTECTORATE. 

Republican principles had rapidly increased during the 
war. Many of the leaders in the Parliamentary army had 
imbibed them, and, in the mixed hosts which followed, 
these democratic views prevailed. Cromwell, Lambert, Fleet- 
wood, Harrison, Ireton, and other men of rank, were all 
avowedly in fiivour of a Commonwealth. They declared that 
all power was in the people, and that Government existed 
only for their benefit. Probably their position invested this 
form of government with commanding interest, not only as 
affording security to themselves, but as best adapted, in the 
circomstances in which they were placed, to secure the peace 
and prosperity • of the nation. The restoration of the 
monarchy in the family of the Stuarts would appear to them 
impossible. The question of investing the Royal authority in 
the person of the Duke of Gloucester had been discussed 
before the death of his father, but for various reasons had 
been rejected. Kow the difficulties were augmented. The 
men in power, who had been the chief actors in the fearful 
tragedy, though confessedly a minority, would feel that in 
calling the first-bom to the throne, their own heads would 
be demanded as a sacrifice for the past. 



how it can be otherwise ; for if the maimer of government, the qualifica* 
tiom ofy he human (as I think all affirm), how shall we draw necessary 
comeqaences out of divinity for that structure, whose foundation is not 
otherwise divine than as it is settled by man? I do confess, therefore, 
there are other arguments do with me more dissuade the taking of arms 
in a well settled Commonwealth, be it regal or popular, than anything iu 
Holy Writ,** &c. — Sir R. Twisden on the Government of England, 
pp. 96-9. Camden Society. 
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But though uo alternative could present itself, the entsb- 
liahment of a Coinmouwealth was a work which would task 
the extraordinary powers with which these 
endowed. The Royalists, though defeated, and many of 
their leadeia in exile, were not insignificant either ii 
numbers or wealth. Their loyalty — though in many caflK 
as we have seen, springing less from attaehment b> tlu 
pei'son of Charles— was intense to "the Lord's anointed." 
Monarchy was an integral part of the constitution. For sii 
hundred years kings had governed. Under it, England had 
reached an extraordinary degree of power. All that con 
ferred tnie dignity on a nation it had realised. In coni- 
merce, in literature, in art, and war, it could compete with 
any other. Many even of the Royalists might admit that 
the former part of Charies's reign had violated aJl law, and 
trampled out the nation's liberty; yet these evils might be 
checked. They were less the effect of the conatitution tiiaa 
of the evil counsels to which the king had listened. The one 
might be so fenced as that its working might justly and tt 
all times contribute to the prosperity of the people. Thdr 
activity in availing themselves of every incident to deepm 
the popular sympathies with the cause, is maniftat &<■> 
another fact. " On the day of the king's execation, a>d. 
even below the scaffold, bad been sold the earliest copies (4 
a work admirably fitted to shake the new GoTenuBOnb' 
Fifty thousand copies, it is asserted, were sold within on» 
year; and posthumous power was thiis given to the kii^t 
name by one little book, which exceeds in alarm to 1 
enemies all that his armies could accomplish i 
time."" We will only add, that the Episcopal party, s 
under their deep humiliatiau, lauded the mon&rch, 
elevated him. to the rank of the martyrs. 

• De QuinceyH Works, voL i. , p. 8S. Tho nauler who w 
Ugate the aatborsbip of "Eikou Bnailike," may ooniiilt Vbe i 
Wordswortb &aA Todd. The latter writer, wo think, baa ahcnm, b 
all doulit, that the nork was from tho pen of Dr. Gaaden. 
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Qteater m power and influence, if not in numbers, than 
te'^pifloopalians, were the Presbj^rians. In England they 
Imd ruled with an iron hand^ and the forces of Scotland had 
sofltauied them. They had moulded the ecclesiastical platr 
fom of the nation. They had secured the vacant churches 
wad, tiie revttines of the ejected clergy. Their hatred to Epis- 
eopttcy was intense.* They had used every means to crush 
tfe^racions sects, and the Solemn League and Covenant they 
had fbioed upon the nation. Though the leaders, at first, 
if oot^the chief instigators of the war, they had opposed the 
exmaaAaaa. of Gharles.t Love to Charles had only a modi- 
cam of influence in their councils. They had higher aims. 
Gmahed politically by men of opposite religious views, they 
woBid have gained their lort supremacy by makiiig terms 
witk the sovereign. Again and again they tried the experi- 
ment;. Their projects were defeated. Under a Common- 
'vealih their power would never recover, and their hatred 
and hostility to it was soon manifested in their proclamation 
«i the second Charles, who subscribed '^ the Solenm League 
and Covenant without a scruple." 

* " It appears to me, and to many wiser than I am, that the heat of the 
ftofple is not cooled by all the pain and chai^ges for so long a time ; and at 



honr they axe more animated against the service book, and against 
and their adherents, than at the first hour and time since. 
If the kmi^s Majesty will land bishops here, he must either root out all 
tions of people, which will be a hard task, since now they be 
and so armed, and are assured that the Knglish will not trouble 
for the point of religion, or kirk government by bishops," &c. — 

from a supposed minister in S . June, 1639. Dalrymple, 

ivLiL, p.68. 
'^ Baxter and others protested against the execution of Charles. " The 
Presbyterian ministers would not officiate neither at their fasts 
tibanksgiving (the new Lords), for which contempt several of them 
brought before their committees, and after some reprehension and 
dismissed, as namely. Master Love, Master Jenkins, and Master 
b" — Heath, p. 255. " How the angry Presbyterians spit fire out of 
ilMir pulpits, and endeavoured to blow up the .people against the Parlia- 
Mat; how they entered into a treasonable conspiracy with Scotland, who 
kid BOW received and crowned the son of the late kingdom, who led them 
ia hither in a great army, which the Lord of Hosts discomfited." — 
Hntohinson, p. 99. 



] 
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Difficult as the path of the people was, no retreat 
for them. The leajlers met and consulted. Kingly pow«r 
abolished, and to proclaim a monarch without authoritjrf 
Parliament was declared to be treason. The abolition of tit 
House of Lords followed, though the members of that augV 
asaemblj were allowed to retain their titles. On the IT^rf 
February, 1649, a Council of State, conmstiog of tortj-im 
members, was inaugurated, as the executors of the Conuw*' 
wealth of England. From principle, as well as from the int 
grounded expectation of greater liberty to make known thfir 
own religious convictions, "the leading Baptists gave in at fin 
their adhesion to the new Government 

Severity marked the very early proceedings of the OoniKiL 
Orders were issued to the proper officers to try some of tbr 
leading agents of the late monarch. Tlie Duke of Hamiltte, 
the Earls of Holland and Norwich, and others, had subjectd 
tlieiuselves to the charge of high treason against the SUtt 
Their guilt was unquestioned, and their doom soon followei 
Irregular in the foi-ra of proceeding, still, necessity if 
parently justified the punishment Vigour in the adminit- 
tration of the law was demanded, for the spirit of rebellion 
was now rife. 

Ireland had for some time fixed the attention of the Fir 
liament. Prom the Emerald Isle, troops of semX-barbonin 
had flocked to the aid of Charles. Ignorant, imbued with 
fiercest spirit of religious fanaticism, and 
greas in England by the most savage cruelty, these i 
men had exposed themselves to the vengeance of the G 
ment. The recollection of the Irish massacre, that 
ment of Popish cruelty, was still fresh in the menioiy 
people. Unsettled, restless, and some of its chief citi 
towns held for the second Charles, to carry the wai- into 
unhappy country became a matter of necessity.* To 

• Thii outbreak of the Romanirtj! in IrelBud hax ptrhapa m _ .._ 
the histor; of civiliied nsliona for the intenaeneu of the cmalty «i 
marked it. He«tb in hit "Chrnniclei'' givei the Dmiiber b 
150,000, Vicu itfttei it at 200, 000. 
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ge&ius of Cromwell the command was entrusted. He had 
just, in connexion with Fairfax, his nominal chief, arrested 
the disorders of the army, and punished the levellers and 
agitators in its ranks.* His preparations for his enterprise 
were speedily accomplished. We cannot trace his progress, or 
mark the terrible proofs of his vengeance. His success was 
complete. He might have said, in the language of Csesar, 
"I came, I saw, I conquered." In Wexford, in Drogheda, 
in Waterford, and other places, his name is still detested. 

To another land the conqueror was speedily called. The 
Scots, in the madness of their disappointment, had pro- 
claimed the eldest son of Charles as king. The solemn farce 
was enacted in the ancient palace of their monarchs. The 
traditions of centuries were gathered there; and all the 
pomp which the EUrk and the State could command was 
thrown around it. The hypocrisy of the father was unfolded 
in the son. The Covenant was taken by him without scruple, 

* "Mrs. Hutchinson speaks of them, in 1647, as declaring against the 
hetion» of the Presbyterians and Independents, and the ambitious Tiews 
of their leaden. She says that they were men of just and sober prin« 
Ofdes, of honest and religious ends, and were, therefore, hated by all the 
dengniiig self-interested men of both factions. Colonel H. had great 
intimacy with many of them.'' So early as 1647, a " Remonstrance from 
4s Anny to the Parliament" was presented. The warriors say : — * * So this 
fHMftttion of men, in the application of the Parliament's powers 
(anooeeding the former in the exercises of- the king's), have made use of 
the odious names of Brownists, Anabaptists, Independents, kc, to blast 
neh men in whom the truth and power of religion, or a just sense of the 
oommon interests of the kingdom, hath appeared," &c. — ^Remonstrance of 
tte Army to the Parliament. Hist., vol. iii., p. 759. Of the West- 
idnsier Divines, a member of the Commons said : — " More shame it is for 
tfie Qynod, that they being the men which condemned and cried out 
igynst the pluralities of the Episcopal clergy, they should enjoy far more 
than the corruptest of the bishops and their chaplains did ever allow of; 
Oftn of them at this time possessing two, three, yea, and four livings 
tpieee, which they come not at once in a twelvemonth; besides them 
wliidi are not visible, wherein they have placed their deputies, and share 
with them the profits," kc. — Speech of a Member in the Commons. 
PkrL History, voL iii, p. 1039. Bastwick, in his Utter Routing of the 
Indq>endents, says: — **You shall find them the only gallants in the 
woild, so that one who should meet them would take them for roarers 
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though it was in his heart detested; the eons of hn 
and the weakness of his power he was foroed to 
ledge, and to the care of the nation whose religion he ktei 
and whose forms of godliness he ridiculed, he committodlii 
fortunes. Unwillingly Cromwell entered on Ubia entetpDR 
By every motive which can sway the soldier he niged )k 
chief to conduct the campaign, avowing that it wouM \mii 
him a source of delight if permitted to serve under him. He 
wife of Fairfax was a Presbyterian. She was imbued 'wA 
the essence of their bitterness, and was under the confenl d 
her chaplain. To her imperious spirit the general snbmiftftdl 
and retired from the theatre on which he had peTfinmedlv 
years so distinguished a -part.* Cromwell had now no 
native. To the North he advanced, and by a rapid 
of victories the power of the Scotch was soon faroJcen, mi 
the authority of the Commonwealth was aoknow i edlf ri 
throughout the empire. 

Not only was victory found amidst the mountains of 
Caledonia^ but Cromwell rested not till the powor d 
Charles was annihilated. Into England, where Chaiifli ki 
gone with considerable force, the general now udwnmL 
From post to post the young monarch was driven. Ba- 
fore the invincible arms of the military chief the 
army was forced. At Worcester their forces were 
trated. It was their last refuge. Hope hovered here far a 
moment or two. Despair prompted the Northern army to 
prodigies of valour. Vain were their efforts. The 



and roffians rather than saints. You shall find them with eiiSi(ai 
those great ones) at their heels, and more silver and gold on thmr < 
than many great persons have in their parses."— Ftde ako Bzitiik 
terly, April, 1862, pp. 306-7. HoUis, and Walker also, in his ** I 
Preshyterians and Independents," charges the leading men wHfa 
appropriations of pahlic money. 

* "Bnt this great man was then as unmovable by his frModi ■ 
tinacious in obeying his wife, whereby he then died to all his 
gU>ry, and beoame the monument of his own name, which ototj d^y ' 
out "~Hat«hinson, p. 101. Many ini tanees of the fanatioiain of 
ooonr in this ▼ohime. 
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troops of the great general never quailed Defence after 
defenoe was beaten down. Over the bodies of their fallen 
comrades they marched. The issues were not doubtful. 
Gharles fled from the lost battle-field, and ultimately, after 
the most wondrous escapes, reached the continent in safety.* 
In these conflicts many of the leading Baptists were engaged, 
and Ireland and Scotland witnessed the zeal with which 
their opiniODB were propagated. In a subsequent page we 
may more particularly refer to them. 

Five days efber the inauguration of the Commonwealth, 
the Parliament, in its character as the conservator of religion, 
passed an ordinance for the better propagation of religion in 
WaJeBf and for the ejection of scandalous ministers and school- 
masieiB. To carry this out, commissioners were appointed. 
One of these was Yavaseur Powell. On the moral state of 
Wales about this time we have already remarked. The highest 
teBtdmonj ia borne to the success of this experiment. TomU 
loved his country. His whole energies were absorbed in 
efforts for her welfare. " The Parliament ordered him J&IOO 
per annum out of a sine cura^ whereof he received about 
£&0 for seven or eight years. Many considerable gifts he 
refused. And never did he get anything by the act for the 
propagation of the Gospel in Wales, as was slanderously laid 
to his charge, for which his vindications in print, to this day 
ima]]swered,t may stop the mouth of envy itsel£"t The 

* The reader may consult the Boscobel Tracts for a narrative of his 
■dfartares. We have graphic sketches of the ravages of the Scots in 
1648, ia Lancaahire : — *^ In divers places, some whole families have not left 
ihem iHieiewith to subsist a day, but are glad to come here for mere sub- 
Bstflnoe. They have taken forth of divers families all, — ^the very racken- 
eroeka and pot-hooks ; they have driven away all the beasts, sheep, and 
hanmj in divers townships, all without redemption save some poor nulch 
kine. They tell the people they must have their houses too. Buke 
Hamilton hath told them it should be so. Their usage of some women ia 
eacferemely abominable, and of men very barbarous," &c.— Gheetham 
Society, voL ii, p. 254. Lancashire Valley of Action. 

1" Vide Examen et Purffoment Vavasaries. Life of Powell, p. 132. 

t life of Powell, p. 112. * * In the interim, believe not their libela, for I 
know ihem to be false : primary things, particularly in the accnsatioiifi 
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life of this zealous man, frequeatlj deaigoated the A|mdi 
of Wales, is full of the most wonderM incideuta and a 
powtiona of Providence, 

In the same year we find a " humble petition and wp 
sentation of several churches of God in London, com; 
though falsely, called Anabaptists." The petitioners » 
ledge the goodness of God to the Parliament and ^■"p'— : 
disovn in manly terms tbelr knowledge or consent to it 
writing of the book called " The Second Part of £iigb 
Kew Chain Discovered;" justify their own priadplea 
obedience to authority; and pray the Parliament U> a 
good laws for the puriiahinent of wickodneas. " 
HoUBO," we are told, "was satisfied with the diaowningt' 
the book, and their expression to live peaceably and b 
submission to the civil mi^istrate, which the Speaker t 
them by tlie direction of the House." The book had h 
denounced in very severe terms by the Parliament, ui 
the authors proclaimed guilty of high treason againtt l)> 
State.* 

Many circum-stances, imder the new Govemmcni, • 
favourable to the Baptists. Cromwell, though Ear ttm 
having perfect views of religious liberty, yet was an avo*^ I 
enemy to persecution. Me had no sympathy with the dn- 
trine of the Preabyterians on this subject Either, thenAn, 
from policy or conviction, on his departure for IreUod, ht 
addressed letters to the Parliament, advising the rvnwval tf 
the penal laws relating to religion. Fairfax and bia oonod 
of officers sustained this in a petition which thoy piuMiri 
to the House. The army was full of sectaries. Upon tha 
the hopes of the general rested. Without their aid ddW 
await«d him. The ap]>eal to the House was succeRBfiiL A 

and lupemons cut upon those gnod uid piinf ol inatrumBiits, Mr. Cndiit. 
Hr, Y. Powill, Mr. Joaei, and Kvenl otlwi^ whom doctriou ukl BfB 
thonnnd* know bd veil," ki. —Perfect Diunutl, Vo. IM. Sept. UUt, HI 
11.2156. 

* IV-bitelocke, toL iU., pp, ,1, 7. 
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eommittee wbb appcnntedy and a Bill wa^ mdered to be 
Ivooj^ in, by wkich cnfimnwKioiis were to be ^ipointed £»* 
every connty for the apfHobation of able and weU-qnalified 
men to be made ministersy who cannot comply with the 
pteaent ardinance for the oidhiarion of ministeraL* Thismea- 
aaxe lemoFed mai^ impediments from the path of those who 
had zefiued ordination from men who had persecuted them. 

Nor was this alL The abolition of kingly power, and 
the estabHahment of a Gonmionwealth, involved the abo- 
lition of tibe oaths of allegiance and supremacy; and in 
thebr plaee a new form was appointed, called the Engage- 
fnenif whioh simply required the individual to be £sdthful 
to- ihe Government in its new form. The Baptists had 
no difficulty in this. Their political leaders had no 
small share in the establishment of the constitution, and 
there was nothing in it to encroach in any way on their 
leligious principles. Exceptions, doubtless, there were. 
Opposition to all oaths and the use of anns was still 
cherished by some, but there was none to magistracy.t 

• NmI, voL ii, p. 319. 

i* ''Bat either to procure or maintain our own or other libertieB by 
f osoe of amis, or the least Tiolence, we can find no wairant from the 
Sci ip t ui e s of truth, in the least, which is that only and above role that 
we mSk by," ftc.— Declarations, &c., p. 54. ''And we farther declare, 
that MM we are a peaceable people upon the accounts of action, so we look 
i^on it to be our duty to keep ourselves from oaths, engagements, and 
cofvenants, either for or against this or that person whatsoever. *For 
teoaaae of swearing the land moumeth.' . . . And we further 
imUMOtMf MM in the presence of God, who is the searcher of all hearts, that 
ai it hath been a source of our great trouble for a long time to see some 
fiC those that are of the same faith and order with us so acting : so it is 
aow become an overwhelming burden upon our souls, to see them gene- 
ttJkf nmniDg such a precipitant course : by which actings of theirs, the 
moaiha of all men are opened against them, and the truth they pro- 
len moft ignominiously branded and reproached.*' — ^Declaration of a Small 
Soaiety of Baptized Believers, undexgoing the name of Freewillen, 
pp. 57, 58. " His zeal is to be limited (for matters of God's worship and 
•pirttoal service) unto the rule of the Gospel as well as other men ; for he 
is M feUow-subject unto Christ's kingdom, and hath but his measure of 
grace as other brethren; and is as subject to seducement, and as prepos« 
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The Engagement was now enforced. All mimsters, all m 
bers of the universities and the great scliools, with all c 
imd military servfints of the Government, on pain of leai 
their situations, wei-e ordered to take it. No miaistw 
to be admitted to a living, or sit in tlte assembly, M 
capable of retaining any emoluments in the Church, nn 
within six months he qualified himself by taking the 
ment in the presence of the congregation. The test wM 
heavy trial to moat of the Preabyterian body. MiuiJ 
them refused it Baxter preached and wrote against it. 1 
many of the large towns the excitement was great.. 71 
declined the feats, and some of them closed their chttni 
on the day of tlie national thanksgiving for the In 
victorieB,* But their hostility was in vain. The t^ 
churches were soon filled, if not by men their eqnaliJ 
learning, yet their superiors in correct and enlarged vifl 
of Ohristian doctrine and policy, and with more of d 
loving spirit of their common Lord The Fresbytn 
policy wufl still recognised as the national form. 
reasons would, probably, justify the Parliament in I 

The two universities demanded now a vigorous rab 
Diwing the civil conflict Cambridge had undei^gooe a B 
change. Episcopacy, to a, great extent, had given pltN 
Prt-sbytoriao teaching. Many of the leading divines of 1 
sect hud seats in the halls of learning. Oxford had b 
the stronghold of Charles for nearly four years. 
principal officers and heads of houses, together with i 
of dissipated scholars who formed their bodyguoi^J 
only devoted to the hierarchy, with all its ; 
e and amplitude of power, but also, es 



teroiu in bii le^ si uthera aie ; wad must give lua Kcvonut I 
auto the Lord Jeiiu, of nil hia doings in tlie Sesli, whether ga 
before Bn impartiat juilgo, «h« ii no respeoter of peiwaii,"- 
Mjiterioiu Kinfidom, p. 48, 
* Heal, voL ii., p. 3W. 
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member of the same establishment, to the prerogadves of 
the king in their kzgest sense, and to the doctrine of passive 
obedience."* Their loyalty was most exuberant. Their j^te 
had been melted down for the use of Charles. Their halls 
had echoed with the tread of the warriors, and rung with 
the boisterous mirth of the troops; and their schools had 
been caawerted into granaries and dep6ts for the material of 
war.t This stionghold of despotic teaching, as well as that 
seated on the Cam, was now to be Yidted. The spirit of 
reform which entered them was lasting and firm. Other 
minds must pour instruction into the rising manhood of 
"FSnglandi and other doctrines must be taught within their 
classic walls. liberty must flourish where despotism had 
reigned, and religion be taught where form and empty cere- 
mony had prevailed. Cromwell had, during his expedition 
to Scotland, been made Chancellor of the University of 
Oxford. 

Both these celebrated schools now underwent some change. 
Presbyterians gave place to others. Owen, who had accepted 
the deanery of Christ Church, was now made Yice-Chan- 
ceUor. Dr. Goodwin was raised to the Presidency of Mag- 
dalen, whilst Chamock, Gale, Howe, and others, filled 
subordinate situations. Only one Baptist do we find raised 
to distinction. Dell, the chaplain of Fair£u^ was made 
Master of Caius College, Cambridge.:^ The influence of 



* Goodwin's Commonwealtli, voL iii, p. 85. 

ir Jbid^ voL iiL, p. 84. 

X Ben tlrns justifies lus cotmexioxi with the muversity, though he had 
qMikein in yeiy strong langnage against many of its practices : " But as 
by the piovidence of God alone, I have been brought to that relation in 
which I now stand, and continue in it, against the wiles and workings of 
manj, so^ through lus good pleasure, I will remain till he shall otherwise 
dispow of me; and during my sojourn with them I will not fail to testify 
•g^yiffe their evil, and endeavour to win all those whom God shall per- 
suade to receive lus truth, from heathenism to the Gospel, and from 
Anttehrist to Christ.'* — Works, voL ii, p. 115. It is difficult to know 
with what class of theologians to associate DelL Rutherford treats him 
u an Antinomian, Familist, &c., &c. **H. Denne, an high-altar man. 
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these, appointmentfl was felt. Presbyteriaas viewed Ih 
change with great dislike. The morality end cbantdtr rf 
these institutitniB ro.^ with rapidity. Scieuce and the b*^ 
literature and religion, found within their walla a n& al 
genial retreat. Men of the highest rant shed the splendov 
of their geniua around tlieae time-honoured schoola, while 
they sent forth to the w^urld a race of men of the thj 
highest eminence. No one can impartially trace the higtwr 
of these establishments during the peiiod over which Ha 
sketch extends, without admitting all this,* 

TliJH altered policy of the GoTemment soon told on tt» 
Baptists. Wales now felt their influence. Powell, Cndeti 
and their brethren, had succeeded in establishing nnrf 
churches, but of a mixed character.f Under the opeaslkat 
of the commissions referred to above, many a wide oA 
efieotiial door had been opened for the preaching of ti* 

a bower at tba ayllRblea of the name JaauB, and canfonned to all Ihi 
abomliULble l&te nanations intToduced by CaDterbuiy. irhn sloo affml 
ihe EeniDOatraDce and Petition ol the well-affected, pleulios ft( > 
riddaiico from EpiHOopacy, opmnoQiefl, and othar comiptioiu, uid li vi 
a rigid Arruinian, and m enemy to free graoo, nn Anabiiptut, on Art- 
nomian. To thcae jom Pau] Holiioa, vbo >peaks more waiilr tlm Ikt 
lecta. . . . To theie add Mr. Dell, in liis aermon before UteBo^^ 
Conunoua, vhose nablo ancestors could not hare eadtired FamilB, 
Sociniauism, or tlie like preocbtid in their eara." — Rutberford'a Suncjil 
the Biuiitual AntichTist, p. 193. "Denne and Uoare, irho mn td 
Arminiana and Antinamians." — Kutherford'a Surrey, paM ii., p K 
Many of his notiona approiimntc oloaely to the religions dogma* ol ttt 

* Clarendon"! testimony may ho aocepted on thii m 
Orford, be "yi : " It yielded a. harvcat of eitraordinary gi 
knowledge, in all parta of Isaining : and many who wore ' 
dneed applied themaelven to tlie atady of learning and tl 
Tirtne. So that when it pleaaed God to bring King Cturiet It 
throne, he found that university abounding in excellent laat.. ^_ 
little inferior to what it wu before the iletolation."— HiatoT al I 

+ Fow«11'b tiewi on bapljam are Uina eipreaaed: "WatsTbi 
aoleinn aiguifieant dippiug into, or waahing with water the b 
into) tbo name of tho Father, let. (Mstt. xiviiL 19). It aj^ _ 
death, the burial, ami reiurrection of Chriit, alao tho apiritnal d 
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Baptist churches, Hepamte from these, were now 
Uston, near Swansea, appears to claim the honour 
the first-born of a class which have multipiied with 
most unparaUeled rapidity since that time. It was founded 
jont 1649. Thia is the earliest notice of it. Mr. Myles, 
the pastor, was a person of great zeal and success in the 
ministry. Other churches were soon gathered. Persecution 
compelled this excellent man to flee to the American conti- 
nent. Brancii churches were formed at various out-stations. 
From a fragment of the Church-book of thia mother church 
■we find " that members of the two churches of the Hay and 
Uanafran assembled at Ilston, tLe 6th aad 7th days of the 
Sth month, 16o0, who were sent there by the said churches 
to the brethren at Ilston, to consult conceniing such busi- 
ness as was then, hy God's aesiatance, determined, and 
expressed as follows : The brethren, previously weighing the 
great scarcity of ministera that will soundly hold forth the 
word of truth in Cannarthenshire, and the seasonable oppor- 

and wBHhJng of iu8d£ce.tioD ajxi regeneration (or siinctifiiution), together 
Willi ttie baptism or puuriag foiili of the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(Bom. vi. 3, i, 5; OoL ii. 12; Heb. x. 22). Though baptism be not abso- 
lutely neceBSUT to lalTation, yet, being commanded b; Christ, it is the 
duif of all professing and visible beUeveia and penitent persona, men nod 
women, to be baptised onoo, and that upon their fiiat believing and eon- 
Tsnion, and before thej enter into a viaible church or partake of the 
Loi^B Supper (Acta ii. 41, 42). ¥et it ia not baptism, but an interest in 
Chiiit, that gives a m&n a right to either. Neither ia it the projier work 
of baptism to nonfer or work grace, but to seal, confirm, and increase it 
(I Pet. iii- 21). Much less are all those that are baptized true believen, 
and MTed (John iii. 3, 7 ; Acta viiL 13, 23). But in thia of baptisDi, aa in 
nuuf other oaBes, difference of pennuuion and prat:tics may well consut 
with brotherly love and Christian communion (Fhil. iii. 16; Eom. liv,, 
to.)." Mr. Powell also hold the laying on of hands on the baptized, and 
the inointiDg the sick nith oil, as ordinsmees of the Gospel ( Jsil v. 14, 15. 
Life, pp. 35, 36, 41). 

* "The ecandaloua and ignorant ministera were ejeoted. Instead of 
Sume, 150 good preachers were jilanted in 'Walea, moat of whom preached 
thise or four timea a week. Six preach-eni were appointed to intinente 
ID eauh. of the six Welsh counties. The«e men laboured with great leal 
in their work, and great cbnnges marked the character of the population." 
— Orme's life of Owen, p, 124. 
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tunity DOW afforded by the providence of God for the pv^ 
gation of the truth in those parts, do judge that IjrotW 
David Davis shall henceforth endeavour to preach iw 
first days of every month in Carmarthen town, or tba* 
about; nud that brother Myles shall preacli that wiiy on 
first day in every two months ; and that brother Pm*« 
shall preach there one first day in every two months; bdI 
these brethren are desired to consult and agree among 
selves when it may be most convenient for every t 
thein to be there. And upon the lite aerioiia considentiw 
of the present condition of our brethren at Llanafran, it a, 
by the brethren here, judged convenient that a 
meeting be there kept by the churches until the Lord 
raise up more able men among themselves, and that ~ 
David Davis be desired to be there present as ofle 
possibly can ; but when he in necessitated to be at Carm&rtlMK'i 
that our brethren of the Hay are desired to take care t« M 
either brother Prosser or brother Thomas Watkiait, or Ml 
otiier whom they shall judge convenient." More than th 
These brethren agreed, " That these minLstera abould 
assisted by the churches, and conti'ihutions made for tk 
purpose." For that year, it waa settled that each of I 
thi-ee churches should collect XIO among tliemselvea, in i 
whole, £30, and a brother in each church was then nan 
to take care of the contribution.'L " The first collection to' 
made as soon as convenient after that agreement, iril 
burdening any of the bretluun." Such were the dea 
of the first Baptist Convention in the Principality. 
were worthy of the pm-eat t^e of Christianity. David 
had been a minister of a church, on the election of 
pariahioners, hi 1649. He appeal's to have united witli 
church at Ilston about the close of 1640 or 1650. 

About the same time we may date the origin of tt 
Associations in the Principality, which form so distinguiilMl 
a feature in the ecclesiastical polity of our Welsh bretltraif 
Nothing of the kind as yet existed amongst tlte 
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BapiistsL In this dawn of fimtemal infcreovne between 
separate drarchfifl^ we not onlr aacenain tlie &ct. bm the 
mefnl objects thej were intended to aoHMiqilisb. Tbe doc- 
trine of laying on of hands and anging had alreadr reached 
these brethren. Powell taeght both. The reccfd fiom whidi 
we draw onr iii^Qmiation tells os that *•* the lour churches of 
Ilston, Hajy Tilanafran, and Carmartheii. met ax Cannaithen 
the 19th of first month, 1651, and appointed stone meetings 
to be at Galligan. Qaestions concerning singing of pealms 
and laying on of hands were proposed to be conadered by the 
chnrchea" During this year, a friendly interoouz^e was 
opened with smne of the London brethren. In a letter v> 
the church in Broad Street, they give information of their 
present state, and ask the advice of the brethren on Tarious 
points rekting to their fatnre moyementa. The brethren say 
in reply : — ^ Regarding the distance of your habitations, we 
advise, if Qod hath endowed you with gifts whereby you 
may edify one another, and keep up the order and ministry 
of the church of Christ, you may divide into more particular 
oongr^ations, but with mutual consent; and if there be 
among you those who can, in some measure, take the over- 
si^t of you in the Lord, but not else.''* Following this 
advice, the churches multiplied, and throughout the Princi- 
pality Baptist principles have spread much more rapidly 
than in any other part of the empire. 

From the magnificent mountain scenery of the Principality, 
and the apostolic simplicity of these brethren, the reader 
must now turn to a border county. Not far from the northern 
portions of the county were the towns of Bewdley and Kid- 
derminster. At this time the pulpits were occupied, — the 
former by J. Tombes,t the latter by K. Baxter. Their inter- 
course was frequent and firatemaL They expressed the 

* Thomas's History of the Baptist Associations in Wales, pp. 6-8. 

i* Tombes was a pluralist. **To be parson of Boss, and vicar of 
Lemster, and preacher of Bewdley, and master of the hospital at Led- 
bury," &C.— Bazter^s In&mt Church Membership, p. 203. London, 1666. 
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warmest affection for each othei*, not only as men, bot ■ 

roinifiters of Chmt, " For my rererend and inuch-h<uMiil 

brother, Mr. Kicliard Bujcter," waa the address of I 

TombeB ; whilst tlie great Presbyterian responded I 

" reverendand much-honoured l>rother, Mr. Tonibe(t,pi 

o£ the GoBpel at Bewdley." The convictions of the ft 

the subject of baptiam were strong. He had sufiered fbrdi 

Those of the latter were very looae and unidefinod. Ttil 

former felt it hia duty to urge obedience to Christ't a 

mand on the attention of his hearers ^ the latter had h 

tated to aprinkle an infant.* Mr. Tombes had preasIiMlaifl 

the subject in a aeries of sermons. Some of the &ieodi rf | 

Mr. Baxter travelled to Bewdley to take notea of the M 

and report them to liim. Letters between the chie& follow*^ 

but tliey only augmented the difficulty. The B 

tlie town, and some of the miuisteis there and ii 

urged their chief to encounter the Baptist. The c 

waa given. On the lafc of January, 1650, the woz^ a 

flict was to begin, Tombes was strong and v 

mind waa replenished with all the learning of I 

and he waa not unused to oontroveiBy. Baxter w 

Quixote of his age. "A lover of peace and t 

always in strife. "A friend of unity in the Cht 

of domination and bitterness in the extreme. 

to excess, yet always disputing with hia I: 

the verge of the grave, he "was meditating o 

the " Saint's Everlasting Rest." Hia own | 

him ta our readers at the present time : " I had i 

God in my prayera, as I was able, long before, I 

were mistaken he would allow me my error; and if ] 

Tombes had the truth on hia side, that he would not « 

me to resist it, or apeake a word againat it. And the ii 

I prayed, the more I was anbnaled to the woric. 

* " For m; put, t may ay with Mr. Blake, Uut I nenr mt 
■prinkled ; but all that 1 hare Been haptind had wator pcmnd S 
Hml M were wailicd.~— Infant CJitmh Uembenhip, p. 134. 
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D. SO weak and pained long before, that I wbb scarce able 
ijae and walk, about the very day "before, yet did I i"eaolve 
|D, if I were able to ride and speake; and when the time 
K I was eaaed much of all my pains; and whereafl I can 
fly on any Lord's day apeoke above an hour without the 
■teation of my strength and exti-eme languishing of my 
^, nor could seai-oely take the air without ^^^.lf;llg a 
Igerons cold, it pleased God then, in tlie midst of winter, 
Ksble me to continue tlie dispute in the open church, and 
t &sting, from before ten of the clock iu the morning till 
(►effli four and five, without any of my usual infirmities, 
lltad more ease from them a fortnight after than of many 
Ubs: which those that know me do confidently believe 
» from the direct encouraging hand 'of God." In tlia ' 
kt of some excitement and interruption, the diacuBsion. 
tinned seven or eigkt hours. As most verbal disputes 
lunate, each party claimed the victory. Mr. Baxter 
feted the substance of Ids arguments, at the r^uest of 
il^. His book now lies before us. It is a fidr specimen of 
^wer. His ingenuity was almost unparalleled, A few 
pratces will show the spirit of the man, and the mode of 
fpoceedjng. His arguments are as singiUar as his slan- 
lare unmerited. "Argt. 1. All that are Christ's disciplea 
jaarily ought to bo baptized ; but some infaats are Chriat'a 
lilies : tierefore some infants ordinarily ought to be 
jtized." "Aigt. 21. That doctrine which maketh all 
|Dts to be membera of the visible kingdom of the devii 
IbIsc doctrine : but that docfciine which denieth any 
iBi to be a member of the visible church doth make them 
^embers of the visiible kingdom of the devil : therefore 
h false." Only one other. "Ai^. 23. K an in&nt 
IB head of the visible church, then infants may be mem- 
f J but Christ, an infant, was head of the church : therefore 
Intfi may be members." But from his arguments let ua look 
bis slanders. Mr. Baxter not only throws the MnnHtrar 
irtics at his adversary, but reiterates, what the laigeBt J 
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charity can sciit'cely suppose him iguontnt of, the calanmjtt 
candidates being baptized naked. " My Beveath Brgimait 
ia eIhd against another wickedness in their manaer of l«pa- 
zing, which is, their dipping persona naked, as ia very lu^ 
with many of them; or next to naked, aa is usual withi< 
modesteBt of them, as I have heard. Against which 1 ii^ 
thus : If it be a breach of the Seventh Commandment, Tkm 
aludt not commit advlt&y, ordinarily to baptize the oikei 
then it is intolerable wickedness, and not God's commud- 
ment ; but it is a bi'each of the Seventh Commandment oHt 
narily to baptize naked: therefore it is intolerable wuiii 
nees, and not God's commandment." This saintly mftn tbV' 
dwells on it. He was meditating on the "Saint's RcK* 
about this time. " If Mr. Tumbes could baptize naked tl 
the majds in Bewdley, and think it no inunodesty, he balk 
lost his common ingenuity and modesty with tiie truA-* 
" Would it be no snare or temptation to Mr. Tombes to t( 
frequently employed in baptizing maids naked t Let his 
search and Judge." " Would not vain young men oomB M 
a baptizing to see the nakedness of maids, and mako k I 
jeat and aporfc of it!" In oaother part he says: "If 
would be ruled by me, you should not endeavour to inttfr- 
duce into the church a custom for any young mininfrr tf 
neighbour so much as to look on a bathing Bathsbab or 
Susannah, but to those wibhout the name of a church nil > 
stow, and Presbyter and Ponderer, a Christian and a forai- 
cator, to pure Simoniana."* 

Mr. Tombes bad urged that the water need not be o^ 
Baxter replied : " But then, he forsaketh the generality rf 
his partners in this opinion, wlio, so far as we can toMB, 
usually baptize in rivers and ponds. And if they can W 
better agree among themselves, we have no reason to b 
hasty in believing them." Richer still is the foUmring: 
"And his warm bath would be dangeroDs to many pMaflW. 
And where shall this bath be prepared t If in printer A 
* loluit Ohorch Hcmbcnhip, pp, 136, 137, S46. 
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will scarcelj be a solemn engaging act. K in the meeting 
place of the church, then it will take up no small room, and 
require no small stir to have a bathing place and water 
wherein to dip people overhead. 2. If thej do not run 
home quickly, before thej are well engaged, the hot bath 
will be turned into a cold one to them, and make them 
repent this badge of repentance, except they will have all 
things ready, and be brought to bed also in the church 
before the people."* 

This is a fidr sample of the way in which the doctrine and 
practioes of our brethren were treated. Grod's judgment had 
fallen on them. Hated of men, the indignation of heaven 
was not less clear, says Baxter, t 

In 1652, various parties iu Leicestershire presented a 
petition to the House, asking for liberty of conscience : and 
on the 2nd of April following a similar one was presented, 
entitled, " The humble petition and representation of several 
churches of God in London, commonly, though feJsely, 
called Anabaptists,'' which was graciously accepted, j: 

Cromwell always entered on his engagements in the spirit 
of enlightened piety. Every enterprise was sanctified by devo- 
tion. His dependence on God was always recognised. Before 
entering on his arduous work in Ireland, such a scene was 
witnessed as seldom sanctifies the palace of the great or the 
council chamber of the warrior. Before embarking at Mil- 
ford, a day of fasting and prayer was observed. These 
solemn occasions were now frequent. Their influence was 
benignant and elevating. The form of dependence on God, 
if not its vital power, met you everywhere in the camp and 
in the field. || On this occasion three ministers led the devo- 

* Infant Church Membership, p. 135. 

f The reader will find Baxtei's proofs of this, as he thinks, on p. 147. 

t Vide Christian Moderator; or, Persecution for Beligion Condemned. 
By William Birckley. PartiL,p.4. 1652. 

U " No man swears but he pays his 12c^. If he be drunk, he is set in 
the stocks, or worse. If one ciJls the other Soundhead, he is cashiered, 
inaomuch that the counties whence they come leap for joy of them, and 
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tiona of the asaembly. Then tke mighty chief expoimM 1 
some portions of the Divine Word aiiitable to the ocom 
and thea Colonels Gough ttnd Karriaoa followed in theM 
strain.* Int«reated in th^ spiritual welfare of tlia tmf 
and aiming at tlio difliiaion of light views of rriigii 
wherever he went his chaplain alwujs attended him, ■ 
sometimes he selected as his companions mea of the h " 
moral worth and distii^uished talents. The pttlicy of d 
will be eiddent to eveiy thoughtful reader. Dr. Owaiw 
honoured, by command of the Parliament, to attend te-l 
general, la the aame train, probably as chaplain to ooarf'l 
the coloneht or regiments, was Thomas Patient, the co-pi 
of William Kiffiii. It is probable that, in that I 
Romish country, the doctrines held by Patient i 
brethren were unknown. He was a man of zeal aiul. g 
moral worth. Fixing on Dublin aa the seat of his a 
tions, he soon gatheretl a church in that city, and by tJ 
of other brethren, in a comparatively short time otboT d 
were blessed with churchea of our fiiith. C. BlackiFDotl m 
in Ireland about this period, and laboured with some sonv 
at Wexford. In 1G53, chwrchea existed in Dublin. Wtt» 
ford, Clonmel, Kilkenny, Coi-k, Limerick. Wexford, Cuntk- 

como in and join with tbem. How bapp7 ireni it if all the tcnoaaan* 
thus dtdcipUned ! ** — lyAubignfi'a Frotoctorato, p. G5. 

" Ptwxllia for I'ablic SictarinJi. — A lord of anyilegree to be linnl A: 
a. baronet or knight, 20i.; on eeqiiire, lOi.; a genHemBD, 6*. M. ; imI d 
iaferion, 3i. 44. Doable tai ths •eociiid. and so on to the ninth, tad !■ 
the i«ntb, to be boond foi thair good bebavioiu^ On woman IW bkl 
penaltie!!. A wife or widnir, to ps; oocarding to the quality of h«tki» 
band i a maiden, thiit of her father. PonaltiBi rocovemble by Htbm 
anA ule of giwds, and in default thereof, the part;, if above twali* y^ 
of ago, to be »6t iu the st«ciis ; if under, to be publicly whipt," — UK 
Porlinmcntjiry History, vol. iii., p. 135). 

• We have giveo evidence already of the devout tpiit ol tkcM t^ 
wuriorg, but we cannot forbear adding the teatimony of Ilta muU Chflbf 
worth here : " I obserte," he any*, "a great deal of tnetjr in Um M^ 
mandera and aoldien of the Farliamant army. I confeH Utair dM»W> 
and behavinnr do ipeak tbetu Cbriatiam, But I can tee Uttfe id G*4« 
BodliiUH in our men."— Life, p. 331. 
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fergua, and Kerry. Most of these places were strongholtb 
of Borne, aad the members compodng these cmigr^atioiis 
"were probably drawn from the troops of the Commoowealdi. 
Ivimey has given eome correspondence from these chnnJies 
to the churches in Iioadon.* Patient and his brethren will 
come onder our notice in a, subseqaent page. 

There are allusions in this correspondence to chuches in 
Scotland as well aa Wales. The origin of the former cannot, 
ia modem times, be traced to an earlier period than Grom- 
-well's campaign in these northern regions. True it is, there 
"were churches already pTfisring in the north of England. 
£ronghton, Hexham, if not N'ewcastle, Ifatl congregations 
of BaptL-fta. But of their influence beyond their own circle 
we know nothing.+ "The principal officers," says a writer 
of tliis time, " in different regiments of horse and fijot, 
became Baptists, particalarly in Oliver Cromwell's own 
regiment, when he was General of all the Parliament forces, 
and in the Duke of Albemarle's (Geo. Monk), when he was 
General of all the English forces in Scotland." Religion in 
Scotland at this time was very low. The form existed, but 
the life was going. There were splendid sepulchres in which 
truth was enteimbed. From a nnultitude of proofe lying 
before us, our apace allows us only to select one. It shall 
be that of H. B innin g, a man of saintly character: "Set 
aside your public services," says he, ' ' and professions ; and is 
there anything behind, in yonr conversations, but drunken* 
nesB, lying, swearing, contention, envy, wrath, covetousness, 
and such likel Have not the multitude been as evil, and 
carried themselves as blamelessly, as the throng of our visible 
church 1 What have ye more than they? "What, then, are 
the most part of you? Ye neither bow the knee in secret 
nor in your families,"}: The condition of such a people 

• Hi*tory, voL i., pp. 240, 252. 
- -f JXiugki'a Hiiitorj of the Baptist Chui^hei in Uis North of EngEiuid, 
" H>. L, p. 3, kc., Ike. 
( Workl, p> M6. YuU Batherford's Teatiiaoiiy. Kirtuii's Hiat. of the 
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would excite the uympatliy and call forth the efforts of 
brethren. Upon tbem the epirit of the great Master rw 
Both the officers and men in the humbler ranks felt for Um^ 
and, as opportunity presented itself, when free from 
warlike duties, thej preached the Gospel to tliem, and sno^ 
to give their Presbyterian countrymen clearer notions 
the nature of Christ's kingdom, and the individoaliU i 
religion. Cromwell's dealings with the Scotch place 
beyond all doubt There is a singularly interesting I 
moiiy by Burnet to the conduct of our brethren : "I 
remember well of three regimenta coming to AberdcA' 
There was an order and discipline, aud a £u:e of 
and piety among them, that amazed alt people. Ko(t 4 
them were Independents and Anabaptists. They were ll 
gifted men, and preached as they were moved.."* II 
efforts of these bretlii-cu were successfnl. Converta wa 
won to the faith, and at &a early period of the wtt 
church was formed at Leitb, which had fratemiil intannon 
with the one at Hexham. In other parts of the 
as it was brought under the authority of tlie CommonweiUir 
they acted with the same zeal. An eiample ia before 
which we quote from one of the News Letters of ti 
[leriod; "There was a dispute begun at Cupar ia ¥ik, 
Tuesday last, between one Mr. Brown, chaplain to C^ 
Fairfax's regiment, and one James Wood, a Scotch miuli 
Many people were present, but the discourse refvmd 1 
Thursday following, upon these three heads, viz. : 1st. WheH 
Adam, by his sin, contracted in mankind a temporal in 
only or a spiritual and eternal death. 2nd. Whethn- ini 
baptism be grounded on the Word of God or uo. 3nL O 



Cliurch of Scotland, p. 64. A short tiina before, " the olergy of 
had procured strict ordera from the CommiMioDert of the SUto 
penecutinj of the sectorieB, mvl have a. great arhitru; powor 
them; udthejore pnrgod out of the Brmf u well ui the 
— Whitelocke. Ajnid, 16S0. 
• Own Tiiaa, voL L, p. 64 
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ceming the redempticni/' &e,* ''Their zeal," says Mr. 
Douglas, ''was increased when Monk left the armv to 
oommand the fleet against the Datch, in the b^inning of 
1653, leaving Major-General Robert lilbnme in oommand 
of the troops in Scotland. General Lilbome himself was a 
Baptist^ and gave to the Baptists every facility to promote 
tbeir peculiar views of Divine truth, and any Baptist minis- 
ter from England who visited Scotland met with his warm 
regard and especial protection." Mr. Douglas gives examples 
of this. lilbume was anxioos to employ gifted brethren as 
cbaplaina For his own ^unily he wanted one, whilst ''there 
were divers honest Scotch people that longed to be gathered 
into the same Gospel order as with themselves, but they 
wanted a faithful pastor.''t These movements we must 
leave for the present. In a subsequent page we shall have 
more to say about them. 

The Constitution had undergone various changes during 
this period. Circumstances demanded, and, perhaps, fully 
justified them. The Long Parliament had been dismissed. In 
1653 another Parliament was called. The summons was by 
order of the Lord General Only 150 persons were requested 
to attend the Council Chamber at WhitehalL Amongst the 
individuals was Mr. Praise God Barebones, by whose name 
this Parliament has been designated. He was pastor, as we 
have seen, of one of the London churches. The Assembly, 
though only short-lived, passed some important measures, 
alike tending to the social and religious improvement of the 
nation. We can only indicate one or two as bearing some- 
what on the design of this work. An Act was passed, 
August 24th, 1653, and which continued in force till the 
Restoration. It recognised marriage as a mere civil con- 



♦ A Perfect Diurnal, No. 150, October 25, 1652. 

t Douglas, pp. 33, 34. ** The fact was, the army in Scotland had been 
already filled with these people by lilbume, a fanatic Anabaptist, who 
had been left in command there.''— life of Monk, by Guizot, p. 76. Note 
by the translator, J. S. Wortley. 



192 EARLY KNQLISH BAPTISTS. 

tract, and provided tliat tLe " age for a man to cransent inw 
marriage shall be sixteea years, and the age of a wnoB 
fourteen years, and not before." It required proof rf ik 
consent of the parents or guardians if either party wore xaii 
the age of twenty-one. The following is the form, 'witlnl 
a. ring: "The man to be married, taking the ironuui iolli 
married by the hand, shall plainly and distinctly 
these words; I, A B, do here, in the presence of God, 
Searcher of all hearts, take thee, C I), to be niy 
wife; and do also, in the presence of God, and before d» 
witnesses, promise to be anto thee a loving ajid faithfidbs' 
hand." The same form is used by the woman, except te 
promise to be an obedient wife. No other marriage, from fr 
29th day of September, 1653, was to he held as a legfi «■.' 
Measures were also taken for improving the Chancerv Cdnk 
Tithes were discussed; and the right of preseaitatiim tt 
Church livings was taken away. But the intelligeaoe toi 
clearsightedness of the House was manifested eapecuBr it 
its attempts to form the vast and varied acta of the Ti^iili 
tnre into a simple and consistent code. The project «*i 
nohle one. To a committee the whole question was ntenti 
TTpon their task the membera entered, and had 
with zeal and sacoess in their great enterprise, when i 
laboura and esistence were closed by the hand whkft 
called them into being. The little Parliament waS' 
There was much of public iTrtue in this Asse 
jwsseBsed no common portion of that wisdom 

• Burton* DiBiy, vol, iL, pp. 3S, 39. Tha obuiman of Uu a 
OQ thu bill, Mr. Nichole, wnB a Baptist. " Three serenl lunfa dQl 4i 
neit following, ftt the closo of the morning lervire in the public m 
piace, oonunotily called the churoh or chapel, or {if Uie partjai 
nuuried ahall (losire it) in ibe inarket-ploco, on three mariM d 
next folio iring."— Burton, ToL ii., p. 44. "The; went through tb* 4 
ceremony of huid-faating or eafKnuing. This vu done in Hr. A ' 
■tndy a month before the day appointed for their mirriaga. The 
day iru spent in prayer, except that there irai a lennoo pnulMd ^H 
Nsthsniel Rnthband. At the close of it, the portiea were iiiiiitiMrt"' 
Notiee of Haywood's WorriAge. Hunter's Life of O. BejirooA, f^ft. 



Uon into the spirit and consequence of social institutions 
■which might seeni to qualify them to secure essential benefits 
to that age, and to ages which should succeed. But they 
had no solid foundation to repose upon. Their courage was 
too great for their strength.* Ih-e feet is, the will of the 
General was their law: heyond that they had no power. 

Cromwell liad for some time wielded the supi-eme power 
of the State. It now suited his policy, and probably the 
best interests of the nation, that he should more for- 
mally assume it. With a magnificence scarcely inferior to 
royal coronations, he was, on the 16th of December, 1653, 
in the presence of the Council, the mayoi' and aldermen 
of the city, and the judicial and civil officers of the 
State, installed into hia high office, as " Lord Protector 
of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
and of the dominions thereunto belonging." The city, 
at least, if not the nation at large, had been prepared 
for this by a document issued by the Council some time 
before. This State paper contains some forty-two articles. 
It is too long for insertion in these pages. Only two can 
we give as bearing on the subject of our naa-vative. The 
36th decliir&s, "That none he compelled to conform to the 
public religion, hy penalties or otherwise ; but that endeavours 
be used to win them by sound doctrine and the example of a 
good conversation." The 37th, " That such jis profess faith 
in God by Jesus Clirist, though differing in judgment from 
the doctrine, worship, or discipline publicly held forth, shall 
Bot be restrained from, but shall be protected in, the profes- 
sion of their faith and exercise of their religion, so as they 
abnae not this liberty to the civil injury of othera, and to the 
actual disturbance of the public peace on their partj pro- 
vided this liberty be not extended to Popery or Prelacy, 
or to such, under a profession of Christ, as hold forth and 
practise licentiousness." Another article provides that all the 



* Goodwin's Commonwealth, vol. iii., clmpten 
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penal laws contraiy to this liberty shall be null and 
Greatly as these concessions were in adTanoe of 
governments, they fall far short of the full liberty of coi- 
science for which the Baptists had long pleaded. Bomsniii 
and Episcopalians were still nnder the ban of the SM 
while the Presbyterian platfoim was folly recognised as ikt 
religion of the nation. '^^ 

The difficulties of the Lord Protector were rather incwd 
by his assumption of this high office. It not only did mi 
weaken the hatred which in many quarters had la| 
rankled in the breasts of many, but it greatly diminiAH 
the number of his warmest friends. The Boyalisfes ni 
Episcopalians saw their sanguine hopes for a restorati0nof tk 
Stuarts and their return to spiritual power, dispelled, viA 
little or no prospect of their speedy retom. The 'Pzokf- 



* Look at these. The former is from Nye, the aMiimed 
religious liberiy in the assembly of divines ; the latter is from 
a persecuted Anabaptist. " For persons and causes, spiritiial or 
tical, that are properly and indeed such, as first-table dutieB, wIdA* 
tain matters of faith and holiness, and what conduceih to the 
welfore of men's souls, an interest and duty there is in the eivil 
trate, more suo, to give commands, and exercise baneful jurisdietim 
things of that nature. And for persons, there is no man for Ilk i 
spiritual, or, in respect of his gifts and office, so emiiMnt, bat 
the government of the civil powers in the place where he hvm 
in all respects, as any other subject.*' — Quoted by Tombes, 
p. 181. "But I demand why sects should not be tolerated? IkM vill» 
haply, answer, Because they hold and teach erron, wherebj pMpb Ht 
seduced. Well, and can we think that there is any churdi im tts w§M 
(at this day) that doth not so in some measure? Else what need wm 
there of further reformation, which yet all churches almost omil sB i ttv 
stand in need of ? . . . Yea, I desire you to consider tiiis, tiisi 
are not two men to be found in the world, how learned or godly i 
that in all things concerning God's word and worship are of one tad Ik* 
same judgment, but vary in their opinions more or less, as may esi^^ 
proved upon occasion." — Tuthill, pp. 10, IL *'I judge it his ddf^ 
suffer no man (that otherwise liveth an honest sober life) to be 
much less perseoated, for his conscience sake ; but to be a mama^ i 
imto all Christians and Jews, causing that, under him, th^ maj Ine i> 
peace, in godUnoH, and honesty, according to their own oonnisBSHk ^ 
that he be fond a temr on]j t» thoM 4l»t d» 0fil,4yiA ttet bt •■MK^ 
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tetriROB deteste<l the toleration of the Becte, and denounced, 
from the pulpit and the press, the liberty conceded by the 
Articles above-mentioned. But the most formidable of all 
were the fiepublicons. They were numerouH in the army 
and in the nation, and they beheld, with unmingled anger, 
the destruction of their Jong-cherished political organization 
by the man whom they had aided in his extraordinary 
advance to power. Amongst them we shall find many of 
our brethren taking an active part Bnt the genius of the 
Protector triumphed. By hia skill and management he not 
only defeated every plot againist him, and they were many, 
but raised the nation to an unparalleled degree of glory. 
Nothing in the past can compare with the prowess of his 
fleets and the skill of his di[>lomacy. In all his undei-takings 
I snccesa awaited him. The continent fe&red him; the perse- 
cnted found in hJTii a sliield from their adversaries; the 
merce of England found, under his guidance, new fields 
enterprise and gain ; whilst i-eligion, litetutnre, and 
at home flouriahed under his patronage. To other 
our readers must turn for the history of hia reign. 
The right of the Government to interfere in matters of 
nli^on was always admitted by the mass of the nation, 
secte conceded this, with the exception of our brethren, 
evidence is overwhelming. The most enlightened of Non- 
tpnformists pleaded for toleration for themselves, but not for 
Hence the legtslntoi-s had been allowed to deal with purely 
questions; — to settle disputes between conflicting 



luB donunifmB), &e forcBaid Mffgleriaui KinffdffPij a 
Xmr^ miiuBti? unto tho mmplioity of tha Gospel, bJ1o« 

Bof ■ alliiwuice, viz., tho authorit; of pashm in their owi 

vbieh thej miuiater, but do other, either io Choruti nr CuDunon- 

■WMlth, more thon other common men have. It it should be put to all 
t tham (iBajnecl ChriHtLins) lifthe poll, to reaolfe thin question. Will 70U 
w content that tho magiatratea ahonlil leave religion free, so at any one 
niglkl freel; exercise the voisbip nf God aocording to the light lit up in 
ik own ODnjKience. aa they have in Holland ! I feti greatly that tbere 
nnU icarce be found one in a tbonauid affinnative volea to thia qim- 
ioD.'— To thill's Myiterioiu Eingdam, p. 9. 
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creeds, and to sequester mitiifitera of irumontl and d 
character, and to fill up the vacancies hy tboroagbly otl^ 
dox men. One of the early acta of the Protector ami !■ 
Council wfts to transfer this power, in part, if not 60117617.11 
a number of leading divines of various sections of the chnfd. 
Their buiiiness was to investigate the claims of candiditi 
for the ministry, — not only their mental, but thedr b 
fitnesa for the work, — to uiqnire " into tha grace of GdA k 
the candidate, hifi holy and unblamenble convei-satian; 1 
into his knowledge, and utterance, and fitness to preach ill 
Gioapel." This Board of Examiners, "Tryera," as theyvH 
called, consisted of thirty-eight men, selected from the P 
byterian. Independent, and Baptist bodies. Of the b 
there were three — John Tombes, D. Dj-ke, and H. JcMif. 
Acceptance of such an office would excite aitrprue in tt| 
present day. It appears to ns to violate inany of <■*" 
cherished principles. StiJl reasons might be urged, of 1 
amall weight, to justify their conduct. The mere exoniia 
tioQ of men, as to their religious character, might not hn 
appeared to them inconsistent with their own teaching. ' 
labours of these men were most onerous. Into the t 
churches they introduced men of piety and zeal, and p 
at no period — certainly not during the time of th« d 
unchecked magnificence ajid power — was the monl si 
the nation so elevated. It is useless to talk of the tomStj 
and hypocrisy of the people, of the cropped hair aod o» 
twang of the men. Tliedaysof Heylin and Hudibi:aaarefi 
Under the outward form there waa a substratum of ei 
piety which dignified human nature, and which ( 
the boldest contrast to the awful impiety of the si 
reign.* Baxter had not much sympathy with the 1 
The presence of Anabapti-sts would give him an •*■ 



* " It i» rolhted of Wilsoii, the Puritan refomier 
membpTof the Auemlily of Diyinea, that he brought the puiib I* iM 
iitkte, that not > roM or flower wu ■ufferod to be githerod on tht U(A 
d>?."~Life of O. HijntDod bv Hunter, p. 11. 
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mixed dislike to the bond. 8till he saj^*:— -Thej avrcd 

many a oongrq^atioii fi!mn ignofans, un^odlT. dnnkcn 

teachers — that sort ci men wh^i^ imend no nK^re in ihe 

ministry than to say a aenmn as readen say xhor CociBKti 

Prayers on Snndaja^ and all the rest of the w^^A ff> with 

the pe<^le to the aldionse^ and harden them in sn: aai 

that sort of ministcfs who cither {«eached a^i^sc a i^Aj 

life, or pleached as men vho were nerer aoqTfius:Sed wia iz. 

These they nsoally rejected, and in their iscad aomTOwi o€ 

any that were aUe, serioas preachers, azid IiTed a T^diy I1&. 

of what tolerable opinions soever they were: so that ziwjapi 

many of them were a little partial for the IsdefKiuieBfiar 

SepaiatauErta, fifth monarchy men, azid Analaficwg, aod 

against the Prelatists and AnnixJans, yet 30 great was the 

benefit above the hurt whi^^ they brooght to the ^xzeh, 

that many thoosands cf sools bl^aeed G^ S jt ta« fig:;hfn.[ 

ministers whom they let in. and grier^d whfixi zt^ PraasiscA 

afterwards cast ont-^f 

Another ordinance followed, xp^jinri^ a Lay wBunfflsiivcL 
for every ooouty, with ten or more cf zh^ znErt^z said ma^ 
noted ministers as their aagistaziS!. fcr r^rt:ilL^ Kazuialcn.% 
ignorant, and inefficient minis&=xs. Az:t rr^^ of ';hi^)M nad 
power to call befixe them any mfni^ter c? %cfir/>ii&d:*uer «lu> 
" is, or shall be, reported cf this diaract^^/ Tluor lahr^nri 
were ardnooR, and were discharge witL mTir:L tAtAhj. ^Xh^ 



• •«' 



'Tety as the world goes, h » si..^ wf* v> i^itak ^ ^ IbaH Hu^ 
wickedneaB of the Anabapcfscs oav STfmr. viiith. ^ii« liu&'.rj ''>^ ;2ut a^ 
win speak to pogterhj.**— Baxtet'i fnfanr. r."fcxr-L 3f«!ir-.#*r»r.ip, p. OT. 

i* The candidate *'was «aZkd v^ ezprjxxnd Vfore *Jufr Fria^.TVirj mum 
glTen text. If the Pkit ab y ig j w<z« fltffdS«ii, as. i&^-aaacu'A w w fr^rm^rU^ 
to the paziah to which the eaEuii.ia£« wm %ppr^us«^, xad \ urAM t9ixti^ 
to the church doors, to the effect tha« a ^xtbkza. s.^rsir^^fr ^f *,fu^ pftrJibv;^^ 
ihonld appear befoie the Pre gb yterr to n^ifj *>Iusrr ^fAUMA-C, <»r 'vr.lutr' 
wiae to forward their exeepcoB. If v> «z/t<!}!eki% wm tek«»i, th« «uuii^ 
date was ordained in the chtireh iz. wLfiih. Le wm V/ vtr7<i^ TV.^ 'twua^Mj 
conais t ed of preaching, piBjcr, a dcclarktiom of fa.&h ^a tiut ^teZ fA *Jm 
candidate, and the JngwiftfoB of haod*," iK.t, -LtfiMrp^t £a<iiaii JSpW' 
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wffe a greater terror/^ says Neal, '^to> the 
-visioiiaFies of those times, than to the rqyridar clergy of mj 
denominstioiL" Many hard drinkers and seaiifbiloin hjp* 
crites were removed from the churciiy in many daatadB d 
the country, by the labours of these men. The commkM 
-was continaed till some time after the Protectoor'a dfliik 
Wales was blest with one also, the inihiesioe of whidk iw 
soon seen in the improred morals and refigious stMie d 
the then wildish mountaineers. To other topics wb mbI 
now turn. 

Th« Baptists, as a body, appear to have bad no n jinfittiy 
with the Tryers. Against their appointment and ikm 
worky many of them from various parts of the coontij pi- 
tested. In the metropolis a very large aasemblj met, tai 
protested against their proceedings. Their sentiineDtB w«f 
made known in a publication issued in 1654, in wliidi tkf 
condemn the Tryers, and say, ^' Is not the new Goori of 
Tryers at Whitehall for ministers of like make witik te 
High Commission Court? The grave image of the waMj 
powers creating a worldly clergy for worldly ends; iof^ 
scandalous; against the rule of the Gk)spel and the fidih «f 
Christ; and as much to be exploded as the Pope aad ^ 
prelates."* This protest was signed by the ioiHowmg^ 
selected from a mass of names in the city and cofuntiy, aarf 
especially Kent : — '^ Ten from the church that walfci wA 
Mr. Feake, now a close prisoner for the cause of Chnt ib 
Windsor Castle; seven in the name of the church thai walb 
with Dr. Chamberlin; twenty-£ve in the name -of the whole 
body that walks with Mr. Bogers, now a prisoner for tUi 
cause in Lambeth ; thirteen of the church that walks wA 
Mr. Kaworth; fourteen with Mr. Knollys; nine of the 
church that walks with Mr. Simpson; twelve of the chmck 
that walks with Mr. Jessey; twenty-two of the chnrch thik 

* A Dedftration of certain Charches of Chriit and Godl]r FBopl* ia flrf 
aboat th«» Citj of London, oonceming the Kingl j Interest of 
the Patient Sufferingi of Hii Cause and Saints in England 
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walks wxtlt Mr. Barebones; eighte^i of the ditirdb: that walks 
witii laeateiiant-Oolonfil Fenton ; and thirteen of tiie chuxch 
that walks with Justice Highland."* 

That Cromwell was favoiirable to the Baptists admits of 
no doubt. Their aid he had received, and on them he could 
geniexally relj. In his own fiimily circle they were found ;t 
in his most seeret councils they had participated; and some 
of his most trusted generals belonged to this body, j: Against 
tkesfr his anger was now excited, and yigorous efforts were 
made to crush their growing power! Both these &ct8 are 
cleazlj stated by Baxter: — ''The Sectarian party in his 
armj, and elsewhere, he chiefly trusted to, and pleased, till 
l^ the people's submission and quietness he thought himself 
well settled : and then he began to undermine them, and by 
degrees to work them out. And though he had so often 
spoken for the Anahapiiata, he now finds them so heady, and 
so much against any settled Government, and so set upon 
the promoting of their way and party, that he doth not only 
begin to blame their unruliness, but also designeth to settle 
hiniMMilf in the people's &.vour by suppressing them. In 



* A.I>ecIaration of certam Chorclies of Christ and Grodly People in and 
abooft the City of London, oonoeming the Kingly Interest of Christ, and 
tlw Bfttient Softeiings of His Cause and Saints in England, p. 2L 

i" Charles Fleetwood, Colonel and Lord-Deputy of Ireland. "This 
pitiful Anabaptist was Oliver's son-in-law, and, upon that score, advanced 
tB he Lieutenant-Genera] of the army; for merit he never had any.** 
— ^MyBtary of the good Old Cause bii£^y unfolded. — Vide ParL Hist., 
voL iiL, p. 15d7 (Appendix). The Desboroughs were also closely connected 
with them. 

% Baxter attributes much to their influence. Li the Parliament, in the 
tnMtment of the king, in the Scottish wars, in the purging of the uni- 
wnitiei, in the Meeting of improper ministers, "the Anabaptists were 
tiie fonrardest in this work." 'All this occurs as an apology for the abuse 
which the good man had heaped on them. — Vide More Proofs of Infant 
Chnrdi Membership, p. 216. " It n^trly concerned him (Cromwell) to 
■■ke much of the Ajiabaptists and Sectaries, which now succeeded Inde- 
pendency as the religion maintained and favoured above all others ; and 
Kiffin, a great leader and teacher, was now in great request at the court 
in WhitehalL*'— Heath's Chronides, p. 355. 
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Ireland they were grown 
many of them re-baptized 
they who opposed them ^ 
fierceness. He sent his so. 
who mightily supprest thi 



I high, that the soldiers v 
s the way to preferment; i 
ire crushed with 
Henry Cromwell into Ireka^ 
, and carried it ao obligioglf 
to all that he was generally beloved; so that Mftjor-G«Da^ 
Ludlow, who headed the Aniibaptiata in Ireland, was tbntt 
to submit And though he long connived at bis old bva^ 
Harrison, the head of the Anabaptists here, yet finding 1 
would be an acceptable* thing to the nation to suppress lui 
he doth it in a trice, and makes him contemptible who fai 
yesterday thoaght himself not much below him; — as tad 
also to the full doth he lay by Lambert : 'which wtn v(| 
pleasing actions."* 

Many of theae were dissatiafied with the Govt 
They were republicau from principle. They had i 
their lives and shed their blood for the Coi 
Their favourite Constitution had crumbled before their e; 
The labours and risks of yeara had vanished from before tbi 
and they dreaded the restoration of a moiiarchy iu the pv 
of the Lord Protector, as fraught with gi-eat evils to relig 
and the State. Their numbers, their infiuence, their tola 
wei-e not despicable. Hence the policy and the condneK 
the Protector towards them In a letter addressed to k"' 
Highnesij in 1654, we ha.ve some glimpses of these tut 
The writer says : — '* The way you intend to take to bri^ 
about tliis design (the reform of the church) ia twufbliL I 
To purge the army of the Anabaptista. 2. To do it i 
degrees. But oh! Oliver, is tliis thy design! And is tU 
the way to be rid of the Anabaptists! And is this tk 
reason, because they hinder the reforming the things ft 
the churchl I confess they have been enem 
byterian church; and so were you when at ] 
Scotland, or at least yon seemed to be ho by your % 



' Barter's Life, pp. 69, 70. 
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actions; for you speake as pure Independency as any of us 
all then, and made this an argument why we should fight 
stoutly, because we had the prayers of the Independent and 
baptized churches. So highly did you seem to love the 
Anabaptists then, that you did not only invite them into 
the army, but entertain them in your fiimilies; but it 
seems the case is altered. But do not deceive yourself nor 
let the priests deceive you; for the Anabaptists are men that 
will not be shuffled out of their birthrights as freebom 
people of England. And have they not filled your towns, 
your cities, your provinces, your castles, your navies, your 
tents, your armies, except that which went to the West 
Indies, which prosper so well? Your court, your very 
Council is not free; only we have left your temples for 
yourself to worship in. So that I believe it will be a hard 
thing to root them out, although you tell the Scottish lord 
you will do it by degrees, as he reports."* The writer then 
asks: — " 1. Whether you had come to that height you are 
now in, if the Anabaptists had been as much your enemies 
as they were your friends? 2. Whether the Anabaptists 
were ever unMthful either to the Commonwealth, &c., in 
general, or to your Highness in particular? And if not, 
then what is the reason of your intended dismission? 
3. Whether the Anabaptists are not to be commended for 
their integrity, which had rather keep fsiith and a good con- 
science, although it may lose them their employment, than 
to keep their employment with the loss of both? 4. Whether 
the Anabaptists did not come more justly by their employ- 
ment in the army, than you came into the seat of Govern- 
ment? 5, Whether, if the Anabaptists had the power in 
their hands, and were as able to cast you out as you were 
them, and they did intend it to you, as you do to them, 
whether your Highness would not say they were all knaves? 
6. Whether an 100 of the old Anabaptists, such as marched 

* Thurloe, vol. iii., p. 150. 
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under your command in '48-9-50, Ac^ het ho§ m gotd asM 
of your mew courtiers, if joa were in such a eondifii ■ 
jon were at Dunbar? 7. Whether joor HighneH^a oohI ■ 
not a greater charge to tJbis nation than the 
the army? and, if so, whethar this be the esre yov 
the people? 8. Whether the moneys hiid <mt in tha 
of new rivers and ponds at Hampton Gourt^ mi^^ 
been better bestowed in paying the pnblic fidth, or lie Att 
baptists' arrears belbre their dismission, <fea'^ 

Major-General Harrison was not only a leading hho, Wi 
probably the chief in this enterprise. '^ As he was tiie Ittd 
of the Anabaptists," says Noble, '4t gave hini the graM 
respect in the world to gain this, who wanted to pall dovi 
the ministry and the law/' " Cromwell and he had htm 
the great apostles of the Independents; he now sp f urn edtfat 
sect as not sufficiently spiritualized, and went orer to ikt 
Anabaptists, who were then a furious and nngoventaUe md 
of men, and he submitted to a submondon from tkea; 
having then washed off all his religious as well as poUtial 
impurities, he became quite a regenerated creature, "f 

Probably before Harrison had assumed the attitmle iii£- 
cated by Noble, various ministers, animated by the flpuik d 
the times, had loudly denounced the Protectorate. Thten 
are so-called allusions to Feake, Bogers, Canne, PoweHI^ and 
others, in the State papers of the time. We place loaw ef 
them before our readers : — '^ The Parliament," sajv "BxtA, 
*^ was but a sub-committee that truckled under the OovbcS 
of State and Oliver for their occasion, and Feake's (a gmt 
fifth monarchy preacher) congregation held at BlackfimB 
(this H— of the Commonwealth being between Scyb 



* Thurloe, vol. iii, pp. 150, 151. 

t Noble's Begiddes, voL i, pp. 319, 320. "HarriBon, who was ftht M 
of the Anabaptists, gave him the greatest respect in the worid to giii At 
great conntenanoe to his party, by which the pitmd fods gnw laS^\ i* 
did his party." — Intercepted letter, without date. Burton, toL L, pk 7H 
"Cromwell and Harrison had lived in cordial friendship.** — Qoodvii. 
voL iv., p. 68. 
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! Charybdis), who cuts out every iky's work for the 
House"" la a letter to Dan Lloyd, at Wexham, Dec. 22, 
1683, occurs the foUowing:—" Mr, PoweU and Mr. Feake 
3ia.Ting spoken somewhat largely tlieir thoughts of this pre- 
sent change were yesterday taken into custody. Mr. Powell 
laai n^ht was called before the CoancU, and both he and 
Mf. Feake were with them a. long time this day; but have 
received no further judgment na yet, but do stand committed 
to the aergeant-at-ami.''. To-morrow, again they are to 
"appear. How far they ahaU proceed Ls not yet clear to va. 
Major-G. Harrison Ijeing treated with, to know if he could 
own and act under the present power, and declaring that he 
could not, had his commission taken from him."f From the 
BBme volume we gather additional information. " I know 
not whether you have formerly lieard of the Monday's 
Lectures at Blaokfinars, where three or foor Anabaptist! cal 
miniRters preach constantly with very great bitterness 
i^ainst the present tfoverament, hut especially against hia 
Bxeellency, calling him the man of sin, the old dragon, and 
Dumy other Beriptnral names; the chief of thera is one 



+ ThorloB's9t»topB])eni,vol.i.,p.4ei. There in a notice of tluBin* 
Uttar from the Dutoh A mbuandur whJsh refers to this mutter:— "I un 
iDfbnnod bf a, very good huid, tliat tlie Lard Protector doth take a great 
deal of puiiu, mid Lath speut much time, aliont the aJTaira of the C'honli 
«f EnginJid, tu bring the name, hj some toleration and connivance, into ft 
mnudemlile and peaceable condition, to the content oC all differing par- 
ties ; and the buHnew is already bo far advanced, that a meeting ia upon 
certain conditions agreed on — not under the name of a Synod, but of ft 
lirriDg and Christian-like reception— where any one may propound (or a 
mntial toleration. It is also finally agreed on, that to that end tha 
biahoii and Anabaptists shall be admitted inbt it, na well aa the Inde- 
peikdents and Presbyterians ; but yet with this proviso, that they BliaQ 
not dispute one anothei'^s principles, bnt Inbour to agree in union : and 
H a believed that the effect thereof will be seen in a ehnrt time. Hla 
Highnew bun cauaed Feaka and Simaon to be apprehended and impri- 
wned : two of the ohicfest captainB of the AnabaptiatB, who did preach 
meat acornfully agunst the present Government." — Dutch Ambassador, 
Psb„ 1653. Thurlos. vol. ii., p. 67. 
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Feake, a bold and cr^y orator, and of high repoun 
amongat them. It has been wondered the generJ ba w 
patiently permitted them; but yesterday 1 heard the 
reaflon of it, which is, that he cannot help it, for they pi 
by an Act of the late Parliament, which the Couual 4 
Stat* cannot overrule, and this Parliament will not a 
it; but on Tuesday last, as I take it, they were called 
a private committee, when the general was present, whoutt 
them that the ill odour they had cast upon the GotemiuM 
haa given confidence to our enemies abroad and at fa 
and would bring the Parliament into contempt; and 
whatsoever ill effects followed, they must be accountabb to 
it. Foake replied, tliat he desired that what the general t 
and what he answered, might be registered in heaven; 
that it was his tampering with the king, and his 
an exorbitant power, which made these disorders; an 
held forth the fifth monarchy. The general answered, 
when he heard him begin with a record in heaven, he Si 
not expect that he would have told such a lie upon Ik* 
earth ; hut assured him, that whensoever he should be Lute 
pressed by the enemy than they yet had been, it would ta 
necessary to begin first with them ; and so dismiased Ui^ 
I forgot to tell you that the general had brought Stettjoi 
two or three more of his minbters to oppose spirit to i 
and to advise Feake and the rest to obedience, as tha 
necessaiy way to bring in the kingdom. But it is belieredwt 
shall have very much trouble from the Anabaptists; yd i 
is thought their power is nothiug so great in the army •* il 
the House, they having none above a captain of their [Wlf 
besides Harrison, who, it ia thought, will betray all the 
but whether the general will ease himself of thon vb 
House by the old way of putting, or the new one of fr 
solving, resti) in his own and the officers' breasts."* Soal 
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of the facts ore stated in another of the papera: — "The 
; Anabaptists are highly em-aged agaia^t the Protector, inao- 
: much that Vavaseur PoweU, on Monday last, in Christ's 
church, puhKcly called him the disaemblingeat perjured vil- 
lain, in the world; and desired that if auy of hia friends 
. were there, they would go iind tell him what they said; and 
. withal, that his reign ■was but short, and that he should be 
served worse than that gi'eat tyrant the last Lord Protector 
was : he being altogether as bad, if not worse than he." 
From an intercepted letter to Paris, under date of Dec. 14th, 
1653, from no fiiendly pen, we gather a little more informa- 
: tion.* The writer says ; — " Hairison is now out of doors, 
■ having all along joined with the Anabaptists. The Ana- 
baptists, though no good coiUd be expected from theni, or 
from Harrison, yet they will be able to do harm, and dis- 
locate us in our councils and institutions, in casting asper- 
aioDB on us in all parts and on all occaaiona. They are 
restless, although not considerable, yet they will receive 
what encouragement there can be in a private way to make 
them in their own judgment more considerable than they 
are really ; and truly it were ill with moat men, if they had 
power. It is also vented abroad, to deceive the vulgar, that 
CromweU intends to call home the 8 cots king; and that there 
is no hurt intended the honest party of the Anabaptists, but 
to suppress the ill-disposed of them, and who are guided by 
a Jesuit party, who had the power over them. These things 
will satisfy some, but not all. I have formerly acquainted 
yon how the Royalists, the Presbyterians, the Papists, and 

Purliflmeiit, before ItA diaeolution, had declared Mm iDcapable of any 
■mplormect in the State."— Fronoh Anab., Gniiot, roL u., p. 275. 

• Thnrliie, State Papers, vol i. , p. 633. In 16.M a mandate wa* issued 
oriering Hamaon tn retnra to hin native county of Stafford. — Goodwin, 
toLiT., p. 60. InThurloc, the following occuih in relation to this;— "I 
un just now ussarEd, and from that yon may belioVB, that Harrison, V. 
Powell, sad Mr. Feake, have been this day before hia Highness and ths 
CoDDcU, and that Foffgll and Feake are tbis evening sent to prison, and 
EarriioD hath his commhnion taken from liim,"— ToL i., p. 641. 
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the Independents h&re been abused; and now tke Aidbf' 
tists, with all other sectanes^ are nmoh more abnni ia 
those/* &c. 

In 1654, Rogers was still imp:iaoned with Eeake. h 
was brought before the Council, when he and the FroMi 
debated various matters. The only charge aguuk ii 
former was dissatis&ction with diverts Gkyvenmient ill 
this, Major-GreneraL BLarrison, CoL Rich, aikdi some ottii^ 
urged his Highness to release the priaonen and otheniii 
were deprived of their Hbertj, or else to try thiMn. Qaa 
well's i*epl7 was characteristic ^' It was through moKjUk 
was deferred, because if the law had its due oonne, Iki 
lives would be forfeited." They were removed to Wb 
Castle, probably as a place of greater safety, the next 
On other parts of the country, the Qovemment k^ i 
watchful eye. Its spies were everywhera Thuxloe w 
indefatigable in his inquiries. His volumes are fall of «^ 
respondence on all subjects affecting the Ctovemmenl (ki 
John Gunter, of Brecon, writes to tell him: — '* I am 
to acquaint you, that the Anabaptists do daily 
and list themselves in these parts, under pretence to aa 
for the Lord Protector; but the county do not umliiiiUiii 
of any commissions they have from his Highnes: aad the 
persons listed do declare their design is to releaae HamMB» 
&c. All which may be well worthy of consideTBtioB.'^ 

Two or three allusions to Mr. Powell's oomplezitj ia Ihk 
design^ whatever it may be, are now before us. 
to a meeting, probably at Blackfriars, the writer 
'^ Rogers read a letter openly to his auditors, which he mi 
came from Mr. Powell, from Wales, who did aiBiiie hni if 
20,000 saints then ready to hazard their blood in iluftawrf 
their causc^f The other we gather from the we^ly prai 



* Several Froeeedingi of Staie AfUin, No. 2a0» P«b., 1«M. HA^ 
Proceeding! of State Affnn, 1665. 
t Thnrloe, toL iiL,^i91. 
t Ibid, p. 137. 
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ibai period : — " The Major-Oeneral (Berry, at Worcester) 

it for Vovaseor Pcrwell, njid acquEiinted liim that it was 

ifbmied that they were about some design to put things in 

istraction; wlio answered, it was fiir from him or any of hia 

deads to deaiga any siuih matter; upon which aubject they 

ltd m»Dy words and much diacourae: but at length the 

lajor-Genera] diamissad liim nnd sent liim home, upon pro- 

ise to oome whenaoerer he should send for him."* 

The only allusion to Ganne, and others, we find in the 

addressed to the Secretary :—" There hath been 

Dr. Newtou since your visit to me ; he hath gone 

rery little out of the town this winter ; he accompanies with 

isaSeeted persotis, and was aii old companion of Paul 

was o&e of Paul Hobsoa'n great aaaociatea, 

ad also a companion of old cavaliers. This day, some of 

ifaf^tized judgment met at Newcastle about Paul 

Hobson's eight diabolical reasons, cenauring ail that signed 

3 address to his Highness," kct " There are but few that 

• dissatisfied with the present Government in that place 

!ull): the chief is Mr. Canne, whose removal, I hiimbly 

iceire, and hinted as much to your Highness, would be 

ty necessary; he doth disputise amongst tte soldieiy, his 

* Morouriuji Politiiioa, No. 285. Nov., 1G55. " He Lad some confidenoe 

laoediuMin bytlie Protector, in being ejipoiiitedMajor-GenuniJ uf Wuleg; 

at his coaduut -vaa snnh that it greatly injured the GoTemmeiit, tor 

iking to hia boaom Vavoscat FowbII, a most ohnaiione An&baptiBt, who 

■o far gone in fuiaticiil Taadnese that he tbrew nil Wales in Sames ; 

■S aa Ennison had taken erory method of putting the gentr; out of all 

dniona, and in their room phicing the coiiTerta of tiis ovra pariy, it 

both him and the Protector odiouB ; hot this was reoHfied. Powell, 

TKTionii fmitlesa admonitionK, was eent to prison. " — Noble, voL i., 

+ Latlar from J. Topping to ThurLna TjnBmoutii, Feb. 5, IftM. 
Papers, voL iiL, p. 138. Hobsoii appears to have resided at New- 
) at this time. Hie name appears as a witneui to a marriage certi- 
at Hexham. He in called a major in lomo existing docnmeutE, and 
ihaiged by the Beiham minister vith si 
tian ponoiples, but vhich, it vras said, inferred only tu 
McMataU.— Doti^aa, pp.63, 60. 
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spirit not agi-eeing with tlie Government."* From an lott* I 
rity already quoted — whose facte may be received, thoo^ta I 
deductions from them may frequently be repudiated •' ' 
Iqss — we Icara that " Harrison, with Meears. Pheke (Ftik^ I 
Canne, and Kogera, met at the House of Mr. Dafonn,! I 
Bartholomew Lane, over the Royal Exchange, wbew ^ 1 
held their various conaultationa about ati iasurrectioa-l 1 
The alarm extended to Ireland. Pixtm that conntry we hMyt, ] 
happily, a. condensed statement, which we place before ■ 
readers. On many accounts this docomeiit is o" 
interest It throws light on tlie condition of oar bo4f4 
this time in the sister isle: — 

"Mr. Tkomae Harrison la Seerflary Thurlor, 

" HOHOtlKEli SlE, — I know by experience that lie wh4 ■■ 
to be faJthfitll in discovering the miscarri&ges oven of good ■ 
when doingeruiiB to the publi^e, ruDB tbe hazitrd nf Iraia^ n 
and judged by men, and also of being judged by the IjarA, u 
his actings spring from a, roote of faithfullnesae, and a 
at the service and safety both of the publtque aad of the rery pt 
themselves, who arc laid ho open. With the awe and dread api 
heart of that day of Jesua Chmt wberein the secrets of kU b 
shall be revealed, I shall proceed (ocuording to your ei 
tnonifeat the spirit of that way, the principles and p 
persons, who have soe tarre prevailed in this poore coudI 
Kilkenny with my lord the 18th of last month, Mr. ] 
"Wood, Mr. Wells, and my selfe, went solemnly to M 
(the oracle of the Anabaptists in Ireland), cam[ihkiaing of tbrirW 
withdrnwings from us in publiqae worahiji. 

"Ue nlleadged the cause thereof to be our not oliserving Uu cafa 
of the ai»stles by bajitisin. Nevertheles they could toost of lim 
.sometimes joyne with us, provided, lat, That in a. day of prayer tfal 
may speake last, that if any thing be spoken against fiod ur dnri 
or the truth, they might have an opportunity to bear vilBMB 

• Letter from J. Topping toThurloo. Tynemoutll, FebnuryS. IM 
State Papery vol. iii., p. 24a 

i" Noble, voL i., p. 322. Colonel Overton vaa a party to a pnjart (■• 
new Conititutioo. The outline* may 1» seen in Whitelockr. vciii. 
p. 36. Goodwin ditonsses the whole i|uestiaD ; voL iv., ch. ul XiUi 
i« seldom to be trusted, especially whan a secUry u hvtor* bin. ■• 
" Livei of the Regicidei" is nothing leu Chan a anevessioB of blMJwii 
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it it, and the Hke liberty they desired at lectures, &c; 
, That SLDging of Psalms be wholly forborne; and 3rdly, 
ittemes and termes of reflexion; 4thly, That we forbear to 
aagnifying titles even to men, or to be large in commendation 
sir graces, when (said he) we know no such thing by them, bnt 
r hear the contrary; 5thly, That we should not hinder godly 
Erom places of authority and power, because of their judge- 

), &C. 

his man is now fixed with the congregation at Dublin, and Mr. 
it appointed as an cTangelist to preach up and downe the 
ry. The last named being at the Kaes, with CoL Axtell, when 
} of his Highoess's danger by the fall came imto them, they 
ed heartily at it, as a minist^ maintained by the State in those 
hath assured me. At Dublin, they solemnly by excommunica- 
leliyered up to Satan a godly man, for falling off, as they said, 
the truthes of Christ to anti-christian errors, in joining with Mr. 
sr, &C. ; and for no other cause in the world. The man sat next 
le last Lord's day in breaking of bread with that society, who 
¥ith reoeiyed him upon due enquiry after their ejection of him. 
yet, alas ! how is this land shared out amongst persons of his 
Eudon; goTcrnours of towns and citties, 12 at least, colonells 10, 
-colonels 3 or 4, majors 10, captains 19 or 20, preachers in 
'■ 2, officers in the civill list 23 ; and many of whome I neyer 
. The enclosed is a true map of Ireland, drawn by the 
>f as judicious, as industrious, as precious a plain -hearted 
ter of the gospell as any I know in Ireland. Sir, I assure you 
my lord never saw a line that I writ you or to his highnesse. 
not unacquainted with the snares and temptations whereby my 
hath been formerly indangered, and whereof I suppose his 
es may be still fearfull and jealous; but, sir, I can assure you, 
» praise of rich and glorious grace, the good hand of the Lord 
wonderfully broken them, to the admiration of all, both friends 
snemies, who formerly knew my lord. Sir, I dare adde no 
3r to your trouble at present, but begge you would pardon, 
** Sir, your &ithfull Servant in the Lord, 

"T. Habhisoit. 
>lin, 8ber 17, 1656."* 

le anxiety of the Government, and the extent and influ- 
of our brethren in this country, may be accounted for by 
■al facts. Goodwin assures us that the majority of new 

* Vol. xxxi., p. 20r. 
O 
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settlers planted in Ireland by Cromwell and lus officenwm 
Baptists, that the leading officers of the victorious Xna^ 
belonged to that community, and that, by the influence tf 
Fleetwood, a Baptist was made Lord Chancellor andt 
Privy Councillor. On the retirement of Fleetwood, h 
second son of the Protector was made Lord-Deputy, ftm 
his pen we have an expression of the hopes and fears of tk 
Government. We arrange them in the order in which tkf 
occur. Lord Henry thus writes: — " Here, about the ba^ 
quarters, as also those in other parts of the nation, lit 
abundantly satisfied and well pleased with the piwis 
Grovemment in England ; unless it be some few inoaDafar 
able persons of the Anabaptist judgment, who are alaoqut^ 
though not very well contented; but I believe thej ¥3 
receive much satisfaction from a letter lately come into tiior 
hands from Mr. Kiffin and Spilsbury, in which they have dedt 
very homely and plainly with those of that judgment koe 
But I must say this, that if they had been inclinable to hm 
made disturbance, they had sufficient encouragement hm 
those in chief places here, who have managed biudnMi of 
late with much peevishness and forwardness, endeavoanit 
to render the Government as unacceptable as possibly tiMy 
could, especially Ludlow and Jones."* From another pet 
Thurloe is infoi-med : — " Upon the first knowledge of tUi 
great alteration, the A(nabaptists) were much tronUBil 
many of their objections being against the title of * Highr*^* 
and * Protector,* which they conceive are to be attributed t» 
God alone. Some were also grounded upon liis repoiti tf 
my lord's sitting at table alone, and being served on tk 
knees. But that which I find to lie at the bottom in thi% 
that the late Parliament did countenance their way man 
than any others; and that his Highness was privy to, if D0t 
instrumental to their breaking up, and that at a time wbff 



* H. Cromwell to Thurloe, 8th March, 1653. State Fiqm^ vol S^ 
p. 14y. 
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they were passing a glorious reforming Act, the taking away 
tLthes, the maintenance of the rotten clergy. Their invec- 
tives and derisive expressions were many and frequent, and 
used by the chief of them." Allusion also to Kiffin and 
Bpilabory's letter occurs in this letter, and to other matters.* 
*^ Sir, as to your grand affairs of Ireland, especially as to the 
Analiaptist party, I am confident they are much conceived 
In England. Truly, I am apt to believe that on the change 
of afi&irs here was discontent enough, but very little ani- 
mosity : for certainly never yet any faction, so well fortified 
by all the officers, civil and military, almost in the whole 
nation, did quit their interests with more silence. Some two 
or three were at the first imprisoned for plots and libels, 
which caused such a general compliance, that should a 
stranger arrive here now, ho would never believe that there 
itad been any difference, unless upon the Sabbath a congre- 
gation maybe discovered of which Mr. Patient is pastor, from 
whose church those in profitable employment daily do 
declaim."t " I hear of some strange passages of your Ana- 
baptists of Dublin, to the grief and offence of Lord Henry 
OromwelL I do marvel what that people would have. My 
lord's demeanour hath been such everywhere since his 
coming, that godly people generally speak well of him, and 
are mach satisfied with him. But the Anabaptists, I hear 
(especially those of Dublin, for I heard our Governor, CoL 
Leigh, much commend him), are not pleased. Surely the 
pride and uncharitableness of that people shall ere long bring 
ihem low. I hope that the horrid schism of the Anabaptists, 
the madness of the Quakers, &c, &c,, should all ply that 
petition more, * Thy kingdom come/ " &c. J " Can his High- 
ness believe that the Anabaptists were, especially those 

* Letter of J. Uoyd to Thurloe. Dublin, March 13, 1653. Vol. ii., 
pp. 163, 164. 

+ R. Jennings to W. Howard. Thurloe, voL ii., p. 213. 

i Edward Wales to Dr. Harrison. Dublin, 14th of 10th month, 1665. 
Thurloe, voL iv., p. 314. 
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here, to be his best and most faiths fnends; and tkatiki 
others vill desert him they will stand bj him, as Qtkai 
Harrison says) But let the sober, good people ihrcM^bM 
Ireland be asked their knowledge, thej will be able to td 
you, that when they appeared for the owning of his Hi^ 
ness, these men did openly deny him; and not only so^ la 
reproached and reviled those who did own bim, and I ai 
confident have marked him out for revenge, if ever the nil 
should turn. Let us not be deceived. Yon wrote me 'wori 
in your last of Day's and Sympson's carriage. Daie ^befh 
so bold if they had not good backs? How long haia ik 
Anabaptists and they been at oddsl From wbenoe oomi 
John Sympson? We have cause to bless the Lavd thstk 
had not lefb us to such a spirit. It is good to use 1fT»4f^— 
towards them. I have done it, and shall still do it; Vat 
shall withal be careful to keep them from power vIm^ if 
they had power, would express little tenderness 
those that would not submit to their way."* ** I have 
my return been more courted by the Anabaptisto 
formerly. Mr. Patient and some others, who bad not 
with me of a long time before, came to visit me^ iii 
expressed mach as to their satis&ction with mj managenoi 
of things here, and that their people had as much liberty m 
they could desire ; and much to the same purpose. What tkb 
means, I must of a sudden imagine. I shall, as finmoilf , 
cany it with all moderation towards them.''f The oa^ 
other allusions we shall give for the present are the U- 
lowing: — ^' I am glad the ministers parted so well 
only it is said, that not only those inclined to 
disliked the proceedings, but that the soberest Independsaki 
were and are dissenters to most of the things agreed on," kti 

* H. Cromwell to Thnrloe. Dablin, Dee. 22, 166fi. Tlmrioe^ voL h^ 

p. 34a 

t Letter from H. Cromwell DnUin, 22d Oct, 1056w Ibaiki^ vol. I, 
p. 731. 
4: Thurloe to H. CromweU. Whitehall, Jane 4, IMS. YoLfiL^pkia 
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''The Anabaptists seem, for the major party here, to be 
neither pro nor e&n: thej neither rejoice with those that 
rejoice, nor mourn with those that mourn, as to the present; 
bat they still look like a Commonwealth of their own,'' kjn* 
''He (Fleetwood) then began to tell me of dissatis£e^tion 
amongst the Anabaptists, Independents, and others pro- 
feBsing godliness; offered his help and assurance to write and 
ocNtnpose, and to that end he would bring the most discon- 
tented of all parties to set meetings. You know I have had 
my diare of trouble by the Anabaptists. AQd now things 
were reduced to that calm state that I have not since that 
time heard the least stir or complaint from them, but at 
that time many professions of abundant satis&ction from 
the chief amongst them. The Independents were th\is above 
measure pleased; and the fresh joy of being delivered from 
the reign of the Anabaptists gave him no time to think of 
setting up for himself.''t 

Many of these had embraced the doctrine of the personal 
reign of Christ. In history they are classed with the irfth 
monarchy men of this period. The doctrine was not confined 
to our brethren. Men of distinction in other communities 
held it. The opinion was probably not more common then 
than now. They not only taught this, but apparently regarded 
the saints as the only fit persons for rulers. The feet is not very 
dear. Warwick charges them with this, but his competency 
to judge, or his honesty in describing, may often be ques- 
tioned: — " For by this time the officers of the army, especi- 
ally Harrison and his fifth monarchy men, pretended Christ 
only to reign and his government to be exercised by the 
dnts, new distinctions are raised betwixt the people of the 
land (who were not promiscuously to be trusted with the 
choioe of their own representatives) and the people of God, 
who were both to choose and fill up the vacant places; and 

* Letter to Thurloe. Leith, June 22, 1658. Thurloe, voL vU., p. 194. 
t H. Cromwell to Monk. June 23, 1658. Thurloe, voL vii., p. 199. 
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in such persons it was fit only to lodge the supreme ftG&»- 
rity, men fearing God and of approved sincerity."* 

These attempts, like most others against the Protecfari 
Government, were abortive. His genius penetrated ewr 
plot, and at the most fitting time defeated it. It iras so ■ 
this case. An order was issued about Feb. 19, 1655,V 
which Major-General Harrison, Colonel Kicliy and otkn^ 
were placed under arrest.t How soon after the general wm 
liberated we know not, but his zeal vrss not ezhanstti 
We find him at large again, and with his friends panaing 
the same course. Two years later than his first imprisGB- 
ment (Feb., 1657), Cromwell issued his commands to one of 
his officers in these words: — "Sir, I desire you to aebe 
Major-General Harrison, Mr. Carew, Portman, and such « 
are eminent fifth monarchy men, especially Fecike and Eogen: 
do it speedily, and you shall have a warrant after yoa Ibtc 
done."J Regaining their liberty, they, with other repal)- 
licans, made an attempt the year after, but were seized, tni 
Harrison, Lawson, Rich, and Col. Danvers, with some of thdr 
accomplices, were confined in the Gate House till the daid 
of the Protector. || We have entered into these details « 
tending to illustrate some important movements in our body 
during this period of our history. Other matters will no** 
claim the reader's attention. 

During Monk's absence from Scotland, Colonel Lilbime 
encouraged his brethren in their work of fiiith and labour of 

* Memoirs of Sir P. "Warwick, p. 40G. 

+ Perfect Diurnal, 1655, p. 272. 

% A True and Impartial Narrative, &c., bj Kingsley BetheL Xaicm 
Tracts, vol. iv., p. 527. 

II Public Intelligence, April 13, 1657. A manifesto was iamied, caU 
'*A Standard Set up, whereunto the true Seed and Saints of the Moil 
High may be gathered together for the Lamb, against the Beast and tbc 
False Prophet ; or the principles and declarations of the Remnant wbii 
have waited for the blessed appearance .and hope." Harrison, AdmiT^ 
Lawson, Colonel Oakey, Portman, and others, had been oonsnttad, bot 
there is no proof that they united in the foolish enterprise.— ridlr 
Goodwin, voL iv., chap. 24. 
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love. His troops contained many Baptists. In all their stations 
they lield their meetings. Aid from the churches in the 
ISTorth was sent at the Colonel's request, especially from the 
church at Hexham. Their success was considerable. Monk*s 
retom in 1654 checked this. He had no sympathy with 
them. His deep, designing spirit, must often have been 
crossed by their manly uprightness and Christian simplicity. 
With the Presbyterians there was more of harmony. Their 
hatred to our brethren was intense. The Parliament of the 
nation, in 1652, had issued a declaration against the new 
Scotch dippers.* A memorial was presented to him from 
the Baptist churches in 1655, and another in 1659, by the 
Baptists in and around Edinburgh, in which they asked for 
a toleration to all sects except Papists and Prelatists.1* The 
reply of Monk, as he was departing on his treacherous 
enterprise, was worthy of the deep-laid hypocrisy of the 
man. The following, presented to Monk in 1654, may be 
taken aa a specimen of these memorials. It probably refers 
to charges of attempts to overthrow the Government : — 

"Presented January 24, 1654. 
** To the Bight Honourable General Monk, Commander-in-Chief of 

all the Forces in Scotland. 

'* The humble address of the baptized churches, consisting of officers, 
soldiers, and others, walking together in Gospel order, at St. 
Johnston's, Leith and Edinburgli. 

•* May it please your honour, that good hand of Providence which 
called many of us into the armies, from the beginning of the late 
intestine troubles, hath also (to our comfort) kept us hitherto free 
from those works of darkness which tend to division and confusion both 
in State and army. Therefore we desire, by this our humble address, 
to vindicate our integrity before men and angels from those calumnies. 
Iftfcely cast upon us, making us the authors of dissention and disturb- 
ance to the publique; when, on the contrary, our conscience bears us 
witness, that our weak endeavours have been to promote the publique 



* Whitelocke, voL iiL, p. 480. 

+ The former may be found in the Perfect Diurnal, No. 270, Feb., 1G55 ; 
the latter fact in Douglas's Hist., p. 43. Johnston's Circular Letter of 
the Baptist Union of Scotland will supply more details. 
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interest in the greatest danger and hardship ; for whidi. abo "wt hm 
improved our portion in heaven, by prayers and tears to Km Hil 
was able to save. And seeing now at length we are so ssTed tibk 
we are brought (by a continued series of providences, throng sDAi 
visible difficulties of twelve years' warr) unto a blessed hope mk 
expectation of reaping a harvest of rest and peace, we are grieidt 
and cannot but mourn to see that raging spirit of enmity fit ii 
the hearts of men bent to destroy their brethren ; some, like Cor mi 
his companies, labouring to turn the people from obedience toihdr 
leaders ; others by false surmisings and open reproaching, tmk^- 
vouring to exasperate the spirit of superiors against their people: • 
that if there be any enchantment against Jacob or diTinatioB agnii 
Israel, if men would have cursed where God hath blessed, tiiej hd, 
ere this, involved the nation into blood again; and as no age nee 
Israel's coming out of Egypt can parallel the great and wejghtj 
works of God for a poor despised people, with this we live in, 
so we are persuaded that there was never more sabtiltles oi 
imder specious pretences of religion and conscience, both in 
ticks and politicks, than this age hath produced. 

*' Therefore we have cause to judge, that these late 
men are but new tricks of the old deceiver to subvert the 
tions of good government, and hinder an established liberty to GoA 
people, that in the midst of our divisions he mig^t moie ii47 
strengthen his owi^ kingdom, and in time bring a yoak again spos 
the necks of saints. But that which is our greatest tronUe is the 
midst of these stirrs, is to see that any who have professed god]iBeai» 
or any member of our body, should give the least occasion to be asi- 
pected to joyn hands with the workers of iniquity. By whid Bit- 
carriage, -tiie honor of Christ, religion, and ourselves, lie oboosioat 
to the calumnies of such as delight to render our profession odiosi^ 
and wait for occasion to say of us,. as sometimes it was said of osr 
betters, ' These are they that turn the world upside down ; chaipag 
us with despising dominion, and speaking evil of dignities, as if 
designs were to pull down others, that we might set np o 
Kow, lest our silence in this day of slander should seem to plead m 
guilty, we are prest in our consciences, first, in the deep sense of tW 
honour of Christ that lies at stake. Secondly, out of duty to his H^ 
ness, your Honor, and all good men, to present this oar homblt 
address, to clear our innocency from those unjust aspersions ws are 
charged with, through the defect of one, we knowing none more 
imder suspicion of guilt in this matter of our society. 

'* We do, therefore, as in the presence of the Searcher of all hssitt, 
declare, — 
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" 1. That we are altogetlier iunoeent .ind ignorant of any plotting 

i contriving with any person whatsoever in this design spoken of, 

in any other tending to division in State or army. 

"2. We doe disown all such (thon^h our brethren) that were or 
Uy be found contrivara or fomeators of any of the aforesaid wicked 

Ticea, Bod bear our teatimumes against such as great sizmers, and 
' a to the pabliqne peace and weKair of the nation, 
'e due declare, hereby, freedom in owning the present magia- 
y and authority, by the providence of God set over ua, in the 
nr present go voMOura, and govemonr- in- chief, to whom we 

e not only our civil Babjection, for conscience sake, but also our 
rs and BuppUcations for a blessing npou their righteous endea- 
; and that at the end of their work they, may receive that 
I imiDDrtal crown of nghteonaness, as a reward for all that hath or 
■ball be done by them for God and his poor people. 

"4. Seeing it is the design of our enemies to brand us, as those 
that would throw doHu others to set up ourselves and interest, wo 
doo humbly manifest as unto your Honor, so to all the world, that it 
is neither oiu' opinion or desire that men of our judgment, or any 
othar particular interest or faction of men so called, should be set up 
to lord it over their differing brethren ; but count it mercy that there 
is a curbe upon each interest, and yet all have their liberty. As for 
onr parts, we lay no Other claim to State affairs, or great places, than 
our national birthright, in a peaceable subjection to the powers set 
over ns. Our greatest espected freedom being ijuietly to worship 
God; which freedom we conceive is a fruit of the purehaseoE our dear 
Badecmer, an answer to prayers of many generations and a nine 
yean' contest with tears and blood. And in this we are confident to 
have the favourable aspect of his Highness the Lord Protector, your 
Honor, and all uohyassed Christians ; and as for those other expected 
good things for the nation, and ourselves as part, we are taught by 
the husbandman that laboureth, to wait with patieuce till the Lord 
cause the early and latter raio of heaven to water the bearia of 
goivemors and govem'd, that the fruita of righteousness, love, and 
medneas, may more abundantly appear in a wise and holy conver- 
sitaon ; then will magistrates lie more apt to rule, and x>eople more 
ready to obey, and the nations more &t to receive the mercies, which 
we fear their nnworthyness hinders. 

"And now having freely opened our hearts, as in the presence of 
the Alroighly, we dare appeal from heaven to earth, and let our 
enemies be our judges; yea, if wee have done this, if iniquity bo in 
our hands, let the enemy tread down our lives upon the earth, and 
lay down our honor in the dust ; but onr defense is of God, aa con- 
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siilered tbU our hnmble address (wberem we mind ouely pUuN 
and truth, measuring our worda with the upri^t meuiiiigi of m 
hearts), we may expect the continiiBQce uf your Honor's good lIi 
tionB, which ws shall always endeavour to answer ia all buiiiliU n! 
miasiou to your jnat commandH, with earnest desire for a portimi 
that heareuly wisdom to direct yon in going in and oat belon i 
great a ijeople. If any think "we plead too freely io our owa oM 
let them consider it's matter af fact we are charged with, and tJN 
will say it's lawful for us tu plead not guilty; and we desire th« nM 
sity of UDLon amongat good uieu in this day, when diviaoa ii a 
enemies' greatest strength, may make our ajnilogy fop thi» trovUi 
there being nothing that will more rejoice oar Iiearte than U> tet 
Lord's ]H!oplD in the nations aud army to joyn hearts and It 
nith their leaders, to advance the great work of God hegun in 
daye; wherefore we hope we bIuUI not cease night imd day btmi 
ing the great Shepherd of Israel to give unto his people (scinii 
flock) one heart to fear him, that they may stand fast with one ip 
with one mind, strii-ing together for the faith of the Gospd, di*t 
beloved of his soul may be hut one protector. Parliament ; and _ 
one general, commander, su[>orior aud inferior, fearing God: tolnli 
one in and for Christ, and the promotion of his kingdom tB 1ti 
world. Then might we assuredly exjiect that the Lord would 
forth with our anoies, that his glory would dwell in our camp^ 
that he would delight in ua to do ns good, and still use na as Ul | 
instrumenta in the rest of his work, and at length cause 
ness, truth, jicace, mcekuess, and sweetness to flow forth fniid 
to ]icop1e, from people to nders : so shall all of us have oi 
bless God for such magistrates, and they to bless God for nu 
and both rulers and people, with joynt consent, will liavB 
came to praise the Lord for bis nnspeakable mercy." 

Hcatli lulls us, tliat "nu univing at Leith, Octolier IQti, 
IGiiO, he tiimed all the Anabaptintical officers out of hit 
regiments, and secured them in Tiuiptallan Castles Hi" owi 
lieutenant. Colonel Holmes, was an Anabaptist Tlioy win 
aftei-wards removed to the Basse (the Bass Rock) Isbuid, oW 
of the way of all communication. "J The reasou is obrionv 
from another fact which we select from the same Cliraiticle. 
Lambei't, who liad been ordered to check the progrna nt 
tJie suBnected general, had many BaptisU in hi« urtni. 
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" Relying on the army interest, and the Anabaptist party 
(now very numerous, and at this time the uppermost), for 
that had its turn, too, as well as the Presbyterians and Inde- 
pendents, but swayed not so long (all the other sects centre- 
ing here); for now was the time of the fulness and visible 
power of Zion, as it was concluded by this people.'** 

It is difficult, if not impossible, to ascertain with any de- 
gree of accuracy the total number of Baptist churches at this 
time; but one thing is certain, the rapidity of their increase. 
In the metropolis, in Kent, in the Midland counties, and in 
the northern parts of the island, they had multiplied greatly, f 
Better still, their order and discipline was assuming the form 
and consistency which now marks them. The facilities for 
personal intercourse with each other were exceedingly few. 
Travelling was not only difficult, but dangerous. Yet a 
deep fraternal interest in each other*s spiritual welfare 
"was cherished. They looked on each (though separate and 
independent communities) as forming one common brother- 
hood. They were the depositories of precious truth, unknown 
and rejected by other devout men. The purity of Christ's 
church — ^the individuality of religion — the freedom of con- 
science, were held by them with a clearness found in no 
other community. To cherish and expand them, two plans 
were adopted by our brethren. One was, intercourse by 

♦ Chron., p. 431. 

•f* One or two items of information we have gleaned since the above was 
written. In 1653, H. Jessey says: "That in the church meeting in 
Great All-Hallows, London, 200 have been baptized within these three 
yeazB.*' That a messenger from his own church, and another from the one 
above, had been sent to visit churches in the counties of Essex, Suffolk, 
and Norfolk, and to understand their way and orders, and to further love 
amongst them all that love our Lord Christ in sincerity and communion 
with theirs. . . They were received in the Lord by several churches — 
about ten in Essex, as many in Suffolk, and as many in Norfolk— sound 
in the faith and holy in life ; though differing with some about the subject 
and manner of the ordinances of baptism, or some about such as laying on 
of hands, or blessing of children, or singing psalms or hymns or spiritual 
longB, as they were advised by those messengers. — ^Letter to the Church 
at Hexham, from the Church under H. Jessey's care. Douglas, p. 51. 
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letter with distant churches ; the other, the firatennl ad 
voluntary union of churches in a giveii district tor imikal 
Christian intercourse and prayer. In the former, tlie Timia 
churches took the lead. "It hath pleased the Loid,iR 
hope, to put into the churches in London, that there a^ 
be more knowledge taken of all the churches of Ckaw/t b 
the nation, whereby they may the better know how to «ii 
them, and demean themselves to each other apom all 
sions, confirming their love to each other, that thej 
serve one another in love, as becometh saints; and, that- 
fore, it would much sadden our spirits if there ahoold W 
any occasion, given or taken, amongst yon, that yoa ]a%ki 
not be upon the hearts of the churches, in owning foo. as 
other churches.'' These letters were frequently sent akok 
cases of difficulty, arising from disputes on doctrine or dii* 
cipline. At times they were the expressions <^ ywnam 
churches, and not unfrequently conveyed by some brother 
possessing the confidence of the brethren, as well fitted to 
discharge the onerous duties of his missicm. There was w 
authority assumed. The intercourse was of a purely fiwtoml 
kind. The following is a sample of these epistles: — 

** To the Ghiirch of Christ at Hexham.— 1663L 
"Dearly-bbloved Brethben in cub Lobd Chbist, — We 
you in the Lord, praying for the multiplying of grace and 
you, from God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

"The report of thvwork of God in you and for you, in 
your hearts to obey his will in being baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, whilst so many in all places endeavour to deter peoflt 
from embracing the plain precepts of Christ, and by all soiiB of «li 
seem to darken the truth, and to continue the profane aboae of ixdad 
sprinkling on superstitious and Judaizing grounds, by which the leftr* 
mation of the churches is hindered ; and not only so, but that hi 
hath kept you from those errors of universal grace— profidenl^ WA 
becoming effectual by the motion of man's will not detenmoed hf 
God, such other errors that corrupt other baptized people; and tibft 
he timely discovered that counterfeit Jew, who was likely either ti 
have corrupted you, or brought you into obloquy; and ^e 
you, as we hope, unspotted of the world ;— hath filled oar hm 
joy, and enlarged our hearte with thanksgnFing to Qod; and m 
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tiie rather becaiue we hope that frcan you the truth of (rod may 
aoviiid farther, and your holy conversation provoke those that yet are 
from the right ways of the Lord in which you walk, to oo»- 
their ways, and inquire after the mind of the Lord m<H« 
emieBUy; for all which reasons, and that there might be a holy 
oonespondenoe held betwe^L us and you, as those that are members 
of one body, have one spirit, and called in one hope of our calling — 
itfi^Te one L<»d, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father, who is 
thove aU, and through all, and in you all — ^we have judged it our 
duty to write unto you, that we might congratulate with you for 
the mercy and the grace of God vouchsafed to you, and assure you 
of our readiness to assist you in anything that may tend to your 
ediiieaAion ; and to concur Tvith you in any work of the Lord, wh^^by 
the kiagdom of Christ may be advanced, and the opposite dominion, 
of wliat sort soever, depressed. As for yourselves, thou^ we are 
confident that he who hath begun the good work in you will perfect 
it to the day of Jesus Christ, yet being sensible that you have potent 
adTBTBaries, who will endeavour with aU cunning and violence to cast 
yoa down to the earth, that you may lose your crown ; we think it 
aafe for you that you be exhorted by us to look to your garments 
that they be kept clean, and that you may be as * the sons of God 
"witlioiit rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
amongBt whom ye shine as lights in the world;' and because your 
steadfastness will rest much upon your order and unity, we beseech 
yoa that ye mark them that cause divisions and offences contrary to 
the doctrine you have received, and avoid them ; and that you obey 
them that are over you in the Lord, who watch for your souls as 
them that must give account to God, that they may do it with joy 
and not with grief. Whatever differences may arise, labour to com- 
pose them among yourselves, and to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace; let nothing be done through strife or vain glory, 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem ^>thers before themselves ; 
love humility, it will help much to unity ; take heed of lightness and 
inconstancy. If any have private opinions, let them not be divulged ; 
each one seek privately information of their teachers, or such as are 
most able, and not zealously promote them Without regard to the 
ehurch's peace. Let every one study to be quiet, and to do his own 
remembering that as in the body all members have not the 
office, so it is in the church ; and, therefore, each member is to 
keep his own place, and therein abide with God. 

" Brethren, if it had seemed good to the Lord, we should have been 
glad if our dwelling had been nearer, that we might have visited you 
in person; but the Lord otherwise ordering it, we have contented 
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ourselves only at tUs timo to Bignify our mitiil to you by wrii 
hoping to Lear from yon of the grace of God to you, in pKM 
and increasiug you in tlie knowledge of Christ, and the lute of M 
unto etemallife. We farther signify to you our loo^ng totUTcnft 
you, and all the baptized churcbes that hold the faitk punly, ■ 
commuuioD as that vre may, by letteiB or messengere, in n 
meeting or meetiuga, communicate to each other our kitowled^ Ir 
the testifying of each other, and obtaining of conseat of da 
among the churches ; and we further desire that there may be mm 
certain way of approving and sending teachers from the churehnni 
of signifying to all churches of onr communion who are appror 
iligallowed as teachers, or in case of removal as brethren, thU ll> 
chorchea of God may not be deceived by such impustorB u tht earn 
terfeit Jew with you, and that Popish and other devilish pni 
to divide or corrupt them may be prevented, though we bops tts 
pastors iu every church will be very watchful in this thing. 

"For the present we have no more to write to you, but totn 
your prayers for us as we for you, that you may staud complete illl 
the will of God, to whose tuition we commend yoti, and renutio ytw 
strongly unchained brethren in the bondfl of perfectneM, aod fl» 
unfeigned love of yoa in the Lord. 

"Signed, in the name of the church at Weston, near Pennsid, ii 
Herefordshire: — John Skinner, Teachei-; John Street, John 8kii 
Thomas Rudge, Brethren, 

" Do. , church meeting at Afeergavenny, Monmouthshire : — WlQaa 
Pritchard, Elder; Richard Rogers, Anthoney Hare, Brethn*. 

"Bo., baptizoil church in the Forest of Dean, in the coonlf W 
Gloucester:— William Slcitiner, John Lills, Eldere. 

"Da, church of Aintile, in Herefordshire: — John Tombei, i^uMr; 
Jolin Fatahall, Joiin Warraoklow, Elder». 

"Do., Beaudly, in Worcg-tershire : — Thomas Bolstonue, Pld^ 
-Man, Robert Girdler, Eifs. 

"Do., the church at 'Netherton, in Glouceatershire ; — Bicbri 
Hanisou, Paid Frum, William Drew, Elders. 

"Da, in the city of Hereford:— R London. Piutor; Cbiita 
Powell, Steven Chamberlin. 

"Do., the church at Wortnbredy :^John Bell, Fnuuna PnliU 

"Do., in Cohnan Street, Swan Alley, Loodon (it coming to wit* 
2d of the 8th month, 1653} :— Henry Jessey, Teacher; GeaissBi|- 
gett, George Wadde, Brethren."' 

The foi-mation of Atisoci&tiotis is tniced to this jiaioL 

' New Evangelical SUgaiine, vol. i. (IBM), 
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They liave long formed a source of healthful and pleasant 
intercourse to many. From various parts of the coimty or 
district, brethren came. Intercourse was not easy. Koads 
existed more in name than in fact. No means of public 
transit existed, and commerce called individuals but rarely 
from their homes, or only to the next market town. These 
annual gatherings of the brethren were hailed as seasons of 
holy festivity. Men of note, both for piety and action, were 
brought together, and by their counsel and preaching greatly 
aided the church of God. The records of many of these 
early ones have been lost. From them, if they were at 
command, might be traced the progress of opinion and 
ecclesiastical polity which finally governed them: The 
earliest notice we have of these gatherings in England is 
about 1653, when the Western Association was formed. The 
Midland followed in 1655, and others in various parts of 
the country were soon after established. To these annual 
gatherings the churches frequently sent many queries, and 
solicited advice on topics which might have disturbed their 
unity. "We select one or two. On the doctrine of laying cfa 
of hands, one church had asked the opinion of the assembled 
brethren. The following was the reply: — " The laying on of 
hands on baptized believers should be left to the judgment 
of the individual churches; but that if any minister con- 
tended for it as a term of communion, he should not be per- 
mitted to preach in any of the churches of the Association."* 
The singing of psalms, the public fests, and other topics, 
mark the early gatherings of these bodies. Their letters 
are full of these inquiries, and the i-eplies which were given 
to them. In many cases their proceedings were not printed, 
Imt the minister or messenger of each church was expected 
to take a copy for the use of the church, and in many cases 
they were regularly transcribed amongst the records of the 
church. We have examined some of them, though none of 



• Gould's Norwich Case, pp. 232, 239. 
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80 early a date as 1655. Thomas has gi^en us an mooaatd 
these gatherings in. Wales of a later period, wlien TMt ■■■• 
bers assembled at them. ^' About a oentory ago,* he m, 
^it was sometimes necessary to prepare £or 700 or 8M 
horses, which graze in the time of service; two or time 
persons are appointed to take care of them. The inhnhitMfc 
for five or six miles round the place provide lodgings iar tk 
strangers, and good entertainment for man and horse gnlii 
The generosity of the cotmty is such, that at these tiaa 
all descriptions of persons open their doors cordially, whetker 
religious or not, gentlemen as well as farmers. The kadmg 
men of the congregations know beforehand where to wai 
two, four, six, or more guests, and there are persoos radJT 
to take them to their respective lodgings. On Toenkj 
evening, there is a meeting almost on purpose to aeeoD- 
modate the strangers. They generally take their haam 
with them; and where they lodge that night, they oommodlf 
do the next The chief public day is the WednadMj. 
Thursday is the afternoon they set out on their retan. 
They sup and breakfast where they lodge. The people belbiv- 
hand bake a quantity of good bread, and brew good tdble 
beer, and put it in the vestry, or some convenient pliee; 
this, with cheese and butter, makes their dinner on Wed- 
nesday, which they take in and about the meeting-houa os 
tables, boards, and as they can. As no meeting-house wiH 
contain the people, a temporary pulpit is prepared in a Bioik 
convenient place, that the auditory may hear in the boose 
and out; it is so covered as to prevent the son and rui 
from coming to the minister. The multitude is pecoliarlf 
numerous on Wednesday, as all the neighbourhood ikxi 
together on that day," &c.* 

During this period, many sects suddenly rose f<M- 
.before the people, and then retired, f Under various 



* Thomas, p. 87. The reader may consult also Donglas't NoriiMn 
Chorch. Gould has collected many examples. Norwich Chapel CbK. 

t '* I speak not of sects in an ill sense, bat the nation ia mightily msde 
up of them.**— Cromwell's Speech, Jan. 25, 1657. Burton, toL iL, pi 30l 
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! they pass before ua. Kantei-a,* M«ggtotoniaiia,+ Seekers,} 

: Famiiists,!! and Quakers.§ Many of those frequently were 

r {wssed as Anabaptists, and not less frequently tlie latter 

were confounded with them. Most of the fonoer sects have 

■> passed away, and the followers of Fox alone remain with 

- any dbtinct organization. "Upon many of them the hand 

b of the Government was heavy. Toleration of religious 

■ opinion during this period was various. Upon Fox, Naylor, 

: and others, persecution fell very severely. Imprisonment, 

! ■whipping, the stocks, and other modes of treatment, were 

familiar to these men. They bore their trials with patience. 

Nor were onr own brethren free from this kind of oppression. 

Some of them, far from the seat of Gkivemment, suffered 

frequently from the little men in power. Mr. Grantham 

saya;— "In thetime of Crom well's usurpation, they did ptdl 

■us before the judgment^seats, beca.use we could not worshiji 

God after the ■will of the Lord Protector; for so they styled 

him in their articles against us. And ■we had then ow 

goods taken away, aqd never restored to this day." The 

pretensions of some of the former were blasphemous — -their 

conduct frequently outraging all law, interfering with the 

order of public service, and it is probable that many of 

them would be treated not as sufferers for religioD, but an 

the Tiolators of public order, and subject, therefore, to the 

common law. "We only suggest; we offer no apology for 

suffering for conscience sake. 

* " The; mails it their businsaa to Bet np tlie light of nature, Bniler 
the Dune of Christ in mim, and to dishonour and cry down the church, 
Soripturet, miniBtTf, worship, aad oTdinnnccii ; and onlled men tn hearken 
to Christ within them," ic— Baiter'a Life, p, 101. 

f Huggleton ajid K^eie, the founders of thia sect, professed to be the 
two wiinetses dothcd in BBckclotli apolien of in the Revelatiun. 

J These taught, "That the Scriptures were unecrtun; that present 
mincles are necesaiuy to fnith; that nur minirtry a null, and without 
KDthority; and our worship and ordinnnces onnecesaary and vain," &c.— 
Baiter, p. 101. 

\ notice of the founder of this sect has appeared in toL l of tlii.i 
;. I Foi's Journal. 



The I 



226 EABLY ENGLIBK BAPTISTS. 

A writer, who ardiaarily ra&nifeats considerable i 
tiality when dealing with dissidents from his cbiinli,ti 
said : " The sectaries who broke oat at tlie close of tlie R 
of James, and were now (1642) spreading like locnsUsi 
tho whole land, held ajid taught, without any r 
the actions recorded in the Old Testament were r«x»d«d il 
imitation." Hence, that the religion of many ' 
strange compound of Christian doctrine, often distorted ■ 
engrafted npon Jewish modes of thought and jiriiicqilafl 
action," iic* This is tme in a wider sense tfafta tlii* « 
affirms here. The principle from which it springs i 
corner-stone of all national establishments. Our I 
irom the first dissented from it on this j 
against their principles ; its JenisK, and not i 
sprang from Moses, and not Christ; aa one o 
and not the result of intelligent conTiction. 
this is oTerw helming. If by sectaries Mr, MaraikD a 
all dissidents from Episcopacy, then bis etatement t 
limitation. Presbyterianism, like Episcopacy, embodiedill 
a great extent. To the records of the Old TestameM i 
frequently appealed, as affording a broad ground of ji 
tion for imprisoning, for depriving of all civil i 
fordng into exile all sectaries. They had caught tbe i) 
fr«m the sister establishment. Other sects were li 
with it ; for though the Independents had not yet ■ 
nor were already perfect, though they had much to b 
the power of the magistrates, and the perfect freedom ai 
individoal conscience, thcj were far in advance of Um m 
cates of a national form of faith enforced by the awaid 
the civil power. The more sober and regular Bk|itfakrf 
this period, the men who were not imbued with f" 
monarchy prindplea, were in advance of thai bretlma. b-q 
no sense could this s^ply to them. The hoatili^ at IJ 
essential principles to these views exposed them to tlie ■^fl 

* MundcD, Eul; Pmitei^ pp. 419, ISO. 
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of the holy, and to the wrath of kings. The church at pre- 
sent has vindicated their accuracy by adopting, ta a great 
«xtent, their primaiy dogmas, and many of the evangelical 
clergy are now compelled to form a church within a church. 
■ From his obscure hiding-place, one of the Anabaptist fanatics 
thus writes. If bishops and High Conunissiona had tau^t 
ttiefie doctiines, the crimes and miBeriea which marked this 
period of our history would have been unknown: — " Lastly, 
my judgment concerning tliia point is (and that according to 
the beat light that it hath pleased Clod to give imto me by 
his Word and Spirit), that the Gospel, or New Testament, 
is that part (only) of God's written Word whereby we Chria- 
tasns (of the Gentiles) are to be regulated, and whereiinto our 
consciences are (by God's appointment) bound to have due 
regard ; and from thence to receive our warrant and direc- 
tiona for all our worehip and service of God (John v. 24; 
Jaa. L21; 1 Peter i 8, 9; Eoni. vi 17; Heb. iii 1-6). Tet 
not that I give not the Old Testament aU. holy reverence in 
its doe place, aa — 1. To acknowledge it to bo the Word of 
God, indited by the Spirit of God, and written for the 
benefit and instruction of all God's people in all ^es. 
2. That any, or all parts thereof, may lawfully and profit- 
ably be made use of for the confirmation of the accomplish- 
ment of all God's proraisea, judgments, and prophecies, 
uther of Christ, or of the calling of the Gentilea ; or 
briefly, for any other end for whic-h either Christ Jesus, or 
any of his pemuen of the New Testament, have made use 
thereof But tli'>i is that what I deny unto the Old Testa- 
ment, viz., authority to bind onr confloience by any of the 
doctrines whereof which have not their confirmation in the 
New Testament."* In another place he thus writes: — 
" Doth not the Church of Scotland make the whole kingdom 
to Bwear {us often &n they please) to a covenant that they 
ahall prescribe unto themi And have they not their lordly 

* The HjrBterioun Kingdoin Discovered ; by Henry Tnthill, pp. 4, 6. 
No titleplLee. Dftted Kotterdflm, Sept. 36, 1644 (H.s.). 
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punishment at hand (by the magistrate's sword whidi % 
have at command) against all refusers? If this be Mill 
rule as lords over God's heritage; and that a man (tk^ 
otherwise never so godly) cannot be suffered to dwdi 
their land, unless he join with them in all the fuki 
their worship, though against his consciencey" &a* 

The closing scene of the long chequered life of the gMt 
Protector was now rapidly approaching. Death had innU 
his domestic circle, always the abode of the purest afMi 
and of religious life. His aged mother had passed away; li 
son-in-law, the amiable Rich, had been carried to an edf 
grave; and finally his daughter Cla3rpoley whose lovioi^^g)^ 
and vigorous and well-cultivated mind, had enthroned It 
in the highest place of her father^s affection. They cmiri 
a void which nothing could fill. The splendour of hk il 
but regal state was dimmed by these events. He fiwi 
relief in loneliness and prayer. Ague seized him on tiie9tt 
of August, and after lingering for some time his great ^tk 
bade adieu to the conflicts of the present life. The "BrMlK 
died on the 3d of September, the anniversary of hie gntXvit- 
tories at Dunbar and Worcester. His funeral was oondiielri 
with great splendour. His detractors have delisted li 
pourtray the final scene with the most fearful 
ments. Truth never checked them, in their 
unmanly course. The elements raged with unwonted An. 
It was the advent of the great adversary to fetch his vidtiB. 
Nothing could ]:>e more certain : and these nnprincqM 
wiiters uttered it with as much confidence as thoo^ iUk 
great master had impai*ted to them his design. Goodwa. 
with his stem pen, has swept away all these infiunous Utt 
hoods. The reports of Lady Clayjwle; the interview wiA 
Goodwin and Owen, in the sense in which the writers of tUf 
period have misrepresented it ; and the furious temptft 
which occurred on the day of his departure, are mytiis, anii 

♦ Tuthill, p. 43. 
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^ot historic facts.* The last days of this great man were 
■narked by that earnest piety which ever, more or less, 
llstinguished him through life. The night before he died, 
be "was heard to utter this prayer; — "Lord, I am a poor, 
foolish creature; this people would have me live; they think 
it ^will be best for them, and that it will redound much to 
tiiy glory; all the stir is about this. Others would have me 
die. Lord pardon them, and pardon thy foolish people; for- 
iplve their sins, and do not forsake them; but love and bless 
iiiem, and give them rest, and bring them to a consistency; 
and give me rest, for Christ's sake: to whom, with thyself 
and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, "t The con- 
trast between this and the Lord's anointed, Elizabeth and 
James, cannot fail to strike all our readers. No one can tell' 
with accuracy the ultimate results of a single action. Events. 
tlie most disastrous or benignant may follow every move- 
ment. One step leads onward to another. History, to say 
nothing of facts which crowd into every circle, places this 
before us. " The great men of action never construct their 
plans beforehand, or in one piece. Their genius is alike in 
the instinct and the ambition. From day to day, in each cir- 
cumstance as it occurs, they see facts such as they really are. 
They discover the path which these facts indicate, and the 
dance which that path opens, to them. They enter it 
lesolutely, and advance along it, still guided by the same 

* Goodwin, voL iv., cliap. xxxiiL ** The truth, however, was, that this 
rtomi preceded his death by five days, happening on Monday, the 30th of 
Au^pist. On that day died Dennis Bond, a considerable Republican ; and 
iiie Boyalists turned this event into a cold pun, saying that Cromwell 
not being ready, the devil had taken Bond for his future appearing.** — 
P. 576. 

•f ''The Lord," says Fleetwood, **did draw forth his Highness's heart 
to set apart that day to seek the Lord ; and, indeed, there was a very good^ 
■piiit appearing. Whilst we were praying, they were fitting; and the 
Lord hath given a signal answer. And the Lord hath not only owned us 
in our work there, but in our waiting upon him in one way of prayer, 
which is, indeed, our old experienced approved way in all our difficulties 
and straits.**— Lingard, vol. xi., p. 346. Thurloe, vol viii., p. 159. 
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light, as far as space opeoa before them. OromTfiU thus 
advanced, on and on, to the dictatorship itself withoat weS 
knowing whither he wa.s going, or at what cost; but onwii4 
still iie went.'" Ci-omwell's whole life manifests this. "Vt | 
are not forced to admit his hypociisy, or to attribute to hi 
an ambition limitless in its recklesanesa, to account for tbe J 
position which he ultimately reached. His career, in mai^ 
respects, has no parallel tn histoiy. Occupying the lot of a 
country gentleman at first, busy with his farms; pondering, 
and ultimately enjoying, the great verities of the ChriatiBn 
faith, hLs religious conflicts were long, and marked with 
much anguish of mind. It was a discipline in perfect hai- 
mony with God's government. He always prepares men for 
great usefulness in public life by previous training. It has 
been so in all ages, from Moses to Bunyan. It waa pre- 
eminently so with Cromwell. His entrance on the stirrij^ 
period of his early life gave no promise to some of ftitore 
greatiiess.+ One of the sycophants of the day thus describes 
him: — "The first time that ever I took notice of ' 
in the very beginning of the Parliament held in November) I 
16iO, when I vainly thought myself a coiirtly yi 
gentleman ; for we courtiers valued onrselves mucli i 
our good clothes. I came tine morning into the Hon 
well clad, and perceived a gentleman speaking {w' 
I knew not) very ordinaiily apparelled, for it waa a j 
cloth suit which seemed to liave been made by an iS 1 
country tailor. His linen was plain, and not very clean| J 
and I remember a speck or two of blood upon his UtH 
band, which waa not much larger than hia collar ; 

• OnizofB Englinh Rcr., p. 17. 

+ "Pray, Mr. Hempilen," saiil Lonl Digby, "who is that : 
sloven, who spoke jiiit now, for I eee he ia on our aide by hia m[ 
warmly!" "That sloven," replioil the great pntriot, "whom you M 
hafore yon, hath no ornament in hi» speech; that aloven, I Bay, if M 
shoold erer oome to a breach with the king, which God forbid, in n 
cats, I Bay, that sloven will be the greatuC nuut in England." Honipd 
and Cromwell were oousilUL 
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kftt waB withoiit a hat-band, his stature was of good sue, 
liis sword stuck close to his side, his countenance swollen 
and reddish, his voice sharp and untameable, and his elo- 
quence full of fervour.** His own w(»ds give us a glimpse 
of the motives which influenced him, and discover the 
aeoret of that success which has placed him high, if not the 
Tery highest, amongst the politicians and rulers of modem 
times:— '^ I was a person that fix>m my first employment was 
suddenly preferred and lifted up from lesser trusts to greater, 
firom my being first a captain of a troop of horse. And I 
did labour as well as I could to discharge my trust; and 
God did bless me as it pleased him. . . I had a very 
worthy friend then, and a very noble person, and I know 
his memory is very grateful to you all, Mr. J. Hampden. 
At my first going out into this engagement, I saw our men 
beatcm on every hand; and I desired him that he would 
males some additions to my Lord of Essex's army of some 
new regiments; and I told him I would be serviceable to 
him in bringing such men in as I thought had a spirit that 
would do something in the work. Your troops, said I, are 
most of them old and decayed serving-men, and tapsters, 
and such kind of fellows; and, said I, their troops are 
gentlemen's sons, and younger sons, and persons of quality. 
Bo you think that the spirits of such base and mean fellows 
will be ever able to encounter gentlemen that have honour 
and courage and resolution to back them? . . . He was 
a wise and worthy person, and did think I talked a good 
notion, but an impracticable one. Truly, I told him I could 
do something in it. And I must needs say (impute it to 
what you please), I raised such men as had the fear of Grod 
before them, and made conscience of what they did; and 
from that day forward, I must say to you, that we were 
never beaten, and whenever they were engaged against the 
enemy they beat continually." In this part of his speech to 

* Wanriok's Memoirs of Charles I., pp. 273, 274. 
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hjs Parliameat, ia 1657, w-e diecover the siecret of thePt»-J 
lector's success. Hia power of attacMng men to his «t 
was un paralleled, Hia pi-eaence would quell a matioj, ■; 
his voice would disarm hia foes. With a mind of t 
power, with resources which aever appear to Iiare b 
exhausted, with a genius for command of the highest oi 
his projects seldom failed. Steadily Providence seel 
be fitting him for, and leading him to, his exalted s 
power. 

Judging irom the estimate of his character g^ven bf ill 
writers of the period immediately succeediug him, b 
political and ecclesiastica.1, he was the embodiment o 
crimes, the incarnation of hypocrisy and cruelty, Tho 
guage of vituperation was exhaiisted. He was lost to i 
sense of moral feeling — low, grovelling, haunted i 
petual terror through life, and amidst the lightx 
and thunder's roar, snatched away to tho abodes o 
where crime reaps its ripened hanest We need a 
that this necessity was upon them. To the cotut C 
abandoned monarch who succeeded him, nothing vw | 
acceptable as to insult the memory of their invincible fi 
Their unmixed hatred had been treasured up for y 
all ita fulness it was now poured out. They could n 
stand the man. The loftiness and purity of hia j 
were in bold contrast to the kaciviouBneas c 
His piety was a power which their formalism a 
rendered them i]ica,])ablii of appreciating, i 
heartedness and spirit of rational hberty cha: 
and stunted souls. But all were not blind. 
will be pleased with the contrnat, A spirit n 
devoted to liberty never dwelt in the I 
vidual, than that which lived and In-eathed in 
Milton. In the full confidence of Cromwell, a 
him in the exercise of hia official duties, f 
more capable of forming an estimate of the i 
illustriouB poet. Thus he described his friend a 
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Ee wag a. soldier thoroughly aceomplislied in the art of I 

ilf-knovledge, imd his first successea vere against the ' 

intemai enemies of human virtiies, — vain hopea, fears, aflpii-- 
jnga, and amhition. His first triumphs wei-e over himself; 
Mi(] he wftB thus enabled, from the day he beheld an enemy 
in the field, to exhibit tJie endowments of a veteran. Such 
waa the temper and discipline of his mind, that all the good 
and valiant were irresistibly drawn to liis camp, not merely 
as the best school of martial science, but also of piety and 
religion ; and those who joined it were necessarily rendered 
auch by his example. In bis empire over the minds of his 
foUowera, be was surpassed neither by Epaminondas, nor 
Cyrus, nor any of the most vaunted generals of antiquity. 
Then he formed to himself an army of men who were no 
sooner under his command thau they became the pattern of 
order, obedient to his slightest suggestions, popular, and 
beloved by their fellow-citizens, and to the enemy not more 
terrible in the field than welcome in their quarters. In the 
towns and villages where they sojourned, in no way offensive 
or rapacious, abstaining from violence, wine, intemperance, 
antl impurity; so that suddenly the inliabitants, rejoicing in 
their disappointment, regarded them not as enemies, but a^ 
guests and protectors ; a terror to the disorderly, a safeguard 
to the good, and by precept and example the teachers of all 
piety."'* At the policy of Charles, we may for a moment 

• DefenHio Secunda, 1654. Ibid, I65S. "Tlie anperior offioera, tlie 
■abtiltems, the privateB, all held themselves foi-th as prafcssora of gcdli- 
noBS. AiQong them every pnhlic breach of moraliby waa puniahed ; the 
eKGrciaeH at religiooa wonhip were of aa frequent i^correuce OB those of 
militaiy duty. In councii, the officers nlways opened the proneediugs 
with BjUajpore prayer; and to implore with due aolemnity the protectiou 
of the Lord of Hogts, was held an iiidiapeiiBiibls part of tlie preparations 
for battle," it— LiiigBrd, voL li, pp. 358-0. Vide Fletcher's Hiat. 
Indep., vol. iv., pp. 80, 83, 84, "Aator CoL Cromwell, ho hath 2,000 
brave men, well disciplined ; do man Bweura but he puya lua twelve 
pence ; if he be drunk, he ia set in the vtocke, or worse ; if one calla tha 
other Bonndhend, he ia cashiered ; insomnch that the coonties, where 
they come, leap for joy of them, and come in and join them."— Crom- 
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glance. Its religious aspect we h&ve to do with in the 
Its contrast with the past, we aee in his owd words. 
court iMirty, aaid the Protector, sought " to innovate op^t 
in matters of rehgion also ; and ao to innovato a3 to eU # 
the love, and power, and heart, and life of alL roligi'm.lf 
bringing on us a company of poisonous Popish 
»nd imposing upon those that were accounted the Pniiua 
of the nation, and professors of religion fLmoog na; dewi| 
them to seek their bread in an howling wildsmess: m^ 
instanced to our friends who were forced to &y for Hdhi 
I4ew England, almost anywhither, to find libertj £v tk 
consciences."* The policy of the great Protector, la til 
tioa to the Yarious sects, was for the time an mlightl 
one. Though far below what it should havo been, it vul 
above his predecessors, and stood in the boldest cootna' 
the two wretched bigots who claimed to reijpi by 
right under him. The Episcopahan found hia swaj- e 
than that of the Presbyterian Commonwealth. Their pn 
meetings were tolerated, and the use of the Pray«r I 
winked at. Under him the cle^y enjoyed far inorafiM 
than they gi-anted to the sects in the palmy days irf 1 
greatness when land ruled, and covered the coontiy ' 
multiplied examples of his eccleniastica! dispIeasurB.t 

But justice never elumhers. Her decision m^r ba 
layed, but in the end she utters her voice ; and tha 
dark clouds which ignorance and malignity have 



welliana, p. 5. Vide Baker's ChcooideB for n «imil«r i 
I lived in peace, and enjoyed nweet onmmunion irith the nlJciovi i 
of tLo compui;, wiiich used to meet every night t,t one uuitbei'a fpHM 
hj tnrna, to r»d tlis SctipturiM, to confer of good thing*, awl ta |H 
tugelhei." — Life of Adam Martisdole, p. 37. Cheetlun Sttlt^ 
"Cromwell vua. mas nf gnitt virtuei, aiucere in bit religioB, hr*^l 
hit putriotiim, and eamestif devoted to the bart ioteresti «f awafcrat 
— Goodvin, voL iv., p. vii. V* cannot refrain frcHU neamatalStt I 
our readers aa admirable lecture on Cromnell, b; the Rer. K. Hif«rf 
of Brirtol. It is publiihod bj Snow, London. 

• Proteotor*! Speech, January, 1657. 

f Vidt examples in Lathorp, Ecliard, and Evelyn. 
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rODud the obaractere of the virtnons, the good, and truly 
reat, are diaperaed, and they stand out before us as the models 
9 which every true man aspires, and the admiration of the 
Brld. It waa so with the great Protector. "Wliether we 
mpare him with his predecessors, or contnist him with the 
retched men who foUowed hini, in every view the com- 
irison only enhances the majesty of Cromwell, and the 
undless debt of obligation under which he has laid uu. 
is own utteranceti and letters will form the uoblest monu- 
enta to his lame. Posterity will find in them all the ele- 
enta of true greatness. There, the patriot, the man of 
oiias, and the true Christian, will be traced in all their 
luess and beauty,* 

It ia scarcely necessary to remind the reader that the 
loral state of the country, for the most part, waa of the 
i^est order. Tliis may be affirmed with confidence, after 
3 allowances have been mada for the imperfections of 
a nature, and the mere formalism which distinguished 
Compared with the past, and now placed in contrast 
£th the reign that followed, the diiference is immeasurable. 
teligions phrases and Scripture alluaions marked the family 
Ircle, the senate, and the bar. To seek God — to fast and 
tay, marked their public aoid private engagements, They 
■ere men to whom reli^on waa a living reality, who felt its 
Dwer, who aimed to realise its glorious end. Sacrifice to 
easy ; self-denial a daily task. If anything 
tothed life with interest, it was the opportantty it sup- 
lied for glorifying Christ. Mistakes there were; much of 
ndaism. was mingled with the G-oapel — much of the spirit 
t the world with the lowly one of Jesus; much bitterness 
rae manifested against our brethren ; still tmth leads (not 
(onstrainB) na to say, that there were men of the highest 
Christian attainment, whose iiifiuenee still operates, and as 
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truth and virtue gain power in the future, will till ft ^nim 
circle, and lay the world under u larger debt than eren wi 
Cromwell, before his death, had named hb elded m 
Richard us his successor. There were bnt one or two elemM 
of character which they had in common, and it was »ooq ma 
feat that the iron will was. broken, and that the band wliii 
held together the heterogeneous materials of wbid i 
Commonwealth was composed was paralyzed. High 
the rest rose the great Pt-otector, with more mftrtJKl gl«]t 
with a loftier genius for government, and far more khooi 
at command, and awed every aspirant to his exalted poeiti 
Not so Richard. There was scaicely a single element m 
character which fitted him for the trying crisis thiM 
which the nation was now passing. One that knew him il 
speaks of him; — "Hichard was so flexible to good. 
that there was nothing desirable in a prince 
not have been hoped in him, but a great spint 
title; the first of which sometimes doth 
good in a sovereign—the latter would have I>een sa]^rfMlf 
the people's desired approbation."* Perhaps the partiality rf 
the father, or the feeling of primogeniture in this case, mi^ 
have inUuenced the mind of Cromwell. But the ciioice •■ 
unfortunate. The second son. Lord Henry, had more fil 
for tiie crisis. He had filled important posts. He i 
Lord-Deputy of Ireland, nod had ruled that wild uk 
nation with considerable success. Considering tb« dic«m- 
stances in which he was placed, a higher meed o{ fnm 
might have been truthfully pronounced. Though not 
to hi^ father in diplomacy and the extent of his re 
though not clothed witli the military prestige of 
as the hero of many fights, — yet he exhibited qoalitiei 
governing, and a tem(»r kind and winning, which, if be W 
been raised to the vacant seat, might have petpettnKd 
the house of Cromwell even with rega! dignity, wul »ni 
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the nation from the diaaatrons reign of the last of the 
Stuarts. 

The new Protector entered on his mission with lofty aims 
and pure motives. He assured Colonel Hutchinson, ''that 
since God had called him to the Govemment, it was his 
desire to make men of upri^tness his associatesy to rule hj 
their counsels and assistance^ and not enslave the nation to 
an enemy."* Difficulties soon presented themselves. The 
exchequer was low, and the troops hecame clamorous for 
pay. Large arrears were due. The Grovemment had no 
funds to meet these demands. A Parliament was necessary. 
Writs were issued in July. They were sent not only to the 
cities and large towns, but to many of the small boroughs 
which had been ignored by Oliver. A majority for the 
€k>vemment was obtained, but the opposition was strong. 
Leading Bepublicans — ^men of power, eloquent, and conver- 
sant with the forms of the House — were associated with a 
few whose tendencies were unmistakably in &vour of the 
Stuarts. Long and various were the debates on the forms of 
Government — ^the power of the new Protector — ^the limits 
within which his authority shoidd be confined — the right 
of the Irish and Scotch members to sit and vote. The 
anise, the mint, and the cummin, exhausted their strength 
and time, whilst the weightier matters of the nation lay 
comparatively unheeded before them.t It was not long 
before the military forces were in collision with them. 
Their rights had been infringed, and the various sections 
into which the commanders had been divided combined to 
compel Richard to dissolve the House. Virtually this anni- 
hilated his power. But he had no sure alternative, if he 

* Mrs. Hutchinson, p. 110. " The Lord hath so ordered it, that the 
Ck>Tincil and army hatii received him with all manner of affection. He is 
this day proclaimed, and hitherto there seems great face of peace : the 
Lord continue it." — ^Thurloe, voL viL, p. 372. Baxter also says:— 
'*Many sober men that called his father no better than a traitorous 
hyiKMjrite, did begin to think that they owed him subjection."— P. 100. 

t Vide Burton's Diary, for proofs. 
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would avoid a renewal of ciidl discord." The year foDovi^ 
the remains of the Long Parliament were recalled. It \im 
in history the title of the " Rmnp-" It did not txcetA m 
hundred on ita fii-st gathering in Westminaber ; ud i 
appears to have inspired the army with confidence, aaA ill 
all but certain the Republicans also. Addresses floiTBda 
upon them from all ]>arts, congratulating them on U 
restoration. Amongst others, Heath tells lis that 
likewise came from, the Independents and 
churches, some of whom kept a thajikegiving. and mriui 
all the other congregations of that sect to join with tim 
in that voluntary Bolemnization of this good {troTidan; 
the chief of these were one Jesaey's and Canne's disd^; 
the prime favourites of this Kttmp."+ 

Many of our brethren, animated by a sinoilar s|nrit, wfc 
an active part in these affairu. The Commonwealth 
to them. They regarded it as the only govemmeait 
perfect liberty could be enjoyed. Vane, who sympatiiiai 
with them in politics, and Tegiilarly preached to a 
tion of fifth monarchy men, now allied himself with te 
Anabaptists, MiUeuAi'ians, and tifCh monarchy men, in vte 
to secure th^ir devoted adlierence to the cause of the Co» 
monwealth.:}: They had united before with Qnakos aak 
others, in a petition to the House, espressingJRepubliouifnii- 
ciplea, and ignoring the Protector, In this fedii^ "the 
greater number of the ofGcers and subalterns," sv/t OnaaM, 
" were desirous that the Commonwealth should be iii iilth 
lisbedj the Anabapti'^ts, fifth monarchy men, and ottar 
myotic sectarieB, who had great power among the m>Um 
were all furious in their hostility to the Protector. BMhaf 
those various factions of the army had its official 
its secret conclaves, its agents, preachers, 
iic." There is an allusion in one of the letters of tba 



I OaiHif » Eichard CromwcU, vol. i., p, 185. Ibid, pp. U3, 133. 
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Ambassador, which give us a glimpse of the attitude and 
influence of our brethren at this time: — "Although men 
now despise the Anabaptist faction, and they have been for- 
bidden to assemble again, some satisfaction will nevertheless 
be given to them; and it is said that, in conformity with 
their wishes, Fleetwood, whom they wished to have as 
general, will be made commander-in-chief."* There is a 
statement, also, that they were kept in check by the hope of 
obtaining some authority, ^^if the House pf Lords, composed 
of their leaders, is continued in existence."t M. Bordeaux, 
writing to Mazarin, in May, referring to the feeling in the 
city, flays : '^ Kot that the Corporation of the city, which is 
composed of Presbyterians, is not entirely opposed to them 
(the military chie&), as well as the ministers, who rightly 
think. that their tithes will be in danger if the Government 
MLs into the hands of the Anabaptists and other sectaries, 
of whom lieutenant-General Fleetwood is reputed to be the 
protector," &c4 Beferring to iiie order for organizing the 
Tnilitia^ he says: " The Anabaptists and the Quakers are the 
dasses in whom the greatest confidence is placed; the Pres- 
byterians murmur without revolting, and, indeed, there is 
not so much talk of insurrection since the tithes have been 
secured to the ministers/' 1 1 '^ Their strength in the army and 
the House was not equal," says the Frenchman. " These two 
bodies are divided into two factions — one, of the true Repub- 
licans, who are reputed Presbyterians; and the others, of the 
Anabaptists and Millenarians, or saints. That the former 
party prevails in the Parliament, and that the other is not 
so powerful in that assembly, but that it has on its side the 
minority of the officers of the army; which leads to the 
inference that, either, by purgation or dissolution of the 
Parliament, it will assume the entire authority of the State," 
^§ No doubt many of the leading officers were professed 
Baptists. It was so in the navy. Admiral Lawson, and 

* Ouizot's Bichard Cromwell, voL i, p. 246. 
t JWrf, p. 321. X Pnd, p. 373. 11 Ibidy p. 433. § iW<?,pp. 485,6. 
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many other diatinguished commandera, belonged 
community; and nearly to a man they were strongly iatMl 
with Eeputilican principles. Eat their wishes, and At 
expectations they had cherished from tlie re-aasemblinf 4 
the old " Rump," were doomed to early disappointiM 
The civil and military elements came into speedy conflict. 

During the sitting of this Parliament the case of Oram 
was brought up. We have aeea before the saspicioni IwU 
excited, and his arrest by Cromwell. No doubt ht «■ 
favom-able, from disappointment at the overthi-ow of ths Q» 
monwealth by OUver, to the restoration of the monudn 
He had been confined in Jersey since Januaiy, 165i. 
frigate was prepared to be sent to tJie island to conrej 
to the House. Ho reached the city on the 1 1th of Mmk 
He was ordered to attend the House. Vane said, "Htfc 
brought so weak with four yeare' imprisonment, tliat Iw ■ 
scarce go over the floor. If you please, he may he calMw 
Monday." On the 16th of March he went to the Hon^ 
attended by 400 or 500 men on horseback, and a vast 
beaiing branches of laurel iu their hands. Standing 
the members, he said ; " I acknowledge it a great raercf <f' 
God, that al^r three years' imprisonment, Bucceediog lb* 
teen years in your sei'vice, I am brought to the b*r of tUl 
honourable House. As I bave been in a suffering eoD^tk 
for four years, so I desire to be passive still. 1 litd twtfa 
bave been torn in pieces by wild horses, than bare endan 
this great torment; that woidd have been but for b monM 
I hope I bave not done anything contraiy to %rhat I at fii 
engaged and fought for. You ai-e my judges, and I thiak 
a great mercy that it is so. I most hnmbly lear« mj*d(. 
my cause, and condition, to this Honse. I will not jqrtfl" 
myself; 1 only desire one way or other, to i-eceive a.s I hai 
done."* Overton was acquitted, and was afterwards restrni 
to his governorship of Hull. 
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Hot-headed men^ led by Haslerig,* souglit to crush the 
men. of the sword. Lambert, Desborough, and other chiefs, 
were cashiered. The action only showed the depth of their 
hostility, and the feebleness of their power. Whilst aiming 
at the destruction of their enemies, they were crushed by 
the effort. These party conflicts only hastened the downfall 
of the feeble fabric of Grovemment then in power. The 
nation panted for repose. A settled Government, under 
which the people could pursue their occupations, and enjoy 
security of life and property, was desired. The restoration 
of the Stuarts appeared inevitable. The means by which 
this was effected can only be briefly detailed in these pages. 

The [Royalists were not insigniflcant in numbers, though 
greatly reduced in wealth and influence, under Oliver. 
Daring the latter part of his life, their schemes had been 
various to overthrow his power. They multiplied now 
with great rapidity. The disorders of the Comjnonwealth 
were hopeful to them. Those immediately around the 
person of the exiled prince, and those at home, augmented 
them in every way within their power. Many of the leading 
PresbyterianSy never satisfled with the Protectorate, as it 
limited their power, now gave in their adhesion to the Boyal 
cause; and even Bichard^ and members of his family, were 
bj no means xui£a.vourable to the restoration of Charles. f 
Encouraged by these favourable symptoms, a rising was 
projected. Cheshire witnessed the unfurling of the Koyal 
Standard. Sir Greorge Booth conducted this rash enterprise, 
but defeat awaited him. j: Lambert, with the forces imder 

* Lndlow describes him as "a man of disobliging temper, sour and 
morose of temper, liable to be transported with passion, and in whom 
Hberalitj seemed to be a vice." — ^Memoirs, p. 718. Guizot's Richard 
Cromwell, yoL i., p. 223. t Hallam, vol. i, pp. 698, 9. 

X About this time many political squibs were issued. In one of the 
doggerel pieces, th% " New Lrturgy," we find the following : — 

" From the Anabaptists and the shivering Quakers; 
From sudi as rule us like low-l^cged bakers ; 
From thoM tlttt undo us, yet are good law maken; 

^Libera imc Dowhu." 
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hia command, speedily diHpersed them, and for the 
Kent threw a gloom over the whole circle. Again the 5 
gave place to the pen, and for a time the soldiera mnde «if 
for the poHticiana. The leading men ■were again 
Fleetwood, Lambert, aad Monk, wew the chiefs. 
influence was brought to tear upon them. P&rdon for 
past waa readily promised. Titles and wealth were Ui 
offered. Well one of tlies* succeeded. 

Monk, ve have seen, had been left in the command uf 
forces in Scotland. On the elevation nf Richard, h* 
dressed him in the most friendly maimer, suggesting i 
counsels as to bis government of the nation. Ha 
of no priHcipIe. No engagement could bind hi 
ambition and the love of wealth appear to be the 
his conduct Amidst the numerous actora 
scenes, Monk stands pre-eminent for all that [3 
critical, and despicable. He was a traitor to every high 
holy feeling. Of hia personal courage there can be nodoi 
but it ia the only redeeming element, if ever that cu 
called one, in a character formed by selfiahness and hj 
In the whole of his forces, a baser could not be (ojtni is 
lowest ranks.* Before marching to England, he had reo 
his brother, a devoted Royalist, into secret contidenoe 
him.f It was at this time he had, as we have nottft slrcMtjr, 
weeded his forces of Baptist ofRcers and men, and plaoid fs 
their stead others known for their attachment to 



■ Foi's James II., p. 19. 

t Dr. Price's Numitive. MfiBHres Tracts, voL ii. Tboioby ■gni 
" Wa£ eipecioily pleased with the relation of Dr. Fairfai'i went In* 
action with General Munk, to whom he went from tbo old Lard fiat 
into Scotland, where he conducted that great transsctioa ilwcrl l! 
restorOition of King Charles the Second ; yet with luch prinn}', Hai 1 
never saw Scotland, though the matter was transacted there."—' 
vol. L, p. 445 (Note), "TowarJs noon, a gremt number of offieen, 
RcpabhcnQs, Anabaptiats, or Qualmrs, catDe to dine with the gamal, id 
loudl; eipreued their jo; at the intelligenoe they had racaotad.'' 
Defeat of Booth. Cuiiot'i Richanl Cromwell, toL ii., ii. 13, 
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His march to London waa all but intercepted. For though 
Xjambert had been sent to oppose his progress, or at the 
least to watch his motions, he escaped the vigilance of that 
genera], and appeared in the vicinity of the city. Pepys 
thus describes the scene on the entrance of Monk: — "In 
Oheapgide there were a great many bonfires; and Bow bells, 
and all the bells in all the churches as we went home, were 
a-iinging. Hence we went homewards, it being about ten 
at night. But the common joy that was everywhere to be 
seen ! The number of bonfires, there being fourteen between 
St Danstan's and Temple Bar; and at Strand Bridge, I 
oould at one time tell thirty-one fires. In King Street, 
seven or eight; and all along burning and roasting, and 
drinking for rumps. There being rumps tied upon sticks, 
and carried up and down. The butchei^s at the maypole in 
the Strand rang a peal with their knives when they were 
gcnng to sacrifice their rumps. On Ludgate Hill, there was 
one taming of the spit that had a rump tied upon it, and 
another basting it. Indeed it was past imagination, both the 
greatness and the suddenness of it. At one end of tlie 
street you would think there was a whole line of fire, and 
so hot that we were fain to keep on the further side."* 
** Indeed," he adds, "the city is very open handed to the 
soldiers, that they are most of them drunk all day, and had 
money given them."t 

During the sittings of the Long Parliament, which had 
been convened with the full acquiescence of the now all- 



• Diary, vol. i., pp. 27, 28. 

i* Jbidf p. 29. ** Monday at night (Feb. 13) was a great rejoicing at 
Oz<m, for the news that there was brought that there should suddenly be 
a Free Parliament. The bells rang, and bonfires were made, and some 
romps and tails of sheep were flung into a bonfire at Queen^s College 
gate. Dr. John Palmer, a great Kumper, warden of All-Souls* College, 
in the place of Dr. Sheldon, being then very ill and weak, had a rump 
thrown up from the street at his windows. He had been one of th& 
Bump Parliament, and a great follower of Oliver."— "Wood's Life, by 
himself. Vide Oxonian, vol. ii., p. 217. London, 1807. 



powerfiil general, we have another notice of Fnbe Gd 
Barebones. He had i-eceived a lucrative 
only a shoi-t time before, Scorn, the FarliameDt- We find 
now, with a large body of the class to which he bel 
presenting a petition to the House, full of tie nn 
expressions of attachment to the Commonwealth, and nd 
that no one should be appointed to any civil or military u 
unless he expressly abjured Charles Stuart and his nee, 
every other pretender to the crown, as -well as any C| 
House, or any power of eijual authority with the Comni 
The House expressed its satisfaction, by conveying to 
petitioners their warmest thanks for the address,* \ 
their anticipations were speedily annihilated. Monk ■ 
steadily pursuing Ida treacherous course. With the n 
solemn imprecations avowing hia fidelity to the C( 
wealth, he was pledging himself to Charles, and 
arranging for hia restoration. Eveiywh* 
awakened, and he attempted to veil his designis h^ I 
moat solemn oaths, " I call God to witness that t 
asserting of a Commonwealth is the only intent of I 
heart, "t Just befoie, he had publicly declared for i 
restoration. He drew off his glove, and placing Jus hand 
that of Haiilerig, said: — "I do pi'otest to you, and in ll 
presence of these gentlemen, that I will oppose to iIm ttttu 
the setting up of Charles Stuart, a single penu, or 
House of Peers." "It is most manifest that, if it 1 
monarchical in the State, the Church must follow, and p 
lacy must be brought in ; which these nations, I know, «a 
not hear, and against which they have so solemnly awM 
and indeed moderate, not rigid, Presbyterian 
with a sufficient liberty for consciences truly t< 



• PKliunentary History, vol. iii., 1569. 

i Oaizot, Honk, p. 227. " Uinj think," mjt Vvpjm, "9mk Iw 
honest ytA; and Borne think him to he a poit that will nbtUHwIl^t 
think thst he will undo himaelf by encounging it." — Di»T. tcL Li p- ' 

Other tnatuicea oi hia treiuhery in pp. CS, 63. 
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at present to be the most indifferent and acceptable way to 
the church's settlement."* 

The Kestoration admitted now of no doubt. The details 
-we cannot supply. The pent-up fury of the loyalists was 
now unloosed. In every way it manifested itself. Ballads 
of the most ribald kind against the Sectaries were widely 
circulated. Men known for their Kepublican principles 
were loaded with insults. Our brethren did not escape their 
indignation. Some of their chapels in the city were de- 
stroyed, and their congregations dispersed. Barbour, Har- 
rison, and others, had been seized by an order of the Council 
of State, but remained at liberty, on the promise that they 
would not interfere. We have a sample of the annoyances 
to which many of our brethren were subjected, in the ease of 
Mr. Kiffin. He. was a man of the most peaceable spirit, 
opposed to the fifth monarchy men, but warmly attached to 
the late Government. He had been returned as member for 
Middlesex in 1656. Heath thus refers to it : — " Thus Buck- 
stead got himself, with Kiffin, the Anabaptist, returned as 
Knight for Middlesex. A rout was brought down for Kiffin, 
who, together with the Red Coats (that were only the good 
people, and had most right to choose), bawled, scuffled, and 
juggled away the £air electors for young Mr. Chute, his 
father difficultly carrying it."t Ministers were not excluded 
from the House then. Dr. Owen had been returned. It ap- 
pears probable, from some allusions in a pamphlet published 
against him, that Mr. Kiffin took his seat, and took part in 
Hie discussion in that assembly. He says : — " A little before 
his Majesty's return, upon General Monk's coming to 
London, he took up his quarters near to my house. In a 
few days after, I, with several others, were seized at mid- 
night by some of his soldiers, and carried to the Gate-House 
at Pa\il's; the next day it was rumoured in the city that a 
great quantity of arms had been taken in our houses. As 

* Speech in Parliament. Vide ParL Hist., vol. iii, p. 1580. 
t Chronicles, p. 383. 
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we were citizens, and not soldiers under his command, v^ 
thought it convenient to write to my Lord Mayors Sr 
Thomas Almin, signifying to him the scandal that m 
upon us; having, indeed, had no arms in anj of oar haam 
but what was ordinary for house-keeping. We prayed liii 
that matters might be examined into^ and that we might Mt 
be detained from our callings, and kept prisoners withoot 
cause. My Lord Mayor was pleased to order the letter v 
be read at the Common Council, who, being satisfied of oar 
innocence, sent some officers, desiring that 'we might br 
released, and our arms, which had been taken from us. 
restored."* Major-General Harrison was brought to Londoc 
by force, because he would not leave his home, in order tkt 
he might not desert his cause. Thus early had they a tasie d 
the sufferings which in the reign of the restored Stoait^ 
awaited them.f We have only to add, that in Ireland tW 
proposal to restore the prince was hailed with joy. HenL 
gives an amusing account of the way in which the oj^pontka 
of some of our brethren in that country was overoame:— 
" Sir C. Coot declared for a Free Parliament, 1659, bj tW 
readmission of the secluded members, and, therefore, pos- 
sessed himself of Dublin Castle, having first of all sarpnied 
Galloway from Colonel Sadler in this manner: — ^He invited 
him and his officers (all Anabaptists) to his house orer the 
waters, to be merry; which doing, Mr. Coot pretended a 
desire to drink a glass of wine in Gralloway, privately, with 
Sadler. So they two secretly took boat, with each a servant 
and being on the other side, ' Sir C.,' said Colonel Sadkr. 
* I am resolved for a Free Parliament, Ac. You have a 
swoi-d, draw and fight, or else engage your honour you wiD 
make no kind of disturbance,' &c. The Colonel, surpriiwd. 
acquiesced," &c.{ 

* Life, p. 40. Sometimes he is called Captain, and oocasioiialljrOoloacL 
He was in the militia, 
t Guizot, voL ii, pp. 183, 184, 208, 209. 
t Chronicles, p. 438. 
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fhus perished a form of government, by the ambition of 

iitarj chie&, and the conflicting passions of religious men, 

lich had cost much blood and treasure, and gave place to 

le which opened the floodgate of vice and cruelty through- 

at the whole land. 



CHAPTER IV. 

CHARLES THE SECOND. 

Few events in our national history are more sti-iking or 
suggestive than the restoration of the exiled Stuart to the 
throne of his father. It was hailed with the wildest tumult 
of joy. The nation was intoxicated with delight. Passion 
was enthroned, and the judgment was fettered. Dissatisfied 
with the rivalry of men, with the conflict of parties, and the 
dawn of an unchecked military despotism, the representative 
of the wretched Stuarts was welcomed by men who had 
bitterly opposed the second of that dynasty. Loyalty had 
no limits. It overleaped every barrier which the wisdom of 
the past had thrown up against despotic power, and men who 
had risked all in the defence of liberty were now seen pros- 
trate at the feet of a monarch who had no moral principles 
to guide him, but every motive to wield those very powers 
which had covered the reign of his grandfather with in&my, 
and brought his father to the block. The golden age was 
anticipated Bewildered, fascinated by the smiles of royalty, 
the men of mark and influence looked forward to a reign of 
prosperity, of morality, and peace. Never was expectation 
less realized; never did the nature of things less warrant it. 
Every year accumulated proof of the fearfid mistake which 
had been made. Mrs. Hutchinson thus describes it: — " And 
almost all the gentry of all parties went — some to fetch him 
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over, some to meet him at the sea-side, some to fetch kin 
into London, into which he entered on the 29th of May,iik 
a universal joy and triumph, even to his own amaKBOH; 
who, when he saw all the nobiliiy and gentry of the kai 
flowing unto him, asked where were liis enemies! For k 
saw nothing but prostrates, expressing all that love ditt 
could make a prince happy. Indeed, it was a wonder, it 
that day, to see the mutability of some and the hypom 
of others, and the servile flattery of others. Monk, like kk 
better genius, conducted him, and was adored like one thtt 
had brought all the glory and felicity of mankind homft 
with this prince."* 

The loyalty of the North was not less intense than thit 
of the South. The reason wiU be manifest from the frcti 
already detailed : — '^ As soon as the certainty of the 
return arrived in Scotland, I believe there was never 
dent in the world altered the disposition of a people nKve 
than that did the Scottish nation. Sober men observed it; 
it did not only inebriate but really intozicate, and made 
people not only drunk but frantic; men did not think thej 
could handsomely express their joy, except they toned 
brutes for debauch, revels, and pageants; yea, many a sober 
man was tempted to exceed, lest he should be condemned u 
imnatural, disloyal, and imsensible. Most of the nohOity, 

* Hutchinson, p. 116. ''The Sectaries will not be able to doavjtkiig 
to prevent the king's coming in; our honest Presbyterian ImjthiM nt 
cordial for him. I have been dealing with some of them, to ssad sobs 
testiiliony of their affection for him ; and yesterday some of them pro- 
mised within a week to make a shift to send 1000 pieces of gold to \am. 
The Episcopal party are making application to the Preabyiariaaa for si 
accommodation; but the Presbyterians resolved to stick to tlMur prii- 
ciples." — Woodrow, vol. L , p. 19. (Sharp. ) At the coronation. Heath says^- 
" Infinite and innumerable were the acclamations and shouts from •! 
parts as his Magesty passed along, to the no less joy and amassBflat if 
the spectators, who bdidd these glorious personages that rid belore mi 
behind his Hagesty."— Heath, p. 484. " It is incredible to think vhi» 
costiy cloathes were worn that day ; the cloaks could hardly be sees wkai 
silk or satin they were made of, for the gold and silver laee and cb- 
broideiy that was laid npon them," kc-^lbitL 
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gentry, and hungry old soldiers, flew to London, just as the 
vulture does to the caicaaa"* ''All believed it would be 
tiie golden age, when the king returned in peace; and some 
of our British divines made it the date of the accomplish' 
ment o£ the glorious {uromises in the Apocalypse, not doubting 
he was assuredly to be the man who should destroy Home, 
as sure as he was Constantine's successor. In fine, the eager- 
ness of ilieir longing was so great, some would never cut 
their hair, some would never drink wine, some would never 
wear linen, till they might see the desire of their eyes — the 
king.''t 

This outburst of feeling excites no surprise. The Pres- 
byterian body had taken an active part in the restoration. 
Without their aid, it would have been impossible. '' They 
were in possession of the whole power of England; the 
Council of State, the chief officers of the army and navy, 
and the governors of the chief forts and garrisons were 
there; their clergy were in possession of both universities, 
and of the best Hvings in the krugdom. There was hardly 
a royalisi} or professed Episcopalian in any post of honour 
CT trust; nor had the king any number of Mends capable of 
promoting his restoration/' <Scc. It is more than probable, 
we think, that their conduct sprang not so much from love 



* Kirton's Histoiy. Apttd Woodrow, voL L, p. 64. "Five dronkardB 
in Berks agreed to drink the king's health in their blood, and that each 
should cut a piece off his buttocks and fry it, which four of them did; 
but the wife of the fifth coming into the room, and taking up a pair of 
tongs laid about her so, that she saved the cutting of her husband.'' — 
Whitelocke, p. 445. "Woodrow, voL L, p. 225. 

+ Kirton's History. Apud Woodrow, voL i., p. 64. "A day of 
thanksgiving was kept in Edinbro', June 19, 1660. After sermons were 
over, the magistrates came to the Cross, where was a covered table 
with sweetmeats; the. Cross ran with wine, 300 dozen of glasses were 
broke, the bells tolled, trumpets sounded, and drums beat. There were 
fireworks upon the Castle Hill, with the effigies of Cromwell and the 
devil pursuing him, till all was blown up in ihe air. Great solemnity, 
bonfires, music, and the like, were in other places upon this occauon,'* 
&c. — WoodreVs Ch. History, voL i., p. 62, 
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to the Stunrta, as very ai-dent attachment to muiuini!.' 
Defeat had marked their movenieiits for some time </tt 
Under the loss of power they had smarted, and tlie [n* 
lence and mSueiicu of the aectariea, especially the Amfaf 
tiate, had kindled in their minds an inteuse hatred ttguM 
them and the Independent8.+ Visions of power, 
and sapi-emacy gleamed in the distiUioe. The ceutrtr fijai 
■was the exiled monarch. Their great Diana coidd 'loiTW 
enthroned by hia I'estoru.tion. Reflection, which would kit 
placed before them a crowd of improbabilities had it 
indulged, was abandoned. In their enthusiasm tor d* 
Covenant, they forgot that Charles had violated aInaJf b 
most solemn oath to them; that he was educated 
influences of a Papal i-ather than a Pi'otestant chtnoir; 
that he had renounced the faith of hL') father, and 
I'econciled to the EomLsh church ;t that he 
by men whose attachment to the Episcopal chiirch 



* "The king's interest U ulao supported b; the Frealryteriiuu, ik 
tliey nre BepnblicujiE! iu principle; aatt it is oiiljr the fit tt 
Beftariea that the Anabaptiita and other gectariane m>]r Dlil>ia <tt 
Ooreraraent, which leacLt theni to oppose the present aatha 
GuizofB Eichanl Cromwell, YoL L, p. 407. Ne»], voLii., chafk 

t "And now the miiiiatera at the Froshj^rian peranuion iattr^ 
<iuented St. James's (ilonk's reaideaoe) -, they vere iu a hopcM tip 
iina that a!l those seets who had supplanted them woold vill I 
difficulty be put under tlieir feet ; thet themaelTei alone ibgiU at 
the blessing : the Church of England at that time being belo« tbtir 
(for Monk was the defender of their fnitb, and had yrrestaHbtntmiatk 
of the army's, their enemies', ha.nd8). And, indeed, he wu that 
votary ; for one Lord's day, he and his lady wont and commatiiMlail M 
at Mr. Calainj^s ehnrch, who afterwards to far prevailed with him. tM 
none were to preach bflfurfl him but such only u he rtirnmrnfmiWi'' 
—The Histoiy of the King's eestoration; hj J. Price, B.a Ma 
Tracts, vol. ii., p. TIB. This apologist of Monk supplies lu with tk( : 
abundant proof of the duplicity of this uoprindpled mui. 

^ Neal, vol. iL, chnp. iv. Hyde, in his narrow-mindedneai. diai 
the prince (Charles IL), when in France, from attending the . . 
places of worship at Charentnn. ' ' He was then at liberty," ttj* I<rf 
Campbell, "withoat interraption to devote himaelt on aondaje l» IUn 
Lnoy Walters, and other ladiee of the same stamp, in whoa* aMM*lf 
now spent almost the whole of his time."— Chan., toL iiL, p.Ul 
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increased by its sufferings, whilst a crowd of hungiy cour- 
tiers surrounded the profligate prince, waiting to gratify 
their malignity, and to reUeve their poveriy by grasping at 
the offices and wealth of their adrersaries.* 

From Breda, where he had retired to be in readiness, 
Charles issued a declaration of his views and his tolerant 
disposition. It was full of promise, and for the time answered 
the end. We quote a part of this memorable document: — 
'^We do declare a liberty to tender consciences, and that no 
man shall be disquieted or called in question for differences 
of opinion in matters of religion which do not disturb the 
peace of the kingdom; and we shall be ready to consent to 
such an Act of Parliament as, upon mature deliberation, shall 
be offered to us, for the full granting that indulgence.'' 

Amongst the multitude who surrounded the exiled prince 
«t Breda, were seen some of the grave and leading divines of 
the Presbyterian body. Eeynolds, Calamy, Manton, and 
Others, were seen mingling in social intercouse with men 
who laughed at their rigid formality, and intensely scorned 
their piety. They had gone to enlist the sympathies of the 
lascivious monarch in their favour, and to secure his patron- 
age for their religious dogmas. The time was critical, but 
Charles and his counsellors were quite adequate to the task. 
The game was deep, but it was well played. Promises were 
made, and compliments secured the admiration and attach- 
ment of the visitors. To such daring impiety did the 

* One of our brethren thus expresses his opinion on this event : — "So 
that now, O England ! thou canst not so comphun, for by a miraculous 
band thy head is restored to thee again; examine thyself bow what 
benefit thou hast received," &c. "That England's subjects be often 
with the Lord in behalf of their king, who, from his long exile and 
restraint, is brought again into this land of his nativity, which is so full 
of licentiousness, luxury and lasciviousness, revellings, rendings and 
tearings, roarings, rantings and swearings, with those abominations of 
stage plays, May games and pastimes, pride and prodigality, that God in 
tnercy would be pleased to direct his heart so as that he be not now 
either to own or allow of them ; but to disown, dissuade, and discoun- 
tenance them.'' — ^Adis' Fanatics' Mite, pp. 36-44. 
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hypocrisy of the monarch carry him, iKrhilst they were m 
day waiting in an anteroom, that he bended before tkeU 
of truth and holiness, and, in their bearing, '^he tbaU 
€rod that he was a covenanted king; that he hoped the Lil 
would give him an humble, meek, forgiving spirit; tlntk 
might have forbearance towards his ofifending subjects, aik 
expected forgiveness from offended heaven."* The entkfr 
siasm of the deputies rose to the highest point, and gooi 
Mr. Chase, in rapture, lifted up his hands to heaven aii 
blessed God, who had given them a praying king.f 

The joy of the cavaliers was not yet complete. Tk 
return of the monarch was associated with visions of weiUi, 
honour, and riches, and better still, with full revenge. Upfli 
some, the highest dignities were conferred. Monk, a mi 
whom no principle could bind, who could swear to a lie vi(k 
as much calmness as another would to fact, was raised to « 
dukedom. Other apostates were dignified with smftUer 
tokens of royal gratitude; but dissatisfieu^ion was felt lijtk 
mass of the adherents of the Stuarts. Their claims were d 
the very highest order. Many of them had suffered lay 
and severely. Exile, poverty, and even want, had beet 
endured by some. The munificence of Charles fell &r ahoi 
of the almost boimdless expectations of his frienda Tk 
discovery was speedily made that the wild outbarsto of 
loyalty were not always pure, and that the love of diflt.inrtv^ 
and wealth were not quite ignored from the motives wlu^ 
bound some to the cause of exiled royalty. 



* Keal, voL ii, chap. iv. His counsellorB at Breda had instilkd iit» 
him, "that honotir and conscience were burglars, and that the kxif 
ought to govern himself rather by the rules of prudence and nece«itf .* 
— Lingard, voL xi., p. 114 (Note). " God forbid I should imagine it jfm- 
sible for the king to counterfeit longer the Presbyterians; all hii excait 
is, that he was forced," &c. —Hyde to Nicholas. Clarendon, toL iii, 
p. 33. 

t ''The Presbjrterians, in their eagerness to be revenged an the Ui^ 
pendents, sacrificed their liberty and deserted all their old 
Macaulay's Essays. Milton, p. 22. 
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Eat if dissatisfaction was felt Iiere, ample room was given 
: the gratification of aaotlier feeling — deep, intense, and 
g cherished. To the indulgence of theii' revenge, eveiy- 
.s favourable. Sympathy, gratitude, compassion, had 
D play. Withiu the walls of St. Stephen's, men, reckless of 
ir and destitute of principle, wei-e gathered. Hatred 
a the sectaries aad blind de^'otioll to the court, had sent 
my of them there. By them, the Legislative Acts of the 
" * p&st were effaced firom the Statute Book. The labours of 
~ men, whom people now delight to admire as some of the 
■ noblest of our race, were overturned by the witlings of the 
^ day. It was enough, if anything hat! on it the stamp of the 
« Commonwealth, or of the Long Pai-liament, to be rejected 
-> ■with Hcom. To other sources oiu- readers must go for fiiller 
a of these all but insane proceedings; only to one can 
fer. 

B regicides, as they were called, felt the full weight of 

r vengeance. The blood of the martyred monarch could 

f be atoned by slaughtering the men who had ahed it. 

B trial of some of ihese was speedy. Others were par- 

; some sent into exile even worse than death.* The 

ment hall at this time awakens mingled feelings. As we 

a imagination on the prisoners at the bar, we feel kind- 

g within us the loftiest admiration of the heroic men who 

1 before the tribunal ; if we turn to the seat of justice, 

see humanity in its most loathsome foim; for among 

1 was " tliB vile traitor who hail sold the men who had 

isted him; and he who had openly said he opposed the 

i accommodation, when moderate men would have pre- 

; and the colonel's 'our dear friend^ who had 

ihed damnation to hb soul if he ever suffered penury of 

f man's estate, or hair of any man's head to be touched."t 

* Xlie reader maj consult Mrs. Hutchinson for proof of this. 
\ t Hntchinaai], p. 120. Monk, Hollis, and Ashley Cowper Bfe the partj 
re referred to. Glyne and Mu jnard, the cannael for the crovn, hid both 
leld offlca under CrnmweU. 



254 



EAKLY ENGLISH BAPTISTS. 



Some of these were Baptists. There were more thna ■> 
a.mongst the judges of the king. At the bar one of im 
stands, venei'able for years, but calm Bnd anclaaated. % 
hope to do more justice to the heroic Harrison, soma 4q 
An enemy thus describes Lim ; — " Thomas Harrison, » ai 
of very mean bbth, being the son of a butchei' in or «■ 
Newcastle-under-Lyne. He was servajit to Mr. Halla,i 
attorney-at-law; bnt preferring war before peace, got at 
the army, and, having the knack of canting, was believtd 
be a jierson of surpassing piety; and bo insinuated 
from one command to another, till he became Major-G«DHd 
of Wales, being dangerously Anabaptiatieal in hia tend 
and a perfect hater of Orthodox divines, and a denomtori 
their maintenance. He "wiia veiy lately a prea/cho', n 
indeed, heatl of a rebaptized congregation in LonddBi' 
Before his judges he said, as to the blood of the king: — " 
have not in the least any guilt lying on me, for I ha»e tail 
a time sought the Lord with tears, to know whether I U 
done amiss in it, hut was rather confirmed that tli« tUi 
was more of God than man."t His character for piety W 
eminent. Baxter says: — "I happened to l>e next toll 



* My8t«ry of the Good Old Csma, tc Pari History, rol. iiL. p M 
IJio follnwing is not only curioUB, bnt interastinE :— "It it oban) 
thai 3fsjor-Gea. Huriann and Lis wife, with Sir. John CorawmJ JbJ 
Coorteny, tbougli formerly supposed to be peiwns a storey d tn ■tMt 
ordinances, being deairoui to eater into the way of the rebsptisd, hii 
nil of them, Bome time since th.e begimiing of thii frosty wr*tl>n,ti« 
tiippcd, notwitlutaniiinf; the bittemess of the seaioo. And it is fsdi 
ubsetvnble, that when the aaiiL Uajor Courteny wan appretieodid M 
with Mt. Begets, the minister, now stands committed to tlw tOM 
there wsi found in Ma lodging seirenJ dangeroiu pamphlet*, illi^l 
vhteh were enclosed in letters, directed to several penons la tlir ooWf 
lieing the very ssme with those which hare been lately scattered Vf ■ 
down »mong the aohiiery, iind elsewhere."— Meniuriu* Foliticm, Xo, N 
The work referred to ma probably one called "Querie*, wrim« i 
porpose to prevent those called Aoab^itiite, and disaSect. th*m apoi 
the Govermneat," lie. — Mercurina Folitieos, No. 363, where Um« it 
proelamatioii agHiast it. 

t Pepys' Diary, vcl. i.. p. 14C. Kennett, p. 27G. 
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Major (Hanison) when the flight (of Goring'a ti-oopa) began, 
and heard him with a loud voice break forth into the pi-aiaa 
God with fluent expressiona, as though he had been in a 
tpture." " I knew none of them, hut Major-General Har- 
in, whom I love so well that I wish he niay patronize a 
* The final scene ia thus described: — "The 
lutioner, in an ugly dress, with an halter in his hand, 
placed near the Major-Qeneral, and continued there 
the whole of his trial." Lmllow, commenting on this, 
■>: — "Which action I doubt whether it was ever equalled 
the most barbarous nations. But having learned to con- 
m such baseness, after the sentence had been pronounced 
it him, he said aloud, aa he was withdrawing fi-om the 
urt, that he had no reason to be ashamed of the cause in 
liich. he had been engaged. The sentence was so barbar- 
isly (ajid htemUj) executed, that he was cut down alive, 
id saw liis bowels tlirown into the fire."+ 
Nor did these victims satisfy their thiret for blood. The 
-places of the mighty chiefe were invaded, and the 
iumphs of the court and its muiions reached its climax 
hen the mouldering skeletons of the men at whose names, 
hen alive, fear and trembling Lad often seized some of 
lem, were aospended on the gibbet. The remains of Crom- 
ell, Ireton, and Bradahaw, were thus dishonoui'ed. From 
te Abbey Church at Westminster, the bodies of Mrs. 

• Infaat Churcli Memb«r«Iiiii, p. .173. "HMrieon aod Rich were in 

c amall but illuatriQus band of RepubTieaiia, who never compromued 

eir digxiity by the Bmallest taken of Babmission or deference to the 

csent chief magutnite. Unjielding virtue, like theirs, extorts from, us 

I involuntaiy opprohation."— Goodwin, vol. it., p. 271 (Note). 

■(■ Sfemoirt, toL ilL, pp. 63, 63. AmoiigHt tbe crowd attrscted to this 

IBS Pepya. He thus refers to it : — " I went out to Charing 

Major-Oenoral Harrison hanged, drawn, and quartered; 

10 there, he looking as cheerful as any man could do in that 

e waa presently cut down, and his head and heart ahown to 

people, at which there waa great shouts of joy. It ia said, that be 

that he waa luce to CQine ahortly at the right hand of Christ, to 

[e them that now had judged him ; mid his wife do expect his coming' 

n." — Pepys, »oL L, p. 140. 



25G EARLY EKGLISH BAPTiaiS. 

Cromwell, Pjm, aiul Twiss and Mai'shAlt, were <ut m 
Lambert and HntciusaotL 'wa.sted away in gloomy oA 
ment, and the inflexible Vane imid the penalty soon afv 
suffering on the block. Fanij^hment, to be effectual, ■ 
always be just. If passion mai-ks it, or it is (Usfignral If 
hate, its power is weakeaed. By the thoiightlesi mul i 
fiivolous, these demonstratinns of crnelty were haiM »i 
Batiflfaction ; bat history, always faithful, has embilni 
the memory of these men as some of the noblest dm 
pions of English jreedom, and futare ages will confim U 
verdict. 

Immediately after Charles's return, doubts were euHi 
and subsequently opened the eyes of the nation totlwn 
character of the monarch, and the imposition which ti 
been practised on the N onconformists.i* All laws pMi 
during the inteiTegnum "were declared nail. By aa i^ 

* Lives of the Eegiciilcs. Pepys, tdLL, p. 78. Lmlloir, loUn ,r>B 
Eralyn thus emboilies the maliennDt feeling of multitudes, in Ub MM 
uioe of his own ntbid oonsieiiSB. "Thin ds; (O, the iitinniiihwi ■ 
iuearutakle judgment of God !> vere the cu«iu«a of those udl nU 
Cromwell, Bndatuiw, the judge who aondemned hU Mkjoi^, and IMN 
KiD-in-liLw to the uanrper, dtsgged out of their superb lamks ia Vd 
mioeter, Bmang the ikuigi, to Tjbume, ajid hanged od the gaOiiv* tl 
from aine in the mormng till six at night, and then batied nniw 11 
futitl and igaominioiiB monume-nt in a deep pit ; thonsaadi tl faf 
who had aeen them in all tbeic pride, being ipeclatora. iMk Inth 
NoTember 22, 1658 (Oliver's funeral), cmd be utooished! andbnCad 
and honour the king ! hot meddle not with tbeiu whaaresinMtn^MS>-* 
—Diuy, ToL ii, p. 162. This maadiln dabbler in judgiruuili Ii>«l l> nt 
new the moat rerolting profligacj in the Lord's anointed, »d tlw W 
e^pnlsioa of the Stuarts from the English throue. 

t " Charles the Second, and hubrotbei' the Duke of Yark,miina^K 
fact, into England, the one an infidel libertine, who falasly pn la^alt 
oat to he a Proteatant, and a blindly sincere Catholu; koih ii ' 
the pHndples of abaolate power ; both diuolule in monUa, (J 
elegant and heortleaa efniciam, tbo other with shoclung f 
both addioied to those habits of mind and life, to Ihoia U 
which render a court a acLool of arrogant and frimloui a 
whiah npiiU; spreads its cuntsgioui ioHnence tlirough the k _ 
lower classes who hasten to the court to imitate and aeek >t" — Goij^i 
lUchard Cromwell, voL ii., p. 21K. 
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3 State. 



I, EpL*icopalianism was still the religion of ■ 
pThe covenanted king" sanctioned the liturgy in liis own 
upel, and extended hia patronage, in all its plenitude, to 
tfae bishops. On emerging from the obscurity in which 
bhey had been hidden, like the sun, when the thunder-cioud 
■Vluoh has veiled its brightness has passed away, tiey came 
with freab splendour, and more than their wonted 
■ insolenca Ministers, who for moral and intellectual unfit- 
l been rcmoyed from the ministry, now, iu many 
resumed their rights, and luxuriated in their 
riumph over the men who had been placed there by the 
highest authority of the nation. Many holy and useful 
re compelled to retire from their congregations 
I an early period of the monarch's reign. An Act of 
inity was passed by tlie Parliament Many in the 
3 needed it. But it excepted many fi'om the i-oyal 
demeacy, and offered pardon to others on terms which 
oonseience and a sense of duty prevented their accepting. 
Pile feeling which pervaded the House may he gathered 
a the language of the Speaker. He had been an active 
n during the civil conflict. Hia utterances proclaim 
B depth of hia meanness. He thought it not beneath the 
idignity of his character to feed the fire of revenge, which 
lie knew was burning in the breasts of men who had the 
r of scorching the innocent by its fury. 
" But looking over a long, bluck, prodigious, dismal roll 
J catalogne of malefactors, we there meet, not with b 
int with monsters, guilty of blood — precious blood — precious 
oyal blood — never to be remembered without tears, incom- 
»rable in all kinds of villaniea that were acted by the 
rorst of miscreants — pervertera of religion, subvertera of 
e Government, false to God, disloyal to the beat of kings, 
ind perSdious to their country," Ac* 
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But tilings were not yet ripe for the full devekfpmfltttf 
the policy of the court. Charles, intenaoilj deyote&w 
pleasure^ willingly resigned the oare of Qovemmeoi « 
Hyde. The Minister hated the dominant sect* Sdl 
again and again Charles was made to hdld out the hope d% 
comprehension. In the senate, and in private, his pcooMi 
were reiterated. The deception was increased. '' To bf 
them somewhat sanguine in their ezpectetionsy" njaCot 
lier, ^^ Dr. Eeynolds, Dr. Spurstowe, Dr. Wallis^ Dr. Bil^ 
Dr. Manton, Mr. Calamy^ Mr. Ask, Mr. Baxter, Mr. CkM^ 
and also several others, were made the king's ch>pl.ii>»» 
ordinary, though none of them ever preached befcie kb 
Majesty, excepting Mr. Calamy, Drs. Beynolds, Baxter, Spv- 
stowe, and WQ<o«Q»idge."t Interviews were ever gnuaoialy 
pemutted, petitions were received with royal blandneoi^ «1 
the wily monarch even comdeaoendied to listen to diacmmm 
in the House of the Chancellor. Division exeiled Ui 
regret, and ^' he was resolved to leave no method imi- 
tempted for procuring a harDaquy, and drawing the dktul 
persuasions toa good under^i^adbg. ' To this end he dsflM 
them to lay some proposal^ he$)Pd him touching ckur^ 
gOTei»meiil>.th9.t the mavv nJifT^jrence being cHice settled, 

]M»dMiblliltlUki»ie«d aUcMxr Pop^bbhopst Cheae axe th« wb tkai 
should have led Christ's flock, but the;^ are t^e wolves that havi denxind 
themj^ the sheep should have f6d on the motrntains, but the BouBtains 
have Mmn o^ Ihe sheep,** &Q.^VideJ)mi^» Essex Nonoon., f. tKL 

* "]fi?^^S9^.Q]A^ would depait from maiky little thiBgi» if Iki daiig 
so irould firmly mute the Fresbyterians to the Church — ^which, I eoofii^ 
I think |iD^>ossible; for the tnith is, they are a pack of knavet, . . . 
If the Presltyteiianff once believed thai nothing would be jMldid ft» 
them, and alt tlieir hopes were desperate, it would be the best 
to reduce them. THt^ey wre as much afraid of the PapigtM and 
dents as any sober man can be, and will join against them as soon ai i 
own hopes are at an end.'* — Letter to his Son, about 1671. Life iiL, ji 41 
" To this sect may be attributed all the schisms that have bap|Naei ■ 
Christianity, with most of the wars that have lacerated poor Eorope enr 
since ; and it may be called the source of the civil distraction that aov 
afflicts this poor island. ^'—HoweU's Letters, p. 413. 

t Colliir, vol. iL, p. 871. 
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oilier matters might be easily aocomLmodated.''* Our space 
forbids us to enter into the yarioas means adopted for 
Ubia, There is only one to which we can advert 

The Savoy Conference was held in 1660. In this 
a£N9^nbly the points of difference were to be discussed 
between the Episcopal and the Presbyterian parties. By 
the royal mandate it was convened, ''The king/' said 
Sharp, afterwards the noted archbishop, " ordered a letter 
to Dr. Baynxida and Mr. Calamy, ordering them to nominate 
ten to thenselroSy of their judgment, to meet iu a confer- 
ence with twelve of the Episcopal party, whom he will 
nominate. ^t The arrangements were soon made; but the 
prospects of success were very cloudy. The grand&ither's 
&rce was about to be reacted again. "The king," says 
Eirton, '' even as his fEither, was resolute for bishops, not- 
withstanding his oath to the contrary; he knew well bishops 
wcnild never be reprovers of the courts and the first article 
of their catechism was non-resistance. . • . They were 
the best tools for tyranny in the world : for, do a king what 
he would, their daily instruction was — ^kings could do no 
wrong,' and that none might put forth a hand against the 
Lord's anointed and be innocent. • . . They were all for 
the king's absolute power, and most of them for the uni- 
versal prosperity, and to make the people believe the long 
was lord of all their goods without consent of Parliament.''^ 

* Collier, vol. it, p. 871. 

i* Sharp to Dou^^ Woodrow, voL i, p. 42. '' A knowing minister 
told me this day that, if a Synod diould be called by the plurality of 
inctimbents, they wonld infallibly carry Episcopacy. There are many 
nominal, few real, Presbyterians. The cassock men do swarm here ; and 
iBch who seemed before to be for Presbyterians, would be content of a 
moderate Episcopacy." ** The king and grandees are whole for Episco- 
pftpy : the Episcopal men are very high.** — (Sharp) Woodrow, voL i., 
pu33. 

t Hist., p. 132. Woodrow, voL L, p. 225. The feeling in relation to the 
Plresbyterians was stroxig. The following is a sample : — " This rebellion 
first babbled up in Presbyterian pulpits : yet it^s impolitic to say so much. 
We also know 'tis more for fear of the fanatics than for lo?e to us, they 
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The leading bisLops liad no dcKire for a, compreboa^ 
Eestored to power tliey would use it. Hailing with rvfm 
theii- exalted position, they, nevertheless, shrunk frm I 
esamination of the hasia on which it rested. SIiwp, i 
correspondent of the kirk in England, in one of im UsOa 
gives us a glimpse of this. ''The ^Episcopal partjr, ^ 
now make it their work to put off the meeting of « 9t«i 
which hitherto liatli bean in the talk of all, seekinj 
settle their way before a Synod can be called. I I 
generally the cassock men appearing boldly; the iitgigj 
many placea setting up. The aenice in the chapel at 
hall ia to bo set up with organs and choristers, 
Uo remedy for this can loe expected from the 
who, for the majority, are ready to set up Episcopacy to I 
height in matters ecclesiastical; and, with the rest, mote 
Episcopacy will go down."* 

On the other hand, various causes had influenced 1 
minds of the leading Presbyterians. Their views were 01 
siderably modified. The Preabyteriauiam of the W« 
minster Ajssembly had lowered itj) tone considerablr. StS 
and others had no objection to a modified EpiBCojawy. ] 
doubt rests on this fact. From the con-etipoudeiit tlra 



now ars toyiil ; ao also it is our Dccessitr, ubt choice, that makw M i 
them. Hug tliem — jou oaanot hai^ — at leiut, till you cnn— . A 
ribbon and a atar^ ve know, will unbec^mc a rebol'a fihonldBr; bM I 
bite at baits. Ho la an aaa tbat angles and liidea not his bajL 
But ho camo in on terma, nnd is bound up ! Tusb I renxnte 
blessed line I marked in Mufaiavsl : he's &n uafe that thinki a 
or any tender, can tame a. ptonser beyond his pleBaure," fa.— 1 
from Bmaaels in CoUeddon of Tracta, roL iv., p. 473. 

■ Letter to Boaglai. Woodrow, voL i., p. 39. "The 
drive K furiausly. tlmt all lovers of religion aio nwokcned 
them, and to endeavour the stemming of the feuful 
theae men ; all that is hoped is to bring them to Bomi 
cloaure with an Episcopaoy of a new moke." "^i TuTioh 
that aach men aa Wren, whose cornipt principlea and 
persecuting oonscientioiui ministers, who, though roof 
known to be soon forgotten, should have the intpadanoa IsiffM 
these Babylonish bmti,''— Mr, DougUs. W*odrow, »oL i, pp. St, 
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- quoted, we gather that ''The mflnendng men of the Pres- 
^ byterian judgment are content with Episcopacy of Bishop 
^ TJsher^s model, and a liturgy somewhat connected with the 
ceremonies of surplice," &a " The moderate Episcopalians 
z and Presbyterians fear that, either the high Episcopal men 
._ be uppermost, or that the Erastians cany it from both.'* 
X ** Some leading Presbyterians tell me they must resolve to 
1 close in with what they call moderate Episcopacy, else open 
i pro&nity will, upon the one hand, overwhelm them, or 
:• Erastianism (which may be the design of some statesmen) 
ft on the other."* 

With these feelings the Conference was held. Over several 
.r days it extended. Baxter and Gunning were the chief 
v^ gladiators in the arena. The contrast between them was 
^ great. Men more unfit for the task could not have been 
found. Both were men of large reading, of subtle intellect, 
and trained in all the dialectics of the schools. ''They 
spent some days in much logical inquiry, to the diversion of 
the town, who thought them a couple of fencers engaged in 
a dispute that could never be brought to an end or have any 
^^ood effect."t The demands of the Presbyterians were not 
great. Changes in the liturgy, modifications in the festivals, 
occasional free prayer, omission of the Apocrypha in the 
service of the church, the omission of the cross in baptism, 
kneeling at the Lord's Supper, embraced, in the main, the 
extent of their demands. To embody their views more 
clearly, Baxter, with his very ready pen, produced a liturgy, 



* Sharp to Douglas. Woodrow, voL i, pp. 33, 39. It may amnse 
onr readers to see the opinions of Dou^as on Episcopacy at this time : — 
'* The government by presbytery is good, but prelacy is neither good in 
CShristian policy or civiL Some say. May we not have a moderate Epis- 
copacy? But 'tis a plant God never planted, and the ladder whereby 
antichrist mounted his throne. Bishops get caveats, and never kept one 
of them; and wiU just do the like again. We have abjured Episcopacy, 
let us not lick it up again.'' — Sermon by Douglas, 1660. ' Woodrow, voL i, 
p. 62. 

t Burnet's Own Times, vol. i., pp. 283, 284. 
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■wHoli Le thought might satisfy all ]iartiea.* But tH 
efforts were vain. The results of the Savoy Oinftraa 
atand before us as a monmnent of the folly of such |Wi» 
ings. The bishops would not move. Concesaioa wm ■ 
their aim. On no point would they change. Bodi [aiw 
now appealed to the king, Promlsea, as iiBoal, -were pm 
to the Prosbytetian party: their value vrill praaenllf tf 
aeen. In this Conferetice the Baptists and 
bad no part.+ 

The spirit of the leading Preabyteriana in Scotlaad i^' 
be gathered from the paper of advice sent to ^wtp alM 
this time : " We shall not concern to dive into the ten^< 
Independents and other sectaries, and how they nmy i* 
Episcopacy and the liturgy in the recent estaUi^JuMit i 
afeira; nor trouble you with an account of what Doiw 
raised, upon the very appearance thereof, by otbora rti 
you know ; but if his Majesty knew what grief ot ka 
the fear of Episcopacy and the service-book is to an 
loyal and honest subjects, who have mach u>d (A 
mourned iu secret for him, and do now r^oice in k 
wonderfiil restitution, and how much it would refridi tka 
to be secured against th^e fears; we are confidmt he WJ 
be most ready to satisfy such subjects, who will na 
nothing temporal too dear to be laid forth as hii 
affairs shaU require; and though it may be coQMivtd 
the affairs of England do nothing concern them, jd 
cannot but remember, from former experience, wh4t ' 
ence the state of the Church of England hath had opoi 
this church," &ct 

We only add another specimen of the mean and daqnoiUC 
spirit which govenied some of these men at this tine:— 

■ CalaiDf has given this in hii Life of Buiter. An iKillin* of DlW 
will bo found in tho some worlt. 

t OoUier, »oL ii., p. 878, to. Baiter's Life and Timo. 

t Pnper of Advice to Sliarp from Mcasn. DaUgUi, &C. WoodfK 
voLL.pp. 3G,37(Nota). 
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We trust that our oouxage upon all occafiions shall argue 
indelible evidence of unstained loyalty and love to 
Sovereign, vhoxa we honour as a man nesrt nato Gkid, 
terior to none but God, who is his only jadge; invested by 
with a peerless supremacy over all persons and ranks of 
.thin his Majesty's dominions; the chief nurse, 
&ther of the church, and keeper of both tables of God's 
,law, the Sovereign protector arid defender of tho worship 
id ordinances of God; CJod's Ticegerent, soDt by him to 
»r the sword, with imperial power, to punish all evO deeds 
id evil-doers trespassing agaioBt religion and piety, or 
oral honfsty, and duties that man doth owe to man, and 
put any one in his dominions to the doing of their duty 
God and man," &c.* And this from a body of men who 
limed to be the faithful miniatern of Christ, to a man 
iprincipled, hypocritical, and awfully viciouB.t 
Bot this self-abaaemont was all in vain. The Episcopal 
soon manifested that their restoration to office was 
a mere form. The return of royalty to the throne 
brought back the ftiU power of the church. J The 
and tho senate presented only the feeblest bar- 
rs to its exercise. Men filled the Episcopal thrones, 
10 had pleaded for moderation in their adversity; but 



* Tho Synod ot Fife, April 2d, IBM. Woodrow, vol, i. , p. 120. The 
'j of John Knoi tlioB spoke; — "Wo ure Tory hopoful, and hnmbly 
npplicatB this High Court oC Pacliuueiit will, hy their mvS Banotion, 
Wt«ibliBh, nuuataiii, and defend the truQ rcligioa, in dnctdae, ironhip, 
^scipliue, Bixi govemmeDt, preeeutly profeasBd, received, practieeil; and 
eafroin and anppreu all impiety, vice, profnneneea, nnd wbatover ia con- 
nuy to truth and godlineM."— Petition of the Preabytery of EdinboKi', 
— Woodrow, voL L, p, 113. 

-(■ It Ib said thnt on tlie £rst night of hi« landing, he took from her huB- 
Mmd Barbara Yiiliera, a woman of great beaaty, but of moat dieaolufs 

i "Here I aaw the Bishnpa of Winohestfr, Bangor, Jtc, all in tbc^ 
ibit>, in Rjuy Horn; tlie Seventh's chapel. But, lord 1 at tlioir going 
ct, hmr people did most of them look Upon tbem u itmnge oi 
d tew with any kind of love or reipeot."— Fopyi, voLi,, p. 143, 
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who now appeared animated by the Bpirit of Bomb or 
Laud. No toleration for tender conscienoeB could be alln»i 
The " Iiiberty of Prophesying" was ignored, and iwom 
were Boon propounded which breathed the most intent totai 
to everything, however holy, if it was associated witk tk 
sectarians. The conscienc'e of the kiog. If ever trooliU 
about his declaration from Breda, was speedily calmed ^ 
Protestant Jesuitry, and the hope of toleration vu m 
extinguished from the breasts of the most sanguine. Tn 
it is, Charles issued a declaration, which appeiured to ntid 
some of the leading Presbyterians, but which shortly tAi 
when sahmitted to the Commons that it niight lam tl 
force of law, was rejected by that sago assembly hy 
majority of twenty-eight, headed fay the iuiiust«n et d 

The Baptists were very early made to feel the power i 
their oppressors. Probably none were more obnoxious to d 
ruling power in Church and State. Su^cted by the Isttcri 
opposed to all monarchical governments, hol ding and 
principles which, if embraced universally, must in the i 
overthrow the power of the former, both had motives of 
moat potent and influential kind for their repression. Nf 
means were neglected to awaken suspicion as to their mnlJ 
of attachment to the existing Government. Thoiuiiiiii 
were ready to do the bidding of the unprincipled ml tha 
vengefiil in Church and State. The following example wiB 
illustrate this. Six months after the return of Chatl«% 
a letter was addressed to Mr. Tfiffin fi'om Taunbm to 
effect: — "That the Princess of Orange being now dn4 
they were now ready to put their design into execotion; i( 
according to my promise, I would provide and send 
])owder, matches, bullets, &c.; for they believed the pnimis' 
that one of these should chase a thousand," ic. 
quence of this letter," he says, " I was seized oa a Satnnlif 

• Vanghoji, vol ii, p. EBtt 
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' at midnight, and carried to the guard-house at Whiteliall ; 
" no one being sufTered to apeak with me. There I continued 
all the Lord's day, exposed to the taunts and threats of the 
- Boldiers. In the evening, I was sent for to appear before 
> General Mont, and several others of the Privy Council, 
■who read the above-inentioned letter to me; adding, I must 
needs he guilty of the things contained in it. I replied, that 
1 knew not so much as the name of the man by whom it 
was said to he written; and that I did abhor eveo enter- 
taining a thought of doing anything which might lead to 
; tlie disturbance of the kingdom. After examination, I was 
; again placed under the protection of the soldiers, who were 
, ordered to take me the next day to the Lord Chief-Justice 
I Foster to be examined. They took me to an inn in King 
Street, where I was strictly guarded through the night. 
Under this dispensation, I found much support from God; 
and, knowing my innocency, I did not doubt but he would, 
in some way or other, work deliverance for me. The next 
day I was taken in a coaeh to Sergeants' Inn, to he examined: 
soldiers being about the coach occasioned a great concourse 
of people, who inquired what was the matter; some of them 
atouting, 'Ti-aitors, rogues, hang them all!' Appearing 
before my Lord Chief -Justice, I was strictly examined by 
him about the said letter; I answered all his lordship's 
questions, and then told him that I did not doubt but hia 
lordship would take more pleasure to clear an innocent matt 
than to condemn one who was guilty; and therefore prayed 
him I might have liberty to speak for myself, as I felt per- 
suaded my innocency would appea.r. His lordship replied, 
I might speak freely what I could. I said there were some 
things in the letter itself which might satisfy him it was a 
forged letter. The letter takes the rise of the execution of 
this plot from the death of the Princess of Orange, and yet 
it was dated at Taunton three days before she died. To 
which his lordship replied, it waa indeed a weighty obser- 
vation, and seeing the date of the letter to be as I had atat«d, 
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observed that might be bat a miatake in the date> mrtjl 
■the letter itself might be ti-ue. To whii^ I answwi,! 
should leave that to his Iionour's considenttion; bat te 
waa one thing more, in which, with submission, to his M 
diip'a jndgment, there could be no mistake; that wa^ tta 
could be no letter written £rom London to TaiinbDu, anda 
answer to it be obtaoned from Taunton, from the ticae of Ai 
death of the princess to the time when I was taken; fiali 
lordship know the princess died on the Monday 
Now, no letter could gi?e advice of it by post till the n^ 
night, and no answei' could be obtained to that letter ^ 4i 
next Monday morning ; but I was seized the Saturday i 
after her death, which must needs be before any post' 
in. Upon which, my lord looked very steadfastly npoa lb 
Liauteaant-Colone!, whose pidaoner I was ; and the al 
officer desired my lord to put mo upon my oath. Hi 
ship replied, in great anger, he would not ; and that 
were come to a fine pass, when a Iiord Chief-^nstiec 
be instructed by a soldier telling him what be on^t to iti 
telling him it waa a trepan. And then directing hu 
to me, he said he was persuaded I was abused, and Uial U 1 
would find out the authors of the said letter, ho 
punish them; and so he discharged me. Mr. Hemy 
and Mr. Crape were also mentioned in the letter, wh 
examined and discharged. Thus did God Avork 
for me." "A little after this (1661), being at a 
a Lord's day ia Shoreditch, we were apprehended and a 
before 8ir Thomas Bide, by whom I and some otheiB 
committed to the new prison; but having been 
ment three or four days, I was by him released."" 

Upon others the heavy hand of the oppressor IcJL In 
county as well as the city, suspicion, insulb;, an<i Ihe jdl 
awaited our brethren. These pages might be cromlvd 
examples of the cruelty and lawlessness of men, who, n 
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K the pretence of Bastttaui^ ilie diiirdi of CkiiB^ weresappb^ 
its foundation, and suqpending the lahoms of some of its 

' brightest ornaments. The case of John Banyan can only be 
noticed, and tiiat, too^ in the veiy briefest wi^. His histoiy 
18 familiar to most For smne time he had hd)oared irith 
great zeal in Bedford, and the nei^ibooring districts. 
Churches had been, foimed by him in yarions plaooB, but all 
on the mixed principla It is doabtfbl if the church at 
Bedford iras ever a B^qotist chnrch, in the sense in which 
the term -would be ordinarily understood. Bat thou^ pro- 
feesing that water baptism should be no barrier to coin- 
monion, strange as it may appear, he inraiiaUy declined to 
dismiflB any member to a Baptist church where the com- 
mimion was restricted.* A congregation had gathered in 
the agrionltnial village of Haslingtcm to hear the QimpeL 
It was about the 12th of November. The nsoal wofship 
had foushed, and Banyan was in the act of ministering the 
truth of God to the people, when the deep attention of the 

* The folknniig extracts from the Bedfcnrd dntidirBook lurre beea 
supplied by our frieDcl the Ber. J. Jukes, the aenkff pastor of the chntch 
there: — 

''Jan. 6, 1S95.— At a chnrch-meetiiig held at Bedford, efiir "Bro. JLearj 
Ifaim's letter for a diamiisioii was read; "bat bejng desired to be diraiissed 
t* a baptized congregatioii, 'twas denied, and an answer to be seat: 
and our Bro. Chandler to write and send it. 

'^1700. — ^At a church-meeting the beginning of December, a letter 
from our ^ster Stoker to tiie chnrch, she being now in London, wm 
zead^ wherein she desired to be dismissed from ns to a baptised chnrefa in 
liondon, under Mr. Piggott; and 'twas concluded to deny it her, as being 
contrary to the nnnd of Christ, and the received principles and practices 
of this church : and Bro. Chandler sent her the church's answer. 

'' Jan. 4, 1720.— At this church-meeting, our Sister TutzeU's letter wm 
read, desiring dismissicHi to the Baptist church in London under Mr. 
Skip, but the church took time to deliberate upon the answer to her till 
the next church-meeting. 

^ 1st March, 1720. — The church concluded not to dismiss Ann Tutaell to 
Mr. Skip, because he and his people were for ooramuninn with baptind 
belieyers only, and that by immersion." 

We have unpublished letters on the same subject, which may ai^>ear in 
another part of this work. 
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people was broken by the entraace of the constable. Trsa 
Wingate, one of the great unpaid ministers of jnsticcU 
comuussioneil thLt man to execute this task. Bnnyui nt 
man of undoubted courage. In the army of his 
had braved danger. " Had he been minded to pUy tk 
coward, he could have escaped and kept out of their 
He felt that it was a call from God, and he was readfto 
obey it. Doubtless the change of the times had prepond ha 
for this. He knew what the forlorn hope was, and 6a 
he was not anxious to ahi-ink. In the morning he w»s 
ducted before the magistrate. The threats of the little : 
in authority were many. Bimyan had broken the lair; mfc 
meetings were dangerous; and unless he w^as prepond it 
find Bureties that would be bound to keep him trcm » 
practices, their bonds would be forfeited, and he mnst go' 
prison. "'Tis useless," said the heroic man; "I shall btot 
them, for I shuU not leave speaking the Word of GoA" Til 
prison Eunyan went. Efforts were made by his frioidt 11 
mitigate the evil, and to secure his liberation, but ii 
For five weeks the prisoner was confined. The sewdoi 
now held at Bedford. Before the assembled administndai 
of law the prisoner was brought. The charges a 
were read. They were of the gravest kind. The 
said: — "That John Bunjan, of the town of Bedford 
labourer, being a person of such and such conditaon, bath, 
since such a time, devilishly and perniciously abstained 
coming to church to hear the Divine service, and 
upholder of several unlawful meetings and conventiclei, 
the great distui'bonee and destruction of the good sabjeourf 
this kingdom, contrary to the laws of our Sovereign L«H 
the KtQg," itc. The piiaoner said: — "We have had m 
meetings together, both to pray to God and to exhort 
another; and that we have liad the sweet comforting p* 
sence of the Iiord amongst us for our encouragement (UmkJ 
he his name, therefore!), I confess myself guilty, 
wise." No witnesses were examined, but the picft wm. 
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recorded^ and then the sentence was passed. For the great 
crime of preaching God's "Word to a few poor people and 
praying with them, the administrator of justice said: — 
" You must be had back again to prison, and there lie for 
three months following; and at the three months' end, if 
you do not submit and go to church to hear Divine service, 
and leave your preaching, you must be banished the realm; 
and if, after such a day as shall be appointed you to be gone, 
you shall be found *in this realm, you must stretch by the 
neck for it, I tell you plainly;" and so he bid the jailor have 
him away. To the solitude of the cold damp prison-house on 
Bedford Bridge, Bunyan retired. "We can have no difficulty 
in conceiving how his active mind would revolve every ele- 
ment of this appalling sentence. Before. his vivid imagina- 
tion would rise the wife of his ardent affection, and the 
loved ones whose youthful prattle had so often delighted 
ium — their wretchedness and sorrow, their want and impro- 
tected condition. The reality, or even worse than the reality, 
would be distinctly before him. Exile from his country 
was not what we understand by it in these happier times. 
It was slavery. Banishment to the plantations involved all 
this.* Of this he could not be ignorant, as only a short time 
before St. Stephen's had rung with eloquent invectives 
against this evil. Eetum, and ignominy and death awaited 
Mm. But all this could be escaped. Only give up preaching ! 
Forsake your love of telling the poor wanderer of Christ's 
love I Come to church amd hear the Divine service read by 
some unholy lips, and freedom, domestic enjoyment, yea, and 
patronage too, shall await you ! The struggle was fearful, 
but it was soon over. like the rock in the ocean, the 



* " Some were employed grindiDg at the mills, attending at the fur- 
naces, and digging in that scorching island (Barbadoes), being bonght and 
■old still from one planter to another, or attached as horses or beasts 
of burden for the debts of their masters, being whipped at the whipping- 
poets as rogues at their masters* pleasure, and sleeping in'Myes worse than 
hogs in Enghmd."— Burton's Diary. Lingard, voL zi, p. B84. 
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thunder-cload gaUieiB iMwund it, and the angry Vdim 
^isii flgainst its base; bat it remidii^ .nnahaken amidttib 
wildest confasion of this war of ^jkigaeiits. Nofthing eodi 
move the illustrioos sufferer. AlL...€#i>$i8 £uled to ckqi 
him. All efforts, therefore, for .his i^elease were aboitiA 
For twelve years his imprisonnxQiit w^as continued, (kb 
hand was ia it. The wicked cmes meant it for evil j bokGii 
designed it for good. From that piiaon-hoose iisaed vaii 
of fire, which have enlightened, guided, and oomlbrted mai 
<^ pilgrims from the City of Destruction to the Cdatid 
City" than any other written volume, exoept the iiupini 
one, in the world. But of the glorious dreamer— aon 
hereafter.* 

Of the mad attempt of Yenner and his fifth monschf 
men at insurrection, and their defeat and subeequeni poniik- 
ment, we cannot say much^ beyond the ftuet that so 
brethren were free frt>m it. In various memoriali fioa 
Baptists in various parts of the kingdom it was disown^ 
and expressions of loyalty and attachment to the rei^ni 
sovereign were laid at the foot of the throne. But aH mi 
in vain. Alarm was excited in the circles of power, drilail 
ecclesiastical. It was only a pretence— a veil to euro 
deeper and long-planned designs. The dissidentB must sow 
be punished. Clarendon and his colleagues were fir tkt 
work. ''He and Lord Southampton,'' says Clarki^ '^with 
the bishops, were the great opposers in the House of Lorii 
of the king's inclinations and intentions to grant, aooordofg 
to his promise, given at Breda, a toleration to Diaseufeen to 
limited as not to disturb the public peace of the kingdom't 
The meetings of the Anabaptists, Quakers, and fifth moBir^ 
men were forbidden by a proclamation from the king. TImj 
might meet in churches, but not in their own places of wor- 
ship. In private houses, with the consent of the pityprietoDi 

* Pilgziin't ProgieBs, by Qffor. Hans. EnoUyi Society. Woda ^ 
Offor, 3 Tola. Crosby and Ivimey may be oonsoUed fo dttailiL 
t life of Jamaa XL, toL i, p. 391. 
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'.they might oonvene, but gatherings anywhere else were 
^declared to be uulawfuL The mayors in towns, and other 
iilffioers of justice, were commanded to search out these con- 
ifenticlea, to seize the persons found there, and bind them 
it to appear at the next sessions. Fully convinced of the will 
zdt tliase men to persecute, their power to execute depends 
very much on circumstances. The disposition of a people 
will always modify the mandates of a lyiant. Bightly then 
to estimate the condition of our brethren, as well as for 
other reasons, we should know the m<»al stote of the people. 
To inquire into the causes which produced the marked 
change in the moral conditionof the nation immediately on the 
accession of Charles, though a subject of profound interest, is 
no« o«^ business now. No one ^miliar with the period can 
doubt the &iet^ er question its awful magnitude. The court 
already was the centre (€ corruption and impiety.* Virtues 
irera tiot safe within its predncts, and moral principle was 
nnknowa. OharleB, fond of ease, careless about business, 
gave Mtedtf up to self-indulgence without restraint. But 
the sources of enlightenment and spiritual power were dark 
and cormpt. Bumet, in his MS. History of his own Times, 
thus describes the bishops and deigy: — '' Many books came 
o«it against the CShurdi of England. This alarmed the 
bishops and clergy much; 90 jjbat they set up to preach 
against rebellion and the )ate times, in such a strain that it 
was visible they meant a ps^railel between these and the pre- 
sent tiisies. ^d thi& produced at last that heat and rage 
into whidi the clergy had run so far, that it is like to end 
very fatally. They, on their part, should have showed more 
temper, and more of the spirit of the Gospel; whereas, for 
the greatest part, they are the worst-natured, the fiercest^ 
indecentest, and most persecuting sort of people that are in 
the nation. There is a sort of them do aspire to preferment, 

* "I had some discomse with Povey, who is mightily disconifliitad, I 
Snd, about his disappointmeut'at court; and says, of aU plaoef, tf 
he heU, it is here.''~Pepys, vol. ii, p. 450. 
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that tliere is nothiug so mean and indecent tliat tl>g<j!l 
not do to compass it; and when they have got int« p 
ment, they take no care either of themselves or of 
committed to their charge, hut do generally n^lect U 1 
ptirishes. If they are rich enough, they hii-e some juM J 
curate at as low price as they can, and tnm all otw l| 
him; or if their income will not hear ont that, they pa 
the puhlic offices in the slightest manner they can; bat id 
no care of their people in the way of private ad 
and ao do nothing to justify the character of i 
watchmen that feed the soula of their people or watch M 
them. And they allow thomselvea in many indecent libe 
of going to taverns and alehouses, and of railing scarriki^ 1 
against aU that differ &om them; and they cherish tlu fi» I 
faneness of their people, if they but come to church sod ti I 
with them against the Disaenters; and arc implacably art ■ I 
the ruin of all that separate from them, if the course of 
lives were otherwise ever ao good and nnblam&ble. 
word, many of them are a reproach to Christianity and Wlii 
profession, and are now, perhaps, one of the most o 
bodies of men in the nation."* Though the bishop n 
this, of the correctness of the sketch there can be no 
The outline may be accurately drawn, but no one jrt hi 
furnished a finished portrait. From Episcojial thnnei ■ 
parish pulpits the doctrines of the Laudian scho<d ven p 
mulgated. Non-resistance and passive obedience wseerwy^ 
where promulgated. Vacancies in the Episcopate wv« (Ski 



* MnseieB Tracts, voL L, p. 110. Tlio bishop modified thi* in his pMrf 
copy :~"A Dation where iofideliij vaa, at thnt time, consilend aa 
pordoauble thun a auperatitiaua reverence for sajnta," &a. — Stnitb^ 
Queen Catlisrine of l^aganza, vol vUL, p. 386. " Catherine «w nlid 
to the moat wittj' and fascinating prince in the world, i niiiililiiliiiMBT 
good humoured, but without religion or moral prinFiplea— bnTs, recUw 
and devoted to pleaanre," Jul— /4id, p. 3H. "Tho olerg7," •«n 0«W* 
"atad7 Pan, Bacohns, nnd the longg and the shorti, ntber IhM Ai 
Hebrew Bible, and the trutlu o£ the living Jeliovsh."- 
Tol iii., p. 181. 
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s'hy men of tha liigheat church principles, "and moat 
■fliiTFeterftte resentments." Their fines on the renewal of 
e loasea were extraordinary. Bishop Burnet says: — "What 
i. the biahops did with these great :fliies "was e. pattern to all 
_ their lower dignitaries, who generally took more care of 
- themselves than of the ehnrch; the men of service were 
; loaded with many livings and many dignities. With this 
-. accession of wea!th, tliere broke in upon the church a great 
; deal of luxury and high living, on pretence of hospitality; 
. and with this onset of wealth and pomp that came upon 
men in the decline of their age, they who were now growing 
into old age became lazy and negligent in all the true con- 
cerns of the ohurcL" Nor was this limited to Episcopal 
and clerical circles. The floodga-tes of vice were thrown 
open. The holy clieoks of the past were broken; the mighty 
influence of the Government and official men in favour of 
Tirtuo was withdrawn; toridiculeandinsult devout ministers 
■were exposed ; and in the place of them every encouragement 
■was given to the most sinful habits and criminal indulgences 
— gaming, drunkenness, and kindred evils. The psalm gave 
place to the lewd song, the voice of prayer to the voice 
of mirth and ribaldiy, and immorjility of the most dehaaing 
iind threatened to sweep away all the landmarks of virtue 
and godliness. One of our brethren thus describes the city 
in 1660; — "But the moon-sick madness of the multitude, 
yet unrepented of, together with the revived and daily 
continued acta of the abominations in stage playa. May- 
games and pastimes, with the many bitter and most horrid 
oaths and execrations, uttered almost in eveiy corner, by 
ninepin, ninehole, and by pigeon-holo players, and to the 
poisoning of the youth of our age in the multitude of 
damning and debauched bawdiy-houses, even the foul and 
detestable sham of a Christian kingdom," &c.* Poets 
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kindled their genius at ttoa altar, and invoked the ^sb 
hold up to the scorn of the pampered voluptuary Uie^iA 
claims of piety, and to cheriah in the minds of the rr^im 
hostility to the Goapel,* The reader must bear in miarftk 
gtate of things, ns deepening and 'widening in its iiiflwi 
throughout the whole of this reign. 

Many of our brethren soon felt, as we have s«a,4 
effects of this change. The hostility which hod cii3lnl,i« 
which had by the strong hand of the law tjeen re{« 
now broke forth. To escape tliis, a number of Baptises ' 
crowds of other religionists, fled to the continent. BaU 
now, as in fonner times, was a refuge for theee o] 
ones. The sons of liberty found pi-otection nnda ^k 
form of government to which, by suffering und wi!, 4^ 
had sought to conform their country. "It is not loll 
believed," says Sir G. Downing, "what numbers of <&■!» 
fied persoufi come daily out of England into this cooAJL 
They have settled at Rotterdam an Independent, u A* 
baptist, and Quaker church; and do hire the best house 
have great bills of Exchange come over froni £nghuuL 
I am about setting coirespondence at Rotterdam and 
])art6, that I may know who they are, and what tliey ih' 
Clarendon encouraged this. Again and again in hit 
correspondence with this unprincipled creature, ■«»• fioJ 
urging it.f Every movement was watched, and all (Mr 



ignomiuioiuly b; tlic tonguea of iofainy cnlleil a. taiuAie 
LoniJaD, 1(1«0. 
' In an old ballad of these times, the fuUoving occun:- 
'■FbjswbII, BBjuulSule. nithhey: 
Farenrell, S»7 imd Sealc, wilt bej ho I 
And llOie s«IJ«Bt BDM of AjTnDB, 
Hij thof lung u high u lluaui, 
With the old AubaiitliC thej came on. 
With a hdr, iTolif. loUr. ha" 
- A Forewall to Fu-liunent. Kufa Prince Rapgii and 
ToL il, p. 56. t Life of HaieiKloD, toL iii. p. IM 

; Ibid, voL iii., pp. 16!l, ITD. Letter to Downing. Other cuiq 
this detestable policy mty he aeon, vuL iii,, pp. 155, 386. A (nl 
alarm perhaps promplwl tlu« conduct. 
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seedings cai-efiiUy registered. With or witliout the consent 
Bf the State, Downing would have seized the leading exiles, 
and exposed theni to the mahce of their foes. Hume tells nfl 
that Downing was once chaplain to Colonel Oakey'a regiment 
He now at Delpt seized Corbet, Oakey, and Buckatead, 
md Bent them to England, in violation of the laws of the 
States, where they finished their course on the gibhet, and 
thuB added to the long list of victims ta the royal ven- 
geance.' 

Hostility at home was Dot i;lim.inished. From place to 
place the sectaries were hunted. Rnmoura of dissatisfection 
with the existing Government were rife. Sham plots were 
Ireported, and every means employed to awaken suspicion in 
[the minds of the authorities against them. The jails were 

'* 8ome writers dintilled tlioir own gstU, and dipped their pea in it. 
Ilnio following is a sample;— "Pettit pLioea Baxter in hell, where Brad- 
Mlww acts as president of an infenuJ triliunal, and Halber and Nevillo 
lltrive iu vain to obtain from his adjudicatiDn the crown for pre-emiDenoe 
'at evil and nuutdef on earth ; which he awards to the NonoonfomUBti!. 
•I*t him come in,' eiclftima the new Ehadaman— thoa, 'and te crowned 
irith wreath!! of aerpenta and duplets of adders. Let his triumphBut 
chariot he a pulpit, draWTi on the wheels of oannon Tiy a brace of woIteb 
in sheep's clothing. Let the ancient fathers of the church, whom out of 
ignorance he has vilified ; the reverend and learned prehttes, whom out of 
pride and mahco he has belied, abuaeil, and persecuted ; the most right- 
eona Idng whose murder he has juatified, come, and let them all he bound 
in chikins ta atteud his infernal triumphs to his Saint^s Everlasting Best; 
then make room, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, atheists, and poli- 
tidans, for the greatest rebel an eai-tb, and next to him who fell from 
leaven.'"— Sir J. Stephen's Essays. South, who was the inoamation 
of intolerance, was over spitting forth his venom upon the wiaa and the 
good. Milton, whose geniue and iiiorals Le could never reach, and cer- 
tainly could never appreciate, was the blind adder who spit venom on the 
kin^s person ; and Cromwell, now rising from the mists with which the 
tgeoE Charles n. had encircled him, in all his tnassivo and fair proportions, 
was only a bankrupt heggoily fellow, who entered the Parliament House 
with a thread-bare torn eunt unrl greasy liut, and perhaps neitlier of 
them paid fur. South's judgment of men was much iuSuenced by the 
out and condition of the garment. Moml worth beyond the Episcopal 
polo was unmixed pollution, but hypocrisy and the most revolting 
sensuality were trifles, if covered by an Episcopal cloak. — Ki'<ie Life and 
Scrmona of Scuth. Bohn, London, 1856. 



^^ 



EAHLT BKGUBH BAPTISTS. 



crowded with them. From theii- peaceful homes they were 
dragged, and their famiUes plunged into deepest aonow. 
Their fortitude was tried in tlie severest way. Hunger, eoM, 
and insults were their daily lot. The piiaons at this time 
were foul and loathsome. But their faith failed not la 
Kent — always fruitful in heroic confessors — there waa a large 
number of sufferers. The metropolis, the eastern, the mid- 
land, and the northern, parta of the empire, felt the powetof 
the oppressors. They uttered their complaints in touchinig 
appeals to the king. From some of them we extract a sen- 
tence or two, as they will place before us the aentunents 
they cherished on magistracy, and the annoyancea th^ 
endnred. "From which aasembling.i, O king," said the 
General Baptists in Lincolnshire, soon after the Restoration, 
" we have been discliarged by some in magisterial capacit7 
in these parts; although therein we bless God, none hati 
ever found ua with multitude or tumult. But being taoght 
of Grod to obey him in the things by liim commanded, rather 
than man, though in the places of magistracy, when com- 
manding things contrary; we durst not receive that dis- 
charge. Wherefore some of «a have been silenced from ■ 
mention of the name of the Lord as formerly, by bwng 
entangled in bonds, pretendedly imposed on us for our good 
behaviour. Since thus entangled, O king, we have been 
much abused as we pass in the streets, and as we sit in oar 
houses; being threatened to be hanged if heai-d hnt praying 
to the liord in om* families, and disturbed in our so waiti] 
upon God by an uncivil heating at our doors, and sounding 
of horns; yea, we have been stoned when going to o 
meetings, the windows of the places where we have been n 
struck down with stones } yea, also taken as evildoer^ ai 
imprisoned when peaceaTaly met together to worahip Qie 
Most High, in the use of his most precious ordinanoea."' 
"We have, O king, spread those things before them in 

• Crosby, voL iL, pp. 20^ 2L 
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■^ithority iu these parte, but can have no redress from them ; 
KAtt the rage of our adveraarieii hath been augmented by 
^tearing ua abused by some of them in open court, who eat 
■aiai the bench of justice, under the odious terms of knavigh, 
~iVfffflin/j, impudeni and famatic felhms, &c. And as if all 
■:4A)i8 were too little, they have, to fill up their measure, very 
Jatelj indicted many of us at the sessions; and intend, as 
"Wo are informed, to impose upon us the penalty of £20 ptr 
Ktannth, for not coming to hear such men aa they provide us, 
.of -whose principles and practices we could give a moat sad 
and dolefuJ," &c. The prisoners in Maidstone jail thus 
■poke fo the king; — " Thou haat already seen our Confession 
wf Faith, wherein our peaceable resolutions were declared. 
VVe have not violated any part tbereo^ that should cause 
'Attt liberty promised at Breda to be withdrawn. And now 
' Ibr onr principles that most particularly relate to magistrates 
.''■nd Governiaentj we have with aU cleamesa laid them before 
''ttiem; humbly beseeching that they may be read patiently, 
.Aud what' we say weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, 
and then judge how worthy we aro of bonds and imprison- 
■ ment. And this we do the more earnestly desire, because 
not only our own lives are in danger, but also an irresistible 
destruction cometh on onr wives and little ones by the 
violence which is exercised on us. Disdain not our plainness 
of speaking, seeing the great G!od acce]>ts of the lite."* 

In London, many wore "seized, and taken out of their 
beds at midnight by soldiers with drawn swords, without any 
warrant from a justice of the peace; others being talcen in 
tlieir religious assemblies, the doors of which were open that 
all might hear what they said, and see what they did; and 
others being assaulted by soldiers whilst they were passing 
along the streets about their lawful employment, and carried 
without ft warrant before justices who acted in a manner 

in Traeta on Liberty of 
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unworthy of the ofBce ■which they sostoiDed." So m 
were " thrust into little rooms together, that ttoy •vii 
annoyance to each other, es]>ecially in the ci^ of Lnl 
whei-e the Lord Mayor erowda them very close kf$ 
that it hath been ohaerved the keepei-s Lave comidUBllI 
have hiid too many guests ; and whilst they sufe t[ 
some of their wives and tender babes want bread at hoi 
Adia thus refei-s to the Btiir«ringa of some : — " And a 
them to be thrown, as it 'were, on heaps, one open uill 
aa some of the Baptists lately have been — sixty in OOtl 
some nine feet broad and fourteen feet long, in Kni 
and miioh after the same way in several other jlDl I 
priaonfl in the nation; euough to breed iuiectioos (nd 
eases, had not the God whom we serve appeared migfaulf 
our beha]f."+ " This I Lumhiy beg, that if 
wiilmg tliat we should serve our God in that way wliick 
hare received, but that wc shall be taken into custtdf 
our so doing; tliat then yon would commissionale 
peace-of&cers for tliat wort to have to do with us; uul 
we be not left to the mercy of the rade multitude, nor 
violent laws of the mercenaiy soldiers, whose actings tow 
the peaceable have been very rude and inhuman in Lax 
and Westminster ; where at one meeting they wouti/iei 
man so dangerously on his arm, that it is greatly fcued 
will lose the use of one of his hands." " At iinntlifrmrrtr 
place, they rudely cam« and drank np the wine dat < 
provided by the congregation to celebrate that holj 
of communicating at the table of the Lord." "A 
meeting-place, the congregation being generally 

• Ivimej, loL ii, pp. 31G, 317. 

i- FnnatioB' Addivaa to thu King mid hb Peera, pp. 15. 10. The raffi 
of the Friendi at this time were grent. Upon them ud oar tn«tbn 
chief weight fea "It ii ptaluble thit in I66I or 1662, then wu 
less thuu 4500 Frionds in prison in England and WbIo at oh tim 
meeting to vorihtp Ond, refoHing to swear," bo. Fox, in s leM 
Churlea U., tells Iiim (1362) that there were 3008 Friend* 
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^^tf£ore tliey came, in revenge whereof the soldiery set on the 

'"" 'a multitude to break in pieeea the tables that they used 

! of to celebrate the Lord's Supper upon." "At 

ther meeting-place, they i-udely behaved themselves, 

(draitly casting some of them headlong down the stairs; 

irs being winding, and some people on them, the 

afiirce of the falls {through mercy) being thereby broken, 

■- tliere was not ranch harm done as to the people, the greatest 

7 lann that was done was by one of the soldiers to himself"^ 

:. We could multiply these examples gi'eatly, but our space 

: forbids. The sources of the deepest misery are generally 

unseen J the acnteat sorrows are often felt in the home 

<Brcle. lu thia case no one doubts the fact, and no oae can 

fiilly understand it. " The intemiption of family ties, the 

Inreaking up of households, the loss to many of all means of 

» Boppoi-t, were hard and cruel sufferings for conscience sake; 

B.tmt thdy wei-e generally a^ravated at this period by the 

■L^mp and filthy condition of the pi-isona, holes, and dungeons 

P'Jn which the snfferera were confined, as well as by their 

crowded condition. And to all these circurastanoes of trial 

I must be added thoso of personal abuse, fines, distraint, and 

I it may strictly be said, of wholesale robberies they 
taidured. Some died of the beatings which they received in 
I the breaking up of their meetings, and monyfi-om the filthy 
and close state of the prisons, in some of which they were 
so closely packed that they had to take it by turns to stand 
up whilst others lay down. They were also overrun with 
lice and vermin. "+ An illustration may give our readers a 
glimpse of some things which marked the piison life of 
some of these confessors. " On the 3d day of the month 
called August, 1662— when the prisoners in Newgate, called 
Baptists, were in their chamber seeking the Lord, and 
speaking one to another, that they miglit, as their duty is, 
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proToke one another to love and good 'works — aboDt Iv 
o'clock in the aftemoou, tte thieves, as housebreaken, ^. 
jiocketa, highwaymen, came with Tiolence into oar ma; 
one t<M>k np a, Bible from the table, and threw it danfl 
the ground, asking what we did there. Strack one kdl 
face with his fist, and he and the I'eat fell upon us, draw Hi 
knives, and endeavoured to stab Home of us. But tbe IM 
was pleased to deliver ua from their cruelty; for ""e td 
courage to defend ourselves, and escaped tbeir bloody fauri 
And on the same day, the like violence, a.s vre were infinnd 
■was offered to those brethren in the White Lion, SoatUvd 
by the felons there. And on the lat of June, so oQl 
1662, which was on the fii-st day of the week, after «e «• 
brought to prison, some of the keepers did come apoa I 
and charge us that we should not pray nor preach ; for if i 
did, they had orders to pat us into the hole, aad that ih 
must do it. And tliough that was not executed, y«i tl 
felons did come violently upon us in our room, antl did kl 
Home of us, and threaten ua all, saying they would nowoi 
us well enough, for they had a commission so to do."* 

The martyrdom of John James must close this namd 
of Buffering for the present. He was paittor of & SalilMtuil 
church in Bulatake Alley, in the city. The aerriw W 
interrupted one day by the appearance of one Jostioe Am 
with a Mr. Wood, a head borough, commanding Mr. Ism 
to come down, having spoken treason against tbe )n^ 
Befiising compliance. Wood then advanced to the middlt i 
the room again in the king's name, and threatenad to' 
him down if he did not obey. The threat wj 
outed, and he was dragged to pi-ison, with 
hearers. Tho next day they were brought 
justices, who were sitting at a public-hoiisei. 
allegiance was tendered (und refused by some 
in default, both men and women were conunit 
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" Afterwards the same justices enteiicg tlie meeting- 
;, sat down about the table with their cloaks ; and Major 
ley standing by, did send for John James. And in the 
mtime the Lieutenant of tlie Tower read a paper which 
t pulled out of hia pocket, saying he would read to them 
hat doctrine was preached there that day — being of the 
kture of a charge, which they drew np from Tipler's month 
oat John James, demanding of certain women, relating 
> the meeting, yet detained, and whose names they were 
a taking, how they conld hear aucli things aa these." To 
Lch they unanimously replied in the fear of the Lord, 
ITtat they Ti&oer hewrd sucft words, as they shall answer it 
3 the Lord: and they dureC "not Ue." This Tipler was 
B of those wretched creatures foond in numbers at this 
le. He was a pipemaker's asaistant, and a character so 
Tthleaa that even the magistrate took not much notice of 
lat he said. James was now brought before this tribunal, 
nd after much questioning, "the lieutenant told him he 
hould stretch for it; and if he were not hanged, he 
-ould be hanged for him." Jamea said, " he was not oarefol 
1. that matter, and that they could do no more than they 
lOuJd be suffered by the Lord to do." To a company of 
ridiera the confessor was now committed. They had been 
faiting around the doors for him. To Newgate he was car- 
1 the king's name, on the charge of speaking in a 
Kiventicle treasonable words against his Majesty, On the 
4th of November, the trial was begun in Westminster 
Sail. The Chief-Justice Forster presided, aided by three 
f the judges. The charge was grave and treasonable, 
b runs; — "He stood indicted for compassing Mid 
BM^ining the king's death. For endeavouring to levy war 

Many of tlism, tike the lirethrcn of an enrlicr iioritrd noticed in 

former part of tliis volume, otjected to all oaths, and on principle 

declined to tube them. Crosby has preseryed a statement of theirs on 

tliia matter in Appendix No. t. to Mb second volume. Thia subject nill 

claim the Teader's attentiun in a subsequent chapter. 
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against the king. For eiileavouring to change the Gom 
ment. For saying the Ifing was a bloody tyrant, a Uoni 
auckerj a bloodthirsty man, and his nobles the s 
the king and his nobles had shed the blood of the stuniii 
Charing Crosa, and the blood of the CoveoaQters in Se* 
land." " That the Iring -was brought to this end, to fill ^ 
the measure of his iniquity; and that the king's cap 4 
iniquity had filled more within this last year than i 
years before. Thiit he much feared they had not improni 
their opportanity when they had the pow-er in their huuli; 
that ib would not be long tefore they had power again, u 
then they would improve it better ; and he learned ll 
apoataey of the people of God, and said, 'They had a 
fought the Lord's battles thoroughly; but when the In 
should give his work into their hands ugain, they would dot 
better. That the death and destruction of the king drewrnf 
near.'"* To these five counts he pleaded not guilty, bol il 
Tain. On the 10th the trial commenced amidst the laughM 
and scorn of the bench and the bar. Intimation had bM 
given to the prisoner tiiat a packed juiy would be a 
and that hia case waa prol»b]y hopeless. Tiplet t 
that, being in a yai-d neai- the meeting-house, he did, throo^ 
a window, see the prisoner in the pulpit, and heard ll 
speak the words laid in the indictment; adding, tint b* 
mightily applauded CromweD, saying that every f 
his was a cliampion. Osbora, another witness, d 
he was within the meeting-house, and heard t 
speak tlie words laid in the indictment, or to 
another deposed that, being in Tipler's houses a 
person speaking very loud, he went out and i 
speaker say, " That the Lord had a great work, 
could not be positive that the preacher wa 
spoke them.t Witnesses VFere called to prove tl 
to show that Osbom had said that he was o 

• Sfllmoii'a State Trials, p. 290. t 
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wideiice. Mr. James declared Ms inQocency of the charges; 

"!jat he had no mahce againat the king, but prayed for hia 
>nl; that he never had any puhlic employment agauiHt his 
Bcsent Majesty or his fatJier, and denied he spoke the woi-ds 
I the indictment, or any others to that effect; that he had 
iwaya declared f^ainst Crom'well'a usurpation, and suffered 
nder it. In tliis sti-ain the prisoner proceeded, till the 
Ihief-Juatice, forgetting the dignity of the bench and the 
Bsponsibility of his high position, interrupted him in the 
lost unseemly manner. The jury, after a quarter of an 
OUi's retii-ement, pronounced their verdict, well understood 
(eforehand, of guilty.* The efforts of his wife to save him 

were treated with contempt by the monarch. Lost to all 
mse of dignity and the common feelings of humanity, he 
lid, in reply to her petition, " Of John James, that rogue, 
3 shall be hanged; yea, he shaU be hanged." To Tyburn 
le martyr was drawn on a sledge, and on the 26th of 
November — and after showing that he was not a Jesuit in 

Jisguise, and declaring his innocence of the charge for which 
,e was about to suffer — he was suspended on the fetal tree. 
Lfter hanging for about an hour, he was disembowelled and 

rpiartered, and his limba placed on the gates of the city; but 
i head was placed on a pole near his meeting-house in 

"Whiteehapel.t Thus for a season did the wicked triumph! 
Wales did not escape this fiery trial. Tavaseur Powell, 

who had continued his self-denying labours in the Princi- 
jality, " was," says Mr. Jossey, "seized upon and imprisoned 
I Shrewsbury, and many of his friends in several northern 

counties in Wales; and not for any crime committed by him 
r them ; yea, and divers of their houses plundered by sol- 
diers, showing no wan-ant for their proceedings therein. "J 





• Salmon, p. 290. 

i Jhid, p. 291. Crnahf givea this date 1661. Salmnn in 1662. 
i H. Jeaaej's Loud CiUI to EnglBiid, p. 13. This volume coatoiiu 
many aoaoiuitB of Om BufieringB of our brethren ; alao some BtrUdng 
3B of disul«n uid sadden death nf their peraecutors. 
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Here he waa confined for nine weeka, and then by a; 
of the Conncil was released with the rest of his hrettis 
. 8oon after he wns again arreated, and by an order of Cnaai 
was removed to London. He waa confined in the Fleet fc 
almost two years, "and for about twelve months of ll 
time in such cIobq confinement that he 'was not Bnffeinl t» 
go out of his chamber door, which, together with the oS» 
sive amell of a dunghill which was just before his iriitda^ 
did GO much impair his health, that he never aft«r perfeetlf 
recovered it."* At the close of this period, be waa BndJi 
removed to Southsea Castle, where he remajned a c 
prisoner for five years, and obtained hia release on tite <fr 
miBBion of Hyde from the chancellorship. t The Btiptistill 
this time were confined chiefly to the northern parts of tta 
Principality. At the time of the Restoration there wo» 
about thirty miuiaters, and a greater number of choRte 
These felt the bitterness and fierceness of the paneeaam 
which foilowed.J Their aasociational gatherings wvxt « 
pended for about twenty years, their property waa seised bf 
the lawless and brutal soldiory, and their persons imprinei 
in iilthy and unwholesome jails, " because thej would n 

* Lite, pp. 129, 131. 

t Ibid, p. 132. Mr. PowqU was imtor of a church at DuUcnl tw 
.ibout two years, — Life, p. 16. 

t "The great talk of the tuwn ia the strange clectiao that tbtiQrf 
LonJnQ made jeaterda; for rarlinmont men, viz., Fcmke, Love, jMM,ki^ 
. . . Men that, so far from being Episcopal, are thought to b*l»' 
hi^itists) imcl choaen with a great deal of zeal, in spite of the otkwpNt 
that thought tlieraselTea so atroEg, calling out io iho hull, 'MttM'^'** ' 
no lord bishopa 1 ' It do maho people tu fear it ma; come Iw 
bdog an example to the cotmtry to do the same ; and, indeedi H 
are ao high, that voty few do love them." — Popys, voL i. 
p. 338. Sir H. Bumet, in a letter tu Charles, Bayai— " l! 
Majesty in this conjunuture to strengthen year authority bf d 
means and wbjb the law allows jou, since the dissatiifaattoD toww 
present Govemmeut (though, God kaowB, vetj ondesorv&dl;) is h 
BD universal that any small Bcaident may put tu into lunr tn> 
though they should not as yet be thoroughly dssigned by thaw IM ■ 
for them."— May 19, 1663. life of Clarendon, vol 
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^rego theii- meetings, and join with tliem again in tlieii- 
toaditional woi-aliip, from wliom the Lord had separated 
tiiem." Against these Bimple and eanieat-minded brethrea no 
■other chai^o was alleged. They suffered for nonconformity 
to the worahip of a church they considered " traditionaL" 

We have adva-ted to this feature of our histoiy at some 
length, though only partially. The full details, which are 

Ithin our reach, would occupy the remainder of this 
volume. From every county, aay, proliably, from all the 
lives of population, narratives of sufferings might be drawn, 
~" 3 were, to some extent, tho strongholds of the body; 
where enei^ and intelligence were found, Baptist principles 
were sure to find a home. But w^e are only entering on tho 
■exercise of that spiritual and political tyranny which has 
-made this reign one of the most infamous in the annals of 
the English nation. Upon some matters we must now 
touch. The first Parliament colled by Charles was thoroughly 
Episcopal. It was composed of cavaliers and their sons, 
who entirely predominated. The influence of the great 
fiunilies and the restored priesthood was placed in their 
3. Only some fifty or sisty men of popular sympathies 
were returned. Pepys gives us a, view of the character of 
the former. "They were tho moat profane, sweaiiug feUows 
be had everheard in his life."* The members, for the most 
part, were elected agreeably to the wishes, and without doubt 
by the influence, of the court. " The greatest part were high 
churchmen — that is, violent enemies of the Presbyterians, 
great asaerters of the minutest ceremonies of the Church, 
and most devoted to the king and the royal pi-erogative." 
This Parliament was managed entirely by Clarendon, and is 
Imown in history as the Penaionaiy Pai'liament, iroat the 
mighty influence of the court.t Their piety and attachment 
to the Church wei-e manifested at an early period of the 
Ion. The majority voted that all theii- members should, 

• Diary, voL t, p. U3. t Rapin's Hiat., voL iL, p. 213, 
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on a ceilain day, receive the Lord's Supper according tai 
Episcopal ritnal, tmd tbat the Solemn League and CovoA 
should be burnt by the hands of the common has^na* 
This spirit characterized their whole ptoceedinga. " ClunH' 
saya Mr. Lathorp, "had promised liberty to tendw m- 
sciences; but, if disposed, he would bave found it extKnk 
difficult to have kept his promise with a. Parliament Uktit 
present. Charles was engrossed by hia pleasure; anii, a* 
withstanding his declaration, he was ready to sacrifioe lit 
Nonconformists to the resentment of the Parliament 
Devoted to his pleasure, Charles never bestowed a Ukn^ 
on the subject of religion ; and was heartily desinnK V 
leave the whole matter with the Parliament. "+ The |J» 
sure-loving and sensual monarch had no doubt about tk 
readiness of these creatures to do his pleasure. They spee^ 
reinvested him with all hut limitless power, and affirmHia 
doctrine of non-resistance to his will. Speedily the Bill it 
regulating Corporations was passed. It was a daj-ing in 
of the liberty of the subject The Chui-ch dem&Dded i^ 
and the request was not denied. This inquisitive in 
waa aimed at the dissidents irom the Church. " It en 
all magistrates and persons bearing offices of trust in eorf^ 
rations to sweai- that they believed it nnlawfid, on •htj**- 
tence whatever, to take arnis against the king, and tbttlk^ 
abhorred the traitorous position of bearing arms hj bii 
authoiity gainst his person, or ag^at those that are coat- 
missioned by him. They were also to renounce all oUlg»- 
tions arising out of the oath called the Solemn Leagni 
Covennntj incaseof refusal, immediately to be dismiBsedfiva 
office. Those elected in future were, in addition to Hu 
oaths, to have received the sacrament within one year beCn 
their election, according to the rites of the English diurekt 



* Halkm, vol ii., p. 23. t Btiglisii E 

t HaUam. voL ii., pp. 27, 28. The Bill p»aaed by li 

readen know tluit tliia infiuuuuB law U nuw rcmaied from tb* Si 

Boole of tlie realm. 
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By this act our brethren were at once depriveil of all 
jninicipal rights. It touched them, probably, beyond any 
sher sect, and fully exposed them to the malice of the 
[norant and malicious in many ways. True it is there were 
k few exceptions to this. Amougst this class we find John 
Pombea. Singularly enough this eminent scholar and devout 
, though the greatest writer in existence in fa'V'our of 
Japtiat views, yet not only preached hut advised occasional 
bommnnion with the corrupt and persecnting Church. Only 
e example of this caji we give here, " In many places of 
my writings," he says, " I have disclaimed separation from 
t wherein I was disputing with others, always foi-eseeing 
that a groundless separation would he endless; and, there- 
fore, have still professed my desire of such a reformation 
U might be without separation from brethren, who are not 
lieretical in. the doctrine of Christian faith, nor idolatrous in 
their worship, nor impose that on me for communion with 
them, which I cannot yield to without sinning against 
God. Yea, when some of those who agreed with me in 
that tenet which my writings lield forth differently from 
others were moved to admit me to their communion; and 
they excepted against it, because I did not disclaim the 
■Church of England, nor renounce oi-dination by bishops, 
r desert my standing as a parish minister, nor my main- 
tenance by tythes or augmentation; nor my hearing with the 
world, as they used to speak, nor some such like practice as 
■was inconsistent with the principles of the Se]Kiratists : I 
I many years ago to join "with them, who would not 
otherwise admit me then on such terms ; but did not answer 
these exceptions against me, and persisted in my refiisal 
nnto this day."* As an occasional communicant with the 
Church, he continued till his death. These and other views 
held by Mr, Tombes will be found in another chapter. With 
was not 80. Some even hesitated about hearing 
individuals who had not been baptized. 

• Tbeodolia (Prpfftce). 
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The issoe of the Savoy Conference, aad tUe apirit tj * 
Govenuaent, as seen in the proceedings of the I^wh B<mi 
mthout restraint &om the ^liuistiy, had filled Ute tuiiiji^ 
the leading Presbyteriima not only with dtsapptuntmeaiM 
BDnLething more. Their Joy was turned into a&dneas,andlki 
hope into doubt j and though the hand of pereecutioBh 
not yet grasped them, as it had the Baptists, still there « 
cause for alarm. A modem writer thus states thmr ckWi 
"The course which the public policy of the realm ti 
on the restoration of "Kin g Charles wus in all respects fr 
appointing and discoura^ng to every branch of the 
Jamily ; but it vfos especially mortifying to the Presbylerii^ 
who were still the most numerous and valuable part of ( 
family, to see themaolvea confonnded with the wild • 
which Iiad sprung from them in the preceding poiod,: 
subjected to the same rigorous measuresj and to find ■ 
sense entertained of their services in promoting the : 
tion of monarchy, and not the slightest disposittou 
descend to any of their scruples or their opinions in the aiT' 
settlement which it was neoeKsary to make in tJ 
tical affairs of the English nation."* Greater 
meat awaited this narrow-mindedness and senseleoB bigoiqi' 
Their proud and lofty pretensions had to receive a pftt 
abasement from "their covenanted king." 

The Parliament of Scotland was forbidden to aHowtMj 
one to renew the swearing of the Solemn I«agae lai 
Covenant, or of any other covenant or public oatbt OW 
cerning the government of tho Church or kiugdom, wokoil 
his Majesty's warrant. To add to the distress of tbe Ite 
byterians in the northern kingdom, the conflict with UiA 
prelacy was about to be renewed. Sharp, who had kcteds 
their regent for some time in London, with three otbo^ 
renounced their Presbyterian ordinations, and submitted V 
he re-ordained by tie Bishop of Winchester: first as to iW 

• HuEter'a Life of O. Ilerwood, p. liB. 
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.Iciwer orders in the Chui-cli, and then as bishops. These tools 
of the Government then procnred a proclamation, that it 
was the Icing's jjleaaure to restoi-e the constitution of the 
CSinrcIi by iu-clibishopa and bishops, as it was settled in the 
year 1C73.'' In tJie meantime, the meetings of Synods and 
Presbyteries liad been interdicted till they should be autho- 
rised by the newly-created archbishops and bishops. We 
. oannot trace the effects of this t3Ta,nnical measure — the war, 
the crime, the immorality, and the public and social miseries, 
: which resulted from it. We can only indulge ourselves 
with a sentence or two to place in contrast the state of the 
,. country under the government of "the usurper," "the 
1 murderer" Cromwell, and that of the "Lord's anointed." 
i *' At the king's return every parish had a mini.'iter, every 
I Tillage had a school, every family almost had a Bible; yea, 
;' in most of the country all the children of age could read the 
(' Scriptures, and were provided of Bibles either by the 
J parents or by Uieir ministers. Every miuister was a very 
fiill professor of the reformed religion, according to the 
large Confession of Faith framed nt Westminster by the 
J divines of both nations. Every minister was obliged to 
I preach thrice a week, to lecture and catechise once, besides 
• other private duties in which they abounded, according to 
their proportion of laithfulness and abilities. None of 
them might be scandalous in their conversation or negligent 
in their office so long as a Preabytery stood, and among 
them wei-e many holy in conversation and eminent in gifl^; 
nor did a minister satisfy himself except his miJiistry had 
the seal of a divine approbation, as might witness him to be 
really sent of God. Indeed, in many places, the Spirit 
seemed to be poured out with the word, both by tlie multi- 
tude of the sincei-e converts, and also by the common work 
of reformation upon many who never came the length of a 
communion ; there were no fewer than sixty aged people. 




• Collier, vol it., p. 887. 
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men imd women, who went to school, that even then Hm 
might be able to read the Scriptures with their own eyt 
T have lived many years in a pariah where I never heard ] 
oath, and you might have rid many a mile before yoa hi 
heard any ; alw, you could not for a great part of the counti 
have lodged in a family where the Lord was not worsLipp 
by reading, singing, and prayer. Hobody complained of <x 
church government more than oui' taverners, whose ordinal 
lamentation was — their trade was broken, people were becon 
so sober."* Keferring to the journey of the commissiona 
for the establishing of the Episcopate, the last writer says:- 
" Many remarks upon the prodigality, profaneness, and te 
rible revelling at this progress, were made at this time. 
wio entertained the commission era (for the establishing 
the bishops) beat, had their diniog-rooms, their di 
rooms, their vomiting-rooms, and sleeping-rooms, when 
company had lost their senses. I find it registered, that 
Ayr the devil's health was dmnk at the Cross, in one 
these debauches about the middle of the oight; indaad i 
was a work of darkness, "t History has portiayed this period 
of Scottish history in tha darkest colours. Pride, worlt 
neas, and tyraimy oa the part of Sharp and his consectst 
colleagues, were accompanied by an outbreak of crime a 
immorality of the most revolting kind.J 

Juxou, who had been raised at the Bestoi'ation to the i 
of Canterbury, was old and infirm. He could take noacti 
part in the great revolution now rapidly advancing. 1 
chief ecclesiastical power was in the hands of Sheldon, w 
filled the metropolitan see. The gpirit of Laud was 
in this bishop.J The Established Church was perfect. 



" Kirton's Hist., pp. 68, B9, Woodrow, vol. i. PraliDiiunjy 
tion, p. xL 

t Woodrow, vol. i,, p. 283. t 'Woodraw. Lito of Sharp, ke. 

I "This waa tlie inoendiuy ! — this Sheldoa— the must virulent ems 
and poiBODer of the Engliab Church. iMm '. ahe still feels the taint : 
her \ety boDSa. I look on Ganliner as CBnonizable, compaj^ witil 
Sheldon Hnoh as J lave the Chnnb of England, I have H 
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foormity to her ritual and teaching was essential to salvation. 
Dissent from any part of her formularies was a crime of the 
deepest dye. The toleration of sectaries would expose the 
nation to the most signal marks of the divine displeasure. 
To carry out his intolerant views, and effectually to check 
the growth of Nonconformity, a bill was brought into the 
House to enforce Uniformity in Religion. It passed, after 
some sharp debates, and received the royal assent on the 
19th of April, 1662. It enacted, " That every parson, vicar, 
or other minister whatsoever, who now hath or enjoyeth any 
ecclesiastical benefice or promotion within this realm of 
England, or places aforesaid, shall in the church, chapels, or 
places of public worship belongiDg to his said benefice or 
promotion, upon some^ Lord's day, before the feast of St. 
Bartholomew which shall be in the year of our Lord God 
1662, openly, publicly, and solemnly i-ead the morning and 
evening prayers appointed to be read by, and according to, 
the said Book of Common Prayer, at the time then ap- 
pointed; and after such reading thereof, shall openly and 
publicly, before the congregation then assembled, declare his 
unfeigned assent and consent to the use of all things in the 
said book contained and prescribed, in these words and no 
others: — I, A. B., do here declare my unfeigned assent and 
consent to all and everything contained and prescribed in 
and by the book intituled * The Book of Common Prayer and 
Administration of the Sacraments, and other rites and cere- 
monies of the Church, according to the use of the Church of 
England; together with the Psalter or Psalms of David, 
pointed as they are to be sung or said in Churches; and the 
form or manner of making, ordaining, and consecrating of 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons."* It was further enacted, 
that all persons holding any office in any way connected 

heiitation in asserting (as my belief) that nothing in the histoiy of the 
Inqnisition was equally toicked as the conduct of Sheldon and the oourt 
after the Restoration."— Coleridge's M<otes on English Divines, voL ii, 
pp. 22, 45. 
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with tlie Churcli, "and eveiy schoolmaster keeping »"! 
public or private school, and any person instructing « 
teacLiag any youth in any Louse or private family as & taW 
or schoolmaster, who shall, upon the first day of May iu ik> 
year of onr Lord God 1(162, or at any time thereafter, t* d 
possession of any detinery, &c. &t:., shall, before the feaK it 
!^1 Ba^thoIome^v afoi'esaid, make the following Ueclioi' 
tion ;^I, A, B., do declare that it is not lawful ou ht 
pretence whatsoever to take arms against the King; ind 
that I do abhor that ti-aitorous position of taking arm 
by his authority against his person, or against tJtose tluil tn 
commissionated by him ; and that I will conform to ti« 
liturgy of the Church of England as it is now by 1»* 
established; and I do declare that I do bold there litt t» 
idlegatiou upon me, or any other person, from the oath com 
monly called the Solemn League and Covenant, to enileivoai 
any change or alteration of govertiment either in Chur<.-|k at 
State; and that the same wus in itself an unlawful oath, ud 
imposed uiwn the aubjecta of this realm against tlie knows 
laws and liberties of this kingdom."" 

The Prayer Book had just been revised. Upon a put, to 
whioh very strong objections had been urged by lite Noo- 
conformists, the attention uf the bishops had lieen fiud 
They knew that these men had objections to mauy of tt 
useless, because unmeaning, ceremonies of the Chnicli, tnd 
they mode them more binding. They knew that tbcf T* 
garded the Apocry])ha as au uniuspu'ed book, and destitnlciif 



* Gngliith Piuitaniem. Act of Cnifonnit}-. G«ot^ Finnui i^^ 
that ft lad; auured bim tliatoa her eipniiiBmi; her diiUke to ■ Durnhnrf 
Parliament of the Act, aayingiu him, "Isee jou are layings nun ia ttt 
gate;" he replied, "Aye. if ve cui flmlany way to catch the ragiK*> 
will LsTB them." "A dignitary of the Church and 
figure, vlien a BoLer gentleman showed same regret 
■o ftlmit that muBj anher miuisters could not have 
' It vaa DO pity at all ; it ve had thought bo many of 
conformed, we would liBve made it Btrail«r.'"~Noiicoa. MeOUt^^ 
p. 3, LifB of Baiter, p. 182. 
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lUtboiity, and tliey inserted the fable of Bell and thfl Dragon, 
nd the instructive narrative of Siisanna and the Elders, 
?liey demanded also a reordinatioa where the Episcopate bad 
Ktt imparted the Holy Spirit, Other things also aug- 
nented the evil. Such was the spirit of the bishops and 
' e Ministry of Charles.* The Church must be purified, 
ot a taint was to remain of sectarian pollution. Clothed 
[■esh in the ganuents of her [laat splendour, she was to fix 
e thoughts and concenti'ate the affections of the nation on 
terself for all time. Alas ! never was mistake more glaring. 
A greater enemy to the Church thflR Sheldon was never 
found. The hostility of the Nonconfonnists was harmless, 
wmpai-ed with the deadly injury inflicted by this man. To 
his day the wound is not healed. It is corrupting her life, 
ind rendering her the sport of tie infidel and tlie scorn of 
l3ie sceptic. Cruel as the demand was, the safTerings of these 
servants of the loving Redeemer were augmented by the tima 
fixed on for the application of the test. The ministry, in the 
main, had been supported by titlies. They were nearly due. 
The aeceders would be deprived of their income, without any 
provision for their wants, and th^ir successors to place and 
r would be put in full possession of wliat they should 
bave enjoyed. During the rule of Cromwell, and indeed 
liefoi-e, every ejected minister — and be it remembered only 
■e ejected who were immoral or disloyal — had been 
allowed one-fifth of the income ; but no provision was made 
in this case. Probably fidelity to conscience was never more 
sevei-ely tested. The nation was agitated through all its 
length and bi'eadth. All cirelea feit its power. We can 
easily conceive, though not so easily deswibe, the emotion 

, AgBinBt tha terms uf this, the objectiou 
17 of tin pariBheB the Act came into tome 
to obtain tbe book. We attach but iittU 
WdgliC to thJH, iuitsinuch aa tbe A.ct provides that, " without some lawful 
frnpediment, to be allowed and approved of by the ordinary of the pUce, 
neglect or refuse to do the siuue, iic; or in case of auuli inipedimout, 
within one month after mch impediment is removeil," &c. 
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which would rise is tbn minda, not of ministers onlj, bat «f 
thousands of the holiest and beat men in the land. ] 
and fear would rapidly altcmat* in many. Intense wouU 
be the solicitude in the luinds of ministers to know and 
do what was right. With what cai'o would they eKamine ^ 
requisitions of thia iniquitous law, and the claims of thor 
ikmiliea ! Who can tell the depth of anguish which ixdled 
across the mind of nuvny a faithful pastor, as he gazed am 
hia perhaps delicate wife, and the soflering and want to 
which she and their loved but helpless little ones would be' 
exposed, if the claims of conscience were heard ! We jnay 
gauge the outward suffering — we may estimate the physical — 
but the hidden springs which poured their bitterest sufierii)|)i 
upon them will never be known. Our power to mes 
these vitterly fails. In contrarit to thia, we can have no diffi- 
culty in imR^ning tho emotions of Sheldon tuid his brethren 
as they reposed in their splendid palaces in fine linen — if not 
in Imperial purple — amidst the returned luxuriea of the 
revived Church, waiting, with sanctified hypocrisy, the saceaaa 
of theij infamous measures. Their feelings even then would 
be mixed. And how would these multiply their influBnoe afl 
the day approached! It came. Hypocrisy had unr^M 
itself before. Thousands had thrown aside the form rf'' 
godliness. Vice and immorality prevailed in the palace wJievB 
virtue and purity only a few^ months before had reigned ; but 
on this day— memorable in the history of Christ's church — 
one of the brightest and most illustrious examples o( ths 
power of tmth and of fidehty to Christ was witnessed. It 
told then; it tells still; and future ages will point to Augoat 
the 34th, 1662, as a memorable proof of the potent 
influence and of the living power of true piety.* 

' "It is Bomewhat boU in Anglicmi writera til complain, aa Ihaj noiurf ' 
then do, of the perBecutions they suffered at thii perioil, when ve cooiidvij 
what had been the conduct of the biabops before, Bad vlmt it wu afti^ i 
■wards. I do not know tliat any member of tho Chnreh u! England mm 
impriaoned under tlxe Common nenlth, except for some political raaon; 
certain it ia, that the jail* wore not filled with them."— Qallam. toI it, ■ 
p. 14. 
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It is difficult to tell iiie exact number of t^e futhfol in 
tliis time of triaL More thsai 7,000 ministers had sworn %o 
the Solemn League and Covenant; at least ^,000 now 
r^mdiated it in the t^ms of ^e Act. The number of the 
dissidents is Tariously reported. Collier, nev^ disposed to 
exaggerate on this side of the question, gives them at 2,000; 
Calamy says 2,188; Mather estimates them at 2y5Qd. 
Probably the first is near the mark. To these must be 
added the families of these heroic servants of Christ. 

Only few of our brethren were found occupying "the public 
places" at this time. Many of them had resigned their ap- 
pointments before. Previous writers of our history have 
given us a list, but it aj^iears to us defective. Some names 
are inserted which should, we think, be left out, and others 
are omitted which should find a place th^re. Ivimey gfves 
the following list: — 

Henry Jessey, M. A. W. Dell, M. A. F. Bampfield, M.A. 

Thos. Jennings. P. Frenen. J. Head. 

J. Tombes, B.D. D. Dyke, M.A. R. Adams. 

'J. Marsden. T. Hardcastle. R. Browne. 

G. Camelford. J. Skinner. — Baker. 

J. Crosnold. T. QuarreL T. Ewins. 

L. Wise. J. Donne. P. Hobson.* 

J. Gibbs. J. Smith. T. Ellis. 

T. Pickford. J. Channcey, M.D. 

To these must be added Thomas Horrexe, vicar of Maldon^t ■ 
Mr. Woodward, ejected from Southwood, K Stennett, from 

* We have seen that Hobson was in the North, and we find that 
Bnrton mentions him as a visitor to the inteoded University of Durham, 
which Cromwell intended to found. He must have been a non-resident. 
He is called Gentleman of Seggerston Hugh. — Diary, voL ii., p. 536. 

+ Davids' Essex, p. 425. There is the following notice of Horrexe in an 
account of " Informations of Meetings in Hertfordshire," dated Jan. 2, 
1664 : — " Horrexe, late vicar of Maldon, in Essex, who hath bin serecall 
times indited at y* assize in that coimty for holding conventicles, is now 
preacher to y* Anabaptists of Hertford, who meet on Sunday at y* house 
of one Hules, a ffarmer, cald Brickingtonbury, to y* number of 600 at a 
time, from y* parts thereabout. These talke high, y* the time of their 
liberty draweth neare. . . . And Horrexe, aforesaid, is to thctn as 
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Wallingford, B. Cox, and about thirteen in the Pnnciptlsi.* 
Let it be remembered that the pablic places weace ooctpii 
by them under the authority of the Grovemment, sunf^t 
places where they could preach the Gospel, and nodie 
more. Their churches were separate things. Their relatioBH 
the latter was pastoral — ^to the former it was only ministeni 
GrOvemment dealt with ecclesiastical property then, as it mr 
do again, as the property of the nation, and placed in tk 
ecclesiastical structures such ministers of Christ as tbcf 
approved, without restricting their teaching, or interferint 
as a general principle, with their views of church goTery 
ment. It may be doubted if these men did more then tlui 
the most consistent voluntary would do now, if placed ■ 
similar circumstances. Our brethren, at least, were rimpK 
teachers — not pastors in their places. 

The reader may like to know with what feelings the* 
men of God regarded their trial Only with a sentence «r 
two can we gratify this natural desire. With the fuDca 
conviction that deep and bitter hostility from men in power, 
from the highest officer of the Government to the tillage 
constable, was cherished ; that poverty, if not absolute wini, 
stared them in the face ; that their property and their do- 
mestic cii'cles would be invaded by the ruthless hands of tlieir 
foes; they went forth with a calmness all but onpamlleled. 
and with a confidence in God of the very highest d^ree. " J>> 
long as we have a good Grod, a good cause, and a good cos- 
science, why should our &ces look pale for fear of nuuu" 
said one of these confessors. " I beg," said another, ** thti 

one of the f urys to spurn them onward. He p(rea)che8 to tbem. j* bt 
comes not to them with a sermon out of a booke, but with that whidi t^ 
Lord hath spoken to him, viz., 7* theye must not goe back nor bee JaiutW 
with any terrors, lest God spue them out of his mouth." Calamj nn 
that Horrexe died at Battersea, about 1687. The institution of Heii 
his successor at Maldon, is given as **per inconformitatum Thoon* 
Horrexe.** 

• Thomas's Hist, pp. 17, 18. Davids' Ew^x, pp. 425, 631. lifr cf 
J. Stcnnotl 
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you would not suffer our Nonconformity, for which we . 
patiently bear the loss of our places, to be an act of un- 
peaceableness and disloyalty. We will do anythiug for his 
Majesty but sin. We will hazard anything for him but our 
souls. We hope we could die for him, only we dare not be 
damned for him. We make no question, however we may 
be accounted of here, we shall be found loyal and obedient 
subjects at our appekrance before God's tribimal." " Brethren, 
I could do very much for the love I bear to you, but I dare 
not sin. I know some will tell you this is pride and 
peevishness in us, and that we would fain all be bishops ; 
but the Lord be witness between them and us. I am 
sensible what it is to be reduced to a morsel of bread. Let 
the God of heaven and earth do what he will with me. If 
I could subscribe with a good conscience, I would ; 1 would 
do anything to keep myself in the work of God; but to siq 
against God I dare not do it." Noble, true-hearted meii ! it 
was not your disloyalty, to Charles, but your attachment to 
Jesus.* It was neither fancy, faction, nor humour, that 
made you not comply, but simply the fear of offending God. 
You gave up all, in the true martyr-spirit, rather than dis- 
honour your greater Master. Of you it might be most tnily 
said, " Ye took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing 
that for yourselves you liave in hea/ven a better ayid more 
enduring sv^bsta/nce.^* 

Professedly to mitigate the evils of this Act, Charles pro- 
posed an indulgence, and to grant some liberty in matters of 
religion to the suffering Nonconformists. For a short time 
it shed a gleam of light on their dark prospects, but the 
hypocrisy of the monarch was soon detected. Popery, not 



* **The king by name, with all his dignitaries, is prayed for by them 
that they call Fanatiques, as heartily and powerfully as in any of the 
other churches that are thought better; and that, let the king think what 
he will, it ia them that must help him in the day of war. For, generally 
they are the most substantial people, and the soberest. '* — Pepys, vol. ii., 

p. iia 
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Nonconformitj, the Papista, "ivho btid deserved well of k 
not the men who had hailed his return and prepared theiB^ 
for it, were the objects of his Royal solicitudes. Popohr 
feeling in the Honse imd in the nation -was roueed agsivt 
it. Low a^ moral aentiment ha.il ^lleu, Romanism was si 
detested. Pepya says; — "All the new3 is the gi-eat odds 
yesterday in the votes between tbem that Etri; for the indnig- 
ence of Papists and Presbyters, and those that are a 
it, which did carry it hy 200 against 30."* 

In 1663 Juxon died, imd Sheldon wan raised to the thrinw 
of Canterbury. The change bi-ought no relief to the pern- 
cuted. About the time of his enthroning, the nation wit- 
nessed another ruthless attack on the liberty of consdeioB. 
The Conventicle Act passed the Commons, and reoeived tl 
Koyal assent. This infnjiious measure provided, among 
other things, " That any p«rson above sixteen yead of age, 
present at any meeting under pretence of any exerdse of' 
religion, in other manners than is ^he practice of the Chmdi 
of England, where there are five persons more than tb 
household, shall, for the first ofl'encc, by a justice of peace h 
recorded, and sent to jail three monthn, tiU he pay £3; tan 
for the second offence, sis months, till he pay £10; and tlU. 
third time, being convicted fay a jury, shall be banished to, 
some of the Antericati phimtatKras, excepting Nmo Sngiand' 
or Virginia.'''^ The former conviction could be e%ctfld 
without a jury. The sciuire, armed with magisterial autho- , 
rity, could call before him a s\ispected one, and sentence tO'. 
fine or impmonmeut without the intervention of a t 
party. We shall presently see with what fearful poir 
was made to act. 



• Diary, yoL ii, p. 10. "A work pablished abont this timi 
&VOI1T of the bierorch;, complBina of about 3000 laiiiisters admitted ' 
the Church, who were unfit to teaeh beoaiWD of thoir youth ; imd of 1 
dehauchsd men ordained; uid of more -anleamed man ordajued; aadtt 
1:M2 fiu:ti<.us ministers a littls hefore ordained," kc. The iHslkopi W 
eaat oat the fine go]d, and with a. judicial blindniKS kept with 
placency the droB9.~Ba»ter'B Lifo, p. aoT. 

t The Aut may bo seeu in "Enyliah PnritaniBDi.'' 



Mad iipon Jiis pleasave, CSmrlw appears Ifco ha,ve ^rown 
imieiiSLble to ail moral dauns. The diaxies already quoted 
gire us a glimpee of the iife of this abandoned prince. 
''^The king do mind nothing but pleasure, and hates the 
very sight or thought of business. If any of the councillors 
give him good advice, and move him to anything that is to 
ids good and honour, the otiier party, which axe his coun- 
eill(»rs of pleasure, take him when he is with Lady Gastk- 
maine, and in a humour of delight, and then persuade him 
that he ought not to listen to the advice of these old dotards 
or councillors that were heretofore his enemies, when, God 
knows, it is they that now-«-days do most study his honour."* 
" The king," says another, " was inordinately fond of plea- 
sore, and lamentably ignorant. It was difficult to get him 
to write even a short letter; only on one day in the week 
(Friday) would he devote any time to such duties ; and even 
ihsA day was often entirely disposed of other ways, and a 
wliole week would elapse before he could be persuaded to 
repair the omission, "f Absorbed in his seraglio ; amusing him- 
self and his mistresses with the most Mvolous engagements; 
sometimes hunting a moth, or engaged in kindred sports, or 
planning new schemes of pleasure and extravagance unworthy 
of ihe monarch of a great nation, the appearance of the 
plague in the metropolis filled the abandoned king and his 
debauched court with alarm. The first thought on the con- 
firmation of the report was flight. To escape with his con- 
cubines and the panderers to his lusts to a place of safety, 
was the absorbing desire. About the people there was no care. 
Death was everywhere. Every day augmented the conster- 
nation. Business almost ceased. Fear was in every house, 
and social intercourse was dreaded. Ten thousand a week at 
the crisis fell by the power of this fearful scourge. J Many 

• Pepys, voL ii, p. 37. 
•f* Life of Clarendon, voL i, p. 888. 

X At least more than 100,000 died by this visitation in London and t]u> 
Tillages around it. In a letter to Sancroft from J. Tillisaii, the writer 
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iif tho tlei^y fled, and left their charges uucared for. The 
bishops found it convenient to visit their dioceses, and give 
themselvea up to the spiritual improvement of the niral 
populutioD. Heedless of law, fearless of the contagion which 
everywhere was spreading, into this sea of death manv of 
the persecuted ministera threw themselves. They occupied 
the deserted chui-chea, and thonaands hmig on their lipa with 
iin intensity of feeling unknown before ; into the lanea and 
dark, alleys of the city, where Death was holding his court, 
they penetrated, warning, encouraging, and shedding the 
radianoe of hope on the proapecta of the dying. Their self- 
denial, their faithfulness, and their success, whilst they stood 
in the boldest i-elief to the heartleasnesa of their rivals, 
itwakened no gratitude in their minds, but lather inteuBified 
the hatred of the Episcopate against them. 

The monai-ch and his court had fled to Oxford. There 
the Parliament also waa convened. Another Act of oppres- 
sion was propoaed. The Act of Uniformity imposed, with 
other things, upon eveiy official person connected with the 
Church, an oath that it was not lawful, under any pretence 
whatever, to take up anus against the Sovereign, or persona 
commisaioned by him. Under the influence of this it -wm 
now sought to bi-ing all the B^onoonfonnist clergy. It 
now enacted, that all persona in holy oi'ders that had n^ 
subscribed the Act of Uniformity should talie the oath, a> 
in case of refusal, they were rendered incapable of teachu 
Hchoob, and prohibited from coming within five miles of ai 
city, corporate town, or borough sending members to Pari 



I 

L 



nays:— "The desolation of the city is veiy great. Tlmt heart i» tati 
steel or stone that will ooL lameat this sad lialtailiuu, tind will not ' 
for those unutterable woes '. Wbai eye wuuld not weep to nee ao ^ 
hsbitatioBB uninhabited -the jioor siok not visited— tho hungry not : 
the grave not aatiafied. Death Btures us oontinually in the face in i 
inf eded penon that passes by lis, in every ooffin which is duly and ha«^ 

led aloagthe streets. The custom was in the beginning to tnuy" 
dead in the night only; but nuw huth night and day trill hardly be ti 
it."— Elhs^B Letters, &c. 
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i^ent. Sheldon aided Clarendon with all his might to cany 
::ais measure. Success crowned their efforts. 

The influence of these measures on the Nonconformists 
Oierally, and the Baptists in particular, was great. To the 
ill power of their foes they were now exposed, and the latter 
sed it in no small degree. Thej had no protector but God. 
3?o no law could they appeal. No liberty could they plead, 
--.fivcaywhere they were met with dangers, imprisonments, or 
^,xile. The Act of Uniformity cast them from their livings, 
_ Jid cut off their ordinary means of support; the Conventicle 
^kct sought to annihilate the congregations which had 
j^ jafchered around them, by fine, imprisonment, and exile ; 
md now this Five-mile Act forbade their approach to 
sities and corporations where their influence had been felt, 
md where merchants and the trading community had 
jithered around them, and drove them into the sparsely 
.occupied districts of the country, in too many cases the 
_ibodes of ignorance and vice, where their means of support 
^Irere hourly diminished. Pepys thus notices the suffer- 
,Uig8 of some of these confessors: — "Many pious ministers 
Of the Word of Cod, some thousands of them, do now beg 
tbeir bread; and told me how highly the present clergy 
carry themselves everywhere, so as that they are hated and 
laughed at by everybody; among other things, for theii* 
excommunication, which they serve upon the least occasion 
almost that can be. . . . He gave me many stories of 
the affix>nts which the clergy receive in all places of England 
^pom the gentry and ordinary persons of the parish.*'* 
Some days after, he refers to this again: — "I saw several 
poor creatures carried by constables for being at a conven- 
ticle. They go like lambs, without any resistance. I would 
to God they would either conform, or be more wise and not 
be catched."t 

But their cup of misery was not yet full. They were 

♦ Diary, vol i., pp. lift, 117. t /Wrf, vol. u., p. 209. 
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proBtrate before the successors wf the apostles, bat the foot of 
the conqueror was not yet on the neck of the foe. From 
the churches, from the cities anil corporate towns of &e 
biugdom, from, the bock streets and upper rooma where th«; 
met to carry on their mnple worsliip, they httd been hunted; 
their means of support had been abridged, if not { 
destroyed; still they did not qnftil before the nutred. d 
bat lived and laboured on. Where did they reaideT i 
gare them, shelterl By what means did they support t 
familiea in the diflicultiea in which they had been plui 
These and other kindred questions did the mind of t 
imperious Sheldon revoLv'e, as he lounged at ease amidst d 
splendour of Laicbeth. His reatless sjjirit could find i 
ea.30 whilst Mordecai mb at the gata 

In 1665, the archbidhop it»ued orders to all the bishops • 
his province, commanding them ; — " Particularly certify ■ 
the names, surnames, and d^;rees of all nonccinformi^ 
ministers that within their respective dioceses have bai 
ejected out of any ecclesiastical benefice, promotion, I 
charge for non-subscription or nonconformity; and whe* 
and how, and in what profession of life they do now liw 
and bow they beliave themselves in relation to the peace aa 
quiet as well of the Chuiy;h as of the State ; and further ; 
any such Konconformists shall have removed from any olJt 
diocese into any of their respective dioceses, that the; ceilM 
the same thing concerning them," etc.* With relentk 
tieverity was this measure executed. The namea and X9 
deuces, the employment and other sources of sapport, of ll 
Nonconformist ministry, wei* i-eported to the bishops " 
order," says Lister, " that their retreats might be diacov 
and all sojourners within interdicted limits summarily A 
lodged. There are many unoffending men whose o 
tious disinterestedness had deprived them of their e 
tical incomes, who were again excluded bom the e 



* Lif«of Clarendon, vqL ii., p. 284, 
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subsist^iee which they had subsequently adopted, and were 
driven from the vicinity of Mends who had ministered to 
their comfort and support. The first persecuting statutes 
had deprived them of their preferment; the second debarred 
them from public worship; the third drove them from their 
homes."* To this pitch had persecution risen within six years, 
ficom. the king's Declarations promising "indulgence to tender 
oonaciences." No one was safe; no home was free from the 
intrusion of the spies of the bishops. Uncertainty and 
dread guarded the lireside. No act was so innocent, no 
word so harmless, but they might be urged against the per- 
secuted. Into every city, town, village, and hamlet, the emis- 
saries of evil penetrated. In almost every vicar and parish 
curate the Nonconformist found a bitter foe. The justice, 
the constable, the unprincipled, were banded agaiost them. 
Their holiness was a living rebuke to the immorality which 
existed; their high principle a constant condemnation of 
the hypocrisy and deceit which abounded. Into the woods 
and the forests, which were not few at this time, many 
of them were driven. In dark places they were com- 
pelled to hide, when the jail was not their home. Under 
the cover of midnight they frequently met for worship, or 
in some hidden room carefully watched by some faithful one 
from the stealthy footfall of the unprincipled. The sufferings 
of our brethren may form the subject of another chapter, 
and we will only give one or two examples of individual 
suffering here. Page after page could be covered, but seleo* 
tion must be the rule. 

The case of Kiffin shows to what means the friends of the 
Church had recourse. Plots, intended murder, and risings 
were laid to the charge of our brethren. "About midnight," 
says Mr. Baffin, "I was seized by Mr. "Wickham, one of the 
messengers of the Privy Council, by order of the Duke of 
Buckingham. By him I was given in charge to Mr. Clifford, a. 

*^ CMKvdl, 'raK ii, p. 275. Tbi* inquiry wMTepmted in 1078: 
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gentleman belonging to the duke. Many others also woi 
seized at the same time. I was taken to York House, an 
continued there till the next night, under the care of aoldiet 
In the evening the duke came to me, accompanied by seven 
otiiers, and told me I would have hired two men to kill tl 
king, saying, if they would not do it, I would do it mysetfj 
adding, if I would confess the truth, care ahould be takei 
I should not suffer. I was greatly amazed at the chaise, an^ 
returned the duke for ansiver, ' that I would rather he shouli 
charge me with the crime, than I should give the least ei 
tainment to such an intention bo much aa in my thoughts; fo^ 
I thankexl GSod, I did abhor from my soul such a design againrf 
the meanest man in the kingdom, much more towards his 
Majesty;' and I further said, that the person could not bQ 
considered his Majesty's fiiend that should any a word rf 
the saving the life of any man, if in his wita, that ahouH 
speak of any such thingl The duke told me he knew I. 
could apeak well enough for myself having so often spokeu 
before the Council; but wlmt he had charged me with n 
be proved by two witnesses, and ordered Clifford to detivor 
me to the soldiers till the rest had been examined, whow 
crimes, it seemed, were not so great aa mine. I certtdnly 
felt some consternation, tliough I knew my innocence; but 
it pleased the Lord, whose care and goodness had beai 
extended towards me in all difficulties to that day, greatly tc 
revive me, hringing that Scripture with great power to n 
sou!, IsH. xli. 10, 'Fear not, I am with thee,' ifec. . . 
J was made willing to suhniit to whatever the pleasure a( 
God should be towards me in this matter. About two h' 
lifter, when all were examined, and several had been sent H 
the Gat«-House, Mr. Wickham requested the duke that I 
might be his prisoner; it was accordingly so ordered t 
I went to his house, where 1 went to bed and slept Boundl 
The next day Lady Eanelagh came to visit me, S! 
vised me to write to the Chancellor to acquaint hin 
my present condition, and offering to cany it to him I 
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She did so. The Chancdlor having read it, told her there 
iras noting of those things before them in Council, and 
said be wonld lay ihe matter before the king. The next 
morning the letter was read, and the Secretaries of State 
were asked if any charge against me had been received. On 
their saying there was none, an order for my discharge was 
iflsaed without the payment of fees. I thought the storm 
was over, and that I weis again delivered out of the hands 
of wicked and unreasonable men. Having been informed of 
the kindness of the Chancellor, I went the next morning 
to his house to acknowledge my obligation to him. While 
I stood without, I saw go to him the Lord Chief-Justice 
Bridgman; Sir G. Palmer, the Attorney-General; Sir H. 
Finch, the Solicitor-General; and Sir R. Brown.* After 
some time I was called in, and asked if I was still a pri- 
soner. I told him I had been, but was come to thank him 
for presenting my case to his Majesty, and obtaining my 
pardon. He asked me how it was that I was released. I 
sud by order of the king and CounciL He asked for ihe 
order. I told him the original was in the messenger's hands, 
bat that I had a copy of it. He told me that there had 



• ** This man, who had been a very active partisan during the civil war 
and the Protectorate, had manifested strong Bojalist tendencies. He had 
been forbidden the House; but amidst the tide of loyal feeling, *the 
Acts passed against Major-General Brown, a timber merchant in London, 
who had greatly distinguished himself of late, were abrogate, and liberty 
was given him to resume his place in the House.'" — French Ambassador, 
Guizot, voL iL, p. 363. The fury oi this apostate is thus indicated by a 
sufferer from his malice : — " Why are we in several gaols and dungeons 
in most counties in England, where are found no evil doers, when tbey 
have nothing against us in anyi^iing save in the matter of our God ; — who 
saith by his Son, * Svjear notaialVt Nay, why are, and have been, several 
imprisoned that have sworn? . . . Why, cry out several in Newgate, 
are we thus rudely imprisoned by Bichard Brown, and kept in without 
trial? Why were we — cry out some thirty of them, committed to New- 
gate the 10th day of Abib (Exo. xiii. 4), or the first month — driven 
from our peaceable meeting out of Birch Lane, by the city marshal, till, 
the 18th day after, we were eariied before him ; the tenderest of whoie 
mercies are mere cruelty?'* — Adis' Fanatics' Alarm to the Mayor, pw 8S. 
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been aach an order iRMued, but tliat lust nigLt, juut a&ei- 
wards, the Dnke of Buckuigham came aud brought 
uhai'ge; and it was ordered tliut I should remain with (lift 
messenger, and that I must return again to his cai'e, 
that I should have a fair attd speedy trial. 1 thanked \aM- 
lordship, and said I wa<3 vety willing to do ho, knowing mf 
innocence. He wished me to go to the hack stairs at Whitft- 
hall, and speak tn one of the king's pages who attended thero^ 
and desii'e him to tell the king that I vfan there. I veolt 
immediately. The Wing was gone out, and I returned to the 
city, and took two sniticiciit citizens with me to tender bai^ 
if it were demanded, and hastened back again. Aa the pror 
videuee of God ordered it, juat as the king came into 
lialeoB, the Chancellor had come into the king. At &/( 
door I waH 3-emanded, and after waiting an hour, the mw> 
senger came to tell that the king said I might go home. He 
asked if there waa a messenger with nie; but finding non^ 
he luiid that if thei'e had been one, he had ordei-a to di» 
charge me, but I must be i-eady at all times to come when 
Ilia Majesty sent for me." The i-efiections of this good man, 
on this interposition of the Divine hand, we dai* not omit 
"This great deliveiance was cause for wonder to all that 
licard of it; for many who were tjiken at the same time, 
whose charges were not bj any means so high as mine, were 
kept in the Gate-House more than six months, althoagh 
nothing waa ever exhibited against them from their cominit- 
ment until their i-eleasa"* 

To another scene the i-eadei-'s attention must now be 
turned. !Not only did the men in power tiy to silence tlie 
voice, but they would not allow their victims to nae the p«n 
with impunity. Deprived to a great extent of the liber^ 
of ministering, some of our hi-ethren sought to iaculctite 
the truth of God through tlic medium of the praa 
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. Amongst these was Benjamin Keach. He had suffered much 
i before. He had been dragged from his meeting-house by 
troopers, threatened to be trampled to death with their 
horses, and was only saved from this fate by the interposition 
of an officer. Thrown across' the back of one of the animals, 
he was conducted to prison. About this time he printed and 
: published a small book, entitled " The ChiMa Instructor; 
: or, A yew a/nd Easy Primer. ^^ A copy of this little book 
-: : fiilling into the hands of Mr. Stafford, a magistrate of the 
'^ county,- he went with a constable to Mr. Reach's; and, 
seizing all the copies, bound him over to the assizes at £100, 
: and two sui^ties in bonds of X50 each. The assizes were held 
: at Aylesbury, October 8th, 1664. Chief-Justice Hyde pre- 
: sided. At an early period the prisoner was called before him. 
Hyde was one of those time-serving men who had no sense of 
justice, and disgraced the bench on which they sat. Ridiculing 
. Mr. Keach's person and profession, he held up the little book, 
and asked the culprit if it was not his production. Mr. 
Reach's assenting brought down another dignified tirade 
against him, alike expressive of the ignorance of the man 
and the unfitness of the ermined villain for his office. The 
following samples of his insolence may be selected : — 

^^Chief-Justice, — In your book you have made a new 
-creed; I have seen three creeds befoi'e, but I never saw a 
fourth till you made one. 

^' Keach. — I have not made a creed, but a confession of 
the Christian faith. 

" Chief-Justice. — ^What is a creed, then? 
'* Kea>ch. — ^Your lordship said that you had never seen but 
three creeds, but thousands of Christians have made a con- 
fession of their faith !'* 

Upon the nature of baptism and the ministry his lordship 
expatiated; and Mr. Keach, attempting to correct his 
mistakes, was insolently rebuked, and told that he should 
not preach there, or give the reasons of Ids damnahle 
doctrines to seduce and infect the lieges of the king. 
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During the prepaxation of the indiGtment^ ibe GW- 
Justice, breaking througb all law and decency^ reprenifti 
hm to the grand jury as a man of the most dangani 
principles, attempting to poison the minds of chiUlRi k 
his pernicious principles; and exhorted them to do their ^ 
when the bill came before them. The next day the jdip 
was gratified with the success of his vppeal; a true billw 
brought in against the author. Standing at the btf,ib 
following indictment was read by the clerk : — "Thou art hs 
indicted by the name of Benjamin Keach, of WinsLow^iBib 
county of Bucks, for that thou, bein^ a seditious, htut iat 
and schismatical person, evily and nialicioiisly disposed, fli 
disaffected to his Magesty's Government and the govenBOk 
of the Church of England, didst maliciously and wickadh; 
on the first day of May, in the 16th year of our 
Lord the King, write, print, publish, or caiuae to be 
printed, and published, one seditious and venomous book 
entitled 'The Child's Instructor; or, A New and Emi 
Frimer;* wherein are contained, by way of questioB aid 
answer, these dcmmahle positions^ contrary to the Booktf 
Common Prayer and the liturgy of the Church of Eogiaii 
that is to say, in one place you have thus writta?' 
Ques, Who are the right subjects of baptismf Aiu. i^ 
lievers, or godly men and women only who can make eot- 
fession of their faith and repentance. And in another phs 
you have maliciously and wickedly written these woidi:^ 
Ques. How shall it go with the saints 1 'Ans, O, very ^> 
it is the day they have longed for; then ahaU they hear ibt 
sentence, ' Gome, ye blessed of my Father, inherit tks kmf 
dom prepared for you;^ and so shall they reign with Gkart 
on the earth a thousand years, even on Mount Zion, in ^ 
new Jerusalem, for there will Christ*s throne be» on wkick 
they must sit down with him.'' Omitting a pamgrmpk, tf 
not necessary to a correct Tiew c^ the prooeedingi^ (ki 
indictment proceeds. ^ In another place, you have 
and maliciously written these plain l^riglifl^ ^^ri 
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Why may not infants be received into the church now, as 
they were under the law? Ans, Because the fleshly seed is 
amt oat, though God under that dispen^ation did receive 
infants in a lineal way by generation; yet he that hath the 
key of David, that openeth and no man shutteth, that 
ahutteth and no man openeth, hath shut up that way into 
tibe church, and hath opened the door of regeneration, re- 
oeiving in none now but believers. Qites. What, then, is the 
case of infants? Ans, Infants that die are members of the 
kingdom of glory, though they be not members of the visible 
church. Ques. Do they, then, that bring in infants in a 
lineal way by generation err from the way of truth? 
Ans. Yea, they do; for they make not God*s Holy Word 
tiieir rule, but do presume to open the door that Christ hath 
shut, and none ought to open," &c. Other points are 
alleged, but they need not be quoted. Such now, gentle 
reader, were the grave charges for which an Englishman 
SMd a Christian minister was deprived of liberty, imprisoned, 
and cidled before the bar of his country ! The trial was a 
mockery of justice. Bullied by the judge, who compelled 
him to plead before he would allow him a copy of the 
indictment — the charges in it were compared with the 
tendency of the Prayer Book. Being found in opposition to 
its pernicious doctrines — ^the jury, after some delay, and an 
abusive charge from Hyde, brought him in guilty. Upon 
this, the Chief-Justice said : — "Benjamin Reach, you are here 
convicted for writing, printing, and publishing a seditious 
and schismatical book, for which the court's judgment is this, 
and the court doth award, that you shall go to gaol for a 
period of fourteen da3rs without bail ; and that next Saturday, 
to stand upon the pillory at Ailsbury, in the open market, 
for the space of two hours, from eleven o'clock till one, with 
a paper on your head with this inscription : * For writing, 
printing, and publishing a schismatical book, entitled T?ie 
Child's InstrvAitor; or, A New and Easy Primer,* And the 
next Tuesday, to stand in the same manner in the market of 
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Winislow ; ami there your lioi)k shall be openly burnt before 
your face by the conimoa hangman, in disgrace of you and 
your doctmie. And you shall forfeit to tbe king's Mageaty 
the sum of £20; and i^hall remain in gaol until yoa find 
sureties for your good bahavioui" and appearance at the next 
assizer, there to renouace your doctrine and make sncii 
public Bubmissiou ua shaU then be enjoined you." " I hope 
I shall never renounce tUcee doctiines wliicb are taught ii 
tliat book," said thi; licroic sofToi'er, at the cloFte of Uiis 
unjuBt sentence.* 

To the letter, and more, was this order carried out 
the market-places of these two towns, Mr. Keach appeared 
on the appointed days. The sympathies of some were 
warmly expressed, whilst the insultd and aco& of others 
marked the scene. Such wa* English libej-ty in the days of 
the I'eatored Stuarts; such is a sample of the feeble evidence 
on wjiicli devout men were exposed to suffering ! 

The confessors were not alone in their complaints of the 
cnielty of these men of peace. The conduct of the bishops 
awakened in other minds — minds that liad no sympathy, 
because they could not comprehend the lofty principles by 
which the Baptists and th-eir brethren were influenced — the 
deepest anxiety. As politicians, if not aa enlightened Chris- 
tian men, they could see the monstrous evils of the counte 
which Sheldon and his brethrea wei-e pursuing. The conduct 
of many of the clei^ was in striking contrast to th&t of the. 
persecuted ministers. With the loftiest pretensions to saucti^' 
and IHviue authority, immorality and vice were wide-flpreid.' 
and unchecked in the presence of these men. Every 
was overleaped, and true piety had retired from the cat! 
to the watched haunts of the faoatics. As a sample < 
feeliiig indicated, we select the foUowing.t Referring 



i 



* Wd have atridgerl Orosliy's Nurrative, vol. ii., pp. ISO, 20 
t Pepya'Diarj, vol, iT., pp. 26, 27, 41,43. "WiukedneaB, like »fli 
is like to droini our BugUab. worliL It beging alreailj to be above II 
tops of the mouatuiiui: it has nlmost avallowed up all; o 
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bishops, the crater says: — "I know they mast fall, aiid they 
are near it, taking all the ways they can to undo themselves, 
and showing us the way." "The king is for toleration, 
though the bishops be against it." " Much discourse about 
the bad state of the Church, and how the clergy are come to 
be men of no worth in the world ; and as the world do now 
generally discourse, they must be reformed ; and I believe the 
hierarchy will in a little time be shaken, whether they will or 
no — the king being ofiended with them and set upon it, as I 
hear." In the highest circle this feeling was growing. About 
this time. Clarendon, with all his faults, and they were not few 
— the friend of his father, and the devqjted adherent of Charles 
in all his wanderings, and since his restoration the able 
minister of the crown — was driven into exile. Men steeped in 
corruption grasped the helm of the State, and left the monarch 
unchecked in his senseless and lascivious career. The influ- 
ence of this is thus given by a writer whose testimony can- 
not well be doubted by the fiiends of monarchy and the 
Church : — " The king was now at liberty to pursue his own 
projects, not only without restraint, but even with the aid 
of counsellors more fertile in expedients and more regardless 
about consequences than he himself was. And this was the 
darkest and most intricate period of a reign which may 
justly be called throughout the gi'eater portion of it, the 
mystery of iniquity. Within the compass of a few years 
the king resolved to be independent of Parliament, entered 
into a war to which the nation was generally adverse, 
declared his treasury insolvent, united himself with France, 
and became the pensioner of the French monarch, formed a 
secret compact to surrender the liberties and religion of his 
own kingdom,'* <fec.* 

middle age, old age, and all are almost carried away by this flood. O 
debauchery, debauchery, what hast thou done in England ! Thou hast 
corrupted our young men, and hast made our old men beasts ; thou hast 
deflowered our virgins, and hast made matrons bawdy. Thou hast made 
our earth * to reel to and fro like a drunken man*** &c. — Bunyan, voL iii, 
p. 593. ' ♦ Cardwell, vol u., p. 282 (Note). 
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Another view our readers must have, if ihej ate n^ 
to understand the circomstances in which o«r brethiai «ai 
pkkced. Kot only was the fountain of hononr, as it is cdki 
thoroughly polluted, but the Senate was probably nenr 
more corrupt. Lost to all moral, to aU patriotic Mii^ 
the legislators were selfish, and lozuriated in the mtof 
and ruin of their country. Well might one of EngfamA 
noblest sons say, referring to the Lo-wer House : — " It kl» 
notorious to be concealed, that near a third part of ike Hmm 
have beneficial offices under Ida Mtyesty in the Privy Coiuidi, 
the army, the navy, the law, the household, the refcnM. 
both in England and Ireland, or in attendance on kii 
Majesty's person. . . . Thenthose that are both himgtj 
and out of office make another third part of this Hook d 
Commons. There are such as having observed by vkl 
steps, or rather leaps or strides, others of this House bve 
ascended into the highest places of the kingdom, do opoi 
measuring their own birth, estates, parts, and merits, thnk 
themselves as well and better qualified, in all respects. * 
their former companions. They are generally men who^ lif 
speaking against the French, inveighing against the dt- 
baucheries of the court, talking of the ill-management d 
the revenue, and such popular flourishes, have cheated tk 
country into electing them, kc. In money matten thcf 
seem at first difficult; hut having been digcoursed with ts 
privcUCy they are soon set right, and begin to untierstand ii 
better themselves, and also begin to correct their brethivB. 
There is a third part still remaining, but as contrur m 
themselves as light and darkness; they are either the won( 
or the best of men; the first are the most profligate persoo^ 
that have neither estate, conscience, nor good manners; 
yet are therefore picked out as the necessary men, tod 
whose votes will go furthest; the charges of their dectitmt 
are defrayed^ whatever they amount to; iakle9 are hepi/nt 
them at WhitehaUy and through Westminster they may be 
ready at hand within call at a question : all of these ffc 
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receiYed into pennon, and know tiieir pay-day, which they 
never £Bdl of; insomuch that a great officer (the Lord Trea- 
surer) was pleased to say, that they came about him like so 
many jackdaws for cheese at the end of the session. If they 
be not in Parliament, they must be in prison." Justice 
demands that we should add, from this faithful amongst the 
fiuthless : — " But notwithstanding these, there is a handful of 
aalt, a sparkle of soul that hath hitherto preserved this 
gross body from putrefaction; some gentlemen that are con- 
stant, invariable, indeed Englishmen; such as are above 
hopes and fears, or dissimulation ; that can neither flatter nor 
betray their king or country; but being conscious of their 
own loyalty and integrity, proceed through good and bad 
report to acquit themselves in their duty to God, their 
prince, and their country."* 

Kor was this all. Official life was as polluted as senatorial 
Places were bought and sold as any other article in the 
market. Many of these passed through the hands of the 
oonat ladies. The wretched mistresses of the wretched 
monarch were often the brokers in these matters, and the 
bribes they received were no trifles. Nay, the highest per- 
sonages in the land, as well as the ministers, participated in 
tihis corruption. t "There was one Gi-aham who told me 
that he knew the designs the king of France had upon Eng- 

* Andrew Marvell's Works. ** Being absolutely resolved to sell my place, 
and being dispensed with by his Boyal Highness (Duke of York) from 
any attendance in it till I have disposed of it, you may imagine I shall 
be very glad to make the best of it," &c. ** And considering both Mr. - 
Loftus' desire and his conditions, if I ask £2,000 for it and take £1,800, 
I think I do not use him ill ; if he seems very averse to any such proposi- 
tion, which I desire may be insisted on awhile, the best terms he shall 
ever receive from me shall be £1,600, of which I will have £1,200 down," 
k6. — Saville Correspondence, Let. xxviii, p. 30. Camden Society. 

i* Dalrymple supplies abundant proof, voL ii.; also Burnet, Baresby, 
and others. Lady Danby and the Countess of Lauderdale were regular 
traffickers in these matters. "I presume you know that II. fitidney 
hath bought Mr. Godolphin*s place of the Master of the Bobet; giTea 
15^000," Itc-^vilk OorreiTKmdeiioe, pp. 4^-48. 
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land; that he distributed every year ^3,000,000; thitW 
knew who it is gone to; and if the king give him orders, W 
will discover it," <kc.* The fountain of justice was not pro. 
Examples of the violation of all law by the highest jndicki 
authority have already passed before us. They exiskii 
everywhere. The highest and most important transactkn 
of the court were marked by manifest injustice. Trial W 
jury was a farce; fine or imprisonment frequently c(»npdki 
the jurors to give a verdict the opposite of truth. In mu^ 
cases the wishes of the court ruled, not law. No man coiU 
be sure of the decision of the court. He might be ri^: 
no doubt could exist as to the case; still he would redit 
with defeat and heavy costs. The Conventicle Acts and 
other oppressive statutes were made to tell with fetiM 
effect. In the hands of the notorious Justice Keeling, tad 
men of his class, they became terrible instruments of op- 
pression. 

It is not easy to conceive, much less to describe, the oob- 
dition of the population at this period. The head and heiit 
of the community were immoral, vicious, and degraded A 
writer, by no means of Puritan or Nonconformist sympatbi& 
says: — "In came a torrent of atheism and debaucherj,» 
if all sense of good and evil was quite obliterated out of 
their minds. What cursing, swearing, whoring, bh*- 
pheming, even in the face of the sun ! All manner of filthi- 
ness, even to a prodigy ! And he was no gentleman, nor 
person of any honour, that had not a two hours* sitting tf 
wine; or invented some new modish oath; or found oat Ukr 
late intrigue between the L. B. and L. P.; laughed at tk 
fopperies of priests, and made lampoons and drolleries on 
the sacred Scriptures themselves. This was and is the pri^ 
tice of our young nobility and gentry, to the great scandal 
and reproach of their families."t This witness is true, not 

* Sidney's Diary, voL L, p. 267. 

t Great Interest of King and People. Bfaseres Tracts, toL L, p^ A 
Another glimpse of social life : — ** I have been all this daj mgk to 
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Ay ill relation to the higher classes, but, iii the main, to the 

Lunity at Urge. 

The fall of Olarendou placed the full power of the State 

in the hands of men who have scarcely been aurpasaed for 

' i&xay in the annals of the iiation — Shftfteabury, Arliug- 

►n, Buckingham, Clifford, and Lauderdale.' From the 

Itials of their iiamea, it was called the Cabal ministry. 

iliflui'd and Arliogton were Ramaniai^; Buckingham, the 

loat debauched man of hia age, was an. Atheist; Aahley wu» 

Deist; and Lauderdale us unprincipled as any of theiu. 

Jnder the guidance of these men tlie court aim.ed at the 

Jiffuaion of Popery, aad the astablisliment of arbitrary 

power. Romaiiista hajl suifered Ijut little since the Restoi-a- 

^011. Laws liad been enacted, and edicts fulminated againat 

them, but Charles bad managed to neutralize the one and 

Bounteract the other. lu every way the royal conyert to 

Rome aided them.f Under the maak of favour to the Nou- 



Irith four fiBys' swallowing dioib good b1© iind ill wick than one woolil 

t,\e tlinugtit a country town wouM hold; uid fbia worthy emplojment 

lUst be begun again to-morrow, though I burst for iL"— An Election of 

[ewark. Saville CorrsspondeacG, p. 37. "You would have lauglwd to 

9G liow pleased I seemed to be in kissing of old women, and drinkitig 

^dne with handfuls of sugar, and great gUsses of banit brsjidy — thiree 

UiiDga much against the atoniacli, yet with a rory good will, because tn 

a him I most honoured. "-Sidney's Diary, voL L, p. 119. 

The redder may nonsuit Burnet's Own Times. " It is almost unneoea- 

_ ' to remind the reader, that Tdaderdnle was one of the most depraved 

diaracterB of liis age, and totally without principle, whether considered 

Covenanter in the reign of Charles 1., or as an enemy to that pwrtv 

»few years afterwards."— Najner"? Montrose, kc, p. 403. 

ut little doubt can he cherished about Charles's eu-ly reconciliation to 
Borne. Dalijmple supplies, ve tliiak, abuudiiDt proof of this. Later 
(till wo find the following;— "The king of Great Britain, being convinced 
of the truth of the Catholic religion, and resolved to declare himself a 
Catholic and to ho reconciled to the Church of Borne, thinks the assistance 
of his most Cbristiiin Magesty necesssjy to facilitate bis design; it is 
therefore agreed a}id concluded npoo, that his moat Christian Magesby 
■hall furnish to the king of England, before the said declaration, the sum 
of £200,000, Ice. And further, that tbe aaid lord, the most Christian 
king, shall assist his Brilanick Magesty with troops and mon^ as often 
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conformiate, Le urged on his Purliament a toleration of d 
ddents from the OJiuccL. Hheldoa and hia porsecnting 
brethren had lost much of their influence ■with the court oa 
the fall of their patron. But it wns not ao in the Sffliatft 
Many causes contributed to this, ttur limits forbid details. 
It iw enougii to say that, though the court brought all ite 
influence to bear on the (Jommona, the proposition wb» 
rejected. More; the Hou»e in 1670 psased a Bill e 
additional and more scTcre clauses to the ConTentide Actt. 
Upon all classes of Nonconformists it fell with terrible 
power. !No motives more powerful could be presented to the 
minds of the abandoned to annoy and distress the BapttstB 
than this bill supplied. It gave one-third of the floes iii- 
flicted on offenders "to the informer or his assistants, regsrd. 
being had to their diligence and industry in discovering, di»- 1 
pensing, and punishing the said conveaticlBs." It inflicted, 
on the teacher of any conventicle £20 for the first o 
and £40 for the second. Upon those who allowed Uirar 
bams, Louses, yards, to be -vised for any service, the fine wM 
X20. The bill also provided an e-asy process by which ooii- 
viction might be obtained. Distraint on the offender's goodi 
was allowed, and in case of poverty, on those of otbeeu 
Authority was given to all constables and head-borou^is b 
break open and enter any place where they might suspect tho ■ 
offenders to be assembled. Under these provisions, and in the 
bands of such men, the reader will easily conceive tho di»-^ 
tress and sufferings which our brethren endured throu^oofc' 
the nation. The remainder of t.hig volume might be fillaf^ 
with the most affecting detaUs.*^ Many will appear m^ 
another cliapter. The oppression fell upon all i 
The people as well as the ndoisters suffered. Cutlers, shoB- 



Mageaty," be. — Leagues, 40. Dalrymple, vol. u,, p. 4 
UiniBters bribed bj Fnuice. Ibid, icj. it , p. 82. 
• Ample deUili will be found in the pogea of Crosby wid Ivimey. 
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makers, tanners, drapers, grocers, gardeners, maltsters, and*the 
munes of almost every class of trades appear in the records. 
Fines were inflicted of every degree, from five shillings and 
upwards. Their houses were broken open, their goods seized, 
and in the public markets they were exposed for sale. The 
distress of families, the tears of the widow, and the plaints of 
the children, had no effect on the minds or hearts of these men. 
Invincible hatred to the principles of our brethren, and the 
love of gain, were motives of the very highest power in this 
case. The spirit and temper of the judges and justices were 
such, that, when any of these men came before them with 
accusations against our brethren, they were zealous in aggra- 
vating their crime, and aiding in every way in their oppres- 
sion. Many of these informers were men who had formerly 
associated with them, united in their assemblies, and made 
loud and earnest professions of their attachment to Christ's 
holy Grospel. Seasons of persecution, whilst they agitate 
the Church to its centre, invariably separate from it l^e 
formalist and the hypocritical.* 

Such a course of action on the part of the men in office 
was not powerless. Indeed, long ere this the splendid vision 
which the Restoration had opened to some minds had 
vanished. Presbyterian songs of gladnesst had given place to 
the wail of sorrow. Persecution had fallen with a heavy 



* Crosby, vol. ii., p. 258. 

i* "Mr. Newcome, of Manchester, addressed the people of that tcywn 
in a strain of vehement indignation against the persons who had abolished 
monarchy for their own selfish ends, and nearly destroyed religion itself.'' 
^Mr. Heyrick preached on the day of the king's coronation from the 
words, 'And he brought forth the king's son, and put the crown upon 
him, and gave him the testimony, and they made him king and anointed 
him; and they clapped their hands and said, God save the king,' " &o. — 
Hunter's Life of Oliver Heywood, p. 120. Other examples are given. ** The 
Presbyterian pulpits do tiiunder against our electors, and Baxter, the 
Corypheus of Worcestershire, is come here for no good. I am certain he 
labours much to preach on Sunday before Monk, who is not now to be 
altered. ** — ^Lady Willoughby to Hyde. Clarendon State Papezs, toL Hi, 
p. 731. 
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Iiand on tliose who hailed tlie ifltuni of the exiled monarch 
na && era of peace and liberty. The iron yoke of Cromwell, 
whichwas to give place to silken corda and a gentle and loving 
sceptre, was followed by the leign of the lowest \ 
the moat revolting corruption. The palace of St. James's, 
adorned by the lofty but stem vu-tue of the Puritan Pn> 
tector, had become the abode of the courtezan, and the home 
cjf every corruption, and tlie living embodiment of nil that 
was opijosed to puiity and domestic virtn& The iufluen 
of the monarch filled a wide circle. Hia example operated 
with fearliil efifect. Says one :■ — " The exiled and outcast king 
lieemed to have brought back the seven spirits of holy writ 
— two more besideB the [wrsonagea in the Cabal; and the 
last state of England was worse than the fii-st There nevM 
was a period in honest England in wliicb all the virtues ani 
even the decencies of life were so disregarded."* The Dutoh 
vrai, which covered the nation with infamy, deepened the 
feeling of discontent+ The past was again compared witi 
the present. "Tlie i-elatiou of England to Europe during 
the Protectorate — the might of her navies, the extent of her 
commerce, and the teiTor of her name in countries which had 
no sympathy with her religion — nsse up before the public, and - 
tinged the dark cloud which had been coat ou the memory of 
the great ones of that wondrous period of our national historf 
with a gleam of bi-ightuess," " It is strange," saya the oH' 
diai-ist, "how eveiybody do now-a-days reflect upon Oliver). 
and commend him what brave things he did, and made all 
the neighbour princes fear him; wliile here a prince coin 
in with all the love and prayers and good liking of I 
people, who have given greater signs of loyalty and willing 

* Wurijurton, toL iiL, p. 465. 

t "The Digbttlie Dutoli Vmrnt our sliipB," anys Pepya, "tile king£ 
xnp with Lady CastlDiiuime nt the Duubeasof Moiinumtli'x, uid the; w«l 
nil mud m liUDting a. poor moth. Tha Idng bas tflkeu ten times moC 
pains in making friends lietween my Laily Caiitleniiiine urid Mrs. Start 
when they have fallen mit, than G^-er he <!idt«3STehiii kingdom. "--£>iuj|^ 
irol. iii., pp. 2C2, '<*». 
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^j ne88 to serve him with their estates than ever was done by any 
mi people, hath lost all so soon that it is a miracle what way a 
jr man could devise to lose so much in so little time."* Danger 
:• was apprehended by many, and a leader of courage might 
!• have closed the despicable dynasty of the Stuarts sooner by 
some years than it was.+ 

The policy of the court about this time underwent a great 
change. Persecution was to give place to the spirit of 
toleration. The favour of the Dissenters was to be culti- 
vated. The penal laws were to be suspended, and liberty of 
conscience, to some extent, was to be enjoyed. In 1672, the 
Indulgence was issued. Charles confesses that coercion had 
failed. For twelve years the experiment had been tried, 
and with only a very little fruit: Now, he says: — "We 
think ourselves obliged to make use of that supreme power 
in ecclesiastical matters which is not only inherent in us, but 
hath been declared and recognized by several statutes and 
Acts of Parliament" In relation to Dissenters, the will of 
the monarch was, " That none of our subjects do presume to 
meet in any place, until such place be allowed, and the 
teacher of that congregation be allowed by us." His Majesty 
was prompted to this act by his clemency and indulgence; 
but every violation* of the Declaration would be visited with 
the strongest marks of the royal displeasure. The Declara- 



* Diary, voL iii., p. 289. At a little earlier period we discern the fol- 
lowing contrast:— **Of all the old army, now you cannot see a man beg- 
ging about the streets; but what? You shall have this captain turned a 
shoemaker; the lieutenant a baker; this a brewer; that a haberdasher; 
this common soldier a porter : and every man in his apron and frock, &c., 
as if they had never done anjrthing else ; whereas the others go with their 
belts and swords, swearing and cursing and stealing ; running into people's 
houses by force, oftentimes to carry away something; and this is the 
difference between the temper of the one and the others," &c. — ^Pepys, 
voL ii, pp. 118, 119. 

t Even the ultra Royalist Evelyn could tell Pepys, '*That wise men 
do purpose to remove abroad what they have, for that we must be revised, 
our case being so past relief; the kingdom so much in debt, and the kin|^ 
minding nothing but his lusts." — Diary, vol. iii., p. 321. 
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tion &iled. Most saw tiiat it was not Frotesta n t iflm tint 
was shielded by thia, bat Popery. Many of the Prealy 
teriana embraced this liberty und took out licences, and hen 
and there Baptists did the same ; bat the mass of them coald 
not. It recognized a. power they could uot acknowledgt 
On all grounds, both civil and political, their oompliiuwB 
would have InvolTcd a sacrifice of principle. Bat the eJOBt- 
ence of the Declaration vaa only very brief. In the Senate 
the right and the tendency of the Act were questioned; 
and BO strong was the feeling of the Lower House against 
it, not BO much from hostility to Dissent aa to Popery, thai 
it was speedily recalled.* 

The growth of Popery had been rapid. Ail the inflaenCM 
which ^e court durst bring were thrown around it Facta 
place it beyond alt doubt that Chai'les for years, if not 
before his restoration, had been a convert to Popery.f At 
the Dufco of York's he often met with Lords Arlington, 
Clifford, and Arundel, to advise on the hetX methods of 
advancing Romanism in the kingdom.4; Even Olarendoa, 
the patron of Sheldon, had invoked the aid of the Homaniak 
in behalf of a king "who will perform whatsoever CSB 
reasonably be a^ed of him, and under whom his CothoUc 
subjects might enjoy a full happiness, flatter themselia 
that they shall enjoy protection and secunty under thaS- 
devils, who, in the end, will extb-pate them out of all tbeir 
dominions," itc.j 

The Duke of Tork left no doubt about his state. Mut 

* HallHm hints that Charles's women preniiled oa him to twir to to 
vrielips of the Commone. — VoL ii., p. 90. 

t I'HfcEirldenc8iiiJe»gey'aMBmoin,yoLii.,p.352. 

* Cliirke's Life of Jamei IL, foL L, pp. 441, 442. 

^ Life, vol. iti.,pp, 65. G6. " The Duchess of Orleans had jirevukdMI^ 
ber brother tc relinquiah," says Hume, "the most settlnl m>iim A 
bononr Bud polic;, and to finish his engsgemsnt vith Lewis for llil^ 
detrtraction of HoUsnd, ns well ea for the subsequent change of lelipMi 
in Engluid."— Purl. Hist., rol. tv., p. 4S5. "Papists and iwumi rf' 
sectaries now boldly diowiog themsrfvea." — Eyrfyn's Mem., -wtL l. 
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* conscientious than Charles, he had declined keeping up the 
w awful hypocrisy of communing with the Establishment, 
^- though urged again and again to continue the solemn 
'^ mockery by his unprincipled brother. The conviction was 
- growing in the national mind, that, under the combined 
i influence of the two brothers and the reckless men at the 
head of the State, an effort would be made to restore the 
detested system of Popery. Probably from this feeling, as 
much as from hatred to Nonconformity, the Legislature 
added another Act to its oppressive enactments. We refer to 
the Test Act. This bill passed the Legislature in 1673. It 
excluded from all places of civil trust aU persons who did not 
receive the Sacrament in the State Church, and required the 
renunciation of the cardinal doctrine of Rome — ^the dogma 
of transubstantiation. The penalty of disobedience was a 
fine of ^500; incapacity for suing in the law courts; for 
being an executor or administrator in any case. No legacy or 
deed of gift could be enjoyed, and the guardianship of 
children was taken from them. The whole influence of the 
court was exerted against the bill. Pity for the Noncon- 
formists was urged. Their loyalty was undoubted, and the 
measure would be as unjust as it was cruel. The representa- 
tives of these men repudiated the former. They expressed their 
willingness to suffer, rather than impair any Act which would 
retard the progress of a system which would enthrone both 
a civil and a religious despotism in the nation. This Act told 
with power on many of the class at which it was aimed. 
The Duke of York gave up his office, and the most unprin- 
cipled and dangerous men in the ministry were compelled 
to retire to private life.* From this vantage ground 
the Commons advanced, and implored the interposition of 
the king against the marriage of the duke with a Popish 
princess. 



* Pari. Hist., vol. iv. Hallam, vol. ii., pp. 91, 92. Neal, toL ii, 
pp. 666, 567. 
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The jiatriolism of the Nonconformists was followed o 
one hand by the efibi-ta of the Lower Hoiiae to amelioTBtB 
their condition, but the indulgence was defeated i 
Ppper House through the tittemeas of Sheldon; on the atier 
hand, the hatred of the oovrt was kindled afresli. From all 
restraint the penal lawa -were now released. The mitred 
priests, acting in consort with the drunken ruffians, inter- 
fered again with the peaceful habits and i-eligiouB sen-ices oT 
the brethren. Sheldon employed hia old tactics, Circolar 
letters were addressed by him to- the bishops, commanding 
tliem to tell their officials to employ informerij to asoertaia 
everything about the Dissenters in their parishes, and to 
report to him. The labour was one of love in many casi 
From place to place t!io ministera were driven. Many fl 
to the New World — the plantations, ua the Colonies we 
then called. Owen had made arrangements for bis depaiv 
ture, but was prevented "by the express command of th* 
king. The details of the suJFerings of other bodies may bs 
fonnd in various works on this subject.* 

Amongst this cloud of confessors, our brethren v 
the least. Compression is necessary; our pages mi^t boi 
L'rowded with examples of moral heroism of the higheib' 
order. In every way the hand of tke oppressors fell heaYJi^ 
upon them. Their meeting were disturbed, their miiusta«> 
imprisoned and fined, anil their people subjected to eveaj' 
form of annoyance. Informers eveiywhei'e surrounded thrao. 
They were followed in the streets by these colleagues of th« 
Episcopate. Into their secret retirement they intrndedj: 
and like the frogs of Egypt, they were found everywhai 
" IS to these men, which could impair ti 
confidence of the public in. our brethren, or hold them upM 
the Boom or contempt of the comjnunity. We have t 
example before us. " In 1673 was issued a panipMet^ tind 

1. Meuioml, BbxM'i 
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"5 the alarming title of * Mr, Baxter Baptized in BloodJ " To 
■ give weight to its statements, Dr. Samuel Parker, a man of 
: some note in the ecclesiastical world, licensed the publication. 
It professes to give an account of a horrible murder com- 
mitted by four Baptists, at Boston, in New England, upon a 
minister, a Mr. Josiah Baxter, because he had defeated them 
in a dispute. It assumes the form of a narrative, detailing the 
place, the names of the disputants, the speeches — and then 
giTCS all the particulars of the tragedy. Full details are given 
of their entering his house, seizing the godly man, whip- 
ping him, then disembowelling him, and finally flaying him 
aJive, amidst the shrieks of his family lying bound before 
him. This libel was professedly published by the brother of 
the murdered man, Mr. B. Baxter, residing in Fenchurch 
Street, London. The writer says, in closing: — "I have 
penned and published this narrative in perpetuam rei 
rvheTMyriam, that the world may see the spirit of these men, 
and that it may stand as an eternal memorial of their cruelty 
and hatred to all orthodox ministers." Though the animus 
was evident, its effect was not powerless. Happily, the 
infamous fraud was soon detected. Mr. Kiffin, whose influ- 
ence at court had often been exerted on behalf of the 
oppressed, brought the matter before the Privy Council. 
After a rigid examination, the following order was issued by 
that board: — "Whereas there is a pamphlet lately pub- 
lished, entitled *Mr. Baxter Baptized in Blood,' containing 
a horrible murder committed by four Anabaptists upon the 
person of Mr. Josiah Baxter, near Boston, in New England; 
the whole matter having been inquired into and examined 
at the Council board, is found altogether false and fictitious." 
More than this: — "The licenser. Dr. Samuel Parker, being 
also acquainted with the whole matter, confesseth his mis- 
take, and too sudden credulity in the licensing so strange 
a pamphlet, as appears by the testimonial under his own 
hand.'' The sale was interdicted by order of the Lord 
Mayor; and some of the publishers were imprisoned. The 



EARLY BNQLISE 1 

Btrongeat suspicion waa fiaicil on ttis violent cliurchman u< 
the author of this attempt to identify the sect with the M- 
lowera of John Leyden and the Munater Anabaptists. 
With the exploita of these men, the brethren had been pelted 
by all sects. Of this treatment, Bunyan complains agajs 
and again, " It waa rumovired that he was a witch, a jiirat^ 
a highwayman." Hia mora! character was impeached, 
charges of the moat infamous kind alleged ngaiiiat it. They 
charged me," be says, "that I went thither (to London) 
plot and raise division, and make inauiTeotions : which Ocdi 
knows was a slander." The mud stuck for a while, but 
fell off, and left t!ie garment unsullied by the contact. 

The Society of Friends, or Quakers as thoy we»-e calle^, 
originatwl at a much later period than the Presbytei 
either of the Congregational bodies. The founder, GeoTgfc' 
Fox, waa mai-ked by many elements of greatness. Diflaatis- 
lied with all other sects, he began a course of i-e!igioua refoiv- 
matioii, and soon gathered around him a number of followen.; 
We paaa over the lofty pretensions and the unmiaed! 
fiinaticism of many of the early members of this 
Forgetfulness of their errors is beat Their hostility too 
others, and esjieeially the manner in which it was n 
fested, exposed them to the greatest suffering. Into 
" public places" they would intrude; and not only iutemqA< 
the services, but, in language wliich nothing could justify,,' 
denounce the ministers. This conduct was pursued eveirjW 
where. Fox travelled the country, propagating his religioncl 
views, and opposing all others. During the Commonwealth. 
and the Pi'otectoiate, and up to the present time, thasi 
Sufferings had been almostt unparaUeled.t They were tha 
Ishmaolitea of the ecclesiastical world; they were againrt' 
every nian, and eveiy man's hand was agaiiwt them. 

• Crosby, voL ii. IrimBr, vol ii. Tlie reader will find more detttih 
in Mnrvell's Worka, who diatinctly almrgea Parker irith this infunott 
attempt to augment tlio hostility of the country ugaiiiBt thia net. 

t The reader may consult Barton's Diary tor the trial and pDDuhmsBi.' 
of Najlor by the Commons. 
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Time had modified their pugnacity only in a very small 
d^ree. With the Baptists they had had many a fierce 
enconnter. The wordy war, at the present time, broke out 
afresh. It involved the leading men of both sides; and it 
was protracted and fierce. It would be amusing to collect 
choice specimens of the phraseology of both parties. The 
vocabulary of abusive terms was exhausted.* Boroughs* 
reply to Bunyan shall supply an example or two: — "How 
long, ye crafty fowlers, will ye prey upon the innocent, and 
shoot at him craftily? How long shall the righteous be a 
prey to your teeth, ye subtle foxes, who seek to devour?" 
'* And John Buuyan and his fellows, who have joined them- 
selves to the broken army of Magog, now in the heat of the 
day of great stirring, are not the least of all guilty amongst 
their brethren of secret smiting the innocent with secret 
lies and slanders, who have showed themselves in defence of 
the Dragon against the Lamb." Warmer and still warmer 
Edward becomes. Flash after flash illuminates the darkness, 
as he proclaims Bunyan "of the stock of Ishmael, and of the 
seed of Cain, whose line reacheth unto the murdering priests 
and Scribes and Pharisees." "O thou blind priest," he 
exclaims, "whom God hath confounded in thy language — 
the design of the devil in deceiving souls is thy own, and I 
toss it back to thee." "The Lord rebuke thee, thou 
unclean spirit, who hast falsely accused the innocent to clear 
thyself from guilt." In this spirit Christian verities were 
frequently discussed in those days. Abuse was often con- 

* Baxter gives an amusing instance of their abuse : — " The Quakers in 
their shops, when I go along London streets, say : * Alas I poor man, thou 
art yet in darkness.' They have oft come to the congregation, when I 
had liberty to preach Christ's Grospel, and cried out against me as a 
deceiver of the people. They have followed me home, crying out in the 
streets, ' The day of the Lord is coming, and thou* shalt perish as a 
deceiver.' They have stood in the market-place, and under my window, 
year after year, crying to the people, *Take heed of your priests, they 
deceive your^souls;' and if any one wore a lace or neat clothing, they 
cried out to me, 'These are the fruits of your ministry.''* — Sir J. 
Stephen's Essays — Richard Baxter. 
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founded with argument, and impudence 'wilh depth of 
convictioD. In too many cases it marked all profeason.* 
The present dispute originated in a puUication by Ur. 
Tliomaa Hicks, cLorging the Frieuds with certain errora, 
which hB thought sohversive of the Christian faith. William 
Penn, George Whitehead, and others of the Friends, mahed 
into the areoa in defence of their principlea, charging Hicks 
with falsehood, &c. Prom his own peo, at public meetings, 
and by the investigations of his brethren, his character waa 
cleared firom tJie imputations of his adveraaries. The con- 
flict was long and painful, and ended in no satia&ction 
to some engaged in it.t Eaa-ly on in his career, Fox had 
frequent collisions with the Baptiata. The complacency with 
which he records hia triumphs is amnsing. He never fails. 
Always he drives his opponents as chaff before Lim. Oneot 
two instances may be given. They refer to an earlier period 
than the present j hut they contain information we do not 



* Samples on the uthcr liiuitl from ouraelres. Bunyan thus uompluol 
in oua place :—" At this, Mr. W. EifBn, Mr. Thomaa Paul, and Mr. Henry 
D'AnvarH, and Mr. DeDoe, fell with might and main upon me; someiiaBi- 
pitring me to the devil, others to a bedlam, others to a sot, and the Hke, 
lot my seeking peace Rud tratli amongst the godly." — Works, fA. ii., 
p.B5fi. And John Tombes writes thnBEontemptnonslj of Sam. aow,<ai» 
of his hretbrBn: — "How, ihocoliHer, smuch followed preaober, * giBri 
while ago rentod in print that teamed aoholara do m&ke the Soriptnrea H 
ai noaa of wfti ; are but jugglers and deceiyera ; which ara too oftsK 
ineinuated into the minda of well-mcamog. hut weak nuDda, wherdq' 
they ate more addicted to snch men as Mom, Titlinghiut, aod otbat 
popular oraton," lie. — Theodulia, p. 3Sii. 

+ Crosby and Iviniey give fnUer details. Aa a nampJe of the -wiU 
ODthnaiaBm into which wime of these men ran, we gi™ the foUDwing:— 
"William Simpson was moved of the Lord to go, at seTernl tdxnei, to 
tliree years, naked and barefoot before them, as a sign unto them •■ 
markets, conrta, towns, cities, to priests' houses, and to great malt 
houses; so shall they all be stripped naked aa ho was stripped naked. 
And Hunetimes ho was moved ta put on hair sackcloths, and to beimen' 
hia face, kc. Great sufferings did that poor man nndergo ; soma whip- 
pines with horsewhips and coachwhipa on the bare body, grievons skiniq|* 
and imprisomnenti, in three years' time, before the king came in," te. — 
Lingard, vol. li., p. 294 Fon'g Journal, voL i., p. S72. Vide Noyinrt 
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f wiah to lose. "In 1649, there were some B^tists i& 
Leicestershire whom I desired to see and speak with, be^ 
caose they were separated from the public worship. So one 
Gates, who was one of their chief teachers, and others of 
the heads of them, with several others of their company, 
came to meet ns at Barrow; and there we discoursed with 
them. One of them said, ' What was not of fiiith was sin/ 
"Whereupon I asked them what faith was? and how it was 
^wrought in man'J But they turned oS from that, and spoke 
of .their baptism in water. Then I asked them whether 
their mountain of sin was brought down and laid low in 
them; and their rough and crooked ways made smooth and 
straight in them? for they looked on the Scriptures as 
meaning outward mountains and ways. But I told them 
they must find them in their own hearts; which they seemed 
to wonder at. We asked them who baptized John the Bap- 
tist! and who baptized Peter, John, and the rest of the 
apostles? and put them to prove by Scripture that they were 
baptized in water; but they were silent, &c. (fee. So after 
some discourse we parted; and some of them were loving to 
us."* Travelling north in 1653, he gains another victory 
over his assailants : — " From thence we came to Carlisle; and 
the pastor of the Baptists, with most of his hearers, came to 
me to the Abbey, where I had a meeting, and declared the 
word of life amongst them; and many of the Baptists and 
of the soldiers were convinced. After the meeting, the 
pastor of the Baptists, a high notionist and a flashy man, 
came to me and asked me, ' What must be damned V I was 
moved immediately to tell him, * that which spoke in him 
was to be damned.' ThLs stopped his mouth; and the wit- 
ness of God was raised up in him. I opened to him the 
state of election and reprobation, so that he said he never 
heard the like in his lifa He also came afterwards to be 
convinced." The last glimpse we get of the spiritual soldier 

* Fox's Journal, voL i., pp. 77, 78. 
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in Conflict with our brethren is in 16fi7 : — " In LeitJi, there 
came in many Baptists, who were very rude; but the Lord's 
])Ower came over theni, so that they went away conibunded" 
"In Edinbro', when 1 had done, I went to one meeting 
whither many nide people and Baptists came. The Baptist* 
began for to vaunt with their logic and syllogism ; but I ^ 
moved by the Lord's power to thrash their chafly, light 
minds, and showed the people that after that fallacious way 
of discoursing, they might muke wliite seem black, and 
black white; as that because a cock had two legs, and each 
of them had two legs, tberefoi-e they were all coeks, 4c. 
Hereupon those Baptists went their way; and after they 
were gone, we had a blessed meeting in the Lord's house, 
which was over aJL"* 

The induence of France in English councils was al 
jjowerfuL Ijouis eil but literally ruled in the hdngdnn 
His pensioners were as namerous in the Legislature as in 
St. Janies'ti. Corruption was unblushing. Its polluting 
touch was felt in every department of the Statcf Nationid 
honour was extinct, and the degradation of England at this 
period was never surpassed- The gloom and sujierstition irf 

• JoHrmO, voL i., pp. 167, 317, 318. 

t The folloiriDg bhows that it existed where vo thouM n 
posed:— "AfterwardB Sir J. Boket camo to me and complained of the 
Prince of Ocange for being si> unkind to the Proahytetians, and told ma 
there were ways of reconciling kimaelf to them ; he confessed they hud i 
behaved themselTcs ill in the last sessiona, and laya all the fault on m$ 
Lord Shaftesbury," ice.— Sidney's Diary, vol. L, pp, 3,4. "HewM»gent 
for the Preabyteriaag ami the Dnio .>f York,"— /iirf, vol. i., p. 3. "Ha 
is BCt down in Burillon's (French Amhaasodor'a) list BS one of thoae mem- 
beis gf tho populiic party who ware ijensioners of louia for 500 gnineBt" 
The Bame says:— "Tlie Chevftliei Baker ia he through wliom I have » 
oiinneiion with the Pnsbytorintui. He is n rich man, ajid afraid of 
Ciouhlea; at the holtom he is H.ttnclied to the Dake of York. I N 
plainly that the pains he has take n have not been uselflaa, for the Prwbj*-, 
tflrians are entirely against the Prince of Orange ; and I TieliaVB it will it ■ 
IC17 diffioult to set (a rights what has been done against him." — Note to- 1 
adnoy'a Diajy, vol. i., pp. 3, 4. " Tt is manifest, from the despatohe* o( '1 
tbc French AmbaEsodor, that not only did Charles obtain large . 
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mind of James, unchecked by defeat, and unmoved by the 
^o'wing power of a living Protestantism, embraced every 
opx>ortunity of promoting the interests of the church whose 
<x>rrupt faith he had espoused. Anxious to unite his 
daughter to the son of Louis, in order to strengthen his 
O'wn interest,* his plans were defeated, and Mary became the 
-wife of William of Orange; and this laid the foundation of 
a union, the ultimate issue of which compelled James to 
fly, and enthroned William in the vacant seat as the 
champion of Protestantism. Our space forbids us to trace the 
straggle, which extended over years, the efforts of the pa- 
triot party to cut off James from the succession, the attempts 
of the monarch and his unprincipled fiivourite to grasp 
arbitrary power, the plots against the patriots, and the cruel 
deaths of some of ]&igland's noblest sons.t We can only 
indicate the feeling of the monarch in an instance or two. 
"On the Exclusion Bill," says Sidney, "the king acts as 
though he were mad. The bill was yesterday cast out of 
the Lords' House, and our Mend is in great disgrace for 
giving his vote for the bill. All things are coming to the last 
confession, in all appearances; but yet the Commons are the 



digtribution amongst the members of the Senate, but that the represen- 
tatiye of Spain and the Emperor were purchasing the support of this 
class.** — Daliymple, vol. ii, pp. 110, 111. Again and again did this 
despicable monarch prorogue his Parliament for larger sums from France. 
Louis governed more effectually by his gold than Charles by the Consti- 
tution. — Ibid, vol. ii., pp. 112, 113. Lingard, voL xiiL, pp. 4, 5. 

* " The duke had hopes of marrying the Princess Mary to the Dauphin, 
thus rendering England a province of France. "—Reresby's Mem., p. 109. 

f Calamy thus refers to the feeling in the city in 1678, in regard to 
the murder of Sir E. B. (Godfrey: — "The frequent execution of traitors 
that ensued, and the many dismal stories handed about continually, 
made the hearts not only of younger but elder persons to quake with 
fear. Not so much as a house was at that time to be met with but what 
was provided with arms; nor did any go to rest at night without appre- 
hensions of somewhat that was very tragical that might happen before 
morning. And this was then the case, not for a few weeks or months 
only, but for a great while together.*'— Life of E. Calamy, D.D., by J. T. 
Rutt, London, 1830, vol i., pp. 83, 84. 
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patienteat, prndenteat person-s (that) ever was."" Mortifio^ 
and perhaps alarmed, at tlie clemeDta of danger which, wi 
rapidly gathering around him, Charles tried to avert t 
by another project. The diarist tells as : — " The king J 
rMolved to projwse something that should satisfy evetyboiijli 
and that I believe ia but the rest of an expedient that w 
thought of before that Parliament bi-oke, and which, i 
anght I know, might have done then, but I doubt will n 
now. 'Tis, in short, for tie duke to have the name of king 
after the king's death; but the kingdom to be governed I^ 
a Protactor and Council, and the Pi'ince of Orange to be 14 
Protector," Act To other sources the reader must \ 
referred for information on these and other topics. 

No concession relieved tlia friends of liberty of tbi 
anxiety they felt as to the future. The tendencies of U 
conrt were uumiatakable. Popery and arbitrary powBT' 
everywhere marked it. With the latter a considerabfe^ 
number of the liigher clergy sympathized. In this circle it- 
flourished. Nothing in the past exceeded it. Oxford tl 
aa now, was the hotbed of comiptiou. In 1683, the Uni- 
versity issued its infamous dogma, in which passive obedt' 
ence was inculcated, and the absolute authoi-ity of i 
over everything was affimie<L Upon twenty-seven prt^MNJ 
tions, drawn from the works of leading NonoonformisHj 
these men of light and power stamped their disapprobatiottl 
They were dangerous — nay, blasphemous. All teachers, of 
whatever degree, were ordered to inculcate on their puj^ 
the duty of submitting to any ordinance of man for ti 
Lord's sake; and this obedience was to be clear and absolul 
and without exception of any order of men. " They p 
judgment," says one, " cm certain pernicions books i 
damnable doctiiaea destiTictive to the sacred persons ( 
princes," &c. Twenty-seven propositions were embr&oedl 

* Diary, bi tliB Hon. Henry Sidney, vol i., p. 135. London : OoIbM) 
1843. —1^ 

t Sir W. Temple. Ibid, vol. ii.. p. 177. 
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tilua censure. Baxter, Buclianan, Elnox, Ck)odmany Owen, 
Ac^ supplied the materials. The learned convocation de- 
<5reed — " That the books which contained the aforesaid pro- 
positions and impious doctrines are fitted to deprave good 
manners, corrupt the minds of unwary men, stir up sedi- 
tions and tumxdts, overthrow states and kingdoms, and lead 
to rebellion, murder of princes, and atheism itself; and, 
therefore, we interdict all members of the University from 
the reading of the said books, under the penalties in the 
statutes expressed. We also order the before-recited books 
to be publicly burned by the hand of our marshal, in the 
court of our school." To this Index EoBjpurgaAorivm, of Rome 
they would have added the Auto-da-fi of Spain, if their 
power had been equal to their will.* 

On the other hand, the patriots, fully alive to all this, 
gathered around them all the elements of strength they 
could command. The crisis was serious, and they felt its 
importance. At the polling-booths the battle-cry was, " No 
Popery!" "No arbitrary power!" In St. Stephen^s the 
struggle was severe. Around them a small but influential 
body of clergy gathered — men in advance of thousands of 
their brethren. The sympathies of the Nonconformists 
were with the friends of progress, and all the friends of the 
Prince of Orange, now increasing rapidly, secretly, if not 
all of them openly, aided in the good work. The interests 
of the latter prince were becoming more and more identified 
with England's liberties. He was the guiding star of many, 
and the hope of multitudes. And even some of the leaders 
so far forgot their own dignity and the grandeur of their 
mission, as to receive bribes from France, and court the 
aid of the unprincipled monarch of that nation* Calm, 
determined, and armed with moral power, the patriots 
entered on the struggle. It was marked by many of the 

* Maseres Tracts, vol. iii, p. 226, 227. Lingard, vol. xiii., 340, 34L 
Orme's Owen, p. 233. 
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characteristics of the early period of the first Charles. PW 
and counterplots of Papal and Protestant ever and am 
agitated the country. The Pyms and Elliots of the pMl 
were represented by the Sidneys and KosseUs of tbk m, 
Their blood, shed by the tyrant, only hastened the downiic 
of his dynasty, and, in a few years, the expulsion of tt 
last of the Stuarts from the throne. 

The recollection of this is necessary to form an accoiiK 
conception of the state of things which marked the ecdo- 
astical world, and the opposite motives by which they w« 
called into existence. Two things resulted from this. Tm 
opponents of the court and its despotic tendencies beeue 
more favourable to the Nonconformists. It was natnnL 
Upon their love of liberty, Sidney, Kiissell, and thdr com- 
peers, could repose with the fullest confidence. In the 
Commons, sympathy with their past sufierings was ex- 
pressed, and efforts were not wanting to relieve them fi 
existing burdens. More than this, there was much talk u 
a scheme of comprehension, by which the Nonconfonnua 
should be brought into the Church. The Baptists woold 
have been untouched by it. No scheme would have reom- 
ciled them to so anti-Christian a union as that of Churck 
and State. Many of their members were excluded 
from the churches, for hearing the ministers of the Sute 
Church. But they were probably alone in this. The 
Presbyterian body would have hailed it. Baxter, ever 
active, prepared a scheme by which this matter might be 
accomplished Tillotson, Stillingfleet, and others of this 
class, now rising into view, held fi:^uent interview's wiik 
the leading members of this body. How far the Congrvgi- 
tional body would have gone in this direction, we are nofi 
prepared to say. Owen was not behind his brethren in anj 
matter; but his views on the prince's power to interfere 
with the Church, to enforce truth and repress error, happily 
would find no sympathy with his successors in the present. 
But £ulnre marked it Fear probably, not love, was the 
most potent motive. 
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On the other liand, the position the Noiiconfoitiiists had 
ken in relation to the Test Aut and the Popish designs of 
e court, had aroused the angei- of the monarch. The 
laws were unloosed, and every impediment to their 
foil working was removed. Sheldon and many of his 
brethren hated Dissent more than Popery. Theii- love of 
rWtrary power we have seen; their detestation of Non- 
Sonformity was aa intenac. Into all the persecuting nxea- 
inres of the infatuated mouai-ch they readily fell. The 
ajipUauces of the bishops for this work were ample. They 
iiad only to speak, and, in every parish in the kingdom, the 
instruments of their power were found. For the work of 
axiffering the machinery wa.s perfect; but for life and purity 
powerless. A letter from the Princess Anne, after- 
■wards queen, to her sister of Orange, givea us a glimpse of 
the men who ruled in the highest circles. Referring to 
Sunderland, she saya: — " Everybody knows how often this 
man turned backwards and forwaids in the late king's 
reign, and now, to complete iil! liia virtues, he li working 
■with al! his might to bring in Popery. He is perpetually 
with the priests, and stirs up the king to do things faster 
than I believe he would of himself Things are come to 
that pass now, that if they go on much longer, I believe, in 
a little while, no Protestant wU be able to live here,"" 
Upon our brethren the storm broke with great fury. 
Escape was impossible. From all parts of the empire the 
heard, and probably not a county in the kingdom 
that did not supply some victim to gratify the saintly 
malice of Sheldon and his Po])Mh auxitiaries.t 

* SidDBj, ToL ii., p. 263. "Mr. Godolpfain, Mr. May, and two orthroB 
more, are etill veiy lioneat, but hare littlo power with the king; the 
others HTB great rogues, and hetrsy their manter every day."— aidnoy to 
the Prince of Omnge. Diary, vol. iL, pp. 216, 317. 

t from the CoiTeapondence of Thorenby, »B got Boma onriona glimpsei 
of the religions life of the Preibyteriftna of thia time. It eicitefl no 
wouder in us. Sharp, of Loeda, thoa write* r-" Men obooie new thing* 
witli us, aa in the %yptiiia darkneu man know not what way to go — 
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Only a few examples cau be given of this aavage raid 
against peaceaMe and honest men. Fii-st in the list of suf- 
ferers, and perhaps illustrating the spirit of the court and 
the Epis(!0])ate aa fully as any one we can select, we place 
Delaune. His crime in the cyea of his oppreaaoi-s was of 
fearful magnitude. He had Bimply asserted the dignify of 
our common humanity, and maintained the birthright of 
erety man to think for himself. A Ur. Calainy, who woold 
never have emerged ft'om the obscurity to which, nature and 
Providence would have consigned hiui, ivith the impudenOB 
inseparable from little minds, in a printed sermon abused 
the Nonconformist body, and in the plenitude of hia ctmdo- 
scension urged them to proponnd their doubts, and offered to 
give them, if they were meek enough to receive, inatruction. 
To this insolence, Delaune replied in hia unanswered and na- 
anawerahle "Plea for the NmtconfonnisU."* little doubt 
can be cherished about Calamy. It was a bravado — a 
of zeal for a certain purpose. The practice is commoB 
enough with men of his class. No answer could be expected^, 
none was desired. Tlie liint that such an one was preparij^ 
was eaougL Itu publication, if poasible, must be dicckeA. 
Only one way was opeu to these thoughtful and trathfid 
instmctors of the people. It was a favourite one. WitlaB 



BomB to QuRkDriHm, Auabaptism, Antinomianiflm, and they will not lem 
their Delilah*, their beloved errors."— SliBtp, of Leeds. Thoresli^ 
Diu7, voL i., pp. 5S, 59. "Moat of our people are ProtsBtantB npona 
better ptiniiiple than taaay of them are Papists, viz., edncatjcin and ia( 
rest, JEC Ice.; carnal policy and interest maku manj seem fine Proleatu 
that else see or know Uttle difference lietuoen religion, nor are oae ] 
better in their praotica. Most oonolude a freehold is Letter thaa k I 
estate ; and, Hfl it ia not genteel, ao it would not be worth thur wlitlft# 
change their religion on luch uncertaintiea. Conld the; ae 
cession, and get off all penal la-ws, that it ahoulJ not be high treawm^ 
our law makes it) to qoit their own and emhraae the Ronush cunu 
they would go over by ahoalB, of all lanka and profeadoua, that □< 
much nverae to it," lie. — R. Stecltnn, Correapondence of it. ThoruH 
vol. L, p. 90. ^" 

• A Mr. Hart published a reply to this, entitled. ■■ The 1 
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the damp walls of the wretched prison-house, liberty could 
be abridged. Means might be employed there to calm the 
spirit of the insulted one. It was so with Delaune. Before 
the publication of his "Plea," he was lodged within the 
walls of Wood Street, by a warrant from the Recorder 
(Jenner), Nov. 30th, 1683. Writing to his antagonist, he 
thus describes his suffering. It is only a sample of what his 
brethren in prison, Bampfield, E-alphson, and others, had to 
endure : — " I was turned in among the common side prisoners, 
where a hard bench was my bed, and two bricks my pillow; 
and I was not suffered to see some of my acquaintance who 
were prisoners there as Dissenters. I was soon after sent to 
Newgate, and lodged among felons, whose horrid company 
made a perfect representation of that place which you de- 
scribe when you mention hell. But after two days and 
nighte, without any refreshmenta-the unu8ualness of that 
society and place has changed my health, the constitution of 
which at best is very tender and crazy — I was removed, 
and am now in the press-yard, a place of some sobriety, 
though still a prison." Failing in this appeal, he again 
addressed the orthodox divine. His claim was just and 
reasonable. " I had some thoughts that you would perform 
the office of a divine in visiting me in my place of confine- 
ment, either to argue me out of my doubts, which you pro- 
mised Scripture and reason^ not a mUtwfius and Newgate, 
could easily do. To the former I ccm yield; to the latter it 
seems I must This is a severe kind of logic, and will pro- 
bably dispute me out of the world." The logical power of 
this argument was well understood by Calamy and his 
friends. Experience had frequently tested its force. 

Before the infamous Jeffreys Mr. Delaime was called. The 
highest legal officials of the Government were engaged against 
him, — men who knew that the more abuse they lavished on 
him the more acceptable would their service be. He was 
tried in the Court of the Old Bailey. In such cases, the 
fountain of justice was corrupt in the extreme. The follow- 
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ing portion o£ the indictnient will show tLo animus of thfl' 
whole : — The " Plea" was a libel of the worst character, a 
" contained these false fictiions and scandalous sentences foV- 
lovring, viz.: The Church of Konie and England, who aiB' 
great transgi-essors, to presume to vary from Christ'* 
precepts in altering or adding to the form of ■words ev 
pressed by Christ in the 11th of Lute: for bo they have 
done. They say, ' Foi-give lis our treapaases, as wo forgivB' 
them who trespass against ns,' when there are i 
words in Christ's prayer. His words are, ' Forgivt 
sins or debts, for we also forgive every one that is iudeht«J 
to us.' And, says the iadictment, in another part of tbff 
said libel, are contained these &lae tictions, seditious and 
scandalouB sentences following, viz. : And may v 
that, in these following particulars, we do symbolize will 
idolatrous Rome herein? Firstly, enjoining and impoaii^ 
thin (the Common Prayer), aa a set form, as they do with 
pentdties contrary to tlie Scriptures. Secondly, ty an opott' 
repetition of the same form in the eierciaes three or foac 
times, at least, insomuch that, in cathedral churches, it li 
said or sung ten or twelve times a day, contraiy to Christ i 
cxpreas words that, ' When we pray, we do not make vaiE') 
repetitions as the heathen do, for they think they shall ba 
heard for their much speaking.' Thirdly, by enjoining tb» 
whole congregation, men and women, to repeat after tl* 
priest, though no such directions by Christ: nay, he foEbiditi 
women to i)ray or prophesy in the church. Fourthly, i 
singing this prayer in the cathedrals by responses of people 
without the least warrant from Christ for such aonjf 
praj^g." "Tlien the indictment ends with a feadiil 
aggravation that is in contempt of the king, and 
the evil and most peroicious example of all such othw 
delinquents in the like case, and gainst the peace of thti 
said lord now king, his crown and dignity." Such t 
crime of this heroic sufferer for Cbriflt. 

Against these charges the pleadings of Mr. Delaune weM^ 
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L vain. Ill that coui-t, and under such a president, hope 

', vaniahed. The Attomej-Geoeral made very large 

^demands on Ha jwTei-s to pervert the facta. Jeffreys, witii 

Wjaie all but unequalled talent for abuse, and utter absence of 

I all moral principle, bullied the prisoner; and the jury decided, 

harmouy with the nnmistakable vLshes of the court, 

that he waa guilty of the chargefl alleged in the indictment 

The aentence was as follows ; — " Thomaa Deiaune, fined one 

hundred marka, and to be kept prisoner (i.e., till the fine 

s paid), and to find good Becnrity for Im good behavioar 

&r one whole year afterwards ; and that the said books and 

seditious libels, by biin published, shall be burnt with fire 

Itefore the Eoyal Exchange hi London; and if he be dis- 

ahargml, to pay six shillings." 

Well may De Foe say, " To answer sober argument witli 
sour conscience, to diapute by the gaol and the hangman, 
to debate by the prison and not by the pen— those have been 
the peculiar tactics of the party — and the power of persecu- 
laon, not of peranaaion, has been the way of their usage to 
the DLsaenter." For fifteen months Deiaune endured his oon- 
finenient, in the midst of poverty and extreme suffering, and, 
by lingering aickness, closed hie chequered career. " I cannot 
re&ain saying, such a champion, of such a cause, deserved 
better usage. But it was very hard, such a man, such a 
Ohristian, and snch a scholar, and on such an occasion, 
should starve in a dungeon, and the whole body of Dis- 
in England, whose cause he died for defending, 
should not raise him .£66 13s. id. to save his liie." We 
would not mitigatfl this crime an atom; but it ia right to 
suggest that Mr. Delauue may have interdicted the payment 
of the fine. It is not likely tliat the associate of Enollys, 
Kiffin, Keacli, and others of this class, would excite no 
interest. The man that could present £10,000 to Charles, 
would not heaitate about tlie payment of a trifle for the relief 
of auch a roan from the power of the harpiea of the law.* 
' Plea for tha Noncosformiiti. 
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TluE cfi£e is only a sample of a. numerons class. 
tildes crowded the horriil deiis, ciJled at this time prii 
Newgate, the Fleet, the Gate-House, were the chief plao 
where holy men endured the cruel impoaitioii of jailoi-a and 
their savage wardcnw, and the revolting annoyancea whid 
marked these residences of the most liaixlenQd criminaJs of 
the nation. Mr. Delaune, in hia touching oambtive, n 
tions the names of two of his feltow-auffevei 
and Ralphaon. Their Crimea were similar to his own; their 
imprisonment waa more pi-otracted ; and both of them fell 
™tims to diaeuae, induced by the sanitary condition of 
the«e ainkfi of corruption.* Both of these men had laboured 
with great devotedness in their ministry. Forced fcom tme 
place, they rejiaired to another, and proclaimed the gl»d 
tidings. Fi-om the pulpit both of them were carried to 
prison, where they found other confessors suffering in iJie 
Saviour's cause. In this list of sufferers at tliis time, lie 
najnes of Griffiths, Gifford, KaoUys, and others, stand out 
prominently befoi-e ns. The former wa.s the companion of 
Bampfield ; the latter, torn from the bosom of hia faniilv 

* We have a glimpse of tlie etate at the piiaong after the BeitonitiaiL 
EUwood, the friend of Milton, Siub refers to one :— ''At night all tilt 
prisoner! were lodeed in one Kmra, wMch was Urge and round, luTing b 
the middle uf it a great pillar al oaken timher, which bore up the aiMfi 
over it. To this pilloF was fastened our hammocIiB at one end, and to 
the opposite wall on the other ead, quite round the room, and in three 
iJegreoe or three etoreya high, one over the other, so that they who laj in 
the upper and middle rows of hammocka were obliged to go to bed fast, 
because they were to climb up to the higher by estting into the lower. 
And under the lower rank of hammacks, b; the wall side, were laid bedi 
iin the Qoor, in which the sick and such weak pcraons as could not |«t 
intn the liaronincks lay. And, indeed, though the room nut large ini 
pretty airy, yet the breath and steam th&t came from bo many bgdiet tf 
different ages, conditions, and constitutlonB, packed up bo close togettei 
was enough to cause sickness amongst us, ami I balieve did so," &c— 
Ellwaod, p. 164. In 1579, one hundred penona died within the KiB|^ 
Bench in a few days, " Many times it so happened, viz., in the Bummn, 
persons tliat through want of air, and to avoid imouldrriRg, were foBM* , 
in the night to coll out to com* niid open the winJc)Ws of the wards."— 
Strypo's Stow, b. iv., p. 19. 



liHARLEB THE SECOND. 339 

«midat the infirmities of age, was kept ia coafineiueat for eix 
iBontha. Gifford was htmted irom place to place. In Bristol, 
KingsnroocI, and the suljacent districts, he preached to the 
coUiera and others with great suocesH. The rapidity of his 
movements, and the various disguises he put on, snved him 
a season; but at last Qlou<»flter Castle received the ser- 
vant of God. Other details of the sufferings of these men 
■will be found elsewhere. 

A little before this time, a new and important movement 
WBB commenced by our brethi'en, which has exerted an influ- 
ence of the very best kind on the denomination. Their 
opponents had lavished every species of abuse on them for 
.TTOnt of learning. To the scorn of the nation their ministers 
had been held up, as ti-adesmen of the lowest order. 
Examples of this have been already given. Not only so; 
but the chai^ea, though utterly without foundation, had 
been made, tliat they were opposed to a learned ministry. 
They were not the patrons of ignorance, or opposed to 
secular learning; but they despised the usele^ forms of the 
I schools for the higher teaching of the divine Spirit; tJiey 
I trampled on the mischievous formalities of Episcopal and 
I Presbyterian introductions to the mmiatry, and rested moi-e 
fiiUy on the judgment and authority of the church, in 
estimating the fitness of those they called to oiBce to contri- 
bute to the fidi development of their spiritual welfare. 
Illiterate some of them might be; hut none were ignorant. 
They could not annotate a Greek play; but they could 
ex])ound tlie language of a Paul, and inculcate the sublime 
morality of Jesus. The immortal dreamer belonged to tliis 
class.* He, too, was branded hy the lofty scorn of these 
pi-etendere, whilst tme enlightenment, in modem times, has 
forgotten the tinker in the man of genius, and hailed [urn as a 

* Lord CumpboU saya of liiii I'ilgrim ; — ' ' 'Wluch bu doDe nwre tu 
■waken piety, uid to enforce the precept* of OiriatUu morttlitj', tliui all 
the BennoDi that have been publiahed by all the piektea uf the AiiKlicau 
Church."— Cbiel Jugtic«», »ol i, p. 681. 
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teachei- for all times, for all nations, for the cliild aa well it 
the num of years, for the phUoswpher as well as the peasant' 
Kifiin,' Dyte, Collier, and other miniaterial brethren, it 
1675, called the attetition of the whole body to the iair- 
portance of training young men. for the ministry. TSb 
great miticmal schools were closed against them. InW 
Oxford and Cambridge none could entev without the laod 
costly sacrifice which man can make. At the threaholda of 
these seats of learning, where Owen and Goodwin and Dell 
had shed the light of their genius, stood the representatives of 
proud prelacy, forbidding the approach of the student, xinlMS 
he would have the badge of slavery stamped on his foreheai 
To the continent many of the younger men retired for thar 
education. At Leyden, nnd other places, they sooght the 
intellectual culture which was denied them at home. Gale, 
Stermett, and others, gathered their rich stores of learning 
there. There wan no alternative before them. CircumstancBS, 
for a. time, prevented theii realizing their purpose. But the 
object was not relinquished. Two years later, an aasenib^ 
waa held; and though we have no record of its delibetatioM 
on the subject of miniaterial training, we have a valxuble 
Confession of Faith, issued under itfl authority. 

The closing scene of the life of the monarch was drawiif 
nigh. Evelyn, the adorer of Charles, shall supply the pic- 
ture of his last Sabbath: — "I shall never forget the inoe- 
pressibia luxuiy and profanenesB, and all dissoluteness, and 
as it were total forgetfulness of God, it being Sunday. The 
king sitting and toying with his concubines, Poitsmoallb,, 
Cleveland, Maaarine, Ac; a French boy singing love 
in that glorious gallery ; whilst about twenty of the 
courtiers, and other dissolute persona, were at baaset 
a. large table, a bajit of at least £2,000 in gold 
them."* This was on the 15th of Febniary, 
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Monday moming the scene changed. Consternation filled 
the palace. The news reached the sultana^ that the monarch 
was smitten by an invisible hand. Apoplexy had seized 
him. For a short time he rallied, but it was only for a day. 
Aroimd him the dignified clergy crowded, but he heeded not 
their admonitions. His hypocrisy had been long, but he 
shrank from it now. For years he had been reconciled to 
the Church of Rome.* At the suggestion of his early mis- 
tress, a priest was smuggled into the chamber of death, and 
in broken accents the dying man acknowledged, in general 
terms, the wickedness of his life; absolution of all his sins 
was then pronounced, the body and blood of the Lord 
administered, and tlTtender mother receiyed her straying 
son into her maternal bosom. With such perfect ease, with- 
out any signs of genuine penitence, could the Church of 
Rome cancel the guilt of a life of extraordinary turpitude, 
and marked by the most revolting vices, f 

Our space forbids a lengthened review of the character of 
this embodiment of the very worst elements of human 
nature. Indeed, the necessity is by no means urgent. Every 
reader will at once see that he stands alone in the pages of 
our history. All the worst characteristics of his family were 
intensified in him, without a single redeeming feature. 
Raised to the throne amidst the wildest outbursts of loyalty, 
a prospect of national prosperity and peace lay before him 
unequalled in the past, j: The nation panted for repose; he 

* Lord Campbell^ voL ii, p. 214. 

t The death, of Charles is minutely described by the French Ambas- 
sador. Dalrymple, voL ii., p. 96. Jt was attributed to poison. The 
reader may consult, on this matter, the examination of J, IXigdale, and 
others, published by order of Parliament. Rome rejoiced at his death. 
ParL Hist., voL iv. 

X ** Their hearts are filled with a veneration of you," said I>. HoUis, 
'* longings for you, confidence in you, and desire to see and serve you; 
and their tongues do, upon all occasions, express it, and in io doing they 
are (according to the nature of Parliament) the true representatiYes 
of the whole nation ; for they but do that in a more oontracted and 
regular way, which the generality of the people of th« land, from que 
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coiild have given it, Witli few esceptiona, men anticipatwl 
a reign of peace, of wealth, and iibeiiy. The vision 
speedily dissipated. He liad gathered no experience 
tiie pnsL The ei-rorn of Ijis fiuaiiy had supplied no element* 
of warniiig. Blhided by the sudden ehangea fi-om 
to the thi-one — from the deepest poverty to the voluntas 
homage and wealth of the nation — he rushed into the vortM 
of self-iodnlgenoe at once, and made the gratification of hu 
passions, not the dignity and prosperity of the nation, tha 
absorbing end of his life. " Charles," says Maeaulay, " was 
sensual, indolent, unequal to any strong intellectual exortinn, 
and destitute alike of all patriotism, and of all sense of pw- 
sonal dignity." Carry this description to the highest degree 
and our readers will form nearly an accurate conception of 
thL" monarch.* 

end of it to the otlier, (li> in o more confuseil sjid ilisordei'lj muuuer, jet 
as beartily and as afEectionatel^, all degrees H.nii ngea aod seiea, high lai 
low, ricli and poor (aa I may any}, men, women, and children, JODI la 
Bending up their prayera to heaTcn, ' God hleas King Charlea ! long hrt 
Xing Charlea!' So as our English lur is not snaceptiljlG of any ntlw 
sounds, and echoes out nothing else; onr bells, bonfires, peals of <Hd» 
nance, rolleys of shot, the shouts and acclatoatiolis of tile people, bear 
uther moral, have no other signification Ijut to triumph in the trinmp 
of onr king in the tieitrts of bis people," &<:. tic^^peech to M 
King at Breda. Pari, Hiat, vol iv,, pp. 38, 6S. Clarandon's HisbnK 
roL ti., p. 773. Such was the tumult of passion, that it is said that 
of the old eavolieta died from joy. "The whole country flocked ii 
cutting down palms and strei^ng the way with all sorts of fraguBt ' 
flowers, and decking the lawns and passages with the greatest Taiietj «l 
country pomps, garlanila hent with rings, ribande, and the like; tha tit 
echoing all along, and redoubling the perpetually iterated hosanoDB, bt 
oomo to London." — Walker's History of Independency, part iv., p. lOb 
Life, vol, iii,, p. 30G. "Charles displayed Ms gratitude to heaven, faiS 
wonderful restoration, by passing the night ot his return with )bw 
Pulmcr (afterwards the celebrated Duchess ot Cleveland),'— JeraBjV 
MemorUIs, voL iii., p. 308. 

* "The kingand the court were never in the world so bod sa they tf 
now for gaming, swearing, woaicii, drinking, and the most abDminiU*, 
vices that were ever in the world; so that all muiit come to nooght."— 
Pepya' Diary, vol. iii., p. .30*. Lister's Life of Clarendon, voL il. 
0. 491, 493. 



CHABLES TEE SECOKD. 343 



r 

Ik Cromwell bad raLsod tlie nation to the highest pitch of 

Pl^gnitj and prowess. His fleets swept tlie seas. Him name 

!■ -WM a tower of sti-eogth. The mightiest soiiglit hia frieud- 

jia aliip, and Htood in awe of his genius. The contrast now was 

" ' of the boldest kind. Into the lowest depth the legitimate 

ting sunk it. Liberty was auSering from the despotic 

tendencies of the wortliless monarch. The fountain of 

■j»uitice was polluted at its soarce; the financial condition of 

the country was at the lowest ebb ;* whilst French gold, and 

the influence of his mistresses, governed the country.t In 

the seraglio the booming of I>ntch cannon was heard, as the 

fleets of Holland swept the seas and threatened the capital; 

tut Charles was wrapt up in the noble gratification of hunting 

ft inoth with Lis painted couptezans. Under the blighting 

influence of a man so destitute of all that was ennobling, 

all that was great and good in the nation all but perished. J 

* Wliilst the country waa suffering, tlie monarch was squandering im- 
meose suma an his niiati'SMes. "No less a sum than £136,6«8 lOj. 
spears to have liean bestowed by the profligats mnnoTch on this woman 
within the space of one year, and tliis at a period when the wagea of the 
■BTVants of tha royal housebold weio doled out by bcggu-lj inatalmenta." 
Vide Moneys ReceiTed and P^d for Secret Services, pp. riii is., 1681. 
Camden Snoiety. Others may be seen in this volume. " The king hsTing 
all this day no baodtcerchtefs, and but three bands to his neek." — Fepyi, 
VOL iL, p. 346. 

t "Eouvigny {the French Ambaesador} writes, 2d September, 1874, 
that Charles had agreed either to proirogite liis Parliament till April, 1875, 
in consideration of 600,000 crawna; or, if he coavonsd it in November, to 
dissolve it in case it should refuse to give him money, in conaideration of 
which he waa to bavB a penaion of £100,000 from France. Charles after- 
wards chose the Gnt of these altematiTeB, got his money, and France 
was enabled to cairy on the war a year without any fear of an English 
FaiUament."— Daliymple, vol. ii., p. 99. "In case the coadilioiu of 
peace ahall be accepted, the king e:xpect8 6.000,000 of livres (£300,000) 
yearly tot threa years, from the lime that this agreement shall be signed 
between liis Majesty and tbe kiug of France ; because it will be two 
or three yesj^ before he can hope Co find hia Parliament in hnmonr to 
give him suppliea, after your baying made any peace with France."^ 
Utter of E. Danby, March 25, 1079. ParL Hist., vol. iv., pp. 1060. 1001. 

Z " Tu-day, for certain, I am tnld, how in Holland publickly they have 
piotnTed nur king with reproaph. One vny is, with his iioclceta tucned 
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Tlie influence of the court wiis all-powerful. Through 
every grade of society it extended. Nothing could ■with- 
stand it Onward the tide of immorality flowed. The 
landmarkB of public and almoat of private virtues were awefl 
away. SecBuality, not love — gigantic vices, not moral vir- 
tues, flourished. The former stalked ia public without » 
bhiah. The baronial residence, the house of the merchant, 
the cot of the peaaaot, according to their degrees, ware the 
abodes of deep, of unmLxed profligacy, Meu in conrtlj 
dreaa, and with pretensions to the chai-acter of gentlemen, 
could barter the virtues of a sister or a wife without a blusi, 
for some paltry distinction. In the higher circles, the dignit; 
of the English matron was forgotten, and the purity rf 
British maidenhood all but unknown. Every m^i hadTiii 
price; everything was bought and sold. The coronet of tht 
peer, the ermine robe of the judge, anil the cassock of the 
bishop, were disposed of to the highest bidder. Cbarlerfs 
nuBtreases derived gi'eat gain from the sate of these attractive 
baubles. It marked every period of his reign. During tie 
Bupremacy of BuckinghaTU, he extorted very lai^ saBH 
from aspirants to office. His low-bom mother was, if 
possible, worse. " No man was in those times sa& whg 
could not secure Lady Buckingham's favour, Thoae wl 
she smiled on prospered; thoae whom she frowned on fdt' 
Bacon, Montague, Yelverton, and others, were forced 
office to give place to her creatures. Every sentence i 
court of law waa a kind of stock which the courtiers 
sell in the open market. The very highest persons, oft« 
ladies, dealt in this infamoua wai'e. Lady Suffolk kept 
regular office for tlie sale of pardons. The price 



the wroDg side outward, hanging oat empty ; another with Ifwo conrti* 
picldng oE bis {looketi ; and a third, leading of two IndicB, while otfad 
abnsB him." — Fepys, vol. ii, p. 125. "They hate pictured the CIiTiTnbi 
Eoglaad in Holland in the shapa of a goose ; the Fapista plooking H 
wing, and the Dissenters anorther, with this label from her moot) 
'J'osriweiftiiciMe.'"— ThoTBiby, »oLi., p. i)I. 
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regulated by the magnitude of the offence. The aimala of 
those tiznea axe full of these infamous practices. As Macaulay 
somewhere says, the age " was the paradiao of cold hearts 
and narrow minds, the golden age of the coward, the 
bigot, and the slave," Under the aliadow o£ his court, 
the Church was all hnt powerleaa. Abaorhed in other 
matters than the cultivation of pure and undeiiled re- 
ligion, the dignified clergy had no power to arrest the tide 
of corruption which flowed in every direction. Their monu- 
ments were acts of cruelty, not virtues; their labour the 
extirpation of sectaries, not the convorsion of the ungodly; 
and from Sheldon and his colleagiies no power went forth to 
check the mad career of this head of the Church.* The 
harvest of iniunorality all hut covered the land. Godliness 
-wtui laughed at, and public opinion was ridioiUed; and, but 
for the persecuted, piety would have retired from the land. 
The characteiistica of the Stuarts were inherent in Charles. 

* Thoagh it in long, we caonat deny our readers the pleasure of reading 
the following; — " Deep and latent More the ultimate caoseB of the con- 
tinued eiii^tencc of EpisCDpac; in England, nothiiig can be li'u recuudite 
than the humnu agenc; employed in worlung out that resnlt. Nnraed by' 
the TuUora, mlopted by the Stuarta, and wedded in her youth to a power- 
ful aiigtocTBoy, the AnglicsD Church letunB the indelible atemp of theao 
early alliances. To the great, the learned, and the worldly-wiaa, it haa 
tor three centuriea afforded a reatiDg-place and a refuge. Bat a long 
interval had elapsed befoce the nalianai (einptes and hiararchy were con- 
■eerated to the nobler end of enlightSDing the ignorant, and of adminii- 
tflting to the poor. Rioh beyond all rroteatant riralry in aaoreil literaturo, 
the Church of Eogland, &om. the daya at Parker to tbote of Laud, had 
aearcely prodooed any one oonaiderabJe work of popular inatmction. 
The paitorat care which at a later period Bomet depleted, iraa till then 
a viaion which, though aince nobly ful&lleil, no paat experience j had 
isalised. The alphabet was among the tnyateriea which the English 
Ohurch loDg concealed from her catechumena. There ii no parallel in the 
annals of any other Protestant State of ao wonderful a concentration, and 
BO imperfect a diifuajon of learning and genina, of piety and zeaL The 
reigna of Whitgift, Banocoft, and Laud, wore nnmoioated by carea »o 
rude sa thoie of evangetiaing the artisans and peasantry. Jewell and 
Bull, Uall and Donne, Hooker and Taylor, lived and wrote tor their 
peers, and for future ages, bnt not for the cMiniinoualty of their own. "— 
Sir J. Stephen'! Euaya— Bichanl Buter. 
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The spirit of kiagcnift ruled hiiu. The tliii'st of the first 
Charles for arbitrary jjower was not more intense. It wa 
tlie only thiug which could interest him. With the nation' 
liberties, his high and tnie interests, he had no sympathy. 
These never stood in the way of his gratification. Without 
» pang he would have immolated the whole. The despotie' 
power of his patron, the French monarch, 
model he had any ambition to imitiite. HLt ministers and 
judges* only found favour with him, as they synipathiiied' 
with this spirit ; whilst the mass of tlie clergy were most 
zealous for the " Divine right." No instniment was too low, 
no means unworthy, which could secure this. Advanciiig 
years augmented this. Self-respect had long retired from 
]iim,-t and his moral sense was entirely blunted, so that what 
would have checked ordinary men had no influence 
monarch, f The spirit of despotism pei'vaded many of hiB' 

* "The HighConrtaaf Justice Mere presided Direr bjmeDiiadeatitnM 
of principle as an; of tlioaa who imd diagmced tlie ermine iii (he formi 
reign. Lord C Finch uded the monBrch. in stealins awaj a bill whii 
hud puBsed the House, for the relief of raaaenters from perseontinn " 
not going to chm^h. Lord Oujldford's policy vaa to stud; the pecu 
humonr of the king — to do whatever vas most agreeable to him peiBonilb 
— to puBB for the king's friend, and to be eol-ai eum lolo," —North's Li' 
voL ii, pp. 163, 165, 189. CampbeU's Uvea, vol ii., pp. 409, 429, 4 
471, 480. "England during the Staart reign was caraed with ft snccen 
of ruffians in ermine, who, for the sake of court favour, violated the p 
ciples of law, the precepts of religion, and the dictates of hnmiLnity."'— 
Ibid, Tol. iiL, p. SSL 

1" "Beaidesall this, when tb« Ung was at Windsor, because be wmd 
not ataj so long as the duke (Buckingham) would hBTe him, be touk tl 
bridle off the king's horse, to the gieat danger of the king's peiBon,"-! 
Pari. Hist., VoL iv., p. 632. 

i "That in several CDuntios many Protestant DissentiCrs have ba 
indited, under the notinn of Popish recueaDtsj nnd the penalties of ti 
law levied upon anoh Presbyteriaji Dissenters ; when the Papists thai 
liBve been either totaUy, or for the moat part djacharged," tc— ~ 
on the Danger of the Growth cf Popery, presented by tlie Oom: 
the Lords, 1678. Pari. History, vol. iv., p. B64. "Since the 1 
Hestoration, Popery has played in court, in uur negociatiDns af war i 
peace, of setting Dp ministers and taking them down ; aad God ko 
where it will end," Jio.-Sir H, CapeL Pari. m»., toL iv., p. WH3, 
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acts, and, but for the persecuted — the cheiished sons of 
liberty, who aided the inflexible band of patriots led by a 
Sidney and a Russell — the nation would again have had to 
force the monarch into exile, or have groaned for a season 
under the yoke of bondage. 

There is one incident in the domestic life of the monarch 
we cannot omit. It places the character of the voluptuary 
in the strongest light. The annals of profligacy probably 
present no parallel to it. We refer to his treatment of his 
wife. We give it in the words of the heartless sensualist : — 
" I wish," he says, in a letter to Clarendon, " that I may be 
unhappy in this world and the world to come, if I fail in 
the least degree of what I have resolved, which is, of making 
my Lady Castlemaine of my wife's bedchamber ; and whoso- 
ever I find use any endeavour to hinder this resolution of 
mine (except it be to myself), I will be his enemy to the 
last moment of my life. ... If you will oblige me 
eternally, make this business as easy to me as you can."* 
Beyond this brutality cannot go. An insult cannot be offered 
to a wife of greater magnitude. Her entreaties, her threats, 
her tears, had no avail with the unfeeling monster ; and the 
keeper of his conscience. Clarendon, triumphed over the 

* Life of Clarendon, voL ii., p. 148. Vol. iii., p. 202, where the letter 
is given. Lister, Life of Clarendon, thus speaks of this profligate : — 
"Who had laboured to debase the morality of the country by an un- 
blushing display of the grossest profligacy, and to ruin its finances by the 
wildest extravagance ; who had shamefully forgotten the responsibilities 
of his station, and neglected, in the pursuit of the most frivolous amuse- 
ments, the important interests of his country; who, immediately after 
the fire of London, applied the energies of his mind to a change of the 
court costume; who, while the Dutch were burning our ships in the 
Thames, was amusing himself and Lady Castlemaine with the dignified 
pastime of hunting a moth; who was most anxiously engaged at this 
season of peril in composing the quarrels of his rival mistresses," &c. — 
Vol. ii., pp. 389, 390. Pepys confirms this. " Sir H. Chomley came to me 
to-day, and tells me the court is as mad as ever ; and that the night the 
Dutch burned our ships, the king did sup with Lady Castlemaine at the 
Duchess of Monmouth's ; and they were all mad in hunting of a poor 
moth." — Diary, voL iii., p. 262. 
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hapless queen, and Charles had the infamous satisfaction of 
seeing this shameless prostitute installed as the attendant on 
his wife in her most domestic seclusion. 

Bat the most enormous evils are never immixed. The 
wildest tempest is oflen followed by largest benefits. The 
greatest tyranny is ofben the birthtime of liberty. So here 
the unparalleled evils which marked the reign of the restored 
Stuart) wrought out for the nation an earlier dawn of free- 
dom. " We are, however, much indebted ta the memory of 
Barbara, Duchess of Cleveland; Louisa, Duchess of Ports- 
mouth; and Mrs. E. Gwyn. We owe a tribute of gratitude 
to the Mays, the Killigrews, and the Chaffinches of the 
Government. They played a serviceable part in ridding the 
kingdom of its besotted loyalty; they saved our forefathers 
from the ' Star Chamber and the High Commissioned Court;' 
they laboured in their vocation against standing armies and 
corruption; they pressed forward the great xdtimate security 
of English freedom, the expulsion of the house of Stuart."* 



* Hallam, yoL ii, p. 53. 
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